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“Contemporary conversations about government surveillance technologies trace to a Supreme Court case decided in 2012 

called United States v. Jones.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 2012. 

FRQ: Many times. 

EMOTION: With interest. 

CONTEXT: In that case, police officers in the District of Columbia attached small tracking devices to several cars owned 

and operated by suspects in a major drug conspiracy. These devices pinpointed their locations by using the network of 

satellites in geosynchronous orbit above the Earth that comprise the Global Positioning System (GPS). The devices 

transmitted that location information to receiving equipment operated by investigators. That location information was then 

transferred to a police computer, where it was aggregated and compiled in order to render a complete and detailed record of 

the suspects’ movements over the course of four weeks, including regular visits to locations associated with the conspiracy.1 

 The government argued basically the following: 

  

“Since this Court’s decision in Katz v. United States, the Court has recognized a basic dichotomy under the Fourth 

Amendment. What a person seeks to preserve as private in the enclave of his own home or in a private letter or 

inside of his vehicle when he is traveling is a subject of Fourth Amendment protection. But what he reveals to the 

world, such as his movements in a car on a public roadway, is not. In Knotts v. United States, this Court applied that 

principle to hold that visual and beeper surveillance of a vehicle traveling on the public roadways infringed no 

Fourth Amendment expectation of privacy.”2 

 

Chief Justice John Roberts jumped right in: 

 

“Knotts, though, seems to me much more like traditional surveillance. You’re following the car and the beeper just 

helps you follow it from a ― from a slightly greater distance. That was 30 years ago. The technology is very 

different, and you get a lot more information from the GPS surveillance than you do from following a beeper.”3 

“That’s a lot of work to follow the car. They’ve got to listen to the beeper. When they lose it, they have got to call 

in the helicopter. Here they just sit back in the station and they ― they push a button whenever they want to find 

out where the car is. They look at data from a month and find out everywhere it’s been in the past month. That ― 

that seems to me dramatically different.”4 

 

 On January 23, 2012, the Supreme Court ruled unanimously in favor of Jones.5 

 Justice Samuel Alito wrote: 

 

“The surveillance at issue in this case ― constant monitoring of the location of a vehicle for four weeks ― would 

have required a large team of agents, multiple vehicles, and perhaps aerial assistance. Only an investigation of 

unusual importance could have justified such an expenditure of law enforcement resources. Devices like the one 

used in the present case, however, make long-term monitoring relatively easy and cheap.”6 

 

    1 Law: Gray (2017), p. 23. 

    2 Law: United States v. Jones, 10-1259. 

    3 Ibid. 

    4 Ibid. 

    5 Ibid. 

    6 Law: United States v. Jones, 10-1259, Opinion (2011). 
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[PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: In 2016 legal academic paper by Kevin Bankston (a former ACLU lawyer now with the New America 

Foundation) and Ashkan Soltani (not a lawyer, but a prominent independent technologist and privacy researcher), a way to 

understand what kind of newer surveillance tools should be questioned relative to older ones was proposed.7 

 Using essentially back-of-the-envelope calculations, Bankston and Soltani conclude that a five-person FBI team 

conducting in-person surveillance of a target on foot costs roughly $250 per hour. When a single agent moves her surveillance 

to a car, that cost drops to about $105 per hour. A squad of five cars goes up to $275 per hour, while putting in a short-range 

Knotts-style beeper costs just over $100 per hour. The modern equipment, the cell-site simulator, costs roughly the same.8 

 However, when it comes to GPS tracking, a single-day use costs about $10 per hour, but when spread out over 28 

days, the cost plummets further, to about $0.36 per hour. Using a d-order and getting cell-site location information ― the 

very data at issue in Carpenter v. United States ― not quite as precise as GPS, but still very usable, the cost for 30 days of 

surveillance crashes even further, from $4 to as low as $0.04 per hour, depending on what the carrier charges.9 

 Bankston and Soltani concluded by noting the fact that in his law school talk, the FBI’s Andrew Weissmann10 said 

that the agency had to shut off 3,000 GPS trackers in the wake of the Jones decision, while switching them to the use of 

warrants. This suggests that as of 2012, the FBI had the capacity to track at least 3,000 people simultaneously.11 [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: Stingrays, or cell-site simulators mentioned above, act as false cell phone towers that trick phones into 

giving up their location.12 

 Cell site simulators are not only indiscriminate, but they also increasingly widespread. Devices like the Stingray 

were designed for use by intelligence agencies engaged in foreign operations where operatives did not always have access 

to user information or the contents of cellular phone conversations through lawful means.13 It did not take long, however, for 

domestic law enforcement agencies to join the club.14 

 As of 2016, at least thirteen separate federal agencies operating on domestic soil had cell site simulators at their 

disposal, including the FBI, the NSA, most branches of the armed services, the Drug Enforcement Administration, Homeland 

Security, and the Internal Revenue Service.15 

 The exact scale of the use Stingrays is not known, because the deployment and use of cell site simulators is shrouded 

by strict rules of secrecy enforced by the Department of Justice and Homeland Security.16 

 In November 2016, years after stingrays were first used by law enforcement, their use finally reached a federal 

appeals court. In United States v. Patrick, the 7th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruled that law enforcement’s warrantless use 

of stingray against a man wanted on a probation violation was allowed ― but the court dodged the larger question as to 

whether stingray use required a warrant in all cases.17 

 The issue was again invoked in an August 2017 ruling in an attempted murder case in Oakland, California. In the 

39-page ruling, U.S. District Judge Phyllis Hamilton notably found that the use of a stingray to find a suspect was a search 

under the Fourth Amendment. So, law enforcement should have gotten a warrant.18 

 “Cell phone users have an expectation of privacy in their cell phone location in real time and… society is prepared 

to recognize that expectation as reasonable,” Judge Hamilton wrote, citing Katz v. United States.19 

 In September 2017, the District of Columbia Court of Appeals, the functional equivalent of a state supreme court 

for the nation’s capital region, agreed. “A person’s awareness that the government can locate and track him or her using his 

or her cellphone likewise should not be sufficient to negate the person’s otherwise legitimate expectation of privacy,” the 

majority concluded.20 

 What these judges have realized is that there is now a turning point with respect to smartphones: we carry them with us, 

and they hold all of our secrets. No wonder the police find them valuable during an investigation. But should the police need to 

 

    7 Law: Bankston (2013). 

    8 Ibid. 

    9 Ibid. 

    10 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrew_Weissmann. 

    11 Law: Bankston (2013). 

    12 Law: Farivar (2018), p. 170. 

    13 Law: Greenmeier (June 25, 2015). 

    14 Law: Electronic Privacy Information Center (April 5, 2016). 

    15 Law: Woolf (October 26, 2015); see also: ACLU (April 6, 2016). 

    16 Ibid. 

    17 Law: Farivar (2018), p. 196-197. 

    18 Ibid., p. 197. 

    19 Ibid. 

    20 Ibid. 



9.0 Continuing Saga of Surveillance in the U.S. 
 

10 
 

get a warrant to get into our phones?21 [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: On August 22, 2009, David Leon Riley, 19, was driving very early in the morning before being pulled 

over by San Diego police and arrested on a suspicion being a gang member.22 

 After being read his Miranda rights, Riley refused to speak. A policeman then got a hold of Riley’s phone, where he 

found “a lot of stuff” on the candy bar-shaped phone, including videos of street fights, and what he thought was Riley’s voice 

encouraging the fighters (“Get brackin’ Blood!”) and more.23 

 A search incident to arrest is one of the well-understood exceptions to the usual warrant requirement. The idea for this 

is straightforward: officers taking a suspect into custody want to make sure that he or she is not going to destroy evidence or have 

a weapon that could be harmful to the officer.24 

 In the summer of 2013, in a case United States v. Wurie, the 1st U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in Boston decided that a 

criminal suspect’s phone could not be searched without a warrant during an arrest.25 

 The Supreme Court heard Riley and Wurie as essentially one case and ruled accordingly.26 

 The Supreme Court came back with a rare, 9-0 opinion in both Riley and Wurie. In the unanimous opinion Chief Justice 

John Roberts lambasted the government’s claim that searching a cell phone was “materially indistinguishable” from simply 

searching someone’s pockets.27 

 “That is like saying a ride on horseback is materially indistinguishable from a flight to the moon,” he famously wrote.28 

 

“Both are ways of getting from point A to point B, but little else justifies lumping them together. Modern cell phones, 

as a category, implicate privacy concerns far beyond those implicated by the search of a cigarette pack, a wallet, or a 

purse. A conclusion that inspecting the contents of an arrestee’s pockets works no substantial additional intrusion on 

privacy beyond the arrest itself may make sense as applied to physical items, but any extension of that reasoning to 

digital data has to rest on its own bottom.”29 

 

Roberts went further: “Our answer to the question of what police must do before searching a cell phone seized incident to an 

arrest is accordingly simple ― get a warrant.”30 

 Riley was a huge decision.  Like Jones, it was not at all obvious that the court was going to rule this way. But as is the 

case so often, as the case worked its way through the courts, the technology and events raced ahead.31 [PX=10] 

 

952 

“By far the most notorious story of the government surveillance came next in 2013 with revelations by former government 

contractor Edward Snowden.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 2013. 

FRQ: Many times. 

EMOTION: With interest. 

CONTEXT: Boasting colorful names and acronyms, his leak documents a sustained effort by the NSA, the FBI, the CIA, 

the Department of Homeland Security, the Department of Defense, and other units of the federal government to develop 

comprehensive worldwide surveillance program.32 

 Under the surveillance system described in the Snowden documents, when the NSA found someone in contact with 

foreign terrorists, its analysis could go back and look at every phone number the suspect had called (and every number that 

had called the suspect) for the previous five years. The retrieval of all those associated numbers was called the first “hop” . 

To widen the probe, analysts could then look at all the numbers that those people had called (the second hop) and, in a third 

 

    21 Ibid. 

    22 Law: California v. Riley, Appellant’s Opening Brief, D059840. 

    23 Ibid. 

    24 Ibid. 

    25 Law: United States v. Wurie, Opinion, 11-1792. 

    26 Ibid. 

    27 Law: Riley v. California (2014). 

    28 Ibid. 

    29 Ibid. 

    30 Ibid. 

    31 Law: Farivar (2018), p. 209. 

    32 Law: Bamford (2009), p. 177-196; Bamford (March 30, 2012); The New York Times (December 16, 2005); Newsweek 

(December 12, 2008); Gellman (2020). 
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hop, the numbers that those people had called.33 

 The math suggested a staggering level of surveillance. Imagine someone who had dialed the number of a known al 

Qaeda member, and assume that this person had phoned 100 other people over the previous five years. That would mean the 

NSA could start tracking not only the suspect’s calls but also the calls of those 100 other people. If each of those people also 

called 100 people, the NSA ― in the second hop ― could track their calls, too, and that would put (100 times 100) 10,000 

people on the agency’s screen. In the third hop, the analysts could trace the calls of those 10,000 people and the calls that 

they had made ― or (10,000 times 100) 1 million people.34 

 In other words, the active surveillance of a single terrorist suspect could put a million of people, possibly a million 

of Americans, under the agency’s watch.35 

 Similarly, under PRISM the federal government compelled major internet service providers and technology 

companies to provide information relating to internet communications and internet activity.36 In addition to PRISM, the NSA 

has also surreptitiously tapped into the physical components of these companies’ cloud computing networks, gaining access 

to user data while it was in transit between secure data centers.37 

 XKEYSCORE, another high-profile program revealed in the Snowden documents, provided government analysts 

with the capacity to mine content and metadata generated by e-mail, chat, browsing activities, and “leaky” apps through a 

global network of servers and internet access points operated by private entities.38 ECHELON, which was a joint effort with 

Britain, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand, intercepted and stored the contents of digital and phone communications 

worldwide.39 STELLARWIND accessed e-mail metadata.40 EVILOLIVE redirected internet traffic through government-

controlled servers and switches in order to gather data and metadata generated by internet activity.41 UPSTREAM, an 

umbrella program encompassing efforts like BLARNEY, FAIRVIEW, OAKSTAR, and STORMBREW, “Leverage[d] 

unique key corporate partnerships to gain access to high-capacity international fiber-optic cables, switches and/or routes 

throughout the world.”42 Programs like WELLSPRING, TUNDRAFREEZE, and PINWALE gathered and stored images of 

faces from electronic communications, websites, and social media, which could be cross-referenced with detailed satellite 

imagery to establish user locations.43 PICES gathered biometric data at border crossings.44 

 These data-gathering efforts generate massive amounts of information. This data is aggregated into databases like 

DISHFIRE45 and TRACFIN,46 which store intercepted text messages and financial transaction records. These databases are 

housed in massive data storage facilities.47 Of course, all of this gathered and stored data is worth very little without some 

way to mine it and analyze it. Law enforcement and intelligence agencies are therefore in the business of developing efficient 

and powerful analysis technologies that leverage supercomputers and analytic algorithms. For example, PREFER facilitates 

the scanning of large text databases.48 RHINEHART, VoiceRT, Byblos, and SPITFIRE are parts of a continuing effort to 

decode and scan real-time and historical voice data.49 BLACKBOOK conducts large-scale semantic data analysis, converting 

raw information into meaningful outputs.50 CATALYST and APSTARS compile data profiles of entities and individuals and 

then document relationships among them. SKYNET and GHOSTFIRE conduct cloud-based analysis of bulk data, including 

“geospatial, geotemporal, pattern-of-life, and travel analytics”.51 

 To make matters worse, encryption provides only a false sense of security, because the bigger lesson of Snowden’s 

NSA cache was that almost nothing happened on the Internet without passing through some kind of U.S. government bug. 

 

    33 Law: Kaplan (2016), p. 230. 

    34 Ibid., p. 231. 

    35 Ibid. 

    36 Law: Privacy & Civil Liberties Oversight Board (2014), p. 33-34; Donohue (2015), p.117, 120-121; see also: The 

Guardian (November 1, 2013). 

    37 Law: Bamford (2009), p. 212-233; The Washington Post (October 30, 2013). 

    38 Law: The Guardian (July 31, 2013); The Guardian (January 28, 2014). 

    39 Law: The Guardian (May 29, 2001). 

    40 Law: The Guardian (June 27, 2013)(2). 

    41 Law: The Guardian (June 27, 2013)(1). 

    42 Law: The Guardian (November 1, 2013). 

    43 Law: The New York Times (May 31, 2014). 

    44 Ibid. 

    45 Ibid. 

    46 Ibid. 

    47 Law: Bamford (2009), p. 80, 82-83. 

    48 Law: The Guardian (January 16, 2014). 

    49 Law: The Intercept (May 5, 2015). 

    50 Law: Public Intelligence (March 29, 2012). 

    51 Law: The Intercept (May 8, 2015). 
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Naturally, popular tools used by the public that promised to obfuscate and hide people’s communications were targets 

regardless of who funded them and what the country of origin was.52 

 In early March 2017, WikiLeaks published a cache of CIA hacking tools that confirmed the inevitable. The agency 

worked with the NSA as well as other “cyber arms contractors” to develop hacking tools that targeted smartphones, allowing 

it to bypass any encryption.53 

 “The CIA’s Mobile Device Branch (MDB) developed numerous attacks to remotely hack and control popular smart 

phones. Infected phones can be instructed to send the CIA the user’s geolocation, audio and text communications as well as 

covertly activate the phone’s camera and microphone,” explained a WikiLeaks press release. “These techniques permit the 

CIA to bypass the encryption of WhatsApp, Signal, Telegram, Wiebo, Confide and Cloackman by hacking the ‘smart’ phones 

that they run on and collecting audio and message traffic before encryption is applied.”54 [PX=10] 

 

953 

“The new coronavirus pandemic gave rise to mass surveillance. Among old areas was location surveillance.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 2020. 

FRQ: Many times. 

EMOTION: The novelty. 

CONTEXT: With the new coronavirus pandemic, mass location tracking is spreading quickly now — governments around 

the world latching onto our smartphone locations as a proxy for where we all are, when and for how long. The data forms a 

map of population tracking to report on density and social distancing as well as anonymized travel patterns. Some 

governments are a level beyond, exploring movement tracking, contact tracing, quarantine enforcement.55 

 From a technical perspective there are no real challenges here. The trackers on your phone, some obvious and some 

less so, already report your movements. Tapping into those onboard software technologies which can access GPS as well as 

network touch-points is entirely feasible at scale—that’s done today for marketing purposes. And then we have the location 

information collected by the networks themselves, as we roam cell to cell, using both voice and data, throughout our days.56 

[PX=10] 

 

954 

“Another old area of mass surveillance was voice recognition surveillance.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 2020. 

FRQ: Many times. 

EMOTION: The novelty. 

CONTEXT: There is a long history of automatic computer voice recognition efforts in the United States led by the NSA: 

Pre-1970 

• 1952 – Three Bell Labs researchers, Stephen Balashek, R. Biddulph, and K. H. Davis built a system called 

"Audrey for single-speaker digit recognition. Their system located the formants in the power spectrum of each 

utterance. 

• 1960 – Gunnar Fant developed and published the source-filter model of speech production. 

• 1962 – IBM demonstrated its 16-word "Shoebox" machine's speech recognition capability at the 1962 World’s Fair.  

• 1969 – Funding at Bell Labs dried up for several years when, in 1969, the influential John Pierce wrote an open 

letter that was critical of and defunded speech recognition research. This defunding lasted until Pierce retired 

and James L. Flanagan took over. 

• Raj Reddy was the first person to take on continuous speech recognition as a graduate student at Stanford 

University in the late 1960s. 

 

    52 Law: Levine (2018), p. 265. 

    53 Ibid., p. 266. 

    54 Ibid., p. 266-267. 

    55 https://www.forbes.com/sites/zakdoffman/2020/03/27/covid-19-phone-location-tracking-its-moving-fast-this-is-

whats-happening-now/#45aac4dd11d3; see also: Law: Wei Qi Yan (2019). 

    56 Ibid. 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/zakdoffman/2020/03/27/covid-19-phone-location-tracking-its-moving-fast-this-is-whats-happening-now/#45aac4dd11d3
https://www.forbes.com/sites/zakdoffman/2020/03/27/covid-19-phone-location-tracking-its-moving-fast-this-is-whats-happening-now/#45aac4dd11d3
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1970–1990 

• 1971 – DARPA funded five years for Speech Understanding Research, speech recognition research seeking a minimum 

vocabulary size of 1,000 words. 

• 1972 - The IEEE Acoustics, Speech, and Signal Processing group held a conference in Newton, Massachusetts. 

• 1976 The first ICASSP was held in Philadelphia, which since then has been a major venue for the publication of research 

on speech recognition.  

• By the mid-1980s IBM's Fred Jelinek’s team created a voice activated typewriter called Tangora, which could handle a 

20,000-word vocabulary.  

• 1982 – Dragon Systems, founded by James and Janet M. Baker, was one of IBM's few competitors. 

The 1980s also saw the introduction of the n-gram language model. 

• 1987 – The back-off model allowed language models to use multiple length n-grams, and CSELT used HMM to 

recognize languages (both in software and in hardware specialized processors, e.g. RIPAC). 

Two practical products based on the new concepts were: 

• 1987 – a recognizer from Kurzweil Applied Intelligence 

• 1990 – Dragon Dictate, a consumer product released in 1990 AT&T deployed the Voice Recognition Call Processing 

service in 1992 to route telephone calls without the use of a human operator. The technology was developed 

by Lawrence Rabiner and others at Bell Labs. 

 

2000s 

In the 2000s DARPA sponsored two speech recognition programs: Effective Affordable Reusable Speech-to-Text (EARS) 

in 2002 and Global Autonomous Language Exploitation (GALE). The GALE program focused 

on Arabic and Mandarin broadcast news speech. Google’s first effort at speech recognition came in 2007 after hiring some 

researchers from Nuance. 

In the United States, the National Security Agency has made use of a type of speech recognition for keyword 

spotting since at least 2006. 

In the early 2000s, speech recognition was still dominated by traditional approaches such as Hidden Markov 

Models combined with feedforward artificial neural networks. Today, however, many aspects of speech recognition have 

been taken over by a deep learning method called Long short-term memory (LSTM), a recurrent neural network published 

by Sepp Hochreiter & Jürgen Schmidhuber in 1997. 

  

2010s 

By early 2010s speech recognition, also called voice recognition was clearly differentiated from speaker recognition, and 

speaker independence was considered a major breakthrough. Until then, systems required a "training" period. A 1987 ad for 

a doll had carried the tagline "Finally, the doll that understands you." – despite the fact that it was described as "which 

children could train to respond to their voice". 

In 2017, Microsoft researchers reached a historical human parity milestone of transcribing conversational telephony 

speech on the widely benchmarked Switchboard task. Multiple deep learning models were used to optimize speech 

recognition accuracy. The speech recognition word error rate was reported to be as low as 4 professional human transcribers 

working together on the same benchmark, which was funded by IBM Watson speech team on the same task.57 

 

The NSA has used all this body of research for its computer voice recognition in the programs of the systems like 

ECHELON, which automatically transcribe voice communications all over the world in virtually any languages.  

The global speech and voice recognition surveillance is expected to rise with the new coronavirus 

pandemic.58  [PX=10] 

 

 

    57 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Speech_recognition; see also: Law: Wilson (2006), Wei Qi Yan (2019), and Greenberg 

(2020). 

    58 https://www.marketwatch.com/press-release/how-will-speech-and-voice-recognition-market-deal-with-the-covid-19-

crisis-2020-04-22 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Speech_recognition
https://www.marketwatch.com/press-release/how-will-speech-and-voice-recognition-market-deal-with-the-covid-19-crisis-2020-04-22
https://www.marketwatch.com/press-release/how-will-speech-and-voice-recognition-market-deal-with-the-covid-19-crisis-2020-04-22
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955 

“Among new areas was face recognition surveillance.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 2020. 

FRQ: Many times. 

EMOTION: The novelty. 

CONTEXT: Face recognition technology (FRT) made revolutionary advances in the use of closed-circuit television (CCTV) 

in public areas in the connection with the new coronavirus pandemic. 

 

 “Real-Time Facial Surveillance and Identification System 

 Revolutionizes the functionality of conventional CCTV 

 Active, real-time identification for today’s passive CCTV systems — 

 Not affected by superficial changes in appearances 

 Remembers large number of faces 

 Does not get distracted or fatigued. 

— Visionics Corporation, brochure for FaceIt ARGUS, 2002”59 

 

Though FRT is aimed at surveillance in public places, it raises the overall spectrum of compulsory visibility.60 

 Government agencies employ different types of FRT. The FBI, for example, recently began a program that compares 

still-shot images with a facial image database.61 The FBI estimated that the database contained 52 million facial images in 

2015.62 Canadians use facial recognition surveillance at racetracks and inside casinos to catch known cheaters, or for people 

with gambling addictions to voluntarily sign up for a no-gambling list — using the technology as a kind of self-help program. 

The U.S. military uses facial recognition and other biometric information overseas to identify criminals and terrorists. Such 

other countries as Australia and Japan use facial recognition at border ports of entry for identifying visa fraud or speeding 

immigration lines. Police agencies in San Diego County, California, use facial recognition on handheld devices like 

smartphones for real-time identification of criminals.63 From picking up medication, to taking public transportation, to 

buying a cellphone, facial recognition has become an unavoidable aspect of everyday life in China. Facial recognition and 

surveillance have quickly spread in China as the Chinese government prioritizes public security, promotes the development 

of artificial intelligence (AI), and works to prevent the spread of COVID-19.64 

 FRT uses facial characteristics to identify and correlate such “nodal points” on a face as the eyes, nose, chin, 

cheekbones, etc. Software then compares these points to each other and compiles into a profile or faceprint. The software 

uses things like pores, wrinkles, and spots to further enhance the profile. The faceprints are stored in a database that the 

program can then search for matching profiles.65 

 The advancement in FRT could accomplish in seconds what would take hundreds or thousands of man-hours to 

complete manually.66 

 While this sort of technology may have benefits for law enforcement (recall that the suspects in the Boston Marathon 

bombings were identified with help from camera footage), it also invites abuses. Imagine how easy it would be, in a society 

increasingly videotaped and monitored on closed-circuit television, for the authorities to identify antiwar protesters or Tea 

Party marchers and open dossiers on them, or for officials to track the public movements of ex-lovers or rivals. “mission 

creep” often turns crime-fighting programs into instruments of abuse.67 

 While the police are supposedly only modifying behavior in a small area while enforcing laws, behavior 

modification on a large scale is undoubtedly a form of social control.68 [PX=10] 

 

956 

“Another new area of mass surveillance was gait recognition surveillance.” 

[PX=10] 

 

    59 Law: Gates (2011), p. 63; see also: Wei Qi Yan (2019). 

    60 Law: Berle (2020). 

    61 Law: Naval Postgraduate School (2020), p. 2. 

    62 Ibid., p. 3. 

    63 Ibid., p. 3-4. 

    64 https://thediplomat.com/2020/03/chinas-ubiquitous-facial-recognition-tech-sparks-privacy-backlash/ 

    65 Law: Naval Postgraduate School (2020), p. 17. 

    66 Ibid., p. 22-23. 

    67 Law: The New York Times (August 30, 2013). 

    68 Law: Naval Postgraduate School (2020), p. 51. 

https://thediplomat.com/2020/03/chinas-ubiquitous-facial-recognition-tech-sparks-privacy-backlash/
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PERIOD: After 2020. 

FRQ: Many times. 

EMOTION: The novelty. 

CONTEXT: Gait recognition was another area, which made a leap forward in the connection with the new coronavirus 

pandemic. 

 Chinese authorities have begun deploying a new surveillance tool: “gait recognition” software that uses people’s 

body shapes and how they walk to identify them, even when their faces are hidden from cameras. Already used by police on 

the streets of China, “gait recognition” is part of a push across China to develop artificial-intelligence and data-driven 

surveillance.69 

 The struggle against new coronavirus has taken the technology even further. Chinese "gait recognition" companies 

have developed a new monitoring system that can recognize body shapes and movements, allowing it to identify individuals 

from even 50 meters away. The system is principally designed to monitor workers at mines and factories for their safety, 

according to the Chinese authorities. But it is also used for coronavirus surveillance.70 [PX=10] 

 

1000 

“Endemic surveillance society.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 2020. 

FRQ: Many times. 

EMOTION: The finish. 

CONTEXT: In a modern society power emanates from four key sources: 

• Security: the ability to provide or deny physical security; 

• Production: the ability to determine what gets produced, by whom, and who can consume production; 

• Finance: the ability to create money and to allow and deny access to credit; and 

• Knowledge: the ability to determine what is considered to be legitimate knowledge, and to determine who can 

create, disseminate and use this knowledge.71 

 

 The control of knowledge is fast becoming the dominant means by which economic, political, and social control is 

exerted globally.72 The control of knowledge is achieved by two major modern instruments of social control: mass media 

and surveillance. 

 The United States has taken all the measures not to be behind in the latest technologies of mass surveillance and 

has achieved a lot of successes in their development. American intelligence agencies have a long history of exploiting high-

tech surveillance. 

 Long before China, the Total Information Awareness program, of the Information Awareness Office, was formed 

already in 2002 by the Pentagon and led by former rear admiral John Poindexter. The program designed numerous 

technologies to be used to perform mass surveillance. Examples include advanced voice recognition (speech-to-

text programs, so that phone conversations can be monitored en-masse by a computer, instead of requiring human operators 

to listen to them), social network analysis software to monitor groups of people and their interactions with each other, and 

"Human identification at a distance" software which allows computers to do face recognition (to identify people on 

surveillance cameras by their facial features) and gait recognition (to identify people by the way they walk). The program 

was later renamed “Terrorism Information Awareness”, after a negative public reaction. Under a different name the program 

has been active since.73 

 Never before has so much been known about so many. CCTV cameras, TSA scanners, NSA databases, big data 

marketers, predator drones, “stop and frisk” tactics, Facebook algorithms, hidden spyware, and even old-fashioned nosy 

neighbors ― surveillance has become so ubiquitous that we take its presence for granted.74 Not surprising, in a recent ranking 

compiled by Privacy International comparing surveillance practices and privacy protections among nations, the United States 

landed at the very bottom, earning the designation “endemic surveillance society”.75 

 

    69 https://apnews.com/bf75dd1c26c947b7826d270a16e2658a; see also: Law: Bhanu (2011), Gong (2011), Bhanu (2017), 

and Wei Qi Yan (2019). 

    70 https://asia.nikkei.com/Business/China-tech/Coronavirus-gives-China-more-reason-to-employ-biometric-tech 
    71 Sociology: Haggart (2019), p. 7. 

    72 Ibid., p. 1. 

    73 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mass_surveillance_in_the_United_States 

    74 Philosophy: Lewis (2017). 

    75 Law: Gray (2017), p. 6. 

https://apnews.com/bf75dd1c26c947b7826d270a16e2658a
https://asia.nikkei.com/Business/China-tech/Coronavirus-gives-China-more-reason-to-employ-biometric-tech
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mass_surveillance_in_the_United_States
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 As the novel coronavirus crisis griped the globe, that history of use and abuse of high-tech surveillance 

was replaced with a new reality: even less data privacy .76 [PX=10]  

 

    76 https://fortune.com/2020/04/20/privacy-surveillance-coronavirus-pandemic-covid-19-tracking/ 

https://fortune.com/2020/04/20/privacy-surveillance-coronavirus-pandemic-covid-19-tracking/
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9.1 Rights 

9.1 Права 

 

1001 

“Definition of rights.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: The word rights is of relatively recent origin, although the ideas embodied in it trace their roots to biblical times. 

Nor is it free of ambiguities, multiple meanings, and deliberate misuses.77 

 Rights, first of all, define relations of persons. One that is not a person cannot be a subject of law. Things do not 

have rights. To say: I have rights (rights generally, without specifying which ones) is the same as to say: I am a person. What 

distinguishes a person from a thing is that a person does not fully exist for others, that is by its nature it is not only means for 

others, but it is an aim in itself and for itself, a being, in which any external action meets a resistance, something, which does 

not unconditionally respond to external action, and is, therefore, an intrinsic thing, is freedom in a real sense of the word, 

that is not a sense of liberum arbitrium indifferentile, but, otherwise, in a sense of complete definiteness and constant 

specificity of any being, equally reflected in all its actions. That is, in a foundation of rights lies freedom as a characteristic 

sign of person; because from a capacity to be free follows a requirement for independence, that is its admission by others, 

that finds its expression in rights. But freedom by itself, as a quality of a separately considered person, does not constitute 

rights yet, because here freedom is only a factual property of a person, coinciding with its power. Being left alone, I freely 

act within the limits of my power: there are no rights here. There are no rights also in a case when my action meets some 

impersonal natural actor, who can be only an accidental border of my power. Rights exist only when my free action meets a 

free action of another person. Here, that is in relation to that another person, my freedom, which originally expressed only 

my power, is affirmed by me as my right, that is as something obligatory for another person, obligatory because, if freedom 

is equally a property of any person, then by denying freedom to another person I lose the objective foundation for my own 

freedom. That is, I may affirm my freedom towards others as something obligatory for them only in the case, if I recognize 

for myself as obligatory freedom of all others, or, in other words, recognize equality of everybody in that sense. That is, my 

freedom as right and not as power only directly depends from recognition of equal right of the others. Hence, we received 

the main definition of rights: Rights is freedom delineated by equality.78 [PX=10] 

 

1002 

“Natural and positive law.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: The concepts of person, freedom, and equality constitute the essence of natural law. Rational essence of law 

differs from its historical manifestations, or positive law.79 

 In this sense natural law is that general algebraic formula, to which history substitutes different real values of 

positive law.80 

 There has been a revival in interest for natural law theory recently.81 

 Some modifications can be suggested to the classical theory of natural law. 

 The classical theory of natural law is based upon a postulate of "equality." In practice all observed societies have a 

degree of inequality. To reconcile the theory of natural law with the observed inequality we suggest a modified theory of 

natural law. Such a theory would have the following basic propositions: 

 

• To each person in a society there corresponds a function of power, which would be a generalized indicator of socio-

 

    77 Philosophy: Dershowitz (2004), p. 15. 

    78 Philosophy: Solovyev (1999), p. 606-607. 

    79 Ibid., p. 607. 

    80 Ibid. 

    81 See, for example: Philosophy: George (2001). 
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economic and political status. 

 

• A distribution function of power in society typically would be an unequal distribution function. 

 

• A normal sphere of freedom (right) of each individual in a society can be described as his or her individual space. 

 

• An unequal distribution of power among individuals in a society causes an expansion of individual space for high-

powered individuals and contraction of individual space for low-powered individuals. 

 

• During a collision of interests between individuals, if one individual enters the individual space of another 

individual, the person whose individual space has been violated resists the intrusion of his or her individual space 

with a certain resistance force. 

 

• This resistance force is described by a function that increases quickly the deeper is the intrusion into the individual 

space. 

 

• On a certain distance from the "center" of individual space, resistance force of a violated person equalizes the force 

of any intruding person, no matter how high-powered. 

 

 The described model would explain, why even in societies with the most unequal distribution of power, the high-

powered persons are unable to squeeze out completely the individual space (freedom) of low-powered persons. 

 The "equality" in this context means the equality of an intrusion force of an intruding person to the resistance force 

of an intruded person, which is bound to occur on a certain distance from the distance from the "center" of individual space 

of a violated person. This equilibrium maintains itself no matter what is the relative power of the intruding and intruded 

persons. 

 This modified theory of natural law would be reduced to a classical theory of natural law under the conditions of 

equal distribution function of power. 

 Though each of the existing societies involves inequality, the degree of this inequality varies from society to society. 

For a description of a degree power inequality in a society (and, therefore, and a degree of unequal freedoms and unequal 

rights in this society), it would be useful to hypothesize a function measuring the distance of the observed distribution 

function of power from equal distribution function. (It would be similar to the way it is done in economics to measure the 

deviation of real distribution of wealth from equal distribution with Gini coefficient.) 

 Overall, this modified theory of natural law implies that everybody has rights (as in a classical theory of natural 

law), but, as George Orwell says, "some are more equal than others." [PX=10] 

 

1003 

“Historical aspect of legal theory.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: Our concept of the rule of law contains traces of the Old Testament's concept of "the linear history of the nation 

of Israel"82, which establishes "the authority of the origin."83 Law "takes up and redeploys [this] religious conception of 

history."84 

 

1004 

“Legal validity of law.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: It is a "cardinal point of the historical doctrine of natural law... over two thousand years" that it attempts "to 

 

    82 Philosophy: Kahn (1999), p. 46. 

    83 Ibid. 

    84 Ibid., p. 48. 
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found positive law upon a natural law delegation."85 

 Thomas Aquinas (c. 1225-1274), who was born in Roccasecca, Italy, was perhaps the greatest of the medieval 

scholastic philosophers. Scholasticism was a school of philosophy that attempted to reconcile Christian faith, the doctrines 

of the Catholic Church, and rational thought. In his most important work, the Summa Theologica, Aquinas produced a 

systematic introduction to theology, including the definition and classification of kinds of law.86 

 If we may translate the relevant portion of Thomas Aquinas's theory of natural law into more modern terminology 

(as far as possible), it runs as follows: The legal validity (in the focal, moral sense of "legal validity") of positive law is 

derived from its rational connection with (i. e. derivation from) natural law, and this connection holds good, normally, if and 

only if (i) the law originates in a way which is legally valid (in the specifically restricted, purely legal sense of "legal validity") 

and (ii) the law is not materially unjust either in its content or in relevant circumstances of its positing.87 [PX=10] 

 

1005 

“Are rights a reality of an illusion?” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: Many of the ingredients for the political theory of liberalism are supplied by John Locke (1632-1704), the 

English philosopher and political theorist. Locke's greatest political analysis, Two Treatises of Government, was published 

in 1690. Locke contends that the actions of people are controlled by natural law. In the state of nature, according to Locke, 

all persons are obligated to preserve their lives, their liberty and their possessions — Locke's three basic natural rights to life, 

liberty, and property — and, moreover, to assist others in doing the same. Inevitably, however, the difficulties of enacting 

the natural law given the disorder found in the state of nature engender a desire to form a government. Through the 

mechanism of the social contract, a government is created when everyone agrees to transfer their rights to execute the law 

of nature to a political authority.88 

 Though rights sound nice, most students of public policy prefer the idiom of utilitarian analysis — calculating the 

effects of a given reform proposal on the well-being of each individual and choosing the course of action which will produce 

the greatest balance of satisfaction over suffering, taking everything into account.89 

 Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832), who is considered the founder of the British utilitarian tradition, criticized social 

contract and natural law theories as nothing more than "fictions" that offer unhistorical abstractions from the publicly 

accessible facts of social reality. In Bentham's view, there is no such thing as the "natural" liberty advocated by philosophers 

such as Locke, because people have always lived in society. Furthermore, he contends that laws are to be regarded only as 

commands of state authority and not of nature or God.90 Reasoned social reform, Bentham argued, requires detailed attention 

to empirical circumstances, and that in turn requires "strength of mind to weigh, and patience to investigate." The language 

of natural rights, by contrast, "is from beginning to end so much flat assertion: it lays down as fundamental and inviolable 

principle whatever is in dispute."91 [PX=10] 

 

1006 

“Rights as a normative value.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: This explains the antipathy in modern political theory between defenders of rights and those who are called 

"communitarians."92 For the latter, the cardinal point about human society is that people make lives on terms provided by 

their culture or the community around them. That each lives a life on his own terms is, on that approach, a myth — and a 

pernicious myth if it encourages people to neglect or undermine the communal structures that in fact make human life 

 

    85 Philosophy: Finnis (2000), p. 27. 

    86 Philosophy: Hayden (2001), p. 43. 

    87 Philosophy: Finnis (2000), p. 27. 

    88 Philosophy: Hayden (2001), p. 71-72; see also: Wall (2015) and Stuart (2016). 

    89 Philosophy: Waldron (1996), p. 581. 

    90 Philosophy: Hayden (2001), p. 118; see also: Bentham (2010) and Shand (2019). 

    91 Philosophy: Bentham ([1796] 1996); see also: Shand (2019). 

    92 Philosophy: Sandel (1984). 
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bearable.93 

 Here is an example of such an argument: 

 

Each of us lives in numerous communities of ascending sizes. We are social animals and must take that into account. 

We are not and should not be completely empowered, self-absorbed autonomous agents seeking only our own paths 

to our personal good. We must also be self- and other-regarding94, and as a result we are enjoined to actively engage 

our fellow community members in an ongoing dialogue that will determine the policies by which we may all live. 

The common vision of a shared good that follows from this process, binds every individual in the community. It is 

in this way that the shared community world-view limits personal autonomy. Without this community authority 

over the individual, the ideal of a participatory democracy will become a fiction. And when that happens, we will 

all be diminished.95 

 

 However, it is important not to confuse moral and sociological issues here. From a scientific point of view, perhaps 

it is possible to give a complete explanation of the life each person is leading in terms of social and cultural frameworks. But 

the idea of rights is a claim about value: whatever its provenance, the life of a given person is his, and it feels important to 

him, from the inside as it were.96 

 There are also more serious counterarguments than the ones simply based on pointing to a logical mistake. 

Communitarian justice, insofar as it accepts the primacy of the community over individual and to that extent undermines the 

significance of the individual and individual rights, is a conception of justice about which one might have grave reservations. 

It is said that justice is a communal virtue rather than of people and their individual situations. Looking back over the Western 

tradition in social philosophy, one might well object to calling community-centered justice a virtue at all. Virtues of the 

communities, like the virtue of beta-carotene and vitamin C, are not what that philosophy has mostly in mind. The virtues in 

question are the virtues of persons and their individual existential situations and are in that sense questions about their 

individual qualities and individual rights.97 [PX=10] 

 

1007 

“Individualism and community in moral context.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: Individualism and community by themselves do not represent a direct relationship to moral norm, and are by 

their nature neither evil, nor good, but may become them depending on how they are affirmed. Thus, individualism, giving 

preference to individual quality, is evil, if the person itself lacks ideal content: here the evil is not individualism generally, 

not a self-affirmation of a person, but a lack of content of that self-affirmation. Vice a versa, Individualism is a good thing 

when a person has a higher [moral] content and, affirming itself, affirms and implements some universal [moral] idea; but a 

universal [moral] idea presupposes communication and solidarity of a person with everybody, and, thus, real individualism 

requires intrinsic communitarianism and is inseparable from it. Similarly, communitarianism is a good thing only when a 

communal unity is capable to cover by itself all potential richness and completeness of life contents, which is impossible 

without a development of a person, that is real communitarianism is inseparably connected with real individualism.98 

[PX=10] 

 

1008 

“Rights and responsibilities.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

 

    93 Philosophy: Taylor (1985), p. 187-210. 

    94 See: Philosophy: Slote (1992), p. 126-144. 

    95 Philosophy: Boylan (2001), p. 198. 

    96 Philosophy: Waldron (1996), p. 582. 

    97 This paragraph was stimulated by reading: Philosophy: Solomon (2001), p. 170, 172, although the views expressed 

here may not coincide with the views of Robert Solomon. 

    98 Philosophy: Solovyev (1999), p. 566-567. 
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CONTEXT: Some critics99 have argued that rights are too egoistic to provide a satisfactory basis for communal morality. 

They suggest we should place less emphasis on rights and more on responsibilities. This suggestion is misconceived. Rights 

are correlative to duties, so that talking about rights is a way of talking about people's responsibilities. Moreover, most rights 

are conceived in universal terms: if P has a right against Q, then Q will usually have a similar right against P so that Q's own 

duties are reciprocated by responsibilities that his right in turn imposes on P.100 [PX=10] 

 

1009 

“Rights and material interests.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: It is sometimes said that a humane social policy should focus less on rights and more on needs. This too is a 

misunderstanding, confusing as it does the content of claim with the normative form in which that claim is couched. (It is 

like saying we should concentrate less on duties and more on truth telling!) The language of rights as it is nowadays 

understood is perfectly accommodating to a concern about human need. To invoke a right is to predicate a duty on some 

concern for a certain individual interest101, and while the interest in question is often an interest in liberty, it might equally 

be an interest in some material satisfaction.102 [PX=10] 

 

1010 

“Axiomatic foundation of rights.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: Though people differ in their virtues and abilities, the idea of rights attaches an unconditional worth to the 

existence of each person, irrespective of his particular value to others. Traditionally, this was given a theological 

interpretation: since God has invested His creative love in each of us, it behooves us to treat all others in a way that reflects 

that status.103 

 There is an important qualification, however. As Nikolai Berdyaev said (and one can find similar thoughts in 

writings of other great philosophers and writers), freedom not restricted by moral law is self-will, freedom restricted by moral 

law is liberty. [PX=10] 

 

1011 

“Differences between law and morality.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: As a reader will see, the logic of the discussion in this book will lead to some suggestions for changes in the 

law. It is difficult to justify such changes without references to moral norms. 

 Remarkably enough, professional jurists often display a disdain for mentioning the relationship between morality 

and law and instead make distinctions between them. We feel obliged to address these intellectual distinctions and show that 

they are missing an obvious truth of life. [PX=10] 

 

1012 

“Positivism and anti-positivism.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 

FRQ: Once. 
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EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: Legal positivism as a jurisprudential theory is well-known for urging the separation of law and morality. 

Positivism distinguishes sharply between what it is for a norm to exist as a valid law and what it is for a norm to exist as a 

valid moral standard. Even a system of iniquitous norms may count as a system of law.104 

 

Following World War II, English legal positivists advanced a modern theory of legal positivism that precipitated a 

heated debate and controversy in America during the 1960s.105 H. L. A. Hart (1907-1992), who was one of the major 

legal philosophers of the twentieth century and Professor of Jurisprudence in Oxford University from 1952 to 1968, 

was a legal positivist. As such, Hart argues that there is no conceptual overlap between law and morality of the kind 

asserted by natural law theorists.106 Legal positivism, as developed by the English philosopher H. L. A. Hart, grew 

out of the monumental work of the nineteenth-century philosopher John Austin. Austin and the English positivists 

believed that the key to understanding law could be found in the simple idea of an order backed by threats.107 

 

 The family of anti-positivistic jurisprudential theories, the classical natural law tradition being the central and most 

well-known case, urges instead that it is the nature of law to have some essential connection with morality. The valid 

substantive norms of morality must exercise some influence over whether a candidate norm or system of norms counts as a 

system of law.108 [PX=10] 

 

1013 

“Basis for positivistic position.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: Positivism's thesis about the essential separation of law and morality does not materialize out of thin air. There 

are significant differences between law and morality as normative systems.109 

 

(1) First, laws typically come into existence, are changed, or cease to exist at specific points in time as a result 

of a specific procedure. In non-democratic societies, the command of the President, or of ruling junta, or 

of the monarch might be sufficient to make a norm law. In democracies a norm becomes law through the 

act(s) of a legislative body. Moral norms evolve and develop, become established or vary, over time.110 

 

(2) The laws of a society are in important sense public. Legislative enactments are written down and published 

in official records to which, in principle, any citizen has, and must have, access. The morality of a society 

is not expected to be public in the same way.111 

 

(3) Because the law is public, mechanisms for many constitutive sub-systems of the law are essentially public 

too. These includes sub-institutions for the enforcement of law, for the determination of breaches of the 

law, for the settlement of disputes and the administration of activities under the law, for the imposition of 

sanctions for breaches of the law, for authoritative interpretation of the law, and for the use by citizens of 

the facilitative aspects of the law. The above tasks in relation to moral norms are handled by the members 

of the society themselves as part of their ongoing social interactions.112 

 

(4) Joseph Raz asserted that legal systems as a species of normative system have the characteristics of being 

"comprehensive," "supreme," and "open," and that, as a result, the legal system of a society is the most 
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important normative system of that society.113 

[PX=10] 

 

1014 

“Is ‘morality’ a jurisprudentially neutral term?” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: So far, we have been speaking as though the term "morality" as a foil to "law" has meaning independently of 

any jurisprudential dispute about the relation between law and morality. This may not necessarily be so. The point of view 

from which law and morality emerge as distinct normative systems by the kind of criteria discussed above, is the point of 

view of the outsider, the observer of social fact — "if you want to find the law, look here; if you want to find morality, look 

there." Law and morality are thought of in extensional terms; they are pictured by spatial images, as occupying areas with 

boundaries, and as overlapping or not in complex ways. The boundaries of neither law nor morality are coincident with the 

boundaries of life. Such a perspective seems to force positivism, with its commitment to the limits of law, on theory. Anti-

positivist views, by contrast, think of law and moral value as organically related, perhaps as ultimately interdependent.114 

 Positivist philosophy on this matter can be illustrated by the following citation: 

 

"It is possible to take this truth [about the relationship between morality and law] illicitly...: namely that a legal 

system must exhibit some specific conformity with morality or justice or must rest on a widely diffused conviction 

that there is a moral obligation to obey it. ...Though this proposition may, in some sense, be true, it does not follow 

from it that the criteria of legal validity of particular laws used in a legal system must include, tacitly if not explicitly, 

a reference to morality or justice."115 

 

 The support for the positivist point of view can be found even among the best-known contemporary American 

jurists: 

 

"What law does is not helpfully described as backing up morality, and even if it were, it would not follow that when 

the relevant moral principles are contested the judges should choose between the contestants."116 

 This point of view disguises a very philosophically precarious position. It is rooted in one-sided 

overstatement of the socially temporal aspect of truth while underestimating the absolute meaning of truth, as can 

be seen from the following citation from this self-proclaimed pragmatist. 

 "'Truth' is a problematic concept for a pragmatist. Its essential meaning, after all, is observer independence, 

which is just what the pragmatist is inclined to deny. It is no surprise, therefore, that the pragmatists' stabs at defining 

truth — truth is what is fated to be believed in the long run (Peirce), truth is what is good to believe (James), or 

truth is what survives in the competition among ideas (Holmes) — are riven by paradox. The pragmatist's real 

interest is not in truth at all but in belief justified by social need."117 

 Pragmatism is at its best when it is used to discuss ways of achieving an aim rather than formulating 

convincing priorities among different competing values. It is not surprising that, as we will see later, Posner's denial 

of the independent worth of truth leads to the diminishing of the value of constitutional norms and rights in the 

name of executive efficiency. 

 

 Anti-positivists argue that legal obligations may be enforced by the use or threat of legal force and this dimension 

of force requires moral justification. The principal task of legal theory, then, is to identify circumstances when legal 

enforcement is morally justified.118 

 

 There are two assumptions underlying positivists' rejection of "the internal morality of law." The first of these is a 
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belief that the existence or non-existence of law is, from a moral point of view, a matter of indifference. The second is an 

assumption that can be described as characteristic of legal positivism generally. This is the assumption that law should be 

viewed not as the product of interplay of purposive orientations between the citizen and his government but as a one-way 

projection of authority, originating with government and imposing itself upon the citizen.119 

 To support the anti-positivist position, one should refer the history of the movement "in defense of the law" in the 

former Soviet Union and see that moral pressure is an essential prerequisite for any serious legal and constitutional reforms. 

[PX=10] 

 

1015 

“Distinction between law and justice.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: The relationship between law and morality can be formulated as a distinction between law and justice. 

 One of the several important themes that emerge in Derrida's Force of Law is a distinction between law and justice 

in that justice is not deconstructible while law can be deconstructed.120 

 When this is not understood, there is a tendency to collapse justice into positive law, which results in a sort of naive 

legal positivism, the view that there is no justice apart from the rights and remedies available within the existing legal system. 

In order to combat this position, Derrida adamantly insists that justice cannot be collapsed into law. One can never say, in 

good conscience, that "the law is [completely] just."121 [PX=10] 

 

1016 

“Concern for rights is a trait of modern times.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: Born in Geneva, Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778) established himself as one of the greatest intellectuals of 

the Enlightenment. In The Social Contract Rousseau attempts to explain why it is that we accept the authority of the society. 

Following both Hobbes and Locke, Rousseau draws upon the idea of the social contract in order to demonstrate how society 

can be formed without involuntary domination. The terms of the voluntary agreement establish the manner and scope of 

exercising political authority. While sovereign authority does exist under the contract and must be obeyed, because authority 

is based on the freely given consent of the people it recognizes the equality and autonomy that all persons rightly deserve — 

thereby removing the illegitimate "chains" of political oppression.122 

 It is a commonplace of intellectual history that what chiefly separates the political thought of the moderns from that 

of the ancients and the medievals is a concern with individual freedom. Rousseau, in the most famous line from the Social 

Contract, expressed this concern brilliantly when he wrote, "Man is born free; and everywhere he is in chains."123 One can 

only marvel at how much of modern political philosophy Rousseau crystallized in these words. It is the birthright of every 

human being to be free, and it is the task of political philosophy to find an arrangement of the institutions and practices of 

political society that will secure this right for each of its members. A society that falls short of this ideal is an unjust society. 

It denies some of its members this right. It keeps them in chains.124 [PX=10] 

 

1017 

“The key argument about the value of rights.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 
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CONTEXT: An important lecture of one of the most prominent political theorists of our time, T. H. Green, supplies the key 

argument about the value of rights. In brief, Green's argument was that individual liberty is realized only through the 

development of those human faculties by whose exercise men and women could "make the best of themselves."125 [PX=10] 

 

1018 

“Connection of the key argument to classical political theory.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: The influence of J. S. Mill, a 19th century British liberal, on Greene's thought is apparent in this argument. John 

Stuart Mill (1806-1873), one of the most well-known philosophers of the nineteenth century, was born in London. In his 

work On Liberty (1859), Mill employs his utilitarian ethic in order to maintain the freedom of individuals to do whatever 

they like so long as they are not harming others. In Mill's view, his "liberty principle" promotes utility by protecting 

humanity's "permanent interests" in security and autonomy, interests which Mill believes are vital for obtaining happiness.126 

The appeal of Greene's argument to the development of our distinctively human faculties echoes Mill's own appeal to self-

development in chapter 3 of On Liberty. Mill, of course, was concerned with how custom and popular opinion worked to 

stunt such development and crush its expression in a man's or woman's individual personality, and the argument at the heart 

of On Liberty is an argument for absolute freedom of purely personal conduct, freedom to live one's life by one's own lights 

and plans, as a necessary condition for self-development and the individuality that results from it.127 

 

"He who lets the world, or his own portion of it, choose his plan of life for him has no need of any other faculty 

[more] than the ape... He who chooses his plan for himself employs all his faculties. He must use observation to 

see, reasoning and judgment to foresee, activity to gather materials for decision, discrimination for decision, and 

when he has decided firmness and self-control to hold to his deliberate decision."128 

[PX=10] 

 

1019 

“Resume about the value of rights.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: The rights are important because each of us wants a life governed in a large part by his own thinking, feeling 

and decision-making.129 [PX=10] 

 

1020 

“Fundamental rights.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: The most important rights are considered fundamental rights. [PX=10] 

 

1021 

“Due process of law.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 
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CONTEXT: Giving the defendant "his day in court" is of the essence of due process of law.130 [PX=10] 

 

1022 

“Rights of non-citizens on the territory of the United States.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: Fundamental rights — including the due process guarantee — are considered to be important enough to be 

extended to all residents of the United States, including non-citizens. 

 The right to due process is extended even to illegal immigrants waiting for deportation.131 [PX=10] 

 

1023 

“Anthropological view of privacy.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: Jean Bethke Elshtain has claimed that "distinctions between public and private have been and remain 

fundamental, not incidental or tangential, ordering principles in all known societies save, perhaps, the most simple."132 She 

is quick to point out, moreover, that even in primitive societies activities are ordered and differentiated by taboo and shame: 

those that can be seen by others are distinguished from those that are carried out under cover. Anthropological studies by 

Margaret Mead and others, as well as social and psychological research support this view that privacy is cross-cultural and 

cross-species universal.133 They have shown that virtually all societies have techniques for setting distances and avoiding 

contact with others in order to establish physical boundaries to maintain privacy. Concealment of genitals, seclusion at 

moments of birth and death, the preference for intimacy for sexual relations (usually performed away from the view of others 

or at least away from the view of children), restricted rules of entry into homes by nonresidents, and the secrecy of group 

ceremonies are the most common examples of setting such boundaries.134 

 Establishment of privacy may be viewed as the control of unwanted interaction.135 Restriction of access to oneself 

or the flow of information about oneself by withholding feelings and expression, averting one's eyes, facing a wall, and so 

on provide more subtle ways of putting up social barriers.136 The nearly universal need to protect private sphere is further 

documented by the nearly universal tendencies of societies to engage in surveillance to guard against intrusions on privacy 

by individuals, intrusions that violate the group norms.137 Aggressive enforcement of social rules and taboos protecting 

privacy emphasizes the value placed on privacy protection.138 [PX=10] 

 

1024 

“A connection between rights and the concept of privacy.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: There are many definitions of privacy. Those definitions of privacy in which the idea of restricted access to 

people and personal information play a role have been especially popular.139 

 For example, privacy has been defined as limitations on others' access 

 

    130 Law: Ducat (1992), p. 629. 

    131 Japanese Immigrant Case, 189 U.S. 86 (1903); Wang Yang Sung v. McGrath, 339 U.S. 33 (1950); see: Law: Asimow 

(1988), p. 50. 

    132 Anthropology: Elshtain (1981), p. 6. 

    133 Anthropology: Mead ([1928/1949] 1961). 

    134 Law: DeCew (1997), p. 12. 

    135 Anthropology: Ingold (2002), p. 495. 

    136 Anthropology: Westin (1967), p. 59. 

    137 Anthropology: Journal of Social Issues (1977); Benn (1983). 

    138 Law: DeCew (1997), p. 12-13; see also: Anthropology: An-Na’im (1992) and Wilson (1997). 

    139 Philosophy: Allen (1988). 



9.1 Rights 
 

27 
 

 

• To an individual's life experiences and engagements140; 

• To certain modes of being in a person's life141; 

• To an entity that possesses experiences142. 

 

 It has also been defined as the condition of being protected from unwanted access by others.143 

 In addition to protecting freedom and self-expression, it is suggested, the privacy of the backstage protects us from 

the unfairness of being misjudged by strangers who don't have time to put our informal speech and conduct into broader 

context.144 

 Influential restricted access definition of Ruth Gavison includes, in her words: "such 'typical' invasions of privacy 

as the collection, storage, and computerization of information; the dissemination of information about individuals; peeping, 

following, watching, and photographing individuals; intruding or entering 'private' places; eavesdropping, wiretapping, 

reading of letters."145 [PX=10] 

 

1025 

“Without privacy there is no autonomy of person, and without autonomy there is no freedom.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: Philosophers have made many attempts to ground or justify the right to privacy, but the most convincing 

approach regards the right to privacy as an instrumental value, which supports other basic rights such as property, bodily 

security, and freedom. A primary moral foundation for the value of privacy is its role as a condition of freedom (or 

autonomy): a shield of privacy is absolutely essential if one is to freely pursue his or her projects or cultivate intimate social 

relationships.146 

 According to James Reiman, without privacy there are two ways in which our freedom can be appreciably 

attenuated.147 First, there is the risk of an extrinsic loss of freedom because the lack of privacy often makes individuals 

vulnerable to having their behavior controlled by others. Sensitive information collected without one's permission and 

knowledge can be a potent weapon in the hands of those in positions of authority. Such information might be used to deprive 

individuals of certain rewards and opportunities, such as job promotions and transfers, or may preclude eligibility for 

insurance and other important necessities. This thwarts our autonomy, our basic capacity for making choices and directing 

our lives without outside interference. As Carol Gould has observed, "privacy is a protection against unwanted imposition 

or coercion by others and thus a protection of one's freedom of action."148 

 There is also the risk of an intrinsic loss of freedom. It is common knowledge that most people will behave 

differently when they are being watched or monitored by others. In these circumstances, it is normal to feel more inhibited 

and tentative about one's plans and activities. As Richard Wassestrom puts it, without privacy life is often "less spontaneous 

and more measured."149 

 In summary, without the benefit of privacy, we are more subject to the manipulation and control by others and we 

are more inhibited and timid about the pursuit of our goals and activities. Foucault believes that this is precisely the "panoptic 

effect" that most prison systems seek to achieve whereby the inmate feels that he or she is in a "state of conscious and 

permanent visibility that assures the automatic functioning of power."150 [PX=10] 

 

1026 

“Main types of privacy.” 
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[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: Constitutional uses of "privacy" include three its types: 

 

1) Privacy used in a physical sense, to denote seclusion, solitude, security, or bodily integrity, at home and 

elsewhere; 

 

2) Privacy used in an informational sense, to denote confidentiality, secrecy, or anonymity, especially with 

respect to correspondence, conversation, and records; 

 

3) Privacy used in decisional sense, to denote liberty, freedom, choice or autonomy in decision-making about 

sex, family, and health care.151 

[PX=10] 

 

1027 

“Standards of fair information practices.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: In certain cases, in the name of "privacy" some statutes establish qualitative standards for the collection, use, 

transfer, and storage of information. Fair information practices require that data collectors: 

 

1) Protect personal information from public exposure. 

 

2) Take reasonable steps to verify and update information. 

 

3) Allow individuals access to records of which they are the subject. 

 

4) Obtain consent prior to otherwise unauthorized uses of information. 

 

 With purpose of protecting fair information practices in the United States, there exists a Freedom of 

Information/Privacy Act.152 

 The Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) gives citizens the ability to file a request for specific information from a 

government agency and provides recourse in federal court if that agency fails to comply with FOIA requirements. Over the 

last two decades, beginning with Reagan, this law become increasingly diluted and circumvented by each succeeding 

administration. Under the Bush Administration, agencies make extensive and arbitrary use of FOIA exemptions (such as 

those for classified information, privileged attorney-client documents and certain information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes) often inappropriately or with inadequate justification. Quite commonly, the Bush Administration simply fails to 

respond to FOIA requests at all. Whether this is simply an inordinate delay or an unstated final refusal to respond to the 

request, the requesting party is never told.153 [PX=10] 

 

1028 

“Privacy in the world.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: The belief that privacy is a fundamental human right is recognized by Article 12 of the Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights: 'No one shall be subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy, family, home or correspondence, nor 
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to attacks upon his honor and reputation. Everyone has the right to the protection of the law against such interference or 

attacks.'154 It is also declared in Article 17 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.155 

 In countries around the world, protecting a broad range of privacy interests is deemed a core function of government. 

Virtually every country's Constitution provides for a degree of physical, informational and decisional privacy by limiting 

government access to homes, possessions, and persons.156 

 Thus Chapter 2, Article 6, of the Swedish Constitution provides for physical and informational privacy, declaring 

that: "Every citizen shall in relation to the community be protected against forced encroachment on his body... [and] shall be 

protected against any bodily search, search of his home or similar encroachment as well as against any examination of letters 

or other confidential correspondence and against eavesdropping or recording of telephone conversations or other confidential 

communication."157 [PX=10] 

 

1029 

“Privacy in the American Constitution.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: The First Amendment provides that "Congress shall make no law... abridging the freedom of speech... or the 

right of the people peaceably to assemble." The Supreme Court has held that this provision guarantees a right of free 

association for individuals and a right of privacy for groups. Restricted access to meeting places is the demand of physical 

privacy; restricted access to membership lists, the demand of informational privacy. 

 The conception of the physical privacy of home is reflected in Third Amendment strictures on access to private 

houses: "No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the Owner, not in time of war, 

but in a manner to be prescribed by law." 

 The privacy norms that motivated the Third Amendment are highly consonant with the privacy norms that underlay 

the Fourth Amendment. Also carving out a sphere of physical household privacy, the Fourth Amendment asserts that: "The 

right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall 

not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause... particularly describing the place to be searched, and 

persons or things to be seized." Fourth Amendment cases since Katz v. United States, 389 U.S. 347, 351 (1968), have ascribed 

a right to a "reasonable expectation of privacy." To fall under the protection of the Fourth Amendment's limit on search and 

seizure: "[A] person must... exhibit... an actual (subjective) expectation of privacy and... the expectation [must] be the one 

that society is prepared to recognize as 'reasonable'." 

 The Fifth Amendment: "[N]or shall any person... be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against 

himself."158 "Personal dignity and integrity, both intimately tied to the ability to keep information about ourselves from 

others, are demeaned when the state is permitted to use tactics that make the unwilling to incriminate themselves."159 

 The Supreme Court has also held that a fundamental "right of privacy" derived from the 14th Amendment limits 

government interference with autonomous personal decision-making respecting birth control and abortion.160 

 In general, it should be noted that the concept of privacy has been evolving in the U.S. from the concept of 

nonintrusion (e. g., the Fourth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution offering protection against unreasonable searches and 

seizures), to a concept of noninterference (e.g., the Roe v. Wade decision giving a woman the right to choose to have an 

abortion), to limited information access (e. g., Privacy Act of 1974 restricting collection, use, and distribution of information 

by federal agencies).161 [PX=10] 

 

1030 

“Reduction of physical privacy to informational privacy.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 
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FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: The claim that the Bill of Rights privacy jurisprudence relates both to physical and informational privacy raises 

an interesting conceptual question. Is physical privacy reducible to informational privacy? The Fourth Amendment restricts 

access to people, households, and other private areas, while also restricting access to information of the sort that might be 

contained in a person's papers, effects, and conversations. Since physical contact can yield new information, one might take 

the view that concerns about restricting physical access ultimately boil down to concerns about information learned through 

sensory exposure.162 [PX=10] 

 

1031 

“The publicity principle.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: Rules and conditions governing private situations should be clear and known to the persons affected by them.163 

 In effect, we can plan to protect our privacy better if we know where the zones of privacy are and under what 

conditions and to whom information will be given.164 [PX=10] 

 

1033 

“May fundamental rights be violated?” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: 

"The present civilization differs so from the civilization of our fathers that our fathers' law has, in many respects, 

become a sorry guide. And in none more than in the values it sought to maintain."165 

 

 I will try to give an example of the latest legal trends that may exist in the current American judiciary by this citation: 

 

"No "academic..." has been more important in the emerging contemporary jurisprudence than Richard A. Posner, 

who developed his approach to law while he was a professor at the University of Chicago Law School."166 

 "Cost-benefit analysis (CBA) is ... a general tool of modern economics and Posner's economic analysis of 

law uses CBA as a general tool in legal analysis as well."167 

 "A striking application of CBA to law is contained in two Posner articles on the exclusionary rule (which 

bars admission of illegally seized evidence in a criminal case) under the Fourth Amendment."168 

 "Posner gives the following example: "Suppose that B, the cost to the defendant of the search in terms of 

damage to property or seizure of lawful private communications is $1,000; P, the probability that he could not be 

convicted without this search, was 1 percent at the time of the search; and L, the social cost (in reduced deterrence 

and prevention of crime) of not convicting him is $50,000." Such a search would be illegal under CBA. Suppose, 

however, that "the evidence obtained in the search is essential for conviction." In that case, under the Posner 

analysis, "even though the social cost of the search is only $1,000, the exclusionary rule will impose punishment of 

$50,000 on the society." Hence, to Judge Posner, the exclusionary rule clearly fails the CBA test: "the private (and 

social) cost imposed on the government may greatly exceed the social cost of the [police] misconduct"."169 

[PX=10] 

  

 

    162 Philosophy: Allen (1996), p. 148. 

    163 Philosophy: Baird (2000), p. 210. 

    164 Ibid. 

    165 Law: Schwartz (1993), p. 554. 

    166 Ibid., p. 566; see also: Cane (2003). 

    167 Ibid., p. 571. 

    168 Ibid. 

    169 Ibid., p. 572. 
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1034 

“Key constitutional rights as special points.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: If the constitutional rights of the object of surveillance are weighted at $1,000, then, of course, any violation of 

his rights is "justified." I, however, refuse to put such a low price for my rights. Indeed I think that such rights, as freedom 

of speech, the right for privacy, and the right from illegal searches, are points where arbitrary cost is misleading: these are 

what is known as "special points" in mathematics, or points where "the function" ceases to be differentiable, and may have 

infinite values. All my life experience tells me that certain rights are so essential that they outweigh more "ordinary," rational 

considerations. To put it simply, for me, the cost of violation of my privacy in $100,000,000 is too small. [PX=10] 

 

1035 

“Legal precedents with respect to privacy violations.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: The Fourth Amendment is most direct constitutional protection of our right to privacy.170 

 The historic birth of the right of privacy is traced to the Warren and Brandeis article in 1890: 

 

"That the individual shall have full protection in person and in property is a principle as old as the common law; but 

it has been found necessary from time to time to define anew the exact nature and extent of such protection. Political, 

social, and economic changes entail the recognition of new rights, and the common law, in its eternal youth, grows 

to meet the demands of the society. Thus, in very early times, the law gave a remedy only for physical interference 

with life and property, for trespasses vi et armis. Then the "right to life" served only to protect the subject from 

battery in its various forms; liberty meant freedom from actual restraint; and the right to property secured to the 

individual his lands and his cattle. Later, there came recognition of man's spiritual nature, of his feelings and his 

intellect. Gradually the scope of these legal rights broadened; and now the right to life has come to mean the right 

to enjoy life, — the right to be left alone; the right to liberty secures the exercise of extensive civil privileges; and 

the term "property" has grown to comprise every form of possession — intangible, as well as tangible."171 

 

 In 1928, Justice Brandeis, in dissent, wrote: 

 

"The makers of our Constitution undertook to secure conditions favorable to the pursuit of happiness. They 

recognized the significance of man's spiritual nature, of his feeling and of his intellect. They knew that only a part 

of the pain, pleasure and satisfaction of life are to be found in material things. They sought to protect Americans in 

their beliefs, their thoughts, their emotions and their sensations. They conferred, as against the Government, the 

right to be let alone — the most comprehensive of rights and the right most valued by civilized men. To protect that 

right, every unjustifiable intrusion by the Government upon the privacy of the individual, whatever the means 

employed, must be deemed a violation of the Fourth Amendment." 

 

 Nearly a half century later, the Supreme Court adopted Brandeis reading of the Fourth Amendment.172 

 To ensure compliance with the Fourth Amendment, the Supreme Court had fashioned the "exclusionary rule." The 

Court held that evidence seized in an illegal search could not be introduced at trial as evidence against the person whose 

Fourth Amendment rights were violated.173 

 The most basic aspect of a traditional Fourth Amendment search is that it must be pursuant to a warrant that is based 

on "probable cause" and describes with particularity "the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized."174 

[PX=10] 

 

    170 Law: Alderman (1997), p. 10. 

    171 Law: Warren (1890), p. 193. 

    172 Law: Alderman (1991), p. 137. 

    173 Ibid., p. 138. 

    174 Ibid. 
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1036 

“Existing outlooks on the state and future of privacy.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: A wide range of opinions is expressed in America on the state of privacy in the society and outlooks for its 

future development: 

 

• On the optimistic side of the spectrum of opinions, it is thought that the information and communication 

technologies create more democratic systems. From this perspective, these technologies will inevitably 

spread information far and wide, thereby eroding hierarchies and monopolies of power across all sectors 

of society.175 

 

The other opinions are: 

 

• Affirmative view on the existing legal right to privacy.176 

 

• Investigation of how evolving ideas about privacy develop law through culture.177 

 

• Concern about the influence of surveillance on social institutions and social change.178 

 

• Analysis of the politics of wiretapping and encryption.179 

 

• Description of how information technology opens new avenues for invasion of privacy by private investigators.180 

 

• View on data mining and privacy exploitation as a big business.181 

 

• Understanding that surveillance is a weapon of social control182 and that it changes the character of postmodern 

life.183 

 

• Confirmation of the fact that we live in a surveillance society.184 

 

• Conclusion about the destruction of privacy in America.185 

 

 

    175 Philosophy: de Sola Pool (1983); Cleveland (1985); Gilder (1994); Dyson (1997); and Monahan (2018). 

    176 Law: Alderman (1997) and Solove (2015) and Philosophy: Lane (2009), Solove (2009), Moore (2010), Solove 

(2011), Keizer (2012), Richards (2015), Wacks (2015), and Monahan (2018). 

    177 Philosophy: Barbas (2015), Igo (2018), and Monahan (2018). 

    178 Philosophy: Nock (1993), Mills (2015), and Monahan (2018). 

    179 Philosophy: Diffie (1999) and Monahan (2018). 

    180 Law: Copeland (1997); Philosophy: Dennedy (2014) and Monahan (2018). 

    181 Philosophy: Sileo (2010) and Monahan (2018). 

    182 Philosophy: Staples (1997)(2) and Monahan (2018); see also: Sociology: Ross (1969); Adams (1982); Kelly (1994); 

Garland (2002); Simpson (2002); Innes (2003); Pound (2006); Cohen (2007); Deutschmann (2007); Goldsmith (2008); 

White (2008); Beckett (2009); Fernandez (2009); Pfohl (2009); Byrne (2010); Blomberg (2011); Chriss (2013); Curtis 

(2013); Guia (2013); Inderbitzin (2013); Sarangi (2013); Browne (2015); Dencik (2015); Goldstein (2015); Inderbitzin 

(2015); Mészáros (2015); Schneier (2015); and Zuboff (2019). 

    183 Philosophy: Staples (1997)(1) and Monahan (2018). 

    184 Philosophy: Lyon (1994), (2001), and (2007); Nissenbaum (2010); Gilliom (2013); Adams (2014); Horne (2014); 

Lyon (2015); Rotenberg (2015); Lyon (2018); and Monahan (2018); and Law: Jeffrey (2000) and (2009), Aas (2009), 

Harris (2011), and Jones (2015). 

    185 Philosophy: Rosen (2000) and Monahan (2018). 
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• Declaration of the end of privacy.186 

 

• Discussion of what is left of privacy in the age of big data and massive dragnet surveillance.187 

 

• Discussion of social media as surveillance.188 

 

• View of surveillance as technological slavery.189 

 

 Many social scientists regard the information and communication technology revolution as primarily a means for 

extending the social control.190 Some have argued that this revolution is enabling the construction of a 'surveillance society' 

in which every citizen imagines their actions to be on camera.191 

 With the advance of social media there come the realization that some might knowingly and willingly participate 

in surveillance. For instance, while Julie Cohen freely accepts the futility of trying to regulate online surveillance without 

taking note of the playful sociability of social media, she also demands that such participation be viewed in a larger context. 

For her, the participatory turn occurs within a political-economic shift from the surveillance-industrial complex in which 

surveillance was seen as a necessary evil, to what she calls a surveillance-innovation complex in which it is viewed as a force 

for good. With the former, efforts were made to regulate and contain surveillance as something that might constrain civil 

liberties or invade privacy. But in the latter, surveillance moves into a context where it is seen as exempt from social and 

legal control.192 

 The general consensus, however, is still in acknowledgement of the erosion of privacy and a varying degree of 

alarm about that. [PX=10] 

 

1037 

“Surveillance society.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: All societies that are dependent on communication and information technologies for administrative and control 

processes are surveillance societies.193 

 But as Gary T. Marx cautioned the "new surveillance" technologies used in American policing may portend the 

coming "maximum surveillance society."194 [PX=10] 

 

1038 

“Erosion of privacy as an issue of social control.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: The issues around undercover police work in general and electronic surveillance in particular go far beyond 

 

    186 Philosophy: Sykes (1999); Whitaker (1999); Garfunkel (2000); Andrews (2011); Tanner (2014); and Monahan 

(2018). 

    187 Philosophy: Slobogin (2007); Zureik (2010); Craig (2011); Deibert (2013); Angwin (2014); Lane (2014); Payton 

(2014); Scoble (2014); Monahan (2018); and Ferguson (2020); Law: Bailey (2014-2015). 

    188 Philosophy: Trottier (2016). 

    189 Philosophy: Kaczynski (2019). 

    190 Philosophy: Beniger (1986); Carey (1989); Schiller (1989) and (1996); and Monahan (2018); see also: Sociology: 

Ross (1969); Adams (1982); Kelly (1994); Garland (2002); Simpson (2002); Innes (2003); Pound (2006); Cohen (2007); 

Deutschmann (2007); Goldsmith (2008); White (2008); Beckett (2009); Fernandez (2009); Pfohl (2009); Byrne (2010); 

Blomberg (2011); Chriss (2013); Curtis (2013); Guia (2013); Inderbitzin (2013); Sarangi (2013); Browne (2015); Dencik 

(2015); Goldstein (2015); Inderbitzin (2015); Mészáros (2015); and Schneier (2015). 

    191 Philosophy: Flaherty (1985); Gandy (1989) and (1993); and Monahan (2018). 

    192 Philosophy: Lyon (2018), p. 117-118. 

    193 Philosophy: Lyon (2001), p. 1. 

    194 Ibid., p. 108. 
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tactical and strategic questions and even beyond whether, in any given investigation, justice was done. Specifically, they 

include consideration of what may be a subtle and deep-lying shift in the nature of American society. Social control has 

become more specialized and technical, and, in many ways, more penetrating and intrusive. In some ways, we are moving 

toward a Napoleonic view of the relationship between the individual and the state, where the individual is assumed to be 

guilty and must prove his or her innocence. The state's power to seek out violations, even without specific grounds for 

suspicion, has been enhanced.195 The question "Is he corrupt?" may be replaced by the question "Is he corruptible?" Some 

police operations amount to random integrity testing of selected individuals or social groups. Rather than intervention into 

ongoing criminal activities, there is an effort to create them in a priori targeted individuals or criminalize such individuals 

apart from specific grounds for suspicion.196 With this comes a cult and culture of surveillance that goes beyond government 

to the private sector and the interaction of individuals.197 [PX=10] 

 

1039 

“Has the nature of surveillance changed?” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: Jeremy Bentham designed the panopticon as a prison comprising a circular structure with a guard tower at its 

center, thus allowing a single guard (or a small group of guards) to observe all the prisoners at any given time. The design 

obscures the view of the guard tower from the cells, and prisoners cannot know when they are being watched or whether a 

guard is even present; as a result, they are compelled to act as though they are always being watched. This design has become 

a metaphor, pioneered by philosopher Michel Foucault, for the modern surveillance state.198 

 It had been common among the observers of modern surveillance to declare that though the creep of surveillance 

was unquestionable, the new Panopticon differed from the old in two significant ways: it was decentered and it was 

predominantly consensual.199 Some even said that there was no Big Brother and that we were him.200 

 These positions reflected more of the wishful thinking because they either confused the collective nature of exercise 

of social control with the existence of centers of social power, or treated a temporary political atmosphere as a permanent 

guarantee against possible centralization of the means of political control. Even in a pre-September 11 world they ignored a 

synchronized behavior of seemingly decentralized instruments of power. After the attacks on the World Trade Center and 

the Pentagon all these declarations about Big Brother being laid off utterly and obviously conflict what is happening. [PX=10] 

 

1040 

“Is this really important for an average person?” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: There is an opinion that the electronic surveillance and privacy are the issues of exclusive concern of only a 

small minority of people subjected to surveillance because they are criminals or by the reasons of national security. But that 

is not so. 

 First, the scale of electronic surveillance, as the statistics demonstrates, grows fast. 

 Second, as the facts presented above show, not only criminals or spies are subjected to surveillance. "Defensive 

counterintelligence includes measures to monitor your own personnel."201 Also under surveillance may be politically active 

people of undesirable views. 

 

    195 Law: Marx (1988), p. 2; see also: Sociology: Ross (1969); Adams (1982); Kelly (1994); Garland (2002); Simpson 

(2002); Innes (2003); Pound (2006); Cohen (2007); Deutschmann (2007); Goldsmith (2008); White (2008); Beckett 

(2009); Fernandez (2009); Pfohl (2009); Byrne (2010); Blomberg (2011); Chriss (2013); Curtis (2013); Guia (2013); 

Inderbitzin (2013); Sarangi (2013); Browne (2015); Dencik (2015); Goldstein (2015); Inderbitzin (2015); Mészáros (2015); 

and Schneier (2015). 

    196 Ibid., p. 11. 

    197 Ibid., p. 2. 

    198 Philosophy: Hartzog (2018), p. 24. 

    199 Philosophy: Whitaker (1999), p. 139. 

    200 Philosophy: Staples (1997)(2), p. 129. 

    201 Law: Steele (2002), p. 22. 
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 Third, the issue of privacy touches not only people under intense surveillance. "In a 1998 Louis Harris poll, 88 

percent of Americans said they were concerned about their privacy, while a majority (55 percent) said they were 'very 

concerned'."202 

 Some people, including known authorities on the issues of privacy and surveillance, tend to have a dismissive 

attitude to the problems and dangers of modern surveillance. They would note that "those whose risk histories reveal mental 

instability, brushes with the law, or an inability to provide for dependents... will discover that they are targets for fairly 

intensive police and health and welfare surveillance", but would convey a general attitude that it is not a big problem because 

it does not affect them.203 This is a very precarious position. What if "mental instability" by itself was a reaction to 

surveillance? What if "brushes with the law" were only in non-violent attempts to use political free speech? What if "inability 

to provide for dependents" was the other term for "unemployment," from which nobody is supposedly guaranteed in the 

Western world? 

 "The struggle over privacy is the preeminent issue of the Information Age. And, one way or another, there will be a 

revolution in personal privacy over the next several decades."204 

  The issues of privacy and surveillance boil down to the question: How do states establish and maintain control over 

those within their territorial jurisdiction? Many would argue that the answer to this question lies in the Weberian definition 

of the state whereby political authority claim control and the legitimate use of force. Hobbes makes this point a bit more 

directly, arguing that it is the relative balance of state to nonstate coercive behavior that establishes the foundation upon 

which citizens make decisions about what they will do regarding the relevant political authority. Hobbes has a particular take 

on the issue, as he is concerned with actual government behavior on the ground. It can be maintained that while this is 

important, the key to understanding how states establish and maintain control over their territorial jurisdiction resides more 

in the minds of their constituents.205 

 This is useful to acknowledge because states are severely outnumbered in terms of the number of people working 

in and for them, relative to the size of the total population. Additionally, for a variety of different reasons, political authorities 

do not use the full arsenal of weapons at their disposal against those under their care, as it would destroy the very thing that 

they are trying to preserve/protect/exploit. Awareness of this situation assists us in understanding a fundamental truism 

regarding the modern social control: there are not enough agents in any nation-state to simply intimidate, sanction, and/or 

kill every citizen, without the enhanced power of modern surveillance.206 

 For example, the U.S. state engaged in a wide variety of repressive strategies assisted by modern surveillance to 

identify, constrain, and destroy the dissidents. Throughout its history, suspected dissidents were harassed, detained, 

questioned, arrested, beaten, and deported. Interestingly, and directly in line with earlier arguments, these activities were not 

hidden from the U.S. population. Rather, they were placed on the front pages of the most important newspapers as well as in 

the prime-time programming of some of the most important radio and television stations. The balance of coverage and thus 

the perception of order emerging was abundantly clear.207 

 The outcome of the search and destroy mission assisted by modern surveillance undertaken by U.S. political 

authorities was seemingly no less than a devastating removal of all things dissident in American life. Over time, membership 

in non-major parties dwindled to a small number. A similar path was followed by associated newspapers. If one was a 

dissident, then one was as good as dead — jobless, friendless, shunned, and scorned. Repressive behavior appeared to work 

exactly as planned: upon being targeted by the American state, the challenged organizations basically ceased to exist along 

with their activities, individuals, and many elements of the ideology associated with them. What was left was a series of 

repressive laws and a growing massive surveillance apparatus.208 [PX=10] 

 

 

    202 Law: Sykes (1999), p. 5. 

    203 Law: Lyon (2001), p. 6. 

    204 Law: Sykes (1999), p. 221. 

    205 Sociology: Morgan (2017), p. 258. 

    206 Based on: Sociology: Morgan (2017), p. 28-259. 

    207 Ibid., p.275-276. 

    208 Ibid., p. 276. 
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9.2 Философия 

 

1041 

"Lower taxes! 

Down with tyranny! 

Down with Obamacare!” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: October 30, 2010. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Outrage. 

CONTEXT: Tea Party and right-wing Republican slogans. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: The ideas of Hayek became widely known during the 1980s as an acknowledged influence on the British 

Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher.  In our time, Tea Party and right-wing Republicans in the U.S do not conceal the fact that they 

admire Hayek.  Who is Hayek and why is he admired by Margaret Thatcher and American right-wingers? 

• Friederich August Hayek (1899-1992) was born in Austria and later became a British subject.  His works cover 

several disciplines.  Starting from debates concerning whether market forces should be controlled, they contain 

a certain completely identifiable philosophical theory.  Hayek is skeptical about constructive rationalism, the 

idea that human institutions may and should be deliberately constructed so as to satisfy human needs.209 

  

▪ (But it is, of course, not this conservative axiom starting point that so attracts the 

“revolutionary” soul of Tea Party.) 

 

• Hayek states that the spontaneous order is the result of individual actions and decisions, which cannot have 

any such order as their goal.  Hayek acknowledges the influence of such thinkers as Adam Smith, Hume, and 

Ferguson, on the formulation of these ideas.  They lead to skepticism with regard to socialism, in which a 

system of centralized economic planning, replaces the operation of the market.  In his work The Road to 

Serfdom (London, George Routledge & Sons, 1944; Philosophy: Hayek (1994)).  Hayek claims that such 

comprehensive planning destroys individual freedom and cannot achieve success, because it is not possible to 

centralize all the knowledge required for its functioning.210 

  

▪ (A large number of objections may be made concerning successful forecasts and work with 

key economic indicators in a wide range of states, from China to the Western Europe to the 

U.S.  To completely deny the role of the state in modern economies is just as much 

extremism as the old Soviet model of socialism.) 

 

• In Hayek's beloved system the general welfare is the result of the actions chosen by individuals against a 

background of a system of laws and traditions, which embody the wisdom of proven adaptations211. 

 

▪ (The word tradition must have hurt the ears of Tea Party “revolutionaries”.)  

  

• Hayek acknowledges his similarity to Ryle in distinguishing between  "knowledge how" and "knowledge that" 

in his The Constitution of Liberty (London, Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1960; Philosophy: Hayek (1993)).  It is 

obvious that throughout his work there is a negative concept of freedom, in accordance with which freedom 

consists of the absence of compulsory interference from others212. Here what he says in this book: 

 

▪ "In this book we are interested in a human situation in which compulsion from others is 

minimized to the extent possible in society.  Here we will call this state, a state of 

 

    209 Philosophy: Brown (1996), p. 322-323. 

    210 Ibid., p. 323. 

    211 Ibid. 

    212 Ibid. 
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freedom."213 

▪ The fact is that there exist important positive freedoms, in particular, the freedom to control 

the actions of the government in the course of the democratic process (which is important 

because the government — "great" or "small" is a powerful participant in the life of society) 

and freedom as actual equality before the law (i. e., not only formal legal equality, but also 

the economic and social potential to realize that equality). 

 

• Hayek calls for a distinction between democratic practice and freedom thus defined and speaks of their possible 

conflict214. 

  

▪ By the way, Hayek was far from professing what is generally understood to be "democratic 

convictions." 

▪ "The first meaning of "freedom," with which we must contrast our use of the term is what 

is usually called "political freedom," the participation of the people in the election of their 

government, in the process of legislation and in control of the administration.215 

▪ The social content of this political philosophy is to allow unimpeded capitalist exploitation 

in the traditions of the 19th century. Right-wingers are OK with any form of government as 

long as it provides uninterrupted framework for such 19th century style exploitation, 

preferably with low taxes and minimum regulations. It is easy to imagine the right-wing 

admirers of Hayek highly approving of Pinochet because he does not interfere with "free 

enterprise."  (They pay no attention to the fact that the majority of Chileans do not like 

Pinochet.) 

 

• Hayek's opinions are in sharp contrast with the theories of social justice of such philosophers as Rawls and 

Dworkin. 

 

▪ For example, Dworkin says: "If government pushes people below the level at which they 

can help shape the community and draw value from it for their own lives, or if it holds out 

a bright future in which their own children are promised only second-class lives, then it 

forfeits the only premise on which its conduct might be justified"216 

▪ Rawls asserts: "Advanced (progressive) doctrines of all types — religious, philosophical 

and moral — belong to what we may call the "background culture" of civil society.  This is 

the social, and not the political culture.  This is the culture of daily life, and its multiple 

associations: churches and universities, learned and scientific societies, clubs and teams...  

In a democratic society there exists a tradition of democratic thought, the content of which 

is at least known and understood by the educated common sense of the citizenry as a whole.  

The basic institutions of society and their generally accepted forms of interpretation may be 

considered as a fund of implicitly shared ideas and principles. 

 Thus, justice as fairness begins with a certain political tradition and transmits its 

main idea, that society is a just system of cooperation, over time, from one generation to the 

next...  This central organizing idea develops concomitantly with two other main ideas: one 

of them involves the fact that the citizenry (participants in cooperation) are free and equal 

individuals...; the other involves the idea of a well-organized society — a society, efficiently 

regulated by the political conceptions of justice.”217 

 

• In contrast to Rawls, for Hayek it is unthinkable to adopt a moralistic attitude to the results of the market system 

of distribution.  Moreover, he asserts in his work, Law, Legislation and Liberty, vol. 2: The Mirage of Social 

Justice (Philosophy: Hayek (1976)) that attempts at redistribution are actually incompatible with a legal state, 

which implies treating individuals without prejudice.  Hayek assets that attempts to correct material inequality 

are based on an unfounded conception of need, threaten liberty through forced redistribution, and undermine 

 

    213 Philosophy: Hayek (1993), p. 9. 

    214 Philosophy: Brown (1996), p. 323. 

    215 Philosophy: Hayek (1993), p. 13. 

    216 Philosophy: Dworkin (1996)(1), p. 212. 

    217 Philosophy: Rawls (1996), p. 14; see also: Pogge (1999) and Mandle (2014). 
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the efficacy of the economic system that provides the resources for the redistribution.218 

 

▪ "Now it is essential to clearly distinguish two completely different questions that arise as a 

result of the demand for "social justice" under conditions of market economics. 

▪ The first question is whether the concept of "social justice" has any meaning or content at 

all in an economic system based on the market. 

▪ The second question is whether it is possible to sustain a market economy, when we impose 

on it (in the name of "social justice" or on some other pretext) a pattern of compensation 

based on evaluation of the behavior or needs of separate individuals or groups by an 

authority that has the power of enforcement. 

▪ The answer to both of these questions is clearly 'no'."219 

 

▪ Here, we finally have come to the main reason why right-wingers admire Hayek. 

 

• Not everyone in the West is in agreement with Hayek and Margaret Thatcher. Those who do not agree are far 

from limited to left-wing radicals. In fact, outside of the United States the solid majority definitely disagree.  

From time to time they are in power.  One of those who did not agree was the great American president Franklin 

D. Roosevelt.  He was great because he extricated America from the crisis of the 1930s (a crisis analogous in 

scope to the recession of 2008). The methods Franklin D. Roosevelt used to get the U.S. out of the crisis 

involved the kind of intensification of the planning role of the state and redistribution against which Hayek 

speaks so strongly.  And this is important — Roosevelt continued to be a democrat. As for the threat to freedom, 

I will cite here Franklin D. Roosevelt's speech in which he speaks of the need for a "Second Bill of Rights." In 

January 1944, the American president Franklin D. Roosevelt in his yearly address to Congress said: 

 

▪ "Now our duty is to determine the plans and strategy for achieving long-term peace and a 

standard of living in America that is higher than it has ever been.  We cannot be satisfied 

with what we have achieved, no matter how high our average standard of living is, if some 

portion of our population — whether one third, one fifth or one tenth — is poorly nourished, 

poorly clothed, poorly housed and feels itself to be insecure. Our republic had its beginning 

and grew to its current strength under the protection of certain inalienable rights — among 

these freedom of speech, freedom of press, freedom of religion, the right to a jury trial, and 

freedom from unwarranted search and seizure.  These are our rights of life and liberty. As 

our nation has grown in size and importance, however, — as our economy has become more 

industrialized — these political rights have proved to be insufficient to ensure the equality 

of the people in their pursuit of happiness. We have come to the clear realization of the fact 

that true individual freedom cannot exist without economic security and independence.  

"People in need are not free."  People who are hungry and unemployed are the material from 

which dictatorships are made. Today these economic truths have begun to be perceived as 

obvious.  We have perceived, so to speak, a second bill of rights, on which a new foundation 

of security and prosperity may be built for everyone — regardless of position, race, or 

religion. Among these rights are: 

 

▪ The right to useful... work in the industries, stores, farms, or mines of the nation. 

▪ The right of the businessman, large or small, to trade in an atmosphere free of dishonest 

competition and domination by domestic or foreign monopolies. 

▪ The right of each family to adequate housing. 

▪ The right to adequate medical care. 

▪ The right to adequate protection from economic fears of old age, illness, accident or 

unemployment. 

▪ The right to a good education. 

▪ All these rights mean security... 

▪ America's honored position in the world depends, to a great extent, on how fully these and 

similar rights have been incorporated into the practical life of the citizenry.  And to this day, 

 

    218 Philosophy: Brown (1996), p. 323. 
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while there is no security here at home, there cannot be long-standing peace on Earth."220 

 

• In 1944, Franklin D. Roosevelt was elected to a fourth (unprecedented) term as president.  Soon after this he 

died. A part of what Roosevelt talked about in his speech was implemented during his presidency and was part 

of the program with which he led his country out of the great crisis of the 1930s.  Other things about which he 

spoke in his 1944 speech (for example, universal medical insurance) remained unachieved.  For this reason, 

his speech is still timely in the U.S. 

• The Tea Party wants to rollback health care reforms adopted during the first two years of Obama administration 

calling them a threat of tyranny. Let us remind them that Article 25 of the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights talks about the right for health care.221 At the same time right-wingers want to reduce taxes, which if 

realized will be only a gift for the rich. Incidentally, you do not find anywhere in the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights a right for the “freedom from taxes.” This attempt to redefine freedom as the freedom from 

taxation with complete disregard to what people on the Earth call human rights, puts the Tea Party and 

American right-wingers in the same company as such notorious Western European right-wing extremists as 

the Austrian Freedom Party. Oh yes, European neo-Nazis also talk about freedom understanding it as “freedom 

from taxes” and disregard all human rights. [PX=10] 

 

1042 

"Health care as a right is socialism. A moral argument must be made to the electorate that socialism creates a society of unpatriotic, 

inferior, weak, and immoral people.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: October 31, 2010. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Slightly agitated intellectual argument. 

CONTEXT: This is my paraphrasing of the words of a speaker at the Heritage Foundation shown on Book TV. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-H: In this election cycle the talk from the right side of the political spectrum is mostly about economy, taxes, 

and deficit. Still, as this program on Book TV demonstrated, some Republicans are willing to talk about morality. This particular 

speaker made long citations from Margaret Thatcher about corrupting influence of socialism on morals. So, let us talk about 

morality, in particular about what is understood as good morality by the ruling classes and by Christians. In this discussion it is 

almost impossible to ignore the role that Nietzsche played in the history of ideas about morality, Christianity, and socialism. 

Perhaps, nowadays some right-wingers wish that Nietzsche had never been around to have formulated the basis of their moral 

ideology which such openness and precision. But we would welcome a direct dialogue with this philosophical giant because it is 

very revealing. 

 For many years of my life, right up until relatively recently, it never entered my head that anyone in the modern world 

could be a serious follower of Nietzsche.  Life however has proved me wrong. Our 21st century begins with a new fashion for 

ideas to which this philosopher would subscribe. I would like to think that this is a temporary fashion.  How temporary is another 

issue.  There are signs that it will be long-lived.  The scale of the new Nietzscheism has compelled me to write down my opinions 

on this phenomenon. 

 After World War II, Nietzsche's influence was strongly eroded by the fact that the Nazis had taken him as their 

philosopher.  It is noteworthy, however, that the first serious philosophical rehabilitation of Nietzsche occurred in 1950222, at the 

moment of the start of the cold war against Communism. 

 In the following text I will cite with indentation excerpts from Keith Ansell-Pearson Introduction to Friedrich Nietzsche 

in Nietzsche’s 1996 edition of On the Genealogy of Morality.223 

 

▪ “Nietzsche was deeply convinced that it was essential to strive for ‘perfect man.’”224 

 

• In this he was profoundly similar to his ideological opposite — Soviet Communism. 

 

▪ “This ‘perfection’ consists for him not in improving living conditions for the majority of people, but 

 

     220 Law: Roosevelt (1938-1950), v. 13, p. 40-41. 

     221 Law: Steiner (1996), p. 1159. 

    222 Philosophy: Kaufmann ([1950] 1974). 

    223 Philosophy: Nietzsche (1996), p. ix-xviii; see also: Pearson (2006), Magnus (2007), Critchley (1998), McNeill 

(1998), Crowell (2012), Schacht (1999), Stern (2019), and Shand (2019). 

    224 Ibid. 



9.2 Philosophy 
 

40 
 

in developing new, astonishing, highly viable ‘supreme examples’ of human beings.”225 

 

• In this Nietzsche differs with the entire ideological spectrum from the center and left.  And of course, the superrich in 

the U.S., obtaining tax advantages as a result of the consequences of Reaganomics and the "Republican revolution," or 

the "Tea Party revolution" may with equal enthusiasm consider themselves to be "supreme examples" of human beings.  

What is more surprising, is how much the "middle class" has lost any understanding of the kind of abyss this ideology 

can lead to.  It is to this latter group, more than to the former, that I am appealing. 

 

▪ “The generation of such remarkable examples of human beings is possible, according to Nietzsche, 

only in a society that is politically organized as a strict hierarchy.”226 

 

• It should come as no surprise that all those, who feel contempt for democracy and its modern form, social democracy, 

would accept Nietzsche. 

 

▪ “’Rank order’ thus is the central concept and ‘culture’ is thought possible only if the majority is 

subjected to some form of economic slavery.”227 

 

• "Order" and "culture" thus are placed ahead of morality. 

 

▪ “The goal of Nietzsche in many of his works may be formulated as an attempt to present a critique of 

morality.  He wanted to prove that morality not only had a history and that in the past there were 

various types of moralities, but that moral interpretation of life must be understood as the invention 

of a certain human type (basically the slave, but also, the decadent individual, seeking revenge on 

life).  Today's social existence is controlled by a ‘herd-animal morality,’ which prevents the growth 

of the ‘human tree.’”228 

 

• Unfortunately, the true picture is more likely to be that the majority (whom I do not want to call the "herd") does not 

follow high standards of morality, rather the upholders of high morality are more likely to be the rare exceptions. 

 

▪ “Nietzsche begins his criticism of morality in a wider context by ‘reevaluating all values.’”229 

 

• In this sense Nietzsche must be akin to the people who have now lost the soil beneath their feet. 

 

▪ “The values that Nietzsche wants to subject to reevaluation are basically altruistic and egalitarian 

values, such as compassion, self-sacrifice, and equal rights.  But to Nietzsche these values in politics 

are based essentially on secularization of Christian values (he interprets the socialist doctrine of 

equality, for example, in terms of the secularization of Christian faith in the equality of all souls before 

God).”230 

 

• This may be perceived as a compliment to socialism (not always and everywhere, unfortunately, deserved.) 

• The problem, it seems to me, lies in another plane.  The Christian Bible consists of two parts: the Old and New 

Testaments.  The Old Testament, with its "an eye for an eye," speaks of the law of survival.  The New Testament is just 

the reverse: it presents a moral ideal that can never be realized in full.  A person who always tried to "turn the other 

cheek" could not survive.  The problem confronting every person considering him or herself, at least to some degree, a 

Christian, is that of resolving in real life the friction between the Old and the New Testaments.  We are speaking of 

finding a balance between the demands of survival and the demands of morality.  But a person who knowingly turns 

away from the demands of morality does not have the right to claim that he or she is a Christian. 

• The unbridled version of capitalism tries to live according to the laws of survival, ignoring morality as much as possible.  

 

    225 Ibid. 

    226 Ibid. 

    227 Ibid. 

    228 Ibid.; see also: Philosophy: Nietzsche (2006)(1), section 44; Pearson (2006), Magnus (2007), Critchley (1998), 

McNeill (1998), Crowell (2012), Schacht (1999), Stern (2019), and Shand (2019). 

    229 Philosophy: Nietzsche (1996), p. ix-xviii; see also: Pearson (2006), Magnus (2007), Critchley (1998), McNeill 

(1998), Crowell (2012), Schacht (1999), Stern (2019), and Shand (2019). 

    230 Ibid. 
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Socialism of the totalitarian model attempts to ignore the laws of survival, creating a nightmare "in the name of morality."  

For a Christian, the truth is in the middle.  Since, on one hand, we can only speak of true morality, when it, in the words 

of Kant, is not compulsory (is not in compliance with the rules of behavior in a concentration camp under threat of 

"nonsurvival.")  And, on the other hand, the interests of survival in such a "moderate position between capitalism and 

Communism," at a minimum, do not suffer in comparison to unbridled capitalism (for which there are profound reasons, 

since morality itself is in actuality the essence of many centuries of experience with survival — a topic for another 

discussion.) 

 

▪ “Nietzsche proposes to us that we overthrow everything we have been taught about good and evil 

and consider, for example, the position that ‘a man of evil’ from the point of view of the ‘general 

economics of life’ may have greater worth than a ‘the man of good’ praised by Christianity and 

moralists”231. 

 

• Praise, Americans, the neoimperialist Bush junior who started two endless wars in Middle East (at least one of them 

without any reason at all), and curse the kind Carter who did not bomb Iran. 

 

▪ “Noble people evaluate life in terms of the fullness of life, an excess of power.”232 

 

• Flow like a river, champagne of the nouveau rich of Reaganomics or of Bush-era tax cuts. 

 

▪ “In contrast, the slavish type of morality, which characterizes the oppressed and all those who, in one 

way or another, suffer in life, arises from a pessimistic suspicion about human existence.”233 

 

• That old age and its diseases and death do not spare anyone. 

 

▪ “The eyes of the slave turn with disapproval to the values of the powers that be: the slave values those 

qualities that help to ease his existence: compassion, patience, enterprise”234. 

 

• The person to whom such qualities are attributed could only be proud.  Again, unfortunately, such remarkable morals 

and enterprises are frequently lacking in slaves. 

 

▪ “Nietzsche wants to show that only through a moral revolt of slaves could the idea of man as a subject, 

free in his actions, and whose existence is interpreted in clearly moralistic terms have been introduced 

into history.  The moral revolt of the slaves refers mainly, though not exclusively, to what Nietzsche 

understands and interprets as the revolt of the Jews against the reign of noble values.  ‘Israel with its 

vengeance and its reevaluation of all past values,’ which ‘conquered’ noble values.  Jesus, the ‘Savior’ 

of the weak and the poor, represents the greatest temptation of this Jewish reevaluation of noble 

ideals.”235 

 

• This is a bit of anti-Semitism to satisfy the instinct of the crowd, against which Nietzsche claims to speak. 

 

▪ As a practical conclusion from the above, Nietzsche wanted to prove one more thing, which is music 

to the ears of all sorts of "right-wingers" — “that the law and justice are the creation of the strong and 

powerful individuals”236. 

▪ “Nietzsche's position is frequently confused with the diametrically opposite position of Callicles, who 

in Plato's Gorgias asserts that the weak, the majority, invented justice and compliance with laws.”237 

 

▪ Callicles:  "... I think that laws are made by the weak people, who are more numerous.  Thus, with 
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themselves and their own interests in mind, they make their laws..."238 

▪ Socrates: " Let us assume, that some number of us have gathered together, in a certain place and that 

we have a shared good supply of food and drink, and that we are all different — some strong, some 

weak: and that one of us, a physician is wiser than the rest in this situation, and that perhaps, he is 

stronger than some and weaker than others, would he be wiser than we are, and better and superior to 

us in this situation?" 

▪ Callicles: "Of course." 

▪ Socrates: "Should he then have a greater share of the provisions, than the rest of us, because he is 

better, or should he as the leader divide the common stores without any advantage to himself...?"239 

 

• The latter option certainly was more likely to accord with the opinions of Socrates (and Plato).  And in general, it seems 

more acceptable, since the interests of the majority are served by this procedure, in which anarchy and the accompanying 

unlimited imposition of the strong is limited by the law.  Those who doubt this, should think of the American frontier of 

the 18th century, whose inhabitants were called by George Washington visiting Virginia “barbarians.” 

 

▪ “What bothers Nietzsche most of all is how Christian moralistic culture cultivates a type of guilty 

conscience, which is sometimes not able to rid itself of the feeling of guilt”240. 

  

• Observers of the American political scene will immediately guess where the Republican commentators got the term 

"liberal guilt," with which they scare the children.  A normal moral person without a feeling of guilt is probably 

impossible.  "Noble" offspring of the human species have slaughtered whole cities without experiencing any sort of 

feeling of guilt. 

 

▪ “The answer that Nietzsche proposes to today's impoverished humanity, is ‘Zarathrustra,’ ‘Antichrist 

and Antinihilist.’"241 

 

• To become a person imitating Antichrist does not require a great deal of effort.  The only thing is: experience has shown 

that nothing, other than a Nihilist or a right-wing extremist, ever comes of it. 

[PX=10] 

 

    238 Philosophy: Plato (1996), p. 385; see also: Reeve (1999). 

    239 Ibid., p. 407. 

    240 Philosophy: Nietzsche (1996), p.ix-xviii; see also: Pearson (2006), Magnus (2007), Critchley (1998), McNeill (1998), 

Crowell (2012), Schacht (1999), Stern (2019), and Shand (2019). 
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"The Austrian school of economics is like a pair of eyeglasses — it lets me see better.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: November 13, 2010. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Self-confident discovery, excitement. 

CONTEXT: These were the words of a businessman during an interview on Bloomberg TV. It was in the context of 

criticizing the actions of the Obama administration in stimulating the economy with the drawback of increasing deficit. 

[PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: First of all, there are dozens of different schools of economics. They are like different medicines, 

which can be taken to cure the economy under different circumstances. So, to start with, one should be very careful to 

embrace just one school of economics with too much enthusiasm. The Austrian school of economics scores good points 

versus a centrally planned economy. But it is far from being the final absolute truth. After all, too much of one medicine or 

wrong medicine could kill. 

 The Austrian school of economics was at the peak of its influence at the end of the 19th – beginning of the 20th 

century. One of its representatives, incidentally, is Hayek. The Austrian school of economics advocates laissez faire and 

minimum government intervention into the economy. In this sense it is capitalistic nostalgia for the 19th century, when there 

were very few limits for exploitation of employed labor. But it is an unrealistic dream for nowadays. The levels of taxation 

and government intervention into the economy now are greater than 200 years ago, than 100 years ago, or 30 years ago. Free 

enterprise is the foundation of modern societies, but the superstructure is growing. 

 Another distinctive feature of the Austrian school of economics is little attention paid to empirical evidence. This 

school argues that in the changing world of economics it is counterproductive to pay such attention. It reminds me of one 

capitalist who said that there is no need for economic statistics because he knows for sure that the U.S. is the best country in 

the world. I think this is a dangerous delusion. Surely, individual capitalists may feel that the United States is one of the best 

countries among developed market economies for them from a purely exploitative point of view. But this is a too selfish 

point of view to be true even for the whole class of capitalists, not talking about the whole country. This is the reason that 

the Republican Party, despite its pro-business reputation, most of the time has less successful economic policies than the 

more centrist Democratic Party.  

 

 

GDP Per Capita Growth Rates Adjusted for Inflation 

Period Republican 

administration 

GDP Per Capita 

Growth Rates 

Democratic 

administration 

GDP Per Capita 

Growth Rates 

Weight=Years 

28-32 Hoover -7.03   4 

32-52   Roosevelt-

Truman 

3.78 20 

52-60 Eisenhower 1.18   8 

60-68   Kennedy-

Johnson 

3.47 8 

68-76 Nixon-Ford 2.06   8 

76-80   Carter 2.19 4 

80-92 Reagan-Bush 2.03   12 

92-00   Clinton 2.66 8 

00-08 Bush 1.15   8 

08-13   Obama 0.41 5 

 

SOURCES: 

 For GDP per capita growth rates indexes based on the constant dollars of the following years are used: 

  1928-1960 in 1990 prices (source [1]); 

  1960-2012 in 2005 prices (source [2]); 

  2012-2013 in 2009 prices (source [3]); 
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 For 1928-1960 per capita growth rates were calculated based on Angus Maddison’s data. For 1960-2012 per capita 

growth rates were calculated based of on the World Bank data. For 2012-2013, to obtain per capita growth 

rates, GDP growth rates are divided by population growth rates. 

 The following sources are used for population: 

  2012  source [2]; 

  2013  source [4]. 

[1] Maddison, Angus (2003) The World Economy: Historical Statistics, OECD, Paris. 

[2] The World Bank, World Development Indicators Online [retrieved 2014-04-09]. 

[3] .U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis, Current-dollar and “real” GDP, 

http://www.bea.gov/National/index.htm [retrieved 2014-05-31]. 

[4] Encyclopedia Britannica (2014) Book of the Year, 2014. 

 

 

 How probable is that this difference in growth rates by party of president is purely accidental? 

 I performed a discriminant analysis of growth by parties using quadratic discriminant function. The result of this 

discriminant analysis gives the following univariate test statistics: 

 

Variable F Pr > F 

GROWTH 2.5497 0.1490 

 

 In other words, based on the observations of growth by party of a president since the Great Depression, the predicted 

probability that mean of growth for the Democratic party is bigger than mean of growth for the Republican party is equal to (1 

– 0.1490) = 0.8510. That is, if we vote into the office a Democratic president, growth rates of GDP per capita are likely to be 

higher with the probability of 0.8510. 

It pays to be more pragmatic and less ideological when it comes to handling the national economy. 

Obviously, economics, having touched the most essential interests of different groups in society, has a highly 

political, ideological side to it. But it would be dangerous to take this fact as a justification for taking a self-serving ideological 

attitude towards economics and to make it just a reflection of narrow interests of particular social strata. If economics aspires 

to be more than ideology, it is bound to be a purely empirical science where statistics is crucial. The only issue is to make 

the quality of statistics good. Provided good quality of economic statistics the latter is the only basis for good government 

macroeconomic policies, which benefit as many people as possible. [PX=10] 

 

1044 

"Is Big Government Stifling the American Spirit?” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: November 14, 2010 – May 7, 2011. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Enthusiasm on the wake of Republican revival in 2010 mid-term elections. 

CONTEXT: This was a motion for a debate broadcast on Bloomberg TV. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: The answer is no. Among the 27 most advanced market economies/democracies: 

 

 By the share of taxes of all levels of government the U.S. has been consistently at the bottom (or at the place 

immediately above the bottom) over the last 4 decades. 

 By rates of growth of the share of taxes of all levels of government the U.S. has been consistently at the bottom (or 

at the place immediately above the bottom) over the last 4 decades. 

 But, by the rates of growth of per capita GDP (measured by either of two main ways: at market exchange rates or 

at purchasing power parities) the U.S. also has been consistently at the bottom (or at the place immediately above the bottom) 

actually helped over the last 4 decades. 

 

 It is obvious that the U.S. has the smallest government, but the worst economic performance among the advanced 

market economies/democracies. And, if you calculate a simple (or multiple or canonical) correlation between these major 

indicators (or even without correlation, if you only glance at the relevant numbers), you can see that bigger government 

and/or faster growing government could have actually helped. [PX=10] 

 

Growth Rates of Taxes as Share of GDP of Developed Market Economies, 1970-2009 

Rank Country Growth Rates of Taxes Weight=Population 2009 

1 Portugal 2.93 10,639 

http://www.bea.gov/National/index.htm
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Growth Rates of Taxes as Share of GDP of Developed Market Economies, 1970-2009 

Rank Country Growth Rates of Taxes Weight=Population 2009 

2 Cyprus 2.71 1,084 

3 Finland 2.24 5,339 

4 Greece 2.15 11,285 

5 Italy 2.06 60,325 

6 South Korea 2.05 48,333 

7 Spain 2.05 46,059 

8 Japan 1.94 127,556 

9 Malta 1.93 414 

10 Norway 1.76 4,828 

11 New Zealand 1.70 4,317 

12 Denmark 1.55 5,523 

13 Luxembourg 1.51 498 

14 Iceland 1.40 318 

15 Switzerland 1.39 7,739 

16 Sweden 1.12 9,290 

17 France 1.05 62,596 

18 Belgium 1.04 10,779 

19 Austria 1.04 8,378 

20 Australia 1.01 21,829 

21 Netherlands 0.87 16,522 

22 Canada 0.85 33,687 

23 Germany 0.78 82,000 

24 United Kingdom 0.43 61,855 

25 Ireland 0.25 4,553 

26 United States 0.17 307,226 

27 Israel -0.52 7,128 

 

 

Growth Rates of GNI Per Capita at Market Exchange 

Rates in Current U.S. Dollars of Developed Market 

Economies 

Growth Rates of GDP Per Capita at Purchasing Power 

Parities in Current U.S. Dollars of Developed Market 

Economies 

1970-2009 

Rank Country Growth Rate Rank Country Growth Rate 

1 South Korea 11.65 1 South Korea 10.78 

2 Cyprus 9.52 2 Cyprus 9.10 

3 Ireland 9.14 3 Luxembourg 8.32 

4 Spain 8.89 4 Ireland 8.25 

5 Norway 8.85 5 Malta 7.91 

6 Luxembourg 8.79 6 Greece 7.84 

7 Portugal 8.53 7 Norway 7.70 

8 Malta 8.51 8 Portugal 7.56 

9 Austria 8.32 9 Spain 7.15 

10 Japan 8.05 10 Austria 7.02 

11 Greece 7.93 11 Iceland 6.66 

12 Finland 7.84 12 Finland 6.61 

13 United Kingdom 7.78 13 Belgium 6.61 

14 Denmark 7.68 14 Netherlands 6.49 

15 Netherlands 7.64 15 Japan 6.47 

16 Switzerland 7.61 16 Australia 6.44 

17 Italy 7.60 17 Germany 6.41 

18 Iceland 7.56 18 United Kingdom 6.28 

19 Belgium 7.43 19 Denmark 6.27 

20 Germany 7.17 20 Italy 6.25 



9.3 Economics 
 

46 
 

Growth Rates of GNI Per Capita at Market Exchange 

Rates in Current U.S. Dollars of Developed Market 

Economies 

Growth Rates of GDP Per Capita at Purchasing Power 

Parities in Current U.S. Dollars of Developed Market 

Economies 

1970-2009 

Rank Country Growth Rate Rank Country Growth Rate 

21 Israel 7.14 21 France 6.21 

22 France 7.03 22 Israel 6.18 

23 Australia 6.87 23 Sweden 6.00 

24 New Zealand 6.84 24 Canada 5.95 

25 Sweden 6.31 25 Switzerland 5.90 

26 Canada 6.26 26 United States 5.90 

27 US 5.88 27 New Zealand 5.70 

 

Multiple correlation coefficient between the two indicators of economic growth per capita and the growth rate of share of 

taxes in GDP is 0.810229. The probability that the correlation coefficient is zero (Wilks’ Lambda statistic) is 0.0001. 

[PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-H: Some numbers supporting the statements in this Folklore Unit can be found in the yearbook Quality 

of Life, Balance of Power, and Nuclear Weapons, 2008 through 2016 editions. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: The data about the growth of the share taxes in GDP in developed market economies given in this 

Folklore Unit should not be understood as an argument in favor of the Soviet model of socialism where all means of 

production were in the hands of the state. Rather it should underscore the fact that the developed market economies 

demonstrate the growing role of the state in their economies. As it stands now, it demonstrates the evolution towards some 

kind of mixed economy. 

 While the advantage of mixed economy for developed economies is still a somewhat open question, perhaps that 

advantage can be best illustrated by the example of countries, which have to catch up with the leading economies. Let us 

consider the historic GDP per capita data of Russia/U.S.S.R. and China. Here are some calculations from not yet published 

new edition of my book Two Thousand Years of Economic Statistics (they are based on works of Angus Maddison and 

international statistical authorities such as the World Bank, but exact data is slightly different from these sources because 

special mathematical algorithms have been applied to make statistical data more congruent): 

 

Period ending GDP PPP per capita 

of Russia / U.S.S.R. 

in 2015 dollars 

Russia / U.S.S.R. 

growth rates of GDP 

PPP per capita in 

this period 

GDP PPP per capita 

of China in 2015 

dollars 

China growth rates 

of GDP PPP per 

capita in this period 

0001 433  730  

1000 657 0.04 730 0.00 

1500 826 0.05 973 0.06 

1600 916 0.10 973 0.00 

1700 1,016 0.10 973 0.00 

1820 1,150 0.10 973 0.00 

1850 1,178 0.08 973 0.00 

1870 1,592 1.52 859 -0.62 

1880 1,615 0.15 867 0.09 

1890 1,482 -0.86 876 0.09 

1900 2,107 3.58 884 0.09 

1913 2,550 1.48 895 0.10 

1920 948 -13.18 902 0.11 

1929 2,369 10.71 911 0.11 

1938 3,728 5.16 911 0.00 

1950 4,970 2.43 712 -2.04 

1960 6,974 3.45 906 2.44 

1970 9,966 3.63 977 0.76 

1980 12,759 2.50 1,266 2.62 

1990 15,479 1.95 2,118 5.28 

2000 11,401 -3.01 4,343 7.44 

2010 20,465 6.03 10,165 8.88 
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Period ending GDP PPP per capita 

of Russia / U.S.S.R. 

in 2015 dollars 

Russia / U.S.S.R. 

growth rates of GDP 

PPP per capita in 

this period 

GDP PPP per capita 

of China in 2015 

dollars 

China growth rates 

of GDP PPP per 

capita in this period 

2015 22,990 2.95 13,206 6.76 

 

As it can be seen from these numbers, the fastest growth rates in the U.S.S.R. were in in the 1920s, in the period of mixed 

economy (NEP period). Stalin did not realize what a golden goose the mixed economy was and completely nationalized all 

economy after 1929. The growth rates of the Soviet economy after that had been generally on a decelerating path. 

 Chinese leadership was cleverer, and after 1979, when Den Xiaoping reformed the economy and started a period of 

mixed economy, China’s GDP per capita have demonstrated remarkably stable high growth rates. 

 

Данные о росте доли налогов в ВВП в странах с развитой рыночной экономикой, приведенные в этой Фольклорной 

единице, не должны пониматься как аргумент в пользу советской модели социализма, где все средства производства 

были в руках государства. Скорее они должны подчеркнуть тот факт, что страны с развитой рыночной экономикой 

демонстрируют растущую роль государства в их экономиках. По положению на сегодняшний день это показывает 

эволюцию к некого рода смешанной экономике. 

 В то время как преимущество смешанной экономики для развитых экономик остается в некоторой степени 

открытым вопросом, возможно, это преимущество лучше всего видно на примере стран, которые должны догонять 

ведущие экономики. Рассмотрим исторические данные о ВВП на душу населения России/СССР и Китая. Вот 

некоторые результаты из еще не опубликованного нового издания моей книги Две тысячи лет экономической 

статистики (они основаны на работах Ангуса Мэддисона и международных статистических авторитетах, таких как 

Мировой Банк, но точные цифры слегка отличаются от этих источников, потому что были применены специальные 

математические алгоритмы с целью сделать статистические данные более сопоставимыми): 

 

Период 

заканчивающийся 

ВВП в паритетах 

покупательной 

способности на 

душу населения 

России / СССР в 

долларах 2015-го 

года 

Темпы роста ВВП 

в паритетах 

покупательной 

способности на 

душу населения 

России / СССР в 

данный период 

ВВП в паритетах 

покупательной 

способности на 

душу населения 

Китая в долларах 

2015-го года 

Темпы роста ВВП 

в паритетах 

покупательной 

способности на 

душу населения 

Китая в данный 

период 

0001 433  730  

1000 657 0.04 730 0.00 

1500 826 0.05 973 0.06 

1600 916 0.10 973 0.00 

1700 1,016 0.10 973 0.00 

1820 1,150 0.10 973 0.00 

1850 1,178 0.08 973 0.00 

1870 1,592 1.52 859 -0.62 

1880 1,615 0.15 867 0.09 

1890 1,482 -0.86 876 0.09 

1900 2,107 3.58 884 0.09 

1913 2,550 1.48 895 0.10 

1920 948 -13.18 902 0.11 

1929 2,369 10.71 911 0.11 

1938 3,728 5.16 911 0.00 

1950 4,970 2.43 712 -2.04 

1960 6,974 3.45 906 2.44 

1970 9,966 3.63 977 0.76 

1980 12,759 2.50 1,266 2.62 

1990 15,479 1.95 2,118 5.28 

2000 11,401 -3.01 4,343 7.44 

2010 20,465 6.03 10,165 8.88 

2015 22,990 2.95 13,206 6.76 
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Как можно видеть из этих цифр, самые большие темпы роста в СССР были в 1920-е годы, когда была смешанная 

экономика (период нэпа). Сталин не понял какой курицей, несущей золотые яйца, была смешанная экономика и 

полностью национализировал всю экономику после 1929-го года. Темпы роста советской экономики после этого в 

целом были убывающими. 

 Китайское руководство было умнее, и после 1979-го года, когда Дэн Сяопин реформировал экономику и 

положил начало периоду со смешанной экономикой, ВВП на душу населения Китая демонстрирует замечательно 

стабильные высокие темпы роста. [PX=10] 

 

1045 

"We should not allow government bureaucrats ration health care.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: 2009 – June 17, 2011. 

FRQ: Many times. 

EMOTION: Scare. 

CONTEXT: This was a notion repeated many times by right-wingers during discussions about reforming the U.S. health 

care system. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: Any health care system assumes some kind of rationing. Before Obama health care reform the system 

was health care with rationing based on your income. 

There are reasons to believe that health care systems based on some kind of social rationing (“rationing by 

government bureaucrats”) is more efficient in achieving better health outcomes of the population. Contrary to the myth 

spread by the American right-wingers, publicly funded health care (“public option”) is more efficient in improving health 

care than throwing money on health care in the private (American) model of health care system. 

 To prove this point, let us consider two major indicators of health care, life expectancy and infant mortality, for 

developed market economies/democracies. And let us compare these two major indicators of health care with two indicators 

that characterize the type of health care delivery system, total health care expenditures as percent of GDP and public health 

expenditures as percent of total health care expenditures. 

 

Correlation (weighted by population in 2009) between life expectancy and total health expenditures as percent of 

GDP is -0.8125; that is life expectancy decreases (worsens) with the increase of total health expenditures as percent of GDP. 

Correlation (weighted by population in 2009) between infant mortality and total health expenditures as percent of 

GDP is 0.8495; that is infant mortality increases (worsens) with the increase of total health expenditures as percent of GDP. 

 

At the same time: 

Correlation (weighted by population in 2009) between life expectancy and public health expenditures as percent of 

total health expenditures is 0.7511; that is life expectancy increases (improves) with the increase of public health expenditures 

as percent of total health expenditures. 

Correlation (weighted by population in 2009) between infant mortality and public health expenditures as percent of 

total health expenditures is -0.8768; that is infant mortality decreases (improves) with the increase of public health 

expenditures as percent of total health expenditures. 

 

 If somebody would like to double-check my calculations, I am giving below the data on the basis of which I 

computed these correlations, with one exception — the data about the population of these countries (used as weights of the 

observations) are given in another Folklore Unit in this section. 

 

RANK COUNTRY LIFE EXPECTANCY IN 2009 

1 Japan 82.931 

2 Switzerland 82.044 

3 Israel 81.554 

4 Australia 81.554 

5 Spain 81.527 

6 Iceland 81.456 

7 Italy 81.437 

8 Sweden 81.351 

9 Canada 81.221 

10 France 81.068 

11 Norway 80.795 

12 Belgium 80.627 
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RANK COUNTRY LIFE EXPECTANCY IN 2009 

13 Netherlands 80.549 

14 New Zealand 80.301 

15 South Korea 80.276 

16 Greece 80.188 

17 Luxembourg 80.088 

18 Austria 80.083 

19 United Kingdom 80.051 

20 Germany 79.937 

21 Malta 79.895 

22 Cyprus 79.769 

23 Finland 79.720 

24 Ireland 79.500 

25 Portugal 78.727 

26 United States 78.659 

27 Denmark 78.598 

 

RANK COUNTRY INFANT MORTALITY IN 2009 

1 Luxembourg 1.5 

2 Iceland 1.8 

3 Sweden 2.3 

4 Japan 2.4 

5 Finland 2.5 

6 Greece 2.8 

7 Norway 2.8 

8 Portugal 3.0 

9 France 3.2 

10 Austria 3.3 

11 Denmark 3.3 

12 Cyprus 3.4 

13 Israel 3.4 

14 Italy 3.4 

15 Germany 3.5 

16 Ireland 3.5 

17 Spain 3.5 

18 Netherlands 3.7 

19 Belgium 3.8 

20 Switzerland 4.0 

21 Australia 4.3 

22 South Korea 4.5 

23 United Kingdom 4.6 

24 New Zealand 4.8 

25 Canada 5.3 

26 Malta 6.1 

27 United States 6.8 

 

 

RANK COUNTRY TOTAL HEALTH CARE EXPENDITURES AS 

PERCENT OF GDP IN 2009 

1 United States 16.2 

2 Belgium 11.8 

3 France 11.7 

4 Germany 11.3 

5 Portugal 11.3 

6 Switzerland 11.3 



9.3 Economics 
 

50 
 

RANK COUNTRY TOTAL HEALTH CARE EXPENDITURES AS 

PERCENT OF GDP IN 2009 

7 Denmark 11.2 

8 Austria 11.0 

9 Canada 10.9 

10 Netherlands 10.8 

11 Greece 10.6 

12 Sweden 9.9 

13 Finland 9.7 

14 Ireland 9.7 

15 New Zealand 9.7 

16 Norway 9.7 

17 Spain 9.7 

18 Italy 9.5 

19 United Kingdom 9.3 

20 Australia 8.5 

21 Japan 8.3 

22 Iceland 8.2 

23 Luxembourg 7.8 

24 Israel 7.6 

25 Malta 7.5 

26 South Korea 6.5 

27 Cyprus 6.0 

 

 

RANK COUNTRY PUBLIC HEALTH EXPENDITURES AS PERCENT 

OF TOTAL HEALTH EXPENDITURES IN 2009 

1 United Kingdom 83.6 

2 Iceland 82.3 

3 New Zealand 80.2 

4 Denmark 80.1 

5 Japan 80.0 

6 Ireland 79.6 

7 Norway 78.6 

8 Sweden 78.6 

9 Italy 77.3 

10 Netherlands 77.3 

11 France 76.6 

12 Germany 75.7 

13 Malta 75.4 

14 Austria 74.5 

15 Luxembourg 74.2 

16 Finland 72.1 

17 Spain 72.1 

18 Portugal 69.9 

19 Canada 68.7 

20 Belgium 68.4 

21 Australia 65.4 

22 Greece 62.6 

23 Switzerland 59.6 

24 Israel 58.9 

25 South Korea 54.1 

26 United States 48.6 

27 Cyprus 41.2 

[PX=10]
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9.4 Starting a Political Discussion 

9.4 Начиная политическое обсуждение 

 

1046  

“The first half of the book is 'Fog over New York,' the second one is ‘Surprise, surprise…’” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: February 16, 2008. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Quiet discussion. 

CONTEXT: This was a commentary of my wife after reading the manuscript of this book. [PX=10; OPX=9] 

METACONTEXT-H: Sartre writes: “What do we mean by saying that existence precedes essence? We mean that man first of 

all exists, encounters himself, surges up in the world ― and defines himself afterwards. If man as the existentialist sees him is not 

definable, it is because to begin with he is nothing. He will not be anything until later, and then he will be what he makes of 

himself.”242 [PX=10; OPX=9] 

 

1047 

"Where Ernest Hemingway wrote The Short Happy Life of Francis Macomber243, this book should be renamed into The Long 

Happy Life." 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: February 16, 2008. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Quiet discussion. 

CONTEXT: My wife and I have been editing the manuscript of this book together for quite a while. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-H: I find fitting at the conclusion of my book to cite these words of Austrian psychologist Viktor Frankl from 

his Man's Search for Meaning: "Don't aim at success — the more you aim at it and make it a target, the more you are going to 

miss it. For success, like happiness, cannot be pursued; it must ensue, and it only does so as the unintended side-effect of one's 

dedication to a cause greater than oneself or as the by-product of one's surrender to a person other than oneself. Happiness must 

happen, and the same holds for success: you have to let it happen by not caring about it. I want you to listen to what your 

conscience commands you to do and go on to carry it out to the best of your knowledge. Then you will live to see that in the long 

run — in the long run, I say! — success will follow you precisely because you had forgotten to think of it."244 [PX=10] 

 

1048 

"Mom and I are opposite by three of the four characteristics (but are both judging); the girls are opposite by three of four 

characteristics (but are both perceiving); I am complete opposite of J.L.A. and Mom is complete opposite of J.A.A." 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: June 2009. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Quiet discussion. 

CONTEXT: The key to our creative collaboration while working on this book may be in the symmetry of our characters. Jungian 

classification of psychological types includes four dimensions: extraverted / introverted, thinking / feeling, intuitive / sensing, 

judging / perceiving. We made a little bit of self-analysis and realized that our characters could be described by the following 

Jungian matrix: 

 

I My wife J.A.A. J.L.A. 

Introverted Extraverted Introverted Extraverted 

Intuitive Sensing Intuitive Sensing 

Thinking Feeling Thinking Feeling 

Judging Judging Perceiving Perceiving 

[PX=10] 

 

 

    242 Philosophy: Sartre ([1946] 1993), p. 35-36; the citation is from a better translation of 1946 edition, p. 28; see also: 

Howells (1999), Critchley (1998), Crowell (2012), and Schroeder (1999). 

    243 Literature: Hemingway (1987), p. 5. 

    244 Psychology: Frankl (2006), p. XIV-XV. 
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1049 

"— Looking back over all these years there emerges a completely different perspective. I understand only intellectually now what 

was significant 20-25 years ago. It looks like a vanity of vanities now. 

— It was important then." 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: July 01, 2009. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm. 

CONTEXT: A discussion of the diary with my wife. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-H: This attitude seems to be like that of Boethius. 

 Anicius Manlius Severinus "Boethius (480-525/6), though a Christian, worked in the tradition of the Neoplatonic 

schools, with their strong interest in Aristotelean logic and Platonic metaphysics. He is best known for his Consolation of 

Philosophy, which he wrote in prison awaiting execution, and which was a favorite source for medieval philosophers and poets 

like Dante and Chaucer."245 "The work takes the form of a dialogue between Boethius and a personified Philosophy, who finds 

him cast into abject depression by his sudden fall from power and his impending death. Without using any specifically Christian 

arguments, Philosophy shows him that the transitory goods which people usually pursue, such as pleasure, fame, power, wealth, 

and honor, derive their value from the highest good."246 [PX=10] 

 

1050 

“— I do not like the emphasize on surveillance. Besides, something does not click. You seem to think that you have been 

under constant surveillance over 20 years and that you are still under surveillance. Over such a period of time it should have 

become abundantly clear that you are not a spy or any other kind of threat. And you are writing that you are under surveillance in 

America and everywhere you go over the world. It simply does not make sense. 

— You can organize your book, especially a 'diary' about an immigrant's experience in America, over any number of 

themes. You can write about work or about cats. It is my choice as an author to write about surveillance; it is simply a subject, 

which fascinates and interests me. 

 I agree completely with you that it does not make any sense to have me under surveillance over such a long period of 

time. But it is not my role to speculate about the motives of the organizations responsible for such surveillance. And it is not that 

I invent this theme. I am starting from empirical facts. These empirical facts give me the food for this theme. Before you can do 

anything about it, you should open your mind and realize what really takes place. 

 Whether the surveillance has been constant or not, is a special issue. I am inclined to think that it has been continuous, 

but I am not insisting on this conclusion. I have had more or less unambiguous confirmation of my suspicion only in few discrete 

cases. The most obvious of these cases are described in this book. Please note that there were in fact only very few of such cases, 

sometimes separated by years. Each occasion when people who conducted surveillance were noticed by me — or got 'burned' as 

the professional jargon puts it — were the occasions when they made mistakes in their work. Usually they are more diligent about 

trying to go unnoticed or to have good plausible deniability. 

 I am not writing that surveillance follows me everywhere over the world. I am writing about surveillance in Western 

cities, mostly in Brussels. That city is the capital of NATO. Belgians expel Russian diplomats over spying allegations nearly 

every year. Of course, they have heavy counterintelligence. If you do not think so, you are being politically naïve. They might 

have been tipped by the Americans that they should keep an eye on me. According to press reports, there are literally hundreds 

of thousands of people on the terrorist watch list in the U.S. And for NATO counterintelligence, as for bureaucrats, there is simply 

no other choice but to watch me, even if they realize that it is ridiculous. 'Another angry Democrat,' is all they can say.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: May 16, 2009. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Highly emotional. 

CONTEXT: This was another major discussion with my wife after she read the manuscript of this book. [PX=10; OPX=9] 

 

1051 

“Why are there so many philosophy citations in the text? Are not such citations merely banal commonplaces?” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: February 16, 2008. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Quiet discussion. 

 

    245 Philosophy: Marenbon (2009); see also: Sedley (2009). 

    246 Philosophy: Marenbon (1999)(2), p. 174-175; see also: Marenbon (2009) and Sedley (2009). 
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CONTEXT: A commentary of my wife. [PX=10; OPX=9] 

METACONTEXT-A: I think that may be a deceptive appearance. 

 First of all, in many instances the opposite conclusions might also seem plausible. I cite not what sounds simple, but 

what seems true to me. Axioms are simple, but the selection of the right ones is tricky. I will try to throw at the reader yet another 

philosophy citation, from Bertrand Russell’s The Problems of Philosophy: “Is there any knowledge in the world which is so 

certain that no reasonable man could doubt it? This question, which at first sight might not seem difficult, is really one of the most 

difficult that can be asked. When we have realized the obstacles in the way of a straightforward and confident answer, we shall 

be well launched on the study of philosophy ― for philosophy is merely the attempt to answer such ultimate questions, not 

carelessly and dogmatically, as we do in ordinary life and even in the sciences, but critically, after exploring all that makes such 

questions puzzling, after realizing all the vagueness and confusion that underline our ordinary ideas.”247 

 Second, the philosophical citations in the context of this book are the general abstract ideas from which the described 

empirical experiences could be deduced. These abstract ideas are the key to understanding the personal innate predispositions of 

the author. Such predispositions, in the words of Jung are nothing more than archetypes, or patterns of collective unconscious. In 

the Archetypes of the Collective Unconscious he writes: “There are many archetypes as there are typical situations in life. Endless 

repetition has engraved these experiences into our psychic constitution, not in the form of images filled with content, but first 

only as forms without content, representing merely the possibility of a certain type of perception and action. When a situation 

occurs which corresponds to a given archetype, that archetype becomes activated.”248 

 Among other sides of life described in this book, the susceptibility of the author to certain non-conformist archetypes 

would explain the unity of fate demonstrated by the author’s life story both in the Soviet Union and in America. 

[PX=10] 

 

1052 

"Today is December 10, the day of the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and U.N. Human Rights Day. 

When we immigrated to the United States, above all our immigration was a big invisible slogan that we all were political refugees. 

However, in real life, emigration of every person has a political and economic component. In my case, because I was charged and 

sentenced in the Soviet Union for "Anti-Soviet Agitation and Propaganda," the political component was as big as it could possibly 

be. But in the 1970s and the beginning of the 1980s, there were at most only several cases like mine every year. I was met by 

American counter-intelligence bureaucrats not according to the procedures of emigration, but according to its rarity. They put a 

question mark in some column of my file. Different people have reacted differently to this question mark during my life in the 

U.S. Some have said, "Watch him," others have said something else, according to the level of their intellect. Because America is 

a much more organized society than the Soviet Union on the elementary level, the cumulative effect of this "watch" on an 

individual approaches KGB surveillance. We did not belong to any of the major religious denominations, like the majority of 

other immigrants from the U.S.S.R. As a result, we did not have "cover," or powerful benefactors in this country. I do not have 

anything particularly against this fact, but that also complicated matters a bit." 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: December 10, 2006. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm discussion. 

CONTEXT: This was a summary of a conversation, which I had with my wife on that day after watching a program on CNBC 

about surveillance and privacy. [PX=10; OPX=9] 

METACONTEXT-H: The Universal Declaration of Human Rights says in Article 12: "No one shall be subjected to arbitrary 

interference with his privacy, family, home or correspondence, nor to attacks upon his honor and reputation."249 [PX=10] 

 

1053 

"A common reaction to my book is: 'He is talking about violations of his privacy while he himself violates it.' It would be a logical 

line of thought except it gets the chronology wrong. Writers write books on the basis of their life experiences. I do not consider 

any folklore units based on my life experience necessarily intruding into my private life. The latter folklore units are much smaller 

in number. I wrote those folklore units, which may be truly considered 'violating my privacy,' after I had heard people discussing 

these episodes of my life. In 90% of the cases I wrote these folklore units even many years after they had become topics of gossip. 

The point, which fascinates me, is how this information could have become public knowledge without very intrusive 

surveillance." [PX=10] 

PERIOD: May 31, 2009. 

FRQ: Once. 

 

    247 Philosophy: Russell (1993), p. 243; see also: Griffin (2003), Martinich (2001)(1) and (2), and Hylton (1999). 

    248 Psychology: Jung (1980)(1), p. 48. 

    249 Law: Steiner (1996), p. 1158. 
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EMOTION: Calm discussion. 

CONTEXT: With my wife, I discussed one of the lines of this book, which I felt necessary to underscore in the "General 

Metacontexts." [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-H: When Viktor Frankl thinks about his experience in a concentration camp and his search for meaning he 

writes that he describes the deeply personal aspects of his life not because he is an exhibitionist but because otherwise it is 

impossible to convey what he means. Personal truth can have remarkably therapeutic qualities. Under extreme conditions the 

ability of a person to see a meaning of life becomes especially important and helps him to attain better chances of survival.250 

[PX=10] 

 

1054 

"Some think that a promotion of morality undermines democracy." 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: October 21, 2009. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm discussion. 

CONTEXT: This is a phrase taken from American news. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: I am ready to object to the correctness of this formula, unless we are talking about morality as advanced 

by extreme religious fundamentalism. I happen to think there is a minimum level of morality of citizenry required for the normal 

functioning of democracy. In fact, some of the problems of modern democracy can be traced to lagging ethical standards. 

 Let us take the issue of surveillance. The rise of electronic surveillance as a substitute for more overt forms of social 

control in the modern state can be connected to a certain cheating culture. That many of the opinions of officials in the U.S. 

Executive branch justify surreptitious surveillance, in the obvious violation of existing statutes and the constitution, inevitably 

raise questions about the ethical roots of this way of thinking. For example, one of the cornerstones of the American intelligence 

community is "plausible deniability"; it could well be part of the lexicon of unfaithful husbands and wives. It is as much a legal 

and social issue as a moral one. [PX=10] 

 

1055 

"If you do not believe in American exceptionalism, if you do not believe in 'God bless America,' you are not considered a real 

American." 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: November 01, 2009. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm discussion. 

CONTEXT: This phrase is actually from some time ago. I remembered it while watching a program about torture on "Book TV" 

with my wife. One of the things, which impressed me the most from this program, was the fact that while the U.S. had practiced 

torture and different forms of inhumane and degrading treatment on detainees (with the full and detailed justification from the 

lawyers of the Office of Legal Counsel), the State Department kept issuing reports condemning the same water-boarding, stress 

positions, and sleep depravation by other countries, calling them torture and human rights violations. When asked about this, top 

lawyers of the Justice Department said we did not commit torture, because, as opposed to other countries, our actions were 

justified. In other words, we are right because it was us. When President Obama, with Democratic control of both houses of 

Congress, refuses to call for accountability representatives of the prior Republican administration for torture, he does so for clear 

political reasons: the accountability would inevitably go to the top officials of Bush administration. Democrats in charge do not 

want a fight with such powerful political people who have many friends. Clear political motives do not make this inaction right. 

The absence of some sort of accountability for torture now makes the future repetition of these despicable acts totally politically 

dependent. It is easy to imagine a scenario with a President of the other (Republican) party during future national security crisis. 

This President will have a dilemma over using torture (and violating a few other laws) and will be advised to look at what 

happened with the torture episode in our history. Was anybody held accountable? No. So the precedent for the abuse of the 

Executive power is ready. 

 My wife only agreed with me. [PX=10] 

 

1056 From the Parallel Universe 

"Why did not they like him? — Why did not they like Gorbachev?" 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: June 6, 2007. 

FRQ: Once. 

 

    250 Psychology: Frankl (2006); see also: Frankl (1986) and (2000). 
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EMOTION: Calm discussion. 

CONTEXT: On this day, I printed and distributed at work an article from CNN.com called "Gorbachev to U.S.: Let's not repeat 

the Cold War," noting that Gorbachev earned the right to be listened to. The former Soviet leader had said that the U.S. "lost 

credibility in the world" and that U.S. missile plans could bring a new arms race. The two rhetorical questions are from the 

discussions that followed. [PX=10; OPX=9] 

 The second rhetorical question meant: why was the U.S. enthusiastic about the removal of Gorbachev from power 

despite his emphasis on new thinking and common human values and after what he had done for the West and for the cause of 

peace? After all, was not Gorbachev that long awaited politician who finally responded to Albert Einstein saying that, "'The 

unleashed power of the atom has changed everything save our modes of thinking,' thus calling for 'a new type of thinking'"251? 

[PX=9; OPX=8] 

 The first question is trickier. Notwithstanding accidental megalomania of my co-workers, it brings me back from the 

heated political questions of the moment to something more personal. [PX=8; OPX=7] 

[OPX=9] 

METACONTEXT-A: Maurice Merleau-Ponty puts it this way in his Phenomenology of Perception: “I experience the unity of 

the world as I recognize a style.”252 [PX=10; OPX=9] 

 

1057 

"— I know a guy who lived in America for a few years and then wanted to naturalize as a U.S. citizen. He sent in his papers 

but was met with strange delays from the Immigration and Naturalization Service. He waited a year or two, then hired a lawyer 

and went to court. During the court proceedings it transpired that the FBI had some objections. There was no good reason for 

those, but once they put him into the 'suspicious' category they were reluctant to change their mind. 

— In our banking software, when you issue a Letter of Credit, there is an 'Account Watch Indicator.' 

— Who turns this Indicator on? 

— [It is turned on for certain accounts by] A banking officer. Usually, the information about the watched account remains 

with the low-level officials of a bank. Only if something extraordinary is noticed, it is passed higher. 

 Somebody set an 'Account Watch Indicator' for your acquaintance and later they were unable to change it. 

— Or did not want to take responsibility for it." 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: January 30, 2010. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm discussion. 

CONTEXT: This was an exchange with a person who usually does not take human rights issues close to his heart. The "Account 

Watch Indicator" is a metaphor. [PX=10] 

 

1058 

"— 'He is a great person.' 'This book is great.' Etc. 

— 'I do not like this.' Or 'I do not like what you are doing.' 

— 'Do not worry, this is standard procedure.'" 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: 1980s, 1990s, and 2000s. 

FRQ: Several times. 

EMOTION: Seriously. 

CONTEXT: These exchanges have happened several times throughout my life in America. One of the plausible explanations 

would be that: "It is a standard procedure of the Foreign Intelligence (or whatever other) surveillance to create special discussions 

in the local environment around the person under surveillance that would lead the person under surveillance to a false impression 

that he or she is great or famous." In other words, one of the working hypotheses is that it is standard procedure for surveillance 

in America to lead a person under surveillance to megalomania or delusion of grandeur. [PX=10] 

 

1059 

“I strongly recommend the film Enemy of the State.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: Eve of 2006. 

FRQ: Once. 

 

    251 Philosophy: Olsen (2009), p. 369; see also: Scharff (2004) and Janssen (2014). 

    252 Philosophy: Merleau-Ponty (1962), p. 327; see also: Carman (2007), Critchley (1998), Crowell (2012), and 

Silverman (1999). 



9.4 Starting a Political Discussion 
 

56 
 

EMOTION: Seriously. 

CONTEXT: I watched the film with great interest. Its rough outline of some of the intelligence methods is very revealing and, as 

far as I can tell, authentic. But, of course, the film goes too far. In reality the power, which society obtains over a person as a result 

of surveillance in a democratic country, is usually the “soft” power of intimidation and interference. From the point of view of 

the (im)moral philosophy and philosophy of (non)rights this diary is about the fundamental unawareness that every society has 

of the existential situation of an individual. This unawareness, or ethical and existential incompatibility, leads to predictable 

results: surveillance leads to loss of privacy, loss of privacy leads to loss of autonomy, loss of autonomy leads to the story I am 

telling. Even a modern democracy has the potential to develop into a society like that depicted in the movie Brazil. And if Brazil 

is what Western intellectuals can imagine, Brigands — Chapter VII is what actually happens when the demons in the human spirit 

prevail. This concludes the road from Profession — Reporter to Enemy of the State, Brazil, and Brigands — Chapter VII. [PX=10; 

OPX=9]
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1060 

“In the beginning of 2009, I made a request to the FBI pursuant Freedom of Information/Privacy Act to obtain my latest 

dossier.” 

«В начале 2009-го года я сделал запрос в ФБР по Закону о свободе доступа к информации/Закону о прайвеси с 

целью получения моего последнего досье». 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: Beginning of 2009. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Seriously. 

CONTEXT: From a conversation at home. 

 Из разговора дома. [PX=10] 
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1061 

"— He subscribes for The Economist and the weekend edition of The New York Times. 

— They did not know he had Jane’s Defence among his sources. 

— He looks like a spy.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: July 15, 2010. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Grudgingly. 

CONTEXT: Here we are again. A couple of days earlier I updated the manuscript of the 2012 edition of my yearbook 

Quality of Life, Balance of Powers, and Nuclear Weapons by adding data about nuclear warheads from Jane’s Defence 

Weekly. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: Among the people I met in the labor camp where I spent my sentence were former military 

attachés. After that, in the Soviet Union I had subscribed to Foreign Military Review (Zarubejnoye Voyennoye 

Obozreniye). Jane’s Defence Weekly as a source is just the continuation of this tradition in America. [PX=10]  

 

1062 

"— The Driver Generator is written like an ideal program and that is the only way to maintain the program of such 

size and complexity. It allows Database Administration plus development. They underestimate the amount of work that 

goes into its constant maintenance and improvement. Since 2004, 

• the size of the sources of the Driver Generator programs has increased from 1.46Mb to 3.7Mb; 

• the size of the Database Parameter file has grown from 6Mb to 103Mb. 

And this maintenance is done immediately as need arises, without requests for ARs and activities. 

— Of course, the management does not have any idea about this.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: August 05, 2010. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Seriously. 

CONTEXT: A discussion about work. [PX=10] 

 

1063 

"— Do not say that the story of this book cannot happen here [and with us]. It can happen anywhere [and with 

anybody]. 

— I do not argue against this. God forbid. " 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: August 28, 2010. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Seriously. 

CONTEXT: This was the exchange with my wife about this book. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: This dialogue, as the book itself, had two dimensions: personal and social. The personal dimension 

— however powerful, immediate, and understandable to everybody — is imaginary; the social one — however abstract, 

tangential, and difficult for comprehension — is real. I will stop on the social dimension here. 

 The immediate reason for this exchange was a press conference in the Museum of Jewish Heritage of a Jewish 

writer born in Chile. He spoke about the coup by Pinochet in Chile. He said (I am paraphrasing): “Do not think it cannot 

happen in America — it can happen anywhere. A few days before the coup in September 1973 we were marching in the 

demonstrations on the streets of Santiago having no clue what awaited us. We also thought: ‘It cannot happen here.’” 

 A little later after that press conference I saw a TV program on the History Channel. A former general and former 

commander of the U.S. Central Command said that we should defend what are the highest values of America: family, 

faith, and American flag. I could not disagree more with this definition. It is a proto-Fascist symbol of faith. Surely, 

Pinochet would agree with it (with a little substitution of American flag for Chilean flag). Think about it: other countries 

have family values, other countries have “faith,” and have flags. There are conflicting opinions in America about what 
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word “faith” is supposed to mean, but usually it means some particular traditional religion.  When I think about what are 

the core American values, the content of its “faith,” I think of what is uniquely American. “Faith” for me is not just some 

particular religious faith, Christianity, Judaism, Islam, or any other religion, it is the Constitution — the American “societal 

religion.” By itself it is the result of the historical development of Christianity, of the Christian idea of equality before God 

and of the Christian idea of tolerance, but is more than just Christianity. The Constitution is the proper “American faith,” 

and to mean any traditional religion instead is in a certain sense a step backward, a digression. The Constitution, in turn, is 

first of all human rights. [PX=10] 

 

1064 From the Parallel Universe 

"— He has an executive salary working as a programmer. 

— He is worth every penny of it.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: 2010. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Seriously. 

CONTEXT: Argument among high management of our company. [PX=10] 

 

1065 

“By 2010, our family income achieved 364% of the 1986 level and was in the top 2% of all U.S. families, with 57% of our 

family income coming from my salary.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: 2010. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Seriously. 

CONTEXT: The rise of my income (and our family income) has been achieved despite deep philosophical and political 

differences with the management of our company and had to be attributed to the fact that my wife and I turned out to be 

good workers. [PX=10] 
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1066 

"— He was not always the old man he is now. Look at his photographs, in his 20s — he was a handsome man. 

— And he was not sexually active then — he was a funny young man." 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: September 2010. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Surprise. 

CONTEXT: The Soviet technical intelligentsia in the 1960s-1970s and Armenian diaspora in Baku in particular (where I 

had my roots), was very conservative in their family views. I internalized these conservative life views and have never felt 

any grudges about it. Hence this cultural disconnect with American standards. [PX=10] 

 

1067 From the Parallel Universe 

"— He is trying to get access to the intelligence assets. We are charging high fees for that and trying to create a fear 

factor through surveillance. But he has money and is not deterrable. [PX=0] 

— Why does not his company get rid of him? 

— They like him. [PX=10]” 

PERIOD: September 10, 2010. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Seriously. 

CONTEXT: A conversation in a restaurant. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: This is a remarkable example of a hostile presumption if you have interests outside of your 

profession: then you are equated with spies or terrorists. I wonder what do these people mean when they say that there 

is freedom of the press in America, and, supposedly, as a result you have freer access to information? Or should all 

ordinary citizens be passive recipients of what mass media and the government feeds them? Is any attempt to access 

the sources of information and make independent analysis suspect? [PX=10] 

 

1068 From the Parallel Universe 

"— Why don’t you like him? 

— … 

— You will always find a reason not to like him.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: September 17, 2010. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Seriously. 

CONTEXT: A conversation over the phone at work. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: A perception of a human being as a social persona is projected on the background of specific 

political, ideological, and cultural views. Such a perception in as diverse country as the United States is bound to be 

different in people with different social attitudes. Very often people look for justification and reinforcement of their 

views of a particular person, rather than allowing the changing situation and new information about that person to 

alter their biases. This is especially true if the person in question has a different life philosophy, attempting to 

understand which would bring the danger of destabilizing one’s habitual ideological cocoon. [PX=10] 

 

1069 

"But I have to admit here is a real contradiction between longing for privacy and living an active life. By active life I mean 

expressing one's social views openly, writing books, even if it is very much in reaction to violation of one's own privacy." 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: September 30, 2010. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm discussion. 

CONTEXT: With my wife, I developed the theme of the previous Folklore Unit. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-H: Hannah Arendt wrote in The Human Condition: "This is not merely a matter of shifted emphasis. 
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In ancient feeling the privative trait of privacy, indicated in the word itself, was all-important; it meant literally a state of 

being deprived of something, and even of the highest and most human of man's capacities. A man who lived only a private 

life, who like a slave was not permitted to enter the public realm, or like the barbarian had chosen not to establish such a 

realm, was not fully human.”253 “To live an entirely private life means above all to be deprived of things essential to a truly 

human life: to be deprived of the reality that comes from being seen and heard by others, to be deprived of an 'objective' 

relationship with them that comes from being related to and separated from them through the intermediary of a common 

world of things, to be deprived of the possibility of achieving something more permanent than life itself. The privation of 

privacy lies in the absence of others; as far as they are concerned, private man does not appear, and therefore it as though 

he did not exist."254 [PX=10] 

 

1070 From the Parallel Universe 

"They decided to investigate…" 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: October 02, 2010. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Seriously. 

CONTEXT: It is not clear who decided to investigate whom. But from the general situational context this story seems to 

have some connection to me. [PX=10; OPX=5] 

METACONTEXT-H: Fate is a theme that often occurs in Greek writing, tragedies in particular. The idea that attempting 

to avoid an oracle is the very thing which brings it about is a common motif in many Greek myths. 

 Two oracles in particular dominate the plot of Sophocles’ Oedipus the King. Jocasta relates the prophecy that 

was told to Laius before the birth of Oedipus. Namely: 

 (The oracle) told him 

 That it was his fate that he should die a victim 

 At the hands of his own son, a son to be born 

 of Laius and me.255 

 

 There is less action in Sophocles’ play Oedipus at Colonus than in Oedipus the King, and more philosophical 

discussion. Here, Oedipus discusses his fate as related by the oracle, and claims that he is not fully guilty because his 

crimes of murder and incest were committed in ignorance. Despite being blinded and exiled and facing violence from 

Creon and his sons, in the end Oedipus is accepted and absolved by Zeus.256 [PX=10] 

 

1071 

"In 2010, I was on 4 business trips abroad; my wife and I were on one business trip abroad." 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: 2010. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Seriously. 

CONTEXT: 

DURING I HAD WORKED IN 

May 08-29, 2010 Athens, Greece 

August 15-21, 2010 Toronto, Canada 

November 06-20, 2010 Athens, Greece 

November 29-December 11, 2010 Athens, Greece 

 

DURING MY WIFE AND I HAD WORKED IN 

March 08-23, 2010 Kuwait City, Kuwait 

[PX=10] 

 

 

    253 Philosophy: Arendt (1998), p. 38; see also: Villa (2007), Critchley (1998), Morgan (2007), and Nye (1999). 

    254 Philosophy: Arendt (1998), p. 58; see also: Villa (2007), Critchley (1998), Morgan (2007), and Nye (1999). 

    255 Literature: Sophocles (1993)(1) and edited Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oedipus_the_King. 

    256 Literature: Sophocles (1993)(2) and edited Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oedipus_at_Colonus. 
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1072 From the Parallel Universe 

"He is a Democrat. In November we will have two strong Republican governors. [We will] nude this mole.” 

[PX=10; OPX=5] 

PERIOD: October 07, 2010. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: With enthusiasm. 

CONTEXT: A discussion in the run for the 2010 elections. New Jersey already has a Republican governor; apparently, 

they think the Republicans will win the governor position in New York. [PX=10; OPX=5] 

 

1073 

"This is barbarism.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: October 10, 2010. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Condemnation. 

CONTEXT: The Obama administration has done surprisingly little to change the culture of human rights violations 

carried over from the previous administration.257 There was a case heard in California about a man (a U.S. citizen or 

resident) picked up in Pakistan, flown on a CIA plane to Morocco. There his testicles were opened with a scalpel and 

hot liquid was poured into them. The Obama administration argued that the plaintiff could not bring his case to court 

because it was a state secret. An appellate court sided with the administration in a 2-to-1 decision. As a representative 

of the Center for Constitutional Rights told the audience on Book TV, it was not a secret, it was all open information. 

But the administration wanted to protect the CIA: “we want to think not about the past, but about the future.” [PX=10] 

 

1074 From the Parallel Universe 

"F…k! F…k! When are you going to die!?” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: October 17, 2010. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Outrage bordering exaltation. 

CONTEXT: These were the strong emotions of one of our neighbors the day after I introduced the section “Literary 

Ideas.” 

 Thank you for violating my privacy and reading my manuscript. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: This is the testimony to the level of literary exposure of some of the Americans and their 

repulsion for literature. [PX=10] 

 

1075 

"Former President Bush in his book Decision Points writes that it was near unanimous conclusion of the intelligence 

services on the eve of the Iraq war that Saddam Hussein had weapons of mass destruction: in addition to the 

• U.S. 

• British intelligence 

believed so, as well as 

• French, 

• German, 

• Russian, 

• Chinese, 

• and Egyptian.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: November 14, 2010. 

 

    257 See, for example: Law: Greenberg (2014). 
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FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Confusion. 

CONTEXT: These were the words of a CNN anchor discussing the new Hollywood film Fair Game about Valerie 

Plame affair. The author of the film was saying that during his research into the film it became pretty clear that almost 

all intelligence people in the field believed that Iraq did not have WMD and the truth got lost somewhere between 

them and the White House. The CNN anchor answered that the situation looks more complicated to most of the 

viewers and gave as an example Bush’s new book. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: I can only add to this that I had been travelling a lot in the run up to the Iraq war and for the 

vast majority of people in the countries I visited it was obvious that there were no WMD in Iraq. People in those 

countries cited the real motives of the war as the strategic position of Iraq and its oil. This opinion was also reflected 

in such prestigious intelligence publication of the U.S. ally as Military Balance of the U.K.-based International 

Institute for Strategic Studies (or was I the only one reading it?).  

Furthermore, whether any other major governments believed that Iraq had WMDs is a moot point, because 

almost nobody except the US and UK governments believed that the possible presence of WMDs in Iraq was a 

sufficient reason for going to war against Iraq. Thus, Military Balance 2003-2004 mentions 

• “French 

• and German opposition 

to US-led operations in Iraq”258, as well as 

• Russian opposition259; 

the opposition of the 

• Chinese 

• and Egyptian governments 

is also well-known. As a result, as Britannica Book of the Year 2004 notes, “the war did profound damage to American 

relations with a wide array of countries and several international institutions, principally the UN and NATO, which 

were further marginalized.”260 [PX=10] 

 

1076 

"The Republicans make their top political priority cutting government deficit. This is a wrong thing to do now. There 

are no absolutes in economics. At every given moment you have to decide what is the most important. Now, as the 

economy is weak, some government deficit to stimulate the economy is the right thing to do. Government deficit is a 

long-term problem to which you can come back when the economy is stronger and you achieve fuller employment.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: 2010-2011. 

FRQ: Many times. 

EMOTION: Seriously. 

CONTEXT: This was one of the main themes of my conversations with my wife in 2010-2011. [PX=10] 

 

1077 

"Should racial and religious profiling be used in U.S. airports?” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: December 05, 2010. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Conflicted and sad. 

CONTEXT: This was a motion on a debate shown on Bloomberg TV. It is a tough one. There is a saying: “Pick your 

fights.” But there is no escape from questions about profiling in our times. 

 First of all, organizers of debates on Bloomberg TV have a habit of giving the last word to proponents of the 

views they seem to favor and by this swing the results of the voting. Sure enough, they won this motion. But that is a 

minor point. 

 There is a pragmatic, policy-making side of the issue. You do whatever you have to do to reasonably provide 

security. 

 There is also a psychological aspect in the debates about profiling. People tend to change their opinions 

 

    258 Military: The International Institute for Strategic Studies (2003-2004), p. 29. 

    259 Ibid., p. 30. 

    260 Economics: Encyclopedia Britannica (2004), p. 415. 
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dramatically depending on events. I am certain that in case of another terrorist attack of the scale of 9/11 we will see 

a serious tightening of the public opinion and of the corresponding policies (with a nuclear explosion we might be 

even talking about the end to American democracy). But more than that: it seems there is always an emotional majority 

in the crowd of the people who look more like “We” (or, as one of the participants of the debate on Bloomberg TV 

called them, “blue-eyed, blond women”) and feel safe for them to be a bit nasty towards suspected “enemy” (in this 

case, Middle-Eastern looking men). People of this emotional majority almost “shout”: “we are not the suspects” and 

“damn the suspects.” Such a majority in any crowd receives gratification by distinguishing themselves from the 

perceived “enemy”, the “others,” and by degrading these “others.” 

 It all depends in what situation you are. The majority of Americans were in favor of the security measures in 

the airports only a short time ago when it did not particularly bother them personally but have been outraged by recent 

screening by “naked machines” in the airports. Your interests and, moreover, your existential situation are informative 

to your opinions. If “blond Americans” go to any country of the Middle East where the conflict now rages, they will 

be distinguished in the crowd and possibly made the target exactly because they are “blond.” There is a remarkable 

symmetry in this, like in all conflicts, humankind has ever engaged. People on “both sides” have always done terrible 

things to the people “from the other side,” but that history of horror does not make it nicer, or fundamentally more 

just. 

 The ever-lasting picture of profiling is in the film English Patient, when the hero of this movie, a Hungarian 

aristocrat, Count Lászlo de Almásy, is asked in British-controlled Egypt at the beginning of the Word War II — 

ignoring all his attempts to explain his situation — just simple questions: what are his name and nationality, and then 

unceremoniously beaten and thrown in a military jail. [PX=10] 

 

1078 

"— Is the founder of Wikileaks, Julian Assange, a journalist or a pariah? 

— With all due respect: you should do the same. You should find dirty government secrets and make them 

public.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: December 12, 2010. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm exchange. 

CONTEXT: This was a conversation on CNN: the question was asked by a news anchor and answered by a former 

CIA analyst. 

 I cannot agree more. [PX=10] 
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1079 

"— The KGB did not converse with anybody. The FBI talks to everybody. 

— The KGB was a secret entity. The FBI is a socio-political organization existing on the money of taxpayers. [That 

is why they talk to everybody.] 

— The resulting violation of privacy by the FBI is more. 

— The KGB in our times did not have the necessary equipment. They are probably doing the same now. 

— Being busy with important ‘state affairs.’” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: January 10, 2011. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Jokingly. 

CONTEXT: This was a conversation between my wife and me. [PX=10] 

 

1080 

"One of the reasons of the FBI’s persistent attention to me might be the 1987 letter. It was one of the first to mention 

surveillance against Soviet immigrants in America. The name ‘Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court’ was as of yet 

unknown then. Even Americans did not know it. Also, in 1987 the FBI was of the opinion that I was sick and would die 

soon. They were less cautious because of that in revealing their surveillance to me.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: January 09, 2011. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Seriously. 

CONTEXT: I am talking to my wife. [PX=10] 

 

1081 

"— When I lived in the Soviet Union, I thought that the two major parties in the United States have shared respect 

for some basic principles of democracy, like human rights. In America I found that the difference between the two parties 

is much more than I thought. It is a question of philosophy and priorities. I found that Republicans say ‘not so fast’ to 

human rights, that they are ready to sacrifice human rights in the name of security, capitalism or patriotism. … Many 

Republicans do not believe in the right to privacy. But many Republicans have privacy in far-away places, in villas behind 

high walls. 

— That is amazing.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: February 21, 2011. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Seriously. 

CONTEXT: This was my conversation at work. [PX=10] 

 

1082 

"— We have been blessed with our manager over the last 15-something years. She is a very decent, no-nonsense, 

hard-working and smart person. She knows a true price for everybody in our company. She does not give resolvers for me 

to do. She says: ‘Oh, it is not interesting for you, Alex.’ She appreciates that I do something nobody else is able to do. 

There are some other people — no matter how much you try to explain to them about 

• Driver Generator, 

• IMS Converter, 

• BTMS Converter, 

• 18 digits, 

• and 3 decimal Converter 

— all these things would not mean anything to them. 

— Because they want a ‘yes-man’.” 
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[PX=10] 

PERIOD: February 28, 2011. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Seriously. 

CONTEXT: A conversation with my wife about the fact that I had not gotten a raise for many years. [PX=10] 

 

1083 

"He is so sly!” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: 1988-2011. 

FRQ: Several times. 

EMOTION: Outrage. 

CONTEXT: From discussions by people who are right-wingers, in the positions of power, and aware about my left-leaning 

views. I also know that they do not share my views, but I try to maintain polite conversation and smile when talking to my 

ideological opponents. I have a special way of showing the expressions on my face, so that when I am smiling just out of 

politeness and not because it is funny to me, it does not look natural. That is probably the source of the impression that 

some people have that I am evasive and devious. [PX=10] 

 

1084 

"Enhanced interrogation techniques, including waterboarding, helped to establish early leads to the location of Osama 

Bin Laden.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: May 8, 2011. 

FRQ: Many times. 

EMOTION: Self-justifying. 

CONTEXT: This was a major theme of Republican commentators and former senior officials of the Bush 

administration on Sunday talk shows in the connection with the assassination of Osama Bin Laden. It was being said 

despite all the evidence that good interrogators are much more effective than torture and that the very fact of using 

torture by the U.S. has been a major recruiting motive for the terrorists and cost lives for the American soldiers. 

[PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-H: These Republican officials are basically very cruel people. I am still wondering how they call 

themselves Christians. They seem to have adopted sadism as some form of religion. [PX=10] 

 

1085 

"If I agreed with you, I would be scared to death —  I would not win reelection then.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: May 11, 2011. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Seriously. 

CONTEXT: On the Spitzer show on CNN there was a discussion between Eliot Spitzer and a senior Republican from 

the House Committee responsible for budget. Spitzer tried to have an honest discussion of the Republican Party’s 

plans for budget and its effects on the economy. Spitzer (who is very good in economics) noted that he would not 

agree with 99% of what this Republican was saying as a matter of fact in economics. In response the Republican said 

these words. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: We have two countries in the U.S. now: left and right. And in the Republican country the best 

intellectual argument you can come up with is that you do not agree with Democrats. That speaks tons about the 

relationship of the Republican economic ideology to truth. [PX=10] 

 

1086 

"— At the time of war law is silent. 

— It should not be like this.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: May 13, 2011. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Seriously. 

CONTEXT: That was one of the concluding conversations in the film The Conspirator directed by Robert Redford. 
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He has a fine sense for the most pressing issues of the moment. Although the film is about the lack of justice in the 

aftermath of President Lincoln’s assassination, it really has many connecting threads to our time. [PX=10] 

 

1087 

"— What kind of car do you have? 

— We have four cars: Toyota Camry Station Wagon 1995, Toyota Avalon 1998, Toyota Prius 2009, and Lexus 

LS460L AWD 2011. 

— How much do they cost? 

— Camry costs $27K, Avalon – 33K, Prius – 34K, and Lexus – 80K.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: June, 2011. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Seriously. 

CONTEXT: This is an American check of wealth. [PX=10] 

 

1088 

"— What is your net worth: 

a) less than $100K, 

b) between 100K and 200K, 

c) between 200K and 500K, 

d) between 500K and 1,000K, 

or e) more than 1,000K? 

— E).” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: June, 2011. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Seriously. 

CONTEXT: Net worth is the total cost of assets minus debts. This is a more exact check of wealth. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: I mention in this book what kind of watch I have, what kind of cars our family has, how much 

money we make, and what is my net worth not out of petty boasting. I often have to combat the arguments of my 

opponents that my political views are caused by the fact that I am a “loser.” To that I am trying to respond that, on the 

contrary, I have done well in America. [PX=10] 

 

1089 

"Nazis thought that Slavs and Jews were subhuman. Now I hear from some Jews — Jews who were themselves victims 

of Nazis! — that Arabs [and Muslims] are subhuman. A nationalist propaganda easily forces otherwise civilized 

people to think in this way. Actually, all nationalisms are much more similar than is usually thought.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: July 24, 2011. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Regret. 

CONTEXT: On the day of the bombing and shootings in Norway I heard my fellow Jewish co-workers exchange 

disparaging remarks about Arabs, which made me uncomfortable. (A couple of days later, it became known that the 

only suspect in the Norway killings was a Christian anti-Muslim fundamentalist. Why were there automatic 

accusations against Muslims? Is not it better in such cases to take a deep breath and wait two days?) 

Also, on the day of the killings in Norway, after watching a TV program about the 70th anniversary of the 

attack of Germany against the Soviet Union, I said this phrase about similarity of all nationalisms during a discussion 

of the program with my wife. A guest of the TV program, a professional historian, was talking about the fact that the 

majority of Germans in Wehrmacht, even if not as cruel as SS-troopers, were nevertheless brainwashed by the Nazi 

propaganda to think that Slavs and Jews were subhuman and conditioned for atrocities on the Eastern Front. [PX=10] 

 

1090 

"— Obama will be 50 tomorrow. What would be your advice to him? 

— Obama should stop trying to please Republicans and start being a liberal Democratic President.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: August 03, 2011. 



9.9 Months 
 

68 
 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Disappointment. 

CONTEXT: Bill Maher was asked this question on MSNBC today and that was his answer. Maher also said that of 

course there was something refreshing about Obama: his age, the fact that he was a law professor. But the magic is 

gone. It seems that Obama’s problem is that he is trying not to be an angry black man. If that is the fact, he should 

forget about this. 40 percent of the country would not vote for him even if he personally saved them from drowning: 

wrong age, wrong color, wrong education. The critical period was the first 100 days of his presidency. He should have 

been in crisis mode. He should have said: “We are in 1933, you elected me for radical policies and here they are.” 

Stimulus should have been twice as big as it actually was. Instead, 40 percent of it was tax cuts. Obama should stop 

trying to please Republicans. He is too nice to them. It is impossible to be a successful Democratic President emulating 

Republican policies. In the end he will only be blamed by the same Republicans that their policies do not work. 

[PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-H: I agree 100 percent with Bill Maher in this case. Which is remarkable, because usually I agree 

something like 80 percent with what he says. [PX=10] 

 

1091 

"— The persons at the FBI who decided to subject me to surveillance are simply criminals. 

— Do you think there is still surveillance? 

— All indications are that yes. 

— We cannot do anything about it. 

— Surveillance is a violation of our rights by its very fact. 

— I know this. And it is outrageous.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: September 10, 2011. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm outrage. 

CONTEXT: A conversation with my wife one day before the 10th anniversary of 9/11. [PX=10] 

 

1092 

"Quickly after September 11, 2001 any attempts to analyze the reasons that precipitated 9/11 were suppressed by the 

centers of power in the United States. Average American has never come to think about what is being done in the 

Middle East in the name of all of us, which may be reason for the terrorist passions against us. As a result in the 10 

years since 9/11 we have accumulated new mistakes and new crimes in the Middle East. 

We killed at least 200 thousand of Afghanis and Iraqis; we engaged in war crimes of torture euphemistically 

called ‘enhanced interrogation techniques’. But what may ultimately cause Americans to think, is the self-inflicted 

wound of these wars: six thousand American soldiers killed, ten times as many wounded, and the financial cost of 

about 1.5 trillion dollars spent on these wars. Actually, it is the economic burden that brings down the empires.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: September 11, 2011. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm. 

CONTEXT: My wife and I were discussing this on the 10th year anniversary of 9/11. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: “Michael Boyle, a former adviser in the Obama campaign’s counter-terrorism experts group 

and a professor at LaSalle University, said that one of the reasons the administration was ‘so successful in spinning 

the number of civilian casualties’ was the use of signature strikes and other systems for categorizing military-aged 

males as legitimate targets, even if their specific identities are unknown. ‘The result of the ‘guilt by association’ 

approach has been a gradual loosening of the standards by which the U.S. selects targets for drone strikes,’ Boyle 

charged. ‘The consequences can be seen in the targeting of mosques or funeral processions that kill non-combatants 

and tear at the social fabric of the regions where they occur.’ No one, he added, ‘really knows the number of deaths 

caused by drones.’”261 

 “Today, decisions on who should live or die in the name of protecting America’s national security are made 

in secret, laws are interpreted by the president and his advisers behind closed doors and no target is off-limits, including 

U.S. citizens. … In January 2013, Ben Emmerson, the UN special rapporteur on counterterrorism and human rights, 

… characterized the U.S. defense of its use of drones and targeted killings in other countries as ‘Western 

 

    261 Law: Scahill (2013), p. 516. 
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democracies… engaged in a global [war] against a stateless enemy, without geographical boundaries to the theatre of 

conflict, and without limit of time.’ This position, he concluded, ‘is heavily disputed by most states, and by the 

majority of international lawyers outside the United States of America.’”262 

 “As large-scale military deployments wound down, the United States had simultaneously escalated its use of 

drones, cruise missiles and Special Ops raids in an unprecedented number of countries. The war on terror had become 

a self-fulfilling prophecy. 

 The question all Americans must ask themselves lingers painfully: How does a war like this ever end?”263 

[PX=10] 

 

1093 

"It is notable that most politicians, when they have national name recognition, can publish books and receive big 

incomes from their sales even though they write almost nothing substantial in them. The key to their success is exactly 

in saying nothing, in not revealing their private events or opinions. Politicians in a democratic society excel in guarding 

their private life and in creating artificial images of themselves. These images are almost universally inauthentic and 

untrue if we approach them from scientific-like standards of truthfulness. By being inauthentic they are also bad 

literature. Of course, authenticity is a necessary but not sufficient requirement for good literature. 

In writing this book, I tried not to follow the path of these politicians and tried to be authentic and truthful. I 

realized that in doing so I am violating the unwritten rules of political correctness that most people in the public arena 

obey in their books. I wanted to write this book with content and originality. It is another matter whether I succeeded. 

There exists an opinion that the whole Western literature is based upon withholding certain private information. But, 

it seems, without disclosure of some private information literature is also impossible. There is always a tension 

between privacy and the necessity to sacrifice some this privacy in literature.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: October 23, 2011. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm. 

CONTEXT: These were my words in a Sunday conversation with a friend over tea. [PX=10] 

 

1094 

“I would have just shot him, just shot him.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: October 28, 2011. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Determined hatred. 

CONTEXT: A person complaining about “secret” information disclosed in this book. [PX=10] 

 

1095 

"— I find that I mostly agree with CNN Fareed Zakaria on economics. 

— I do not like Zakaria. I do not trust him — he is a Muslim.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: November 01, 2011. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm. 

CONTEXT: A conversation at work. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: Fareed Zakaria is an incredibly smart person, graduate of Yale and Harvard. What does the fact 

that he is a Muslim have to do with economics? [PX=10] 

 

1096 

"— When American media discusses education, they at least mention that the U.S. is 26th in the world on 

education. When they are discussing health care, the mantra is that the American health care is the best in the world. 

This is wrong factually. And generally, you have to compare yourself to other countries — there is somebody who is 

better than you and you have to learn from them. 

— American teachers do not have as much money as American doctors with which to influence the media.” 

 

    262 Ibid., p. 520. 

    263 Ibid., p. 521; see also: Law: Naylor (2015). 
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[PX=10] 

PERIOD: November 06, 2011. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm. 

CONTEXT: A conversation with my wife. [PX=10] 

 

1097 

"I do not know, and I do not want to know.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: November 19, 2011. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Seriously. 

CONTEXT: On CNN program with Wolf Blitzer, on the run up to the Republican national security debate on Tuesday, 

there were shown clips of the Republican presidential candidate, former Speaker of the House of Representatives 

Newt Gingrich saying that he wants to use all the covert arsenal of American intelligence against the Iranian nuclear 

program: assassinations of Iran’s nuclear scientists, sabotage and so forth. The guests of Wolf Blitzer from the right-

wing American Enterprise Institute and Heritage Foundation responded that we talk too much. One of them even said 

that he does not know and does not want to know what the American government does. 

 Here comes the new breed of exemplary American citizens. [PX=10] 

 

1098 

"Access to information is a great social issue.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: November 20, 2011. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Seriously. 

CONTEXT: This was one of themes of an author of a new book about the information age on Book TV. 

 It is indeed a great social issue. The paradox is that a lot of information about every aspect of life has become 

available thanks to Internet and the new media. It is possible to “know everything about everything.” Yet the average 

person in the United States is lost in a sea of information, in a lot of trivial information, and in disinformation. I cannot 

help but stress one more time that the U.S., through its main TV media (which is still the most trusted source of 

information for most of Americans), have spent the last decade discussing Iran’s nuclear program. Yet we practically 

never hear on main TV channels discussions of Israeli nuclear program, which is much more advanced, sophisticated 

and effective. As a result, we are dealing with an electorate that is profoundly misinformed on the most momentous 

issues of our time. This misinformed electorate votes from time to time, but its choices are bound to be fundamentally 

skewed because the people simply do not know the basic facts on the ground. America today still has the appearance 

of a democracy because the people make their choices at the ballot box. But are not we kidding ourselves: is it really 

a well-functioning democracy when people who vote are so profoundly misinformed? [PX=10] 

 

1099 

“— He is funny. 

— But he has done a really great job in his book.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: December 06, 2011. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Approval. 

CONTEXT: A conversation at work. [PX=10] 

 

1100 

“— There are many possible interpretations for this book. You can make a diagnosis. Or you can try to imagine 

that its content corresponds to objective reality. I leave it to the reader to make his choice. 

If the reader chooses the second, he has to conceptualize what ‘wiretapping’ is. In Russia the traditional 

police work was through agents. In America, where there were no direct repressions like in Russia, historically the 

emphasis was on technical means. You can take a position that it is nothing in comparison with Russian history, at 

least nothing to dramatize. Or you can try to imagine that wiretapping and technical surveillance give a lot of power 

over a human being. 
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— And that it should not be this way.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: December 13, 2011. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Trying to imagine the reader’s reaction. 

CONTEXT: A conversation with my wife. [PX=10] 

 

1101 

“— Look at this program from the Occupied Territories on BBC. Main American TV channels never show 

anything like that. There is freedom of the press and freedom of the media, they criticize everything, yet never show 

the realities of the occupied Palestine. Why is that so? 

— It is because of their policies. 

— The government has policies. What is the interest of TV News channels except being objective? BBC 

regularly broadcasts pieces about the life in the occupied Palestine. BBC is from the country that is the closest U.S. 

ally and that cannot be suspected of Anti-Semitism. But not a single soul on American TV News channels ever shows 

such pieces. It is amazing. They brain-wash 300 million Americans. 

— There is BBC for that. 

— But who watches BBC?” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: December 17, 2011. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Bemusement. 

CONTEXT: A conversation with my wife after the whole evening of watching American news and then watching 

BBC News. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: BBC News is not even included in the standard set of channels from our cable TV provider. 

We have to pay extra to be able to watch it. I am sure that is how it is in most of America. 

My doubts about Israel started to grow when I moved to the United States from the Soviet Union in 1981. It 

is one thing to be exposed to government Anti-Semitic propaganda like in the Soviet Union and Russia, it quite another 

thing to get information about the realities of Middle East conflict from such reputable Western source as the New 

York Times. As I started to travel over the world since 1988, I often watched BBC and EuroNews on business trips. 

These television channels often broadcast pieces critical of Israel. Later I subscribed to BBC and EuroNews on cable 

at my home. The more was my growing disappointment with my Jewish environment in America. 

It has to be said that 90% of my friends in the Soviet Union since childhood have been Jewish. I accustomed 

to their critical eye and evaluation of circumstances in the Soviet Union from the position of universal human values 

and was whole-heartedly in the same company with them in their quasi-dissident opposition to Soviet Communism. 

This feeling of common attitudes and common fate with the Jewish people intensified after my prison sentence for 

“Anti-Soviet Agitation and Propaganda.” There was a saying in the late Soviet Union that “All Jews are not ours and 

all not ours are Jews.” My feelings of solidarity with Jews were such that at the moment of my emigration from the 

Soviet Union I sincerely considered the possibility of settling in Israel and converting to Judaism. 

In America I have lived the last 30 years surrounded by people of predominantly Jewish origin. But in 

America, living among Jews I have gradually started to notice that Jewish people never criticize Israel. They criticize 

Russia, America, or any other country but practically never Israel. In most cases I agree with the Jewish critique of 

my old country, Russia. I like their attitudes to human rights, rule of law, economics and many other problems of my 

new country, America. I find it normal that all nations criticize their governments, and I think it is wrong that American 

Jews shy away from criticism of Israel. Israeli government and society are not so perfect for them to be beyond 

criticism: there are issues with war and peace, occupation, settlements, assassinations, and many others. For reasons, 

which may be emotional, historical, or psychological, but not rational, American Jews feel obliged always to support 

Israel. They make a trick of talking about religious Israel and then equating it to the real Israel. They made an idol out 

of Israel. This is wrong for many reasons. You must think of God and not idolize any particular country or government. 

To do the opposite is not monotheism, but true idolatry. This is a religious nationalism. One such pseudo-religion we 

saw in Germany during the Second World War. Everybody knows where it led. Nazism had many attributes of a 

religion, but it was a false religion. 

It is especially sad to see such idolatry of one particular country and government from such a talented and 

educated people as Jewish people. They should know better what they are doing. Many problems of the U.S. foreign 

policy in the Middle East would look differently from the American point of view if it were not the refusal of American 

Jews to see Israel as a normal country, which may be subjected to critique. [PX=10] 
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1102 

“Culture shock makes you think.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: December 17, 2011. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Enthusiastically agree. 

CONTEXT: This is a citation from Robert Guest’s book, “Borderless Economics: Chinese Sea Turtles, Indian Fridges 

and the New Fruits of Global Capitalism,”264 which I heard on Book TV and which I embrace. [PX=10] 

 

1103 

“— Things like this at work had driven me crazy in the run-up to 1987. 

— That is simply how it is organized here and how it is at work here. 

— And I did not expect such violations of my privacy.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: December 22, 2011. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Agreement. 

CONTEXT: My wife and I are discussing the reaction of our bosses at work to our private home conversations. 

[PX=10] 

 

1104 

"In 2011, I was on one business trips abroad; my wife and I were on 2 business trips abroad; our children were on 2 

business trips abroad; my wife and I were on one vacation trip abroad." 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: 2011. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Seriously. 

CONTEXT: 

DURING I HAD WORKED IN 

January 22-29, 2011 Athens, Greece 

 

DURING MY WIFE AND I HAD WORKED IN 

February 04-25, 2011 Kuwait City, Kuwait 

March 04-April 29, 2011 Kuwait City, Kuwait 

 

DURING OUR DAUGHTER J.A.A. HAD WORKED IN 

August 01-23, 2011 Toronto, Canada 

 

DURING OUR DAUGHTER J.L.A. HAD WORKED IN 

August 15-26, 2011 Toronto, Canada 

 

DURING MY WIFE AND I HAD A VACATION IN 

September 24-October 09, 2011 Rome — Florence — Pisa — Venice — Assisi — 

Pompeii — Capri — Sorrento — Rome, Italy 

[PX=10] 

  

 

    264 Philosophy: Guest (2011). 
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1105 

"— He is mad. … 

— No, he is normal.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: January 06, 2012. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Sympathy. 

CONTEXT: A conversation at work. We were talking politics. I printed and distributed tables with the latest data 

about GDP per capita and nuclear arsenals of the countries of the world. [PX=10] 

 

1106 

"— What are you trying to prove by the last Folklore Unit: that you are normal? 

— No, it is not about that. I am trying to demonstrate that in the same situation some people think that I am not 

normal; others think that I am normal. 

— I know this man who called you not normal. He knows little bit about everything, but he is basically very 

superficial person. The depth of analysis you are suggesting is simply contrary to his nature.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: January 06, 2012. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Sympathy. 

CONTEXT: A discussion of the previous Folklore Unit with my wife. [PX=10] 

 

1107 

"— Is he a bad loser? How is he losing? 

— I do not know. At work in what he is doing he has no equals. In statistics he is the best, as well as in politics 

and philosophy. He is — a winner.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: January 07, 2012. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Sympathy. 

CONTEXT: A conversation of my wife with a relative. [PX=10] 

 

1108 

"U.S. Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta warns Israel that an Israeli strike at nuclear targets in Iran can have global 

consequences and says that he still prefers diplomacy and sanctions. President Obama says that all options are on the 

table in dealing with Iran.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: November 18, 2011-March 02, 2012. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm. 

CONTEXT: Even though Obama says that “all options are on the table”, to his credit he has not ordered a military 

strike on Iran so far; also his administration has a completely different cast of characters (like Panetta) from any 

possible Republican alternative. This coming Tuesday, there will be a debate on national security of the Republican 

presidential candidates. I bet they will mention Iran, but they will not mention that Israel already has nuclear weapons 

and very precise delivery systems for them. Some will keep their silence on that intentionally, some others are perhaps 

even unaware of the magnitude of the issue. Poor American voters, almost universally they are completely ignorant 

on the issue with such political leadership. 

 If Israel decides to strike Iran nuclear facilities, it has at its disposal at least 100 two-and-a-quarter ton (5,000 
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pound) GBU-28s conventional precision-guided bunker-busting bombs and even more of the smaller GBU-27s.265 

 According to Jane’s Defence Weekly, the GBU-28 is credited with the ability to penetrate 30m of earth or 

6m of concrete and is probably capable of inflicting significant damage on Iran’s underground enrichment facility at 

Natanz, particularly if it were to sustain multiple hits.266 

 Other possible munitions available for use by Israel include the Israel Military Industries (IMI) PB-500A 

11,000-lb-class low-drag penetration bomb, which is credited with being able to penetrate 2m of concrete.267 

According to RAND Corporation, if every one of Israel’s F-15s aimed the GBU-28 it was carrying, along 

with both its GBU-27s, at a single point, there would be a 35-90% chance of over half the weapons arriving at just the 

right place and at least one bomb would penetrate even the Iranian facility, which is most deep underground. But even 

if things went off without a hitch Iran would retain the capacity to repair and reconstitute its program. Unless Israel 

was prepared to target the program’s technical leadership in civilian research centers and universities the substantial 

nuclear know-how that Iran has gained over the past decades would remain largely intact. Furthermore, if Iran is not 

already planning to leave the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty such an attack would give it ample excuse to do so. In 

most probability Israel would have to make follow-up strikes.268 Faced with the problem of insufficient effectiveness 

of its conventional arsenal, Israel may be tempted to use its nuclear one. 

Whereas Iran is still some way from acquiring nuclear weapons and the capability to deliver them, Israel by 

some estimates has up to 400 nuclear warheads, which puts it potentially on the third place after the U.S. and Russia, 

as well as very sophisticated delivery mechanisms. If you add to this the paranoid state of mind of Israel and the 

existence of a substantial minority of open religious fanatics in Israel, it makes Israel, not Iran, the first candidate to 

use nuclear weapons in the Middle East and, needless to say, to kill a lot of people by doing so. 

METACONTEXT-H: Perhaps the only non-nuclear military scenario is possible if America — once again as in Iraq 

— decides to do the job for Israel (this was, undoubtedly, one of the motives for the Iraq war, even though the U.S. 

might have had also its own geopolitical and oil interests in Iraq). In the process America could spill the blood of its 

own soldiers, but it would probably strike Iran using its new conventional bunker busting bombs. It could drop much 

bigger bombs — its B-2s carry GBU-57 “Massive Ordinance Penetrators”, weighing almost 14 tons. 

 Then there is the American presidential election. Like the Bush administration before it, Barack Obama’s 

White House sees Iran’s nuclear ambitions as a huge concern. But it worries that the consequences of an attack on 

Iran, whether by Israel or America, are unpredictable and scary: oil prices would rocket — at least for a while — 

endangering the economic recovery. But the election may give Benjamin Netanyahu, Israel’s prime minister, 

something to bargain with. In the face of a hawkish Republican rival and in front of an electorate that is in parts 

fiercely pro-Israel, Mr. Obama may feel he has to welcome, or even build on, an Israeli fait accompli in a way he 

would not have done earlier and might not do after his re-election, should it come about. 

 All these thoughts were no doubt on the mind of Obama’s White House when in early February the U.S. 

defense secretary Mr. Leon Panetta appeared to warn that an Israeli attack was becoming increasingly likely when 

having an interview with a journalist from the Washington Post. He said he now believed there was a “strong 

likelihood” that Israel would attack Iran between April and June. Other sources put the odds of an attack this year a 

bit over 50%.269 

Both of these possibilities — of the Israeli or American attack — lead to the ultimate human nightmare of 

war and should never happen. I would rather vote for old-fashioned peace — through deterrence or diplomacy. 

[PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: 

 

 

    265 Military: The Economist (February 25th – March 2nd, 2012). 

    266 Military: Jane’s Defence Weekly (March 28, 2012). 

    267 Ibid. 

    268 Military: The Economist (February 25th – March 2nd, 2012). 

    269 Military: The Economist (February 25th – March 2nd, 2012). 
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OPERATIONAL NUCLEAR WARHEADS, 2010-2011, TOTAL STRATEGIC AND SUB-STRATEGIC 

 

OBS COUNTRY STOCKPILE DELIVERABLE 

  11(BULL) 

10(BULL) 

10(SIPRI) See 

[1], 

[2], 

[3] 

11(BULL) 

10(BULL) 

10(SIPRI) 10(IISS) 10(JDW) 

         

1 Russia 11,000 12,000  ~4,500 4,630   

2 U.S. 8,500 9,600  2,150 2,468   

3 Israel 60-80 

(115-190) 

80 Up 

to 

400 

60-80 80 ~200 100-300 

4 France  300  300 300   

5 China  240  240 240   

6 U.K. 225 225  160 160   

7  Pakistan  70-90  70-90 70-90   

8 India  60-80  60-80 60-80   

9 N. Korea    6-10    

 

 

Abbreviations: 

XX(Source) means Source for year XX, where Source is one of the following: 

• BULL - Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists 

• SIPRI - Stockholm International Peace Research Institute 

• IISS - International Institute for Strategic Studies 

• JDW - Jane’s Defence Weekly 

 

Notes: For additional information about Israeli nuclear program see: 

1) “Background Information, 2005 Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of 

Nuclear Weapons,” United Nations, Retrieved 2006-07-02. 

2) Brower, Kenneth S., “A Propensity for Conflict: Potential Scenarios and Outcomes of War in the Middle East,” 

Jane’s Intelligence Review, Special Report no. 14 (February 1997), p. 14-15. 

3) “Nuclear Weapons: Who Has What at a Glance,” Arms Control Association, Retrieved 2007-05-30. 

4) The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists puts the Israeli nuclear stockpile at 60-80 but notes that it is believed that 

Israel has produced nuclear material enough for 115-190 warheads. 

5) In 1986, Mordechai Vanunu, a former technician at Dimona, revealed to the media some evidence of Israel’s 

nuclear program. Israeli agents abducted him from Italy and transported him to Israel. (See: Law: Hounam 

(1999).) An Israeli court then tried him in secret on charges of treason and espionage and sentences him to 18 

years imprisonment. At the time of Vanunu’s arrest, The Times reported that Israel had material for approximately 

20 hydrogen bombs and 200 fission bombs. If we take this information at face value, by now Israel should have 

material for considerably more nuclear bombs and that seems to corroborate the opinion of the sources from 

Notes [1], [2], [3] that Israel now may have up to 400 nuclear weapons.  

6) Vanunu’s information in October 1986 said that based on a reactor operating at 150 megawatts Israel produces 

40 kg of plutonium per year. Israel possesses a 200 kg warhead, containing 6 kg of plutonium (Farr, Warner D. 

The Third Temple’s Holy of Holies: Israel’s Nuclear Weapons, USAF Counterproliferation Center, September 

1999, Retrieved 2007-07-03). During 25 years after 1986 until 2011, Israel could have produced 25 x 40 = 1,000 

kg of plutonium; divided by 6, it gives us 166 warheads; plus 220 warheads, which, according to Vanunu, Israel 

already had in 1986, we receive a possible number of Israel’s warheads now at 386. 

7) The substantial discrepancy over data about Israel (between the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists and the 

Stockholm International Peace Research Institute on one side and the International Institute for Strategic Studies, 
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Jane's Defence Weekly, and sources from the notes [1], [2], [3] on the other side) may be explained by the 

following: 

 7.1) "Israel's nuclear weapons are not believed to be fully operational under normal circumstances" (Bulletin 

of the Atomic Scientists, article "Nuclear Notebook: Worldwide deployment of nuclear weapons, 2009"). 

 7.2) As Zbigniew Brzezinski stated on Book TV in 2009, Israel had acquired a second-strike capability. 

 7.3) The opinion of Brzezinski is supported by other less prominent sources stating that Israel’s nuclear 

weapons can now be launched from land, sea and air (Douglas Frantz, Israel Adds Fuel to Nuclear Dispute, 

Officials confirm that the nation can now launch atomic weapons from land, sea and air, Los Angeles Times, 

Sunday, October 12, 2003). This gives Israel a second-strike option even if much of the country is destroyed 

(David Eberhart, Samson Option: Israel’s Plan to Prevent Mass Destruction Attacks, NewsMax.Com, October 

16, 2001). 

 7.4) The second-strike strategy may mean that at any given time some of Israel’s nuclear weapons are in 

storage. 

8) According to an official report which was submitted to the American  congress in 2004, it may be that with 

a payload of 1,000 kg the Jericho 3 gives Israel nuclear strike capabilities within the entire Middle East, 

Africa, Europe, Asia and almost all parts of North America, as well as within large parts of South America 

and North Oceania. 

9) An early indication of the Israeli nuclear program progress could be found in: Henry A. Kissinger (16 July 

1969), “Israeli Nuclear Program,” Memorandum for the President (The White House), Retrieved 2009-07-

26 

10) An evidence of the latest U.S. Congress awareness about Israeli nuclear weapons can be found in: 

Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction: Assessing the Risks, U.S. Congress Office of Technology 

Assessment, August 1993, OTA-ISC-559, Retrieved 2008-12-09 

11) Technical specifications of Israeli missiles can be found in: Missile Survey: Ballistic and Cruise Missiles of 

Foreign Countries, by Andrew Feikert, Congressional Research Service, Updated March 5, 2004 

12) A feasibility study of a possible Israeli nuclear strike against Iran’s nuclear installations can be found in: 

Study on a Possible Israeli Strike on Iran’s Nuclear Development Facilities, by Abdullah Toukan, Center for 

Strategic and International Studies, March 14, 2009 

[PX=10] 
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 “It is necessary to psychoanalyze the subconscious motives of the foreign policy of nations in a similar way to Sigmund 

Freud’s psychoanalysis of the subconscious psychodynamics of an individual. Modern psychology, since Freud, is based 

upon a notion of subconscious. People almost never can be trusted on their own words and their opinions about 

themselves. Instead, an outside observer should look at their actions and determine their true, subconscious motives. 

 The same is valid not only about private lives of individuals, but about public personalities, politicians, and 

the states led by them. Politicians and political commentators in the U.S., as well as in all countries of the world, 

cannot be trusted with their proclaimed aims. They all are constrained by political correctness and talk about the noble 

causes. But like in Freudian psychoanalysis, the underlying psychodynamics may be murderous. 

 It seems that the main motivation of the big powers in the world is to gain geopolitical advantage. The big powers 

are busy in the game of regime change to obtain more favorable governments with an eye on having military bases in the 

event of a conflict with other big powers. The purpose is to geopolitically strangulate potential enemies. The overriding 

aim is world domination. In our age the purpose of world domination is achievable with the use of nuclear weapons. The 

subconscious purpose of all big powers in the world, including democratic ones, has crystalized as genocide of competitors 

in order to achieve this world domination. Rarely would one disagree that the dictatorships and autocratic regimes are 

capable of nuclear genocide. But what about democracies? The U.S. has been playing the game of threatening just that for 

decades. And what would happen if we imagine that, for example, the U.S. achieves its main foreign policy aim and does 

not have its chief world competitors (presumably Russia and China) anymore? Again, with nuclear weapons, it would only 

accelerate the genocide of the remaining, weaker nations. How does this square with the democratic nature of the U.S. 

government? Very well indeed. In the post-Cold-War era the U.S. demonstrated that it has insatiable appetite for wars. 

Since the 1980s the United States has spent hundreds of billion, trillions of dollars on the arms race. The arms race 

has not stopped with the collapse of the Soviet Union and right now the U.S. spends on defense as much as the rest of 

the world combined. Instead of starting a new era without wars, the U.S. has accelerated its arms conflicts since the 

Soviet perestroika: Panama, the first Iraq war, bombing of Bosnia, Serbian war, invasion of Afghanistan, the second 

Iraq war, and now looming possibility of Iran war – it looks like the U.S. is just getting appetite for wars. All these 
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“small wars” look like a strategic clean-up of hostile regimes in the non-aligned world and a preparation for a big war 

against China and Russia for world domination. America already has a big advantage in conventional weapons against 

these two powers who balance it in the world. But it is unlikely that the U.S. government will start a war against Russia 

and China with the aim of ultimate conquest of the world while there is a nuclear parity with Russia and a nuclear 

deterrent from China. That is why the U.S. is pressing ahead with a missile defense. Right now, the missile defense 

would not be effective against Russian and Chinese nuclear forces. But by the year 2020 it is planned to have the U.S.-

led Western global missile defense. There are all reasons to believe that this missile defense will the more destabilizing 

the more effective it is. 

 Wars in democracies are a collective business; think tanks prepare governments for new wars; mass media takes 

active part in the preparation of public opinion. A lot of people in democracies sincerely support those post-Cold-War 

wars. It does not matter whether they understand their subconscious or not — they are doing wrong. 

 The U.S. fights against rogue dictators for regime change (of course not against our dictators, like Saudi Arabia); 

nobody cares that in the process, in the countries attacked (like in Iraq), more people are being killed than by their own 

dictators. Is the killing of several hundred thousand Iraqis by the American forces and in the anarchy ensuing after the 

invasion of the country genocide? No, many would say. But ask Americans about several millions of civilians killed in 

Germany during strategic bombings in the Second World War — also not a genocide. What about firebombing of Tokyo 

and atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki? Not genocide. Never mind that General Curtis LeMay who directed 

American strategic bombings in World War II said that ‘if we lost the war, we would be tried for war crimes.’ Many in 

America would say that there was no such thing as genocide of Native Americans. People who are trying to put into 

American schoolbooks mentioning of genocide of American Indians are routinely marginalized by the powerful 

nationalistic forces in this country as being ‘left-wing haters of the United States’. It seems there are no boundaries to the 

denial of our crimes. The same way as an individual is capable of suppressing unpleasant memories, the collective national 

memory suppresses the evidence of genocides in the past. 

The people who are unaware about psychoanalysis and modern psychology are most likely to be driven by 

their subconscious motivations. That is why it is wise to be especially wary about the American politicians who on 

one side would like to increase defense budget even more and on the other side are war-mongers and are talking about 

Russia (or China) as a ‘main geopolitical enemy’ or how they will ‘stand’ against Russia. The end result can be the 

biggest crime in the human history – nuclear extermination of these two nations with the aim of enslaving of the rest 

of the humankind. 

The world with one nuclear power defeating all its rivals is inevitably the world where genocide goes to its logical 

conclusion. The weaker, less developed nations would share the fate of the American Indians and there would be even no 

guilty feelings in the victorious nation (or group of nations). As one student of the nuclear arm-control in Columbia 

University told me in a frank confession, he would eagerly use neutron bombs against all third-world countries. 

 Carl Jung said that our subconscious is our biggest sin. God save us from achieving our ultimate foreign policy 

aspirations. Indeed, ‘love your enemies.’ The balance of powers and the balance of fear that it creates in the world are the 

primary things saving us from committing unimaginable crimes.”  

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: March 23 – September 08, 2012. 

FRQ: Twice. 

CONTEXT: From conversations with my wife. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: If humans prove to be not sensible species and unleash a nuclear war, they may initiate extinction 

of humans and mass extinction of life on Earth. 

 Estimates of the number of major mass extinctions in the last 540 million years range from as few as five to 

more than twenty. 

 Some of the previous mass extinctions are consistent with the occurrences of nuclear disasters. For example, 

it has been suggested that gamma ray radiation caused the End-Ordovician extinction. Ordovician-Silurian extinction 

event (End Ordovician or O-S): 450–440 million years ago at the Ordovician-Silurian transition. Two events occurred 

that killed off 27% of all families, 57% of all genera and 60% to 70% of all species. Together they are ranked by many 

scientists as the second largest of the five major extinctions in Earth's history in terms of percentage of genera that 

went extinct. 

 For more information see the article Extinction event in Wikipedia.270 [PX=10] 
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“In being obsessed with the geopolitical chess game v. Russia and China, the U.S. governing elite miss the point of today’s 

 

    270 Reference: Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Extinction_event. 
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main ideological struggle. For example, Russia, despite it dragging its feet, is moving in the direction of Western values 

of human rights and democracy. Its culture and history are essentially Christian and are intertwined with European 

Enlightenment. Eventually Russia will be with the West on the human rights and democracy points. Russia has already 

made big progress creating a new generation of independently thinking people since the collapse of Communism. There 

are reasons for hope in this respect also in the case of China. 

 But the U.S. and the West are losing the battle for a modern, humanistic reinterpretation of Islam. This failure to 

support the forces for a reinterpretation of Islam is not accidental in the view of the unholy geopolitical alliance between 

the U.S. and some of the most reactionary regimes in the Islamic world, such as Saudi Arabia, the home of today’s religious 

Islamic totalitarianism. The interpretation of Islam, which is actively being spread by Saudi Arabia, is based on the 8th and 

9th century reading of this religion, which achieved a totalitarian interpretation through sharia law, blending Islam with 

state practices (conveniently, one might say, for the tyrannical Islamic rulers of the Middle Ages). Since no distinction was 

made between religious and secular law, the sharia concerned itself with the total religious, political, social, domestic, and 

private life of those who profess Islam. Sharia differs fundamentally from Western law in that it is not, in theory, man-

made, but grounded in divine revelation; to the orthodox Muslim, revelation ended with the death of Muhammad, leaving 

sharia virtually immutable. Among modern Muslim countries, Saudi Arabia retains the sharia as the law of the land, secular 

as well as religious, but the Westernized civil codes of most other Muslim countries have departed from the precepts of 

sharia when this was deemed unavoidable.271 This underscores that in practice the question of interpreting Islam is an open 

issue. 

 According to the literal sharia interpretation of Islam’s many practices, which would be considered barbaric in 

most other religions, let alone democracies respecting human rights, are enshrined into law. For example, if you wish to 

leave Islam and convert to another religion — that is, to do something not even punishable in non-sharia law countries, — 

according to sharia you are supposed to be killed. Also, sharia law prescribes capital punishment in cases (rape, adultery, 

and piracy) where in non-sharia law countries it would be considered way out of proportion to the crime. For other crimes 

sharia law prescribes mutilation that would be considered ‘cruel and unusual punishment’ under the U.S. Constitution and 

certainly barbaric and outdated in most non-sharia law countries. For example, sharia law commands that a thief has his 

hand cut off. The problem is that many predominantly Muslim countries, including some relatively moderate (like Egypt), 

specify in their constitutions that they are governed by sharia law. It is easy to see the consequences of sharia law in many 

aspects of life in Islamic countries, including general human rights, rights of women, organization of the state, totalitarian 

character of religious indoctrination, interpretation of terrorism as jihad. 

 The ideological front lines of today are rewritten since the Cold War. The Russian population has never lived as 

good and freely as today and has no taste for challenging the world domination by the U.S. China also appears to be more 

interested in trade and economic growth these days than in ideological and military confrontation. But it should be obvious 

that without a modern reinterpretation of Islam incorporating respect for human rights, this religion will continue to breed 

the political oppression and dictatorships and will be in a focal point of world conflicts for the foreseeable future. And that 

is exactly the direction where the U.S. fails to score important points. 

 The U.S. is so blinded by its geopolitical big-power calculations, that it does the things opposite to what would 

make ideologically sense in the Islamic world. Saudi Arabia quite openly spends billions to spread its fundamentalist 

version of Islam and sends its preachers all over the world. These funds and emissaries arrive to the West with acquiescence 

of the Western governments. At the same time the U.S. and its Western allies join the most reactionary Saudi Arabia and 

Qatar in inciting and arming the rebellion and encouraging a civil war between the ‘socialist’, relatively secular Assad 

regime in Syria (‘Russia’s and China’s ally’)272 and opposition dominated by the Muslim Brotherhood. The U.S. is fixated 

on the antagonism to the ‘theocratic democracy’ in Iran (‘a rogue regime’). At least Iran has a parliament and a president 

and competitive elections — what do the U.S. allies from the Gulf Cooperation Council (Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait, 

Bahrain, United Arab Emirates, Oman) have? — They have absolute monarchies and no competitive elections whatsoever. 

In comparison to these allies Iran is a truly ‘enlightened’ regime. The U.S. acts exactly the opposite to what the struggle 

for a modern reinterpretation of Islam would require. And it is all because the U.S. cannot shrug off its simplistic 

geopolitical motives in its foreign policy and adapt to the new challenges of the world.”  

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: March 31, 2012. 

FRQ: Once. 

CONTEXT: These thoughts were inspired by a program on Book TV. [PX=10] 

 

1111 

 

    271 Reference: Encyclopedia Britannica (1983)(2), v. IX, p. 115. 

    272 See: Law: Simmons (2014). 
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“[A Republican presidential contender] Rick Santorum said that Iran is evil, that like Reagan he would not negotiate with 

evil, but would defeat it.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: April 01, 2012. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Seriously. 

CONTEXT: I was telling my wife what I heard about Santorum in the news. 

First of all, Reagan did not only make speeches about “evil empire”, but very well negotiated with the Soviet 

Union. Second, it would be good for the American politicians to stop the ridiculous habit of calling every country, 

which at any given moment seems at odds with the U.S., evil. Third, if Iran is “evil,” a thousand times “eviller” is an 

ally of the United States, Saudi Arabia. [PX=10] 
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"— I think I am under surveillance. 

— It is your imagination. You have vivid imagination. 

— And when I am hearing something supporting this idea, is it hallucinations? 

— Yes, it is hallucinations. 

— And when I am providing indisputable facts about it? 

— We cannot change anything about it. We have to live.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: April 10, 2012. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Sympathy. 

CONTEXT: A conversation with my wife and daughter J.L.A. [PX=10] 
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“We should mobilize the best in human nature, instead of allowing the worst to dominate.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: April 13, 2012. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Seriously. 

CONTEXT: This is a paraphrase of the words of Brent Scowcroft, the former national security advisor to presidents 

Ford and George H. W. Bush, in response to the question how to achieve what he and another former national security 

advisor, Zbigniew Brzezinski advised at a meeting at the Center for Strategic and International Studies devoted to 

Turkey, Russia, and Iran. Their presentation was broadcast on Book TV. 

Brzezinski said that it is counter-productive for the U.S. to issue verbal commands to other countries. He 

noted that earlier Turkey and Brazil achieved an agreement from Iran for that country to stay within the Nuclear Non-

Proliferation Treaty (NPT) — no more, no less. It was the official position of the U.S. at the time, but the U.S. changed 

its position after the diplomatic agreement was achieved. Brzezinski underscored that the U.S. is now demanding of 

Iran what is not demanded from anybody else under the NPT. The U.S. could have (and perhaps should have) stopped 

talking about regime change in Iran, recognize Iran’s regime, and negotiate additional control mechanisms over Iran’s 

nuclear program within the NPT. The U.S. should have kept the long-term strategic goals in the South-West Asia at 

heart. Instead the U.S. is at the moment governed by the short-term domestic political considerations dictated by the 

election cycle. As a result, by September/October of this year the U.S. will present Iran with an ultimatum of 

unconditional humiliating surrender. Moreover, Israel may execute a military strike at Iran’s nuclear facilities, 

triggering the Iranian response against the U.S., whom they would consider a facilitator of Israel’s strike, and thus 

involve the U.S. into the conflict. The consequences of such military conflict cannot be foreseen. Brzezinski asks the 

question: what are the countries, which advocate the use of military force in this situation; they are the United Kingdom 

and France, the former colonial powers. Hinting at Israel, Brzezinski said that no country, ally of the U.S., should be 

allowed to start a military conflict on its own. 

Brent Scowcroft largely agreed with Zbigniew Brzezinski’s line of thought. 

At the end of their join presentation, Scowcroft uttered his words about the necessity to mobilize the best in 

human nature, instead of allowing the worst to dominate. Unfortunately, one may note that after the end of the Cold 

War, when there is no more super-power opposing America, the West, and in particularly the U.S., allowed the worst 

in human nature to dominate their foreign policies. [PX=10] 
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“In his book Peter Beinart aims to save Israel from itself, and the United States from the Israel lobby.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: April 14, 2012. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Seriously. 

CONTEXT: Peter Beinart, a former editor of The New Republic who now runs a blog called Open Zion, has a problem: 

he finds Israel, morally, a sinking ship. Instead of simply swimming away, he has written “The Crisis of Zionism,” in 

which he sets out to save the country calling many of its leaders racist, denouncing many of its American supporters 

as Holocaust-obsessed enablers and advocating a boycott of people and products from beyond Israel’s 1967 eastern 

border. While saving Israel, Beinart hopes to save America from a handful of Jewish organizations that have not only 

hijacked American liberalism but also stolen the spine of the president of the United States, who, despite having 

received 78 percent of the Jewish vote, is powerless to pursue his own agenda. 

 Beinart cites approvingly Israel’s declaration of statehood, read aloud by David Ben-Gurion in 1948. It 

promised “complete equality of social and political rights to all its inhabitants irrespective of religion, race or sex.” 

 Like a majority of Israelis, Beinart believes that it is depleting, degrading and dangerous for Israel to oversee 

the lives of millions of stateless Palestinians, and also like a majority of Israelis, he thinks the solution is the creation 

of a Palestinian state. He refuses to characterize the second Intifada as having cataclysmic impact; describes Israel’s 

unilateral withdrawal from Gaza as a cynical ploy to continue the occupation by other means; he refuses to assign 

great importance to Hamas charter that calls for the destruction of Israel and the murder of Jews the world over; and 

he describes as not big in magnitude the Palestinian demand for a right of return — not to a future Palestine but to 

Israel itself — and thus he liberates his book from the practicalities of Jewish politics in Israel and America. 

 Beinart is especially good in critical invoking of historical facts. Thus Israel’s offer to withdraw from 

conquered land in 1967, and the Arab States’ declaration — “No peace with Israel, no recognition of Israel, no 

negotiations with it” — becomes a situation in which the Arabs’ “apparent refusal” made Israeli settlement “easier.” 

 Jews, Beinart insists, are failing what he calls “the test of Jewish power.” By that he means a White House-

crushing Israel lobby and observes that “privately, American Jews revel in Jewish power” and that “in the 1970s, 

American Jewish organizations began hoarding the Holocaust.” His statement that occupation “requires racism” 

indicts Israel as racist. 

 The Anti-Defamation League fights “alleged” anti-Semitism against Israel, he tells us. To constantly worry 

about existential threats to Israel is to surrender to “Jewish victimhood.” “Liberalism was out, tribalism was in.” 

 Beinart has a missionary impulse toward Israel. His faith resides in “liberal ideas,” which he often makes 

synonymous with Judaism itself, or what Judaism ought to be. Thus we are told that Benjamin Netanyahu does not 

trust Barack Obama because “Obama reminds Netanyahu of what Netanyahu does not like about Jews,” by which he 

means a sense of moral obligation. 

 Netanyahu, meanwhile, languishes in an old and brutal dispensation, indulging in “the glorification of the 

ferocious Jews of antiquity.” This Old Testament fury causes Obama to retreat from mentioning the division of 

Jerusalem: “The response from Netanyahu, the Republicans and the American Jewish organizations would be too 

ferocious to bear.” 

 Beinart names the sins of American Jews, who “rarely talk about what Joseph did to the Egyptians when 

Pharaoh put him in charge of the nation’s grain.” Beinart declares that we need “a new American Jewish story.”273 

[PX=10] 
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“Today BBC said that the destroyed CIA tapes of waterboarding terror suspects showed them screaming and vomiting. 

 There exist decisions of the U.S. Supreme Court that everybody on the territory of the United States or in the 

jurisdiction of the U.S. government, including those who are on the American territory illegally, must have the fundamental 

rights of due process guaranteed by the Bill of Rights of the U.S. Constitution. 

 Nevertheless, inspired by nationalism, the U.S. government created a separate system of justice for foreigners, 

where the most basic due process rights are violated and where even torture is allowed. 34 years ago, it created a kangaroo 

court under the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act, which almost never declines the surveillance requests of the 

Executive Power, where lawyers of subjects of surveillance are not allowed, and where the only side presenting its story 

to the court is the Executive Power. Now it created another kangaroo court — military tribunals for 9/11 suspects, which 

allows secret evidence to be admitted for court proceedings, including evidence obtained under torture.” 

 

    273 Law: The New York Times Book Review (April 15, 2012). 
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[PX=10] 

PERIOD: May 13, 2012. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Outrage. 

CONTEXT: From a discussion with my wife after watching the BBC program. [PX=10] 
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“If you are lefty — you are ‘rotten’, but if you are obviously perfect — you are ‘nut’.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: May 20, 2012. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Surprise. 

CONTEXT: A commentary in a public place. [PX=10] 
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“— We have been praying for his death. 

— If that is true, you wished the death of a great person.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: May 21, 2012. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Disagreement. 

CONTEXT: A discussion in a public place. [PX=10] 
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“As soon as you say something original and slightly daring, you get baked.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: June 03, 2012. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Regret. 

CONTEXT: Book TV about current political climate in America. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: Because I do not pretend that I do not say anything original or daring in this book, I expect to 

get baked. [PX=10] 
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“— I think Israel has the right for the first use of nuclear weapons against Iran in self-defense. 

— But countless people would be killed then. 

— They are not worthy to be called humans. 

— Remember how in the movies Sophie’s Choice the main heroine’s father, a Polish Nazi, told her that all Jews 

should be killed? And how she went to a Jewish ghetto, looked at people who lived there and wondered how somebody 

can say that they all should be killed? Why do not you look at Muslims as simply humans? There are fathers, mothers, 

children, and elderly people among them. 

— I do not think that Muslims are really humans. 

— How can you say something like this? Do not you recognize that in any nation there are good people and bad 

people? 

— May be there are some small number of good people among Muslims. But overall Muslims are not humans.” 

 [PX=10] 

PERIOD: About November 2012. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Trying to be polite with a person who dares to say this. 

CONTEXT: This was a conversation with one of our Jewish acquaintances. He was a person with a higher education. 

Thanks God, he was not my immediate friend. [PX=10] 
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“After the elections on November 6, 2012, I finally saw an example of critique of Israel by American Jews for which I 

have been waiting for many years.” 

[PX=10] 
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PERIOD: November 11, 2012. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: Thomas L. Friedman wrote an article “My President is Busy” in The New York Times.274 Here are parts 

of this article: 

  “Israeli friends have been asking me whether a re-elected President Obama will take revenge on Prime 

Minister Bibi Netanyahu for the way he and Sheldon Adelson, his foolhardy financier, openly backed Mitt Romney. 

My answer to Israelis is this: You should be so lucky.” 

 “To begin with, the rising political force in America is not one with which Bibi has aligned Israel. As the 

Israeli columnist Ari Shavit noted in the newspaper Haaretz last week: “In the past, both the Zionist movement and 

the Jewish state were careful to be identified with the progressive forces in the world. … But in recent decades more 

and more Israelis took to leaning on the reactionary forces in the American society. It was convenient to lean on them. 

The evangelists didn’t ask difficult questions about the settlements, the Tea Party people didn’t say a word about 

excluding women or minorities or about Jewish settlers’ attacks and acts of vandalism against Palestinians and peace 

activists. The Republican Party’s white, religious, conservative wing was not agitated when the Israeli Supreme Court 

was attacked and the rule of law in Israel was trampled.” Israel, Shavit added, assumed that “under the patronage of a 

radical, rightist America we can conduct a radical, rightist policy without paying the price.” No more. Netanyahu can 

still get a standing ovation from the Israeli lobby, but not at U.C.L.A.” 

“I find it very sad that in country with so much human talent, the Israeli center and left still can’t agree on a 

national figure who could run against Netanyahu and his thuggish partner, Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman – 

man whose commitment to democracy is closer to Vladimir Putin’s than Thomas Jefferson’s. Don’t count on America 

to ride to the rescue. It has to start with you. 

 My president is busy.”275 

[PX=10] 
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"In 2012, our children were on 4 business trips abroad." 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: 2012. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Seriously. 

CONTEXT: 

DURING OUR DAUGHTER J.A.A. HAD WORKED IN 

February 19-March 17, 2012 Madrid, Spain 

May 25-June 08, 2012 Hyderabad, India 

 

DURING OUR DAUGHTER J.L.A. HAD WORKED IN 

July 30-September 29, 2012 Madrid, Spain 

November 26-December 22, 2012 Madrid, Spain 

[PX=10] 
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“There is a new book by Melvin A. Goodman, National Insecurity: The Cost of American Militarism, which is a 

damning assessment of U.S. defense spending and covert operations.276 “ 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: January 2013. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: Goodman is an adjunct professor at Johns Hopkins University and director of National Security Project. 

He was division chief and senior analyst at the Office of Soviet Affairs, Central Intelligence Agency from 1976 to 

 

    274 Law: The New York Times (November 11, 2012). 

    275 Law: The New York Times (November 11, 2012) 

    276 Military: Goodman (2013). 
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1986. He was a senior analyst at the Bureau of Intelligence and Research, State Department from 1974 to 1976. He 

was an intelligence adviser to the Strategic Arms Limitations Talks in Vienna and Washington. 

National Insecurity tells a story of an out-of-control defense budget, military driven diplomacy, and instances 

of presidential abuse of power.  

The book ends with an analysis of current spending on U.S. defense, by program and branch, identifying 

where cuts can be made allowing the U.S. to provide a more rational national security. All it takes is the political will 

to do so. Unfortunately, the U.S. Senate looks at defense spending as at a jobs program. There is tremendous overlap 

and waste in defense spending. For example, each of the armed services has its own air force. The F-22 and F-35 

fighter planes are built with contractors in 47 states. The F-22 was advertised as the main plane designed to fight the 

Soviets, even as the Soviet Union was collapsing. Even senator John McCain was outraged when he learned the final 

cost of the program. We doubled that cost on the F-35. Republican, but also Democratic senators are involved in 

funding these programs. California senators Dianne Feinstein, current Chairman of the Senate Intelligence Committee, 

and Barbara Boxer are the biggest beneficiaries of the largest defense contractors in California for their election 

campaigns. Former Chairman of the Homeland Security Committee Joe Lieberman also has been heavily concerned 

about the jobs of the military contractors in Connecticut involved in building submarines. One doubts that any cuts 

(other than to military bands) will be made, until perhaps the next funding crisis. [PX=10]  
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“The best known American liberal economist Paul Krugman wrote in the 1990s that there is no period in history when 

growing productivity is not accompanied by growing standard of living. Yet it was happening in America right when 

he was writing. “ 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: February 2013. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: The productivity of American workers over 40 years since 1973 (the year 1973 is cited by economists as 

the year of a peak in the corresponding economic cycle) adjusted for inflation has doubled, according to official 

government statistics.277 But the hourly wage of the average worker in 1973, also according to government statistics, 

was 20 something dollars, while 40 years later adjusted for inflation was 19 something dollars; that is it has declined 

by a few percentage points.278 The graph of adjusted for inflation compensation of American workers has been a flat 

one over 40 years, with only a short-lived increase by 10 percent in 1998-1999 with a dot-com boom. 

 For 40 years after the Great Depression of the 1930s, the American ruling class had known that they were in 

a struggle against Communism and that a failure to provide a growing standard of living for workers would 

delegitimize the system. That started to change in the 1970s and especially in the 1980s with Reagan’s conservative 

revolution. Notwithstanding the drawbacks of Communism, which lead to its collapse, it is now becoming clear that 

with that collapse came the change of the bargaining power of Western workers. 

What has prevented the growth of living standards of American workers over the last 40 years despite the 

substantial gains in productivity is globalization. There is nothing wrong with globalization per se. The problem is 

that globalization is happening under the neoliberal regime, which does not support workers’ rights and the right of 

workers to organize. When the workers in the United States say they want bigger wages, it is enough for employers 

to say that in response they would shift jobs to China or India. Whether they actually shift the jobs is another story, 

but it undermines the bargaining power of American workers. As the result, in the West workers’ wages are stagnating 

and the rich are getting richer. We are now in the situation described by Marxist economics where without workers’ 

bargaining power capitalists are getting a bigger and bigger portion of the economic pie (or as Marx puts in Capital, 

“rate of surplus value has a tendency to increase”279). In this sense, Marx had been overturned between the 1930s and 

1970s, but now — “Welcome back to Marx.” And if capitalists continue to have bargaining power in their favor, they 

will continue to use it. [PX=10] 

 

1124 

“Secretary of State Kerry made an emotional speech saying that there is a need to punish Assad government. People 

 

    277 Economics: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Labor Productivity and Costs; see also: 

Economics: U.S. Bureau of the Census (1981-2012). 

    278 Economics: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics, 

“Employment, Hours, and Earnings — National”; see also: Economics: U.S. Bureau of Census (1981-2012). 

    279 Economics: Marx (1993). 
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are capable to convince themselves that they are right when it is convenient for them. Why it is a "moral obligation" 

to attack Syria? Why it is a military action, which we consider a solution to every problem in the world? The U.S. has 

an overwhelming military superiority in the region and feels it can use weapons with impunity. The only reason why 

the United States government does not like Assad is because he has good relations with Russia. So the bottom line, 

the reasons are geopolitical.  

The United States and its Western allies say it is the Assad government, which used chemical weapons; 

Russia says it is the rebels. You have to be sure "beyond the reasonable doubt" that it is the Assad government to 

commit acts of war. You have to be cautious about military action, which is a grave violation of international law, 

without the Security Council authorization. Also, there were several hundred people killed in this use of chemical 

weapons — the United States and its allies are poised to kill more in their attack on Syria. 

And one has to think about the consequences of your actions. What if Assad's government collapses as result? 

What if then the al Qaeda affiliated forces will come to power? There would certainly be a blood bath against the 

religious minorities and the hellish consequences for Israel and Europe of having a new front in the "war on terror". 

This time it would be much closer to home.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: August 26, 2013. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: Email to friends. [PX=10] 

 

1125 

“—    He told his wife that he had a physical mishap. 

—      Ha-ha-ha... Why don’t you tell us the medical conditions of his companions on the trip [the names of companions 

are mentioned]? 

—      Their companions have the right for privacy… 

—      Why are you telling us the content of his private conversation with his wife? By doing so you only prove that you 

are one mafia… 

—      The policy of the State Department is to prove that he is a jerk. 

—      The whole world knows he voted for Obama. It is Obama who is a jerk…” 

[PX=10; OPX=1] 

PERIOD: September 29, 2013. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: On this day, my wife and I were on vacation in Madrid, Spain. During the late evening hours, I heard through 

the open window laughs and then this conversation on the street. [PX=10; OPX=1] 

METACONTEXT-P: This is a very compelling conversation, but it is definitely a surreal one and is going to invite scrutiny 

in a big way. Is this a hallucination? Or is this a payback for my recent opposition to the American military involvement 

in Syria and the trace of a covert action the reality of which I have difficulty to believe in? [PX=10] 

 

1126 

“—    How do you think your close friend [name of the friend] relates to Julian Assange? 

—      He is less enthusiastic about Assange than me. He likes him 50%. I like him 75%. 

—      So, Assange is controversial? 

—      My friend objects to Assange’s disclosure of the names that might endanger lives. I also think that you must be 

careful with such things, but I emphasize more the good that Assange had done. Besides, I dislike the way the American 

government rolled over Wikileaks and managed to dramatically diminish its activities. 

—      Yes, I agree. But the film also shows that in the end it was subverted by its own people. 

—      Relations between real people can always run into problems. There can be purely psychological conflicts among 

humans. And do not forget that all people in Wikileaks were rebels — it is even more difficult to have harmonious 

relationships among such characters.” 

[PX=10] 
PERIOD: October 19, 2013. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Interest. 

CONTEXT: On this day, my wife and I saw the film “The Fifth Estate.” We liked the film and after seeing it we had 

this conversation. [PX=10] 
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1127 

“—    Somebody just said about my book: ‘Nothing happens in this book’. What do you want to happen for God’s sake? 

Murder? It is not a 007 movie, it is a real life story. Will you only be outraged when it happens to you? 
—      That is true. When Alexander Avakov says that surveillance is outrageous it is not the same as when Angela Merkel 

calls it outrageous.” 

[PX=10] 
PERIOD: October 25, 2013. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: On this day, I had this conversation with my wife. [PX=10] 
 

1128 

“— I am listening to a Book TV program broadcast from the Los Angeles Holocaust museum. It is about a new book 

describing the participation of German women in the Holocaust. I hear a lot of clever thoughts how people think about 

atrocities during wars and how they justify them to themselves. I am amazed of Jewish women who asked so many 

thoughtful questions. I have heard similar insights from other Jewish people, but they almost never were applied to what 

Israel does to Palestinians. 

— They would say they defend themselves. 

— German women were committing those atrocities also because they were patriots and brain-washed by 

nationalistic propaganda. I wonder how the vast majority of our Jewish contemporaries discuss German atrocities in detail, 

with such philosophical generalizations, and at the same time be so blind to Israeli atrocities.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: November 03, 2013. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Sorrow and disappointment. 

CONTEXT: From the conversation with my wife. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-P: “It’s so common: the victim becomes a victimizer.”280 Jewish people seem to be so concentrated 

on them being a victim in the Second World War that they do not pay enough attention to the fact that they are 

victimizing Arabs. [PX=10] 

 

1129 

“Today Secretary of State John Kerry said that he had some doubts that Lee Harvey Oswald acted alone in the JFK 

assassination. This is a remarkable statement coming from such high-ranking administration official. Usually such U.S. 

officials support the official conclusions of the Warren Commission that Oswald acted alone. Kerry continued saying that 

he finds Oswald’s ties to the Communist Party and to the Soviet Union very suspicious.” 

 «Сегодня государственный секретарь Джон Керри сказал, что у него есть некоторые сомнения, что Ли Харви 

Освальд действовал в одиночку при покушении на Джона Ф. Кеннеди. Это примечательное заявление, исходящее 

из уст такого высокопоставленного представителя администрации. Обычно такие официальные представители 

США поддерживают официальные выводы Комиссии Уоррена, что Освальд действовал в одиночку. Керри 

продолжал, что он находит связи Освальда с Коммунистической партией и Советским Союзом очень 

подозрительными». 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: November 08, 2013. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Disappointment at Kerry. 

CONTEXT: From a conversation with my wife. 

Из разговора с моей женой. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: It has to be said that your position on who might be the suspected accomplices of Oswald depends 

on your political affiliation in the United States. Right-wing commentators and historians underscored the fact that Oswald 

was a former Communist who defected to the Soviet Union and had spent a few years there. Left-wing commentators, like 

Oliver Stone, were more inclined to think that it was a CIA job. In this sense Kerry’s remarks showed that his mentality is 

that of a Cold War warrior. 

 

    280 Psychology: Dr. Angelo Subida Psychotherapy Clinic, http://www.drsubida.com/2012/05/from-victim-to-

victimizer.html. 
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I have to say that I think that the Warren Commission was right and most probably Oswald was a loner. 80 percent 

of historians think that he was alone. But if I am forced to take sides between right and left-leaning historians who think 

that there was a conspiracy, my political instincts are that the conspiracy, if existed, was a home-grown American one. Let 

me remind that John Kennedy twice — during Bay of Pigs and during Cuban missile crisis — stood against hard-liners in 

the government and did not invade Cuba. After the Cuban missile crisis in 1962 his relations with Khrushchev were better 

than ever. This earned him the hatred of the American hard-liners. In a similar way Khrushchev earned the hatred of his 

hard-liners who wanted a war in 1962. Ultimately, Kennedy was killed and, a year later, Khrushchev was removed from 

power. At the time of the assassination the Soviet Union did not have motives for killing Kennedy. JFK was very popular 

in the U.S.S.R. A member of the Soviet Politburo, Ekaterina Furtseva went as far as to send her own emissary in the form 

of a spy defector to convey a message to the U.S. government that the Soviet Union was not involved in the assassination.281 

On the other hand there is some information that after his return from the Soviet Union Oswald was working for 

the CIA and — most damning — got involved with the Cuban anti-Communist mafia in the United States. No doubt the 

latter had motives for a plot against Kennedy.282 

 In the spring of 1963 Lee Harvey Oswald’s “destination was New Orleans where he would get to meet with a 

number of anti-Castro Cuban leaders while at the same time posing as a pro-Castro activist.”283 Lee started his job in New 

Orleans “on May 9, 1963, working as a machine repairman at a downtown coffee shop located not far from his apartment, 

the William B. Reily Company.284 Reily was an avid right-winger and ‘financial supporter’ of the Free Cuba Committee, 

which was part of a CIA-front organization, the anti-Castro Cuban Revolutionary Council (CRC). The CRC was connected 

to both Cuban exile and Mafia activities.285 And just around the corner from Reily’s, at 544 Camp Street, was the office 

of Lee’s friend David Ferrie whose work involved flying commando raids over Cuba in support of CIA-backed anti-Castro 

Cuban organizations. Ferrie worked for Guy Banister.”286 Banister “was an ex-Naval intelligence officer and former 

Chicago FBI bureau chief. At this point, he was living in New Orleans and was allegedly supplying weapons for CIA-

backed, anti-Castro, Cuban organizations. His cover was Guy Banister Associates, a detective agency. He was a John 

Bircher, a Minuteman, and the founder of the Anti-Communist League of the Caribbean.”287 “His secretary, Delphine 

Roberts, has reported that he regularly worked with anti-Castro Cuban militants and that he received CIA funding288. 

According to a 1967 CIA memo, disclosed through the Freedom of Information Act, there were twenty-six CIA employees 

at this time in New Orleans running various operations, including mail-intercept program.289 One agency member was 

Clay Shaw, also known as Clay Bertrand, a local businessman who ran the International Trade Mart. Shaw had served 

with the army as a military intelligence officer during World War II and after the war joined the CIA’s Domestic Operations 

Division.290 According to the CIA’s Victor Marchetti, Shaw, along with David Ferrie, E. Howard Hunt, and others had 

assisted in the CIA’s planning of the Bay of Pigs invasion.291”292 “The CIA had been planning ‘logistical legerdemain’ in 

its MKULTRA programs for more than a decade, thus bringing to the task in-depth knowledge, skill, and the requisite 

resources. Turning Oswald into a programmed fall guy may have been a very sophisticated operation, but it was one at 

which the CIA was uniquely adept.”293 

 Soviet people had been long fascinated by the assassination of Sergei Kirov in 1934. Kirov was the second man 

after Stalin and some people in the Central Committee wanted him to replace Stalin. One of the more convincing theories 

(although, admittedly, one of many) is that NKVD allowed the assassin to remove Stalin’s rival. 

In a similar way, one may think, that the FBI allowed Oswald to kill Kennedy. If you concentrate your 

investigation on Oswald — as the Warren Commission did — you can find no evidence of plot. This is a “clean 

assassination.” The CNN documentary dedicated to the 50th anniversary of Kennedy’s assassination mentions that not long 

 

    281 The story about Furtseva’s emissary is not a red herring. I actually read about it in one of the serious non-

fiction books on espionage, which the reader can find in the Law section of the References (I just do not remember 

now which book was that).  

    282 See: Law: Nolan (2013). 

    283 Law: Nolan (2013), p. 114. 

    284 See also: Law: Melanson (1990), p. 86. 

    285 See also: Law: Fensterwald (1977), p. 218-219. 

    286 Law: Nolan (2013), p.120. 

    287 Ibid. 

    288 See also: Law: Melanson (1990), p. 34. 

    289 See also: Ibid., p. 37. 

    290 See also: Law: Mellen (2005), p. 132. 

    291 See also: Law: Livingstone (1998), p. 251. 

    292 Law: Nolan (2013), p. 120; see also: Newman (1995). 

    293 Ibid., p. 89. 
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before the assassination Oswald entered the Cuban embassy in Mexico City and declared his intention to kill Kennedy. 

CNN asks an important question: who else knew (as they know now) of Oswald’s plans? 

It would be natural to think that the FBI might have had wiretaps of Oswald after his return from the Soviet Union 

and the CIA might have had wiretaps or other sources in the Cuban embassy in Mexico City. When some historians and 

politicians say now that they find it suspicious that the FBI and CIA wiretaps of Oswald disappeared, I say that the most 

probable motive of these organizations was not the caution to not inflame passions during the Cold War (though that may 

be a plausible explanation), but rather a desire not to make public the work of their double-agent. The picture of Oswald 

that emerges now from most of the research confirms that he was indeed somewhat of a loner who might have had his 

personal or psychological motives to assassinate Kennedy. 

It is less known that in addition to the Warren Commission, after the Watergate, the matter was looked into by 

the Church Commission (the United States Senate Select Committee to Study Governmental Operations with Respect 

to Intelligence Activities, a U.S. Senate committee chaired by Senator Frank Church) and by United States House 

Select Committee on Assassinations (HSCA). 

The Church Committee report hinted that there was a possibility that senior officials in both the FBI and CIA 

made conscious decisions not to disclose potentially important information.294 

The HSCA investigated until 1978, and in 1979 issued its final report, concluding that President Kennedy 

was probably assassinated as a result of a conspiracy. The HSCA listed several organizations that it did not think were 

involved, including the governments of the Soviet Union and Cuba, organized crime groups and anti-Castro groups, 

but noted that it could not rule out the involvement of any individuals of these groups. 

The HSCA made several accusations of deficiency against the Secret Service, the Department of Justice, the 

FBI, the CIA and the Warren Commission. The accusations encompassed organizational failures, miscommunication, 

and a desire to keep certain parts of their operations secret. Furthermore, the Warren Commission expected these 

agencies to be forthcoming with any information that would aid their investigation. But the FBI and CIA only saw it 

as their duty to respond to specific requests for information from the commission. The HSCA found the FBI and CIA 

were deficient in performing even that limited role.295 

The CIA’s handling of information about Lee Harvey Oswald, the accused assassin of President John F. Kennedy, 

is a story shrouded in deception and perjury, theories and disinformation, lies and legends. But at least one aspect of the 

story cannot be disputed: the CIA Counterintelligence Chief James Angleton controlled the CIA’s file on Oswald for four 

years — from his defection in October 1959 until his death in November 1963. Angleton would conceal this fact for the 

rest of his life. He hid it from the Warren Commission, and he obfuscated about it with congressional investigators in the 

1970s.296 

We may never know for sure if the plot existed. But the most probable way for the plot to unfold if it existed was 

for the U.S. intelligence agencies to allow Oswald to proceed with his assassination. 
Bottom line, if I am forced to take seriously a 20 percent probability that there was a conspiracy in the 

assassination of President Kennedy, I tend to think that such conspiracy was led by American hard-liners. 

 

Нужно сказать, что ваша позиция о том, кто могут быть подозреваемые сообщники Освальда, зависит от 

ваших политических симпатий в США. Правые комментаторы и историки подчеркивают тот факт, что Освальд 

был бывшим коммунистом, который сбежал в Советский Союз и провел несколько лет там. Левые комментаторы, 

такие как Оливер Стоун, более расположены думать, что это была работа ЦРУ. В этом смысле замечания Керри 

демонстрируют его ментальность воина холодной войны. 

Я должен сказать, что я думаю, что Комиссия Уоррена была права, и наиболее вероятно Освальд был 

одиночкой. 80 процентов историков думают, что он был одиночкой. Но если меня заставят выбирать между 

правыми и левыми историками, которые думают, что был заговор, мои политические инстинкты заключаются в 

том, что, если заговор был, он был внутренним американским заговором. Стоит напомнить, что Джон Кеннеди 

дважды — во время Бэй-оф-Пигс и во время Кубинского кризиса — противостоял сторонникам твердой линии в 

правительстве и не вторгся на Кубу. После Кубинского кризиса 1962-го года его отношения с Хрущевым были 

лучше, чем когда-либо. Он заработал ненависть американских сторонников твердой линии. Аналогичным 

образом Хрущев заработал ненависть своих сторонников твердой линии, которые хотели войны в 1962-м году. В 

конечном итоге Кеннеди был убит и, год спустя, Хрущев был устранен от власти. В момент покушения Советский 

Союз не имел мотивов убивать Кеннеди. Джон Ф. Кеннеди был очень популярен в СССР. Член советского 

 

    294 Reference: Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_Committee 

    295 Reference: Wikipedia, 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_House_Select_Committee_on_Assassinations. 

    296 Law: Morley (2017), p. 87. 
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Политбюро, Екатерина Фурцева пошла так далеко, что послала своего собственного эмиссара в форме 

перебежчика для того, чтобы передать послание правительству США, что Советский Союз не был вовлечен в 

покушение.297 

С другой стороны, есть некоторая информация, что после своего возвращения из Советского Союза 

Освальд работал на ЦРУ и — что является наиболее компрометирующим — был вовлечен в кубинскую 

антикоммунистическую мафию в Соединенных Штатах. Без сомнения, последние имели мотивы для заговора 

против Кеннеди.298 

 Весной 1963-го года Ли Харви «отправился в Новый Орлеан, где он встретился со значительным числом 

антикастровских кубинских лидеров, представляя себя прокастровским активистом».299 Ли начал работать в 

Новом Орлеане «9 мая 1963-го года в качестве автомеханика в офисе кафе, расположенного в деловом районе 

города, недалеко от своей квартиры, Уильям Б. Рейли Компани.300 Рейли был убежденным правым и 

«поддерживал финансово» Комитет за свободу Кубы, который был частью секретно поддерживаемой ЦРУ 

организации, антикастровского Кубинского революционного совета (CRC). CRC было связано как с кубинской 

эмиграцией, так и с мафией.301 И только за углом от бизнеса Рейли, на Кэмп Стрит 544, был офис друга Ли Дэвида 

Ферри, чья работа заключалась в том, чтобы летать с рейдами коммандос над Кубой в помощь поддерживаемых 

ЦРУ антикастровских кубинских организаций. Ферри работал на Гая Банистера».302 Банистер «был бывшим 

морским офицером разведки и бывшим главой чикагского бюро ФБР. В тот момент он жил в Новом Орлеане и, 

как говорят, снабжал оружием поддерживаемые ЦРУ антикастровские кубинские организации. Его прикрытием 

было Гай Банистер Ассошиэйтс, частное сыскное агентство. Он был членом общества Джона Берча, Минитменом 

и основателем Антикоммунистической лиги Карибских островов».303 «Его секретарь, Делфин Робертс, сообщал, 

что он на регулярной основе работал с антикастровскими активистами и получал средства от ЦРУ304. В 

соответствии с меморандумом ЦРУ 1967-го года, обнародованным по Закону о свободе доступа к информации, в 

это время в Новом Орлеане было 26 работников ЦРУ, выполнявших различные задачи, включая просмотр 

почты.305 Одним из работников ЦРУ был Клэй Шоу, также известный под именем Клэй Бертранд, местный 

бизнесмен, который управлял Интернэшнл Трэйд Мартом. Шоу служил в армии как офицер военной разведки во 

время Второй мировой войны и после нее вошел Отдел внутренних операций ЦРУ.306 В соответствии с данными 

агента ЦРУ Виктора Марчетти, Шоу, вместе с Дэвидом Ферри, Е. Ховардом Хантом и другими помогал в 

планировании ЦРУ вторжения Бэй-оф-Пигс.307»308 «ЦРУ планировало «материально-технические игры» в своих 

программах MKULTRA в течение более чем десяти лет, таким образом привнося глубокие знания, навыки и 

требуемые ресурсы. Превращение Освальда в запрограммированного козла отпущения, может быть, и было 

сложной операцией, но такой, в каких ЦРУ было непревзойдённо».309 

 Воображение советских людей в течение долгого времени захватывало покушение на Сергея Кирова в 

1934-м году. Киров был вторым человеком после Сталина и некоторые люди в Центральном Комитете хотели, 

чтобы он заменил Сталина. Одна из наиболее убедительных теорий (хотя и одна из многих) заключается в том, 

что НКВД позволило убийце убрать соперника Сталина. 

Аналогичным образом, можно думать, ФБР позволило Освальду убить Кеннеди. Если вы 

концентрируете ваше расследование на Освальде — как это сделала Комиссия Уоррена — вы не найдете 

свидетельств заговора. Это «чистое покушение». Документальный фильм Си-Эн-Эн, посвященный 50-й 

годовщине покушения на Кеннеди, упоминает, что незадолго до покушения Освальд вошел в посольство Кубы в 

 

    297 The story about Furtseva’s emissary is not a red herring. I actually read about it in one of the serious non-

fiction books on espionage, which the reader can find in the Law section of the References (I just do not remember 

now which book was that).  

    298 See: Law: Nolan (2013). 

    299 Law: Nolan (2013), p. 114. 

    300 See also: Law: Melanson (1990), p. 86. 

    301 See also: Law: Fensterwald (1977), p. 218-219. 

    302 Law: Nolan (2013), p.120. 

    303 Ibid. 

    304 See also: Law: Melanson (1990), p. 34. 

    305 See also: Ibid., p. 37. 

    306 See also: Law: Mellen (2005), p. 132. 

    307 See also: Law: Livingstone (1998), p. 251. 

    308 Law: Nolan (2013), p. 120; see also: Newman (1995). 

    309 Ibid., p. 89. 
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Мексико-Сити и заявил о своем намерении убить Кеннеди. Си-Эн-Эн задает важный вопрос: кто еще знал (как 

они знают сейчас) о планах Освальда? 

Было бы естественным думать, что ФБР могло иметь записи подслушиваний Освальда после его 

возвращения из Советского Союза, и ЦРУ могло иметь записи подслушивания и другие источники из посольства 

Кубы в Мексико-Сити. Когда некоторые историки говорят, что они находят подозрительным, что записи 

подслушиваний Освальда ФБР и ЦРУ пропали, я говорю, что наиболее вероятным мотивом этих организаций 

была не осторожность не воспламенять страстей во время холодной войны (хотя это возможное объяснение), а 

скорее желание предавать огласке работу своего двойного агента. Картина Освальда, которая сейчас 

вырисовывается из большинства исследований, эта таковая, которая подтверждает, что он и в самом деле был 

своего рода одиночкой, который мог иметь свои личные или психологические причины убивать Кеннеди. 

Менее известно, что кроме Комиссии Уоррена после Уотергейта вопрос был исследован Комиссией 

Черча (Выборочный Комитет Сената по Изучению Правительственных Операций в Отношении Разведки, 

комитет сената США во главе с сенатором Фрэнком Черчем ) и Выборочным Комитетом Палаты 

Представителей по Покушениям (HSCA). 

Отчет Комитета Черча намекал, что существовала возможность, что видные официальные 

представители как в ФБР, так и ЦРУ сделали сознательное решение не разглашать потенциально важной 

информации.310 

HSCA работало до 1978-го года, и в 1979-м году опубликовало свой окончательный отчет, 

приходящий к выводу, что президент Кеннеди был вероятно убит в результате заговора. HSCA привело 

список нескольких организаций, которых оно не считало вовлеченными, включая правительства Советского 

Союза и Кубы, организованную преступность и антикастровские группы, но отметило, что не может 

исключить вовлеченности отдельных индивидуумов из этих групп. 

HSCA сделало несколько обвинений в недостатках против Секретной службы, департамента 

юстиции, ФБР, ЦРУ и Комиссии Уоррена. Эти обвинения включают организационные недостатки, нехватку 

коммуникаций и желание сохранить в секрете определенные части своей деятельности. Более того, Комиссия 

Уоррена ожидал, что эти агентства сами предоставят любую информацию, которая помогла бы его 

расследованию. Но ФБР и ЦРУ считали своей обязанностью отвечать только на конкретные запросы об 

информации со стороны комиссии. HSCA нашло, что ФБР и ЦРУ не справлялись даже с этой ограниченной 

ролью.311 

То, как ЦРУ обращалось с информацией о Ли Харви Освальде, обвиняемом в убийстве президента Джона 

Ф. Кеннеди, представляет собой историю, погруженную в попытки скрытия фактов и дачу ложных показаний, 

разные теории заговоров и дезинформацию, ложь и легенды. Но, по крайней мере, один аспект этой истории 

бесспорен: Глава контрразведки ЦРУ Джеймс Англтон контролировал досье ЦРУ на Освальда в течение четырех 

лет — от его перебежки на сторону Советского Союза в октябре 1959-го года до его смерти в ноябре 1963-го года. 

Англтон скрывал этот факт всю свою жизнь. Он скрыл его от Комиссии Уоррена, и он водил за нос о ней конгресс 

при расследованиях 1970-х годов.312 

Мы, может быть, никогда не узнаем наверняка, был ли заговор. Но наиболее вероятно заговор мог 

осуществиться, если он существовал, при условии, что разведывательные агентства США позволили Освальду 

произвести покушение. 
В конечном итоге, если меня заставят принять всерьез 20 процентов вероятности, что был заговор в 

покушении на президента Кеннеди, я склонен буду думать, что такой заговор был осуществлен американскими 

сторонниками твердой линии. [PX=10] 
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"I have just listened to an excellent presentation by Malcolm Gladwell on Book TV about his new book David and 

Goliath313.” 
[PX=10] 
PERIOD: November 09, 2013. 
FRQ: Once. 
EMOTION: Excitement. 

 

    310 Reference: Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_Committee 

    311 Reference: Wikipedia, 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_House_Select_Committee_on_Assassinations. 

    312 Law: Morley (2017), p. 87. 

    313 Philosophy: Gladwell (2013). 
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CONTEXT: Among other things, Gladwell pointed out that people would not agree with the existing order of things 

if they perceive it as not legitimate. They would rebel against a situation or system, which they perceive as unfair, even 

if doing so contradicts their direct material interests. Thus, American intervention in Iraq and Afghanistan and 

the drone attacks aimed at Pakistan, having been perceived by the local populations as illegitimate, are bound to have 

negative consequences for America for generations, long after we leave these places. 
I have to note that America and Israel rely on brute force too foolhardy; they forget about the legitimacy of 

their behavior. As Gladwell would say, people want justice and respect for themselves as human beings and are 

propelled into action by the feeling that God is on their side. [PX=10] 
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"It is very interesting to listen to lectures of Dmitry Bykov about Russian literature. However, beautiful formulas, 

which Bykov likes, are not necessarily closest to truth.” 
[PX=10] 
PERIOD: December 14, 2013. 
FRQ: Once. 
EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: Dmitry Bykov (born in 1967) is a talented Russian writer, poet and journalist. He is also known as a 

biographer of Boris Pasternak, Bulat Okudzhava and Maxim Gorky.314 

His brilliant lectures about Russian literature, called “Open Lesson,” are transmitted on the Russian TV 

channel RTVi. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-H: The lecture today was about Gorky. My main objection was not to what Bykov said about 

Gorky, but Bykov’s general philosophy of human being. He said that humans do not change, and their nature is 

determined at birth. I would like to point out that there is a genesis in every human’s character. A person is not equal 

to himself at different stages of his development: a child is different from teenager, different from a young person, 

different from himself in the mid-age and from the old age. All these stages correspond to even physiological changes 

in organism, including the brain. If Bykov meant that “human nature does not change”, that is a different story. 

Also, in the history of theology, for example, the question of whether someone’s destiny is predetermined at 

birth is a subject of substantial disagreements among different religions, even among different branches of Christianity. 

Thus, John Calvin interpreted biblical predestination to mean that God willed eternal damnation for some people and 

salvation for others. This is very much a philosophical question, which has to do with the interpretation of causality 

and determinism. In a predestined universe the future is immutable and only God's ordained set of events can possibly 

occur; in a non-predestined universe, the future is mutable. In Chinese Buddhism, predestination is a translation of 

Yuan fen, which does not necessarily imply the existence or involvement of a deity. Predestination in this sense takes 

on a very literal meaning: pre- (before) and destiny, in a straightforward way indicating that some events seem bound 

to happen. The term, however, is often used to describe relationships instead of all events in general. Finally, 

antithetical to determinism of any kind are theories of the cosmos that assert that any outcome is ultimately 

unpredictable. The ludibrium of luck, chance, or chaos theory have determinist implications, as a logical consequence 

of the idea of predictability. But predestination usually refers to a specifically religious type of determinism, especially 

as found in various monotheistic systems where omniscience is attributed to God, including Christianity and Islam.315 

An argument can be made that chance plays a big role in life of every human being. I like to compare the 

difference between (pre)deterministic philosophy with probabilistic to a difference between chess and backgammon. 

In chess everything depends on your moves and the moves of your opponent; it is a deterministic game. In 

backgammon you play not only with your opponent but also with a third partner, chance. In this ancient game the 

model of life as depending on chance is in some sense more realistic than in chess. 

Methodologically human “trajectory,” with all its many dimensions, cannot be described deterministically. 

Like with sub-atomic particles, at best we can talk about some “probabilistic cloud.” There is always uncertainty about 

that “trajectory,” which with regards to conscious behavior we call “freedom of will.” All societies de-facto recognize 

the existence of such freedom of will by making certain behavior punishable. 

In many theologies the doctrine of predestination leads to the question: Since the initiative of our salvation 

belongs to God, does He predestine who will go to heaven (the Elect) and who will go to hell (the Reprobate)?316 

 

    314 Reference: Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dmitry_Bykov; see also: Literature: Bykov (2006)(1) and 

(2), (2007), (2008), and (2009)(1) and (2). 

    315 Reference: Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Predestination. 

    316 Ibid. 
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In Christian theology, conditional election (“soft predestination”) is the belief that God chooses, for eternal 

salvation, those whom He foresees will have faith in Christ. This belief emphasizes the importance of a person's free 

will. The counterview is known as unconditional election (“hard predestination”) and is the belief that God chooses 

whomever He will, based solely on His purposes and apart from an individual's free will. Similar problem is 

formulated in Judaism. Broadly speaking, it is the question of whether someone’s good behavior (“good character”) 

is sufficient for attaining salvation or whether salvation is “hard predestined”. 

Christians can choose from a number of predestination views, among which are: Thomism (after Thomas 

Aquinas) and Molinism (after Luis de Molina) in Catholic Church, Calvinism (after John Calvin), Lutheran Church 

(after Martin Luther), and Eastern Orthodox Church.  Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274) was philosopher, theologian, 

Doctor of the Church and patron of Catholic universities, colleges and schools.  Luis de Molina (1535-1600) was 

Jesuit theologian.  John Calvin (1509 –1564) was an influential French theologian and pastor during the Protestant 

Reformation, who was a principal figure in the development of the system of Christian theology later called Calvinism. 

Martin Luther (1483 –1546) was a German monk, Catholic priest, professor of theology and seminal figure of a reform 

movement in 16th century Christianity, subsequently known as the Protestant Reformation. Thomists and Calvinisits 

(and some Molisnists) teach Unconditional Election (“hard predestination”) while Molinism believe in the Conditional 

Election (“soft predestination”). Lutherans believe that the elect are predestined to salvation. Lutherans believe 

Christians should be assured that they are among the predestined. However, they disagree with those who make 

predestination the source of salvation rather than Christ's suffering, death, and resurrection. Unlike some Calvinists, 

Lutherans do not believe in a predestination to damnation. Instead, Lutherans teach eternal damnation is a result of 

the unbeliever's sins, rejection of the forgiveness of sins, and unbelief. In Eastern Orthodoxy usually this resolves as 

follows: God foresees how a man will freely act and makes dispositions accordingly. Divine determination depends 

on the life of a man, and not his life upon the determination.317 

In the majority Islam perspective, people do acknowledge that they are free, since they do not see anybody 

or anything forcing them to do whatever they chose to do. This, however, does not contradict with the belief that 

everything they do, including the choices they make, are predestined and predetermined by Allah. Consequently, 

people are already predestined to either heaven or hell at birth, as Sunnis believe; however, they will have no argument 

on the day of judgment since they never knew in advance what their fate would be, and they do acknowledge that they 

have choice; which is what moral responsibility comes with.318 

In Judaism, some Jews believe that all of a person's actions are pre-determined by the moment of their birth, 

and thus their judgment in the eyes of God (so to speak) is effectively pre-ordained. Many other Jews (Orthodox, 

Conservative, Reform and secular) affirm that since free-will exists, then, by definition, one's fate is not preordained. 

It is held as a tenet of faith that whether God is omniscient or not, nothing interferes with mankind's free will.319 

In the modern era it is widely accepted that people are supposed to be judged by their character, not by some 

“hard predestination”. Martin Luther King in his most famous speech talked about the need for all the people to be 

judged “by the content of their character.” John Paul II also believed in Conditional Election (“soft predestination”). 

It is considered especially offensive to talk about “hard predestination” because of someone’s religious affiliation, 

either traditional or chosen. Frankly, “hard predestination” as a religiously colored term (and the one to which Bykov 

casually hinted his allegiance) looks like a form of highly intellectual religious racism. 

Bykov also made philosophical comparisons of Gorky to Leo Tolstoy. Bykov says he likes Tolstoy; I like 

him too, but my interpretation of some key elements of Tolstoy’s thinking is different. Bykov says that Tolstoy’s 

philosophy is very much that of the Old Testament. You can interpret the panoramic picture of life in the War and 

Peace as akin to the spirit of the Old Testament. But, as a minimum, I would like to point out that Tolstoy views are 

not something immutable. Tolstoy had lived a long life and his outlook had significantly evolved during the years. 

And, for sure, the philosophical outlook of the later Tolstoy is decidedly that of the New Testament. [PX=10] 

 

1132 

"This year he made two new revolutionary releases of our system: with 35-character accounts and 18-digit accounting 

sequence. 35-character accounts will accommodate the longest bank’s accounts in the world. He is in his top form as a 

programmer now." 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: 2013. 

FRQ: Once. 

 

    317 Ibid. 

    318 Ibid. 

    319 Ibid. 
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EMOTION: Seriously. 

CONTEXT: From a conversation at work. [PX=10] 
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"In 2013, our children were on 7 business trips abroad and were on one vacation trip abroad; my wife and I were on one 

vacation trip abroad." 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: 2013. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Seriously. 

CONTEXT: 

DURING OUR DAUGHTER J.A.A. HAD WORKED IN 

April 01-28, 2013 Cali, Colombia 

May 26-June 01, 2013 Cali, Colombia 

June 09-July 08, 2013 Madrid, Spain 

 

DURING OUR DAUGHTER J.L.A. HAD WORKED IN 

January 14-March 09, 2013 Madrid, Spain 

April 28-June 16, 2013 Cali, Colombia 

July 10-August 22, 2013 Cali, Colombia 

October 07-26, 2013 Cali, Colombia 

 

DURING OUR DAUGHTER J.L.A HAD A VACATION IN 

August 22-September 12, 2013 Tulum, Mexico 

 

DURING MY WIFE AND I HAD A VACATION IN 

September 14-October 06, 2013 Madrid — Segovia — Avila — Salamanca, Spain — 

Fatima — Lisbon, Portugal — Seville — Algeciras, Spain 

— Tangier, Morocco — Costa del Sol, Spain — Gibraltar 

— Costa del Sol — Granada — Toledo — Madrid — 

Barcelona, Spain 

[PX=10] 
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“— Senators are outraged by CIA spying on the very same intelligence committee, which is supposed to oversee 

the CIA. Angry John McCain called it the stuff from the movies. Only in May the Director of the CIA said allegations 

of such spying could not be further from the truth. 

— When it is spying over human rights groups, journalists, and foreign leaders, they thought it was OK. Only 

when it touched them, they were outraged. 

— Yes, of course.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: August 01, 2014. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm observation. 

CONTEXT: In conversations with my wife. 

METACONTEXT-A: A report by the agency's inspector general also found that C.I.A. officers read the emails of the 

Senate investigators and sent a criminal referral to the Justice Department based on false information.320 [PX=10] 
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“— There is new evidence of the fast-growing American surveillance state in the news.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: August 05, 2014. 

FRQ: Once. 

 

    320 Law: The New York Times (August 1, 2014). 
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EMOTION: Calm observation. 

CONTEXT: In conversations with my wife. 

METACONTEXT-A: The Intercept reported that nearly half of the people on the U.S. government’s widely shared 

database of terrorist suspects are not connected to any known terrorist group. “Of the 680,000 people caught up in the 

government’s Terrorist Screening Database — a watchlist of “known or suspected terrorists” that is shared with local 

law enforcement agencies, private contractors, and foreign governments — more than 40 percent are described by the 

government as having “no recognized terrorist group affiliation.” That category — 280,000 people — dwarfs the 

number of watch-listed people suspected of ties to al Qaeda, Hamas, and Hezbollah combined.”321 [PX=10] 
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“— The fighters of the Islamic State322 are extraordinarily cruel. What they are doing is fantastic barbarism. 

— Over the years I have started to look at such cruelty by Islamic militants more from Freud’s point of view. 

These militants very often are reacting to what can be called ‘moral decline of the West.’ 

— But many of them have come from the West where they could have sex. 

— They end up negating Western sexual freedoms. According to Freud that often leads to neuroses and sadism. 

They negate immorality, but human nature plays a bad joke with them and they become just a part of medieval 

barbarism.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: August 15, 2014. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm observation. 

CONTEXT: In conversations with my friend. 

METACONTEXT-P: The question of why people join Islamic militants is very complex and I am not in business of 

giving an oversimplified explanation to that. I am mostly interested here on why Islamic State fighters are so 

extraordinarily cruel and what classic psychoanalysis can say about that. 

A thing that people usually notice with regard to Islam is the comparatively high incidence of violence in the 

people of that religion. General psychoanalysis starts from the observation that Muslim countries have a higher 

percentage of young people in their populations. When combined with the stricter observance of restrictions on 

premarital and extramarital sex than in other religions that leads to young people not having a direct outlet for their 

sexual energy channeling that sexual energy into violence. You may argue that this is the price being paid for the more 

sincere adherence on sexual taboos, which are otherwise common with mainstream Christianity and Judaism. But that 

the way it is and most observers usually agree on that point.  

The question about the reasons for the extraordinary brutality of the Islamic State is little bit trickier. As my 

friend tried to point out, many of the fighters for the Islamic State have been brought up in the West, where they had 

potentially very broad sexual freedom and opportunity to find outlets for their sexual energy. I would attempt to give 

to this the following psychoanalytical explanation. Many Islamic militants perhaps come to associate their infantile 

perversions with sexual freedoms of the West and explicit sexuality of Western culture such as availability of 

pornography and sexually suggestive dress code of women. In their attempts to overcome infantile perversions they 

must have often become victims of neuroses. Compare these citations from Freud: 

Psycho-analytic teaching “shows that it is by no means only at the cost of the so-called normal sexual instinct 

that these symptoms originate — at any rate such is not exclusively or mainly the case; they also give expression (by 

conversion) to instincts which would be described as perverse in the widest sense of the word.”323 “Thus symptoms 

are formed in part at the cost of abnormal sexuality; neuroses are, so to say, the negative of perversions.”324 “An 

especially prominent part is played as factors in the formation of symptoms in psychoneuroses by the component 

instincts, which emerge for the most part as pairs of opposites and which we have met with as introducing new sexual 

aims — the scopophilic instinct and exhibitionism and the active and passive forms of the instinct for cruelty.”325 So 

here Freud points directly to the origin of sadism in neuroses, which in turn can be traced to infantile perversions. 

[PX=10] 

 

1137 

 

    321 Law: The Intercept (August 5, 2014). 

    322 IS, also known as ISIS, Islamic State of Iraq and Syria, or ISIL, Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant. 

    323 Psychology: Freud (1962-1975), v. VII, p. 165. 

    324 Ibid. 

    325 Ibid., p. 166. 
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"— I have listened to a discussion on C-SPAN2 about the new book by the lawyer who wrote the famous memo 

justifying torture for the Bush administration326. Now he argues that international law and the United Nations as they 

have existed since the Second World War are an obstacle for the use of war by the United States and, for the best 

interests of the world, should be ignored. 

— A very useful person. 

— A wide variety of views for and against have been expressed during this discussion. I was struck by the fact 

that they discussed many different rational theories of the lawful use of warfare, but a view of war as an irrational 

endeavor was completely missing. They did not discuss the subconscious motives of political leaders or mass 

psychology that are based on the will for power and on the desire for world domination. 

— It is too deep for them. 

— There was completely absent any psychological theory or psychological self-reflection. Their moral sense 

was infantile, like in comics: the great super-hero United States versus simply evil countries like Russia and China. 

For them the U.S. is an exceptional country, not like any other empire in history. And as you have very precisely 

defined the author, he is a much ‘needed’ man who has a unique talent to feel what is required from the point of view 

of the state at the moment and to justify that even in violation of commonly accepted judicial and moral norms.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: September 06, 2014. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm for the circumstances. 

CONTEXT: A discussion with my wife. [PX=10] 
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"The West is engaged in a propaganda war over Ukraine and openly admits it.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: October 2, 2014. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Denunciation. 

CONTEXT: In conversation with my wife. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: There are two narratives about the Ukrainian crisis. The Western one is that Russia violated 

international law in Ukraine. It makes certain sense. And there is the Russian one that the whole crisis was predicated 

by NATO’s expansion to the East. It also has some truth. If we want to find an exit from the current crisis, we have to 

start from the admission that our governments’ positions are only half the truth. That admission can come only as a 

result of a search for objectivity. 

Yet, instead of attempts to be objective, the coverage of the Ukrainian crisis in mainstream Western media 

(CNN, BBC, and Euronews) is full of deliberate distortions. In the beginning of the Second World War Churchill said: 

“We cannot win honestly, we have to play dirty,” and MI6 started operations on directing dirty propaganda327. I see a 

lot of parallels with the current situation. Forgotten are all the high journalistic standards taught in the best Western 

universities. (It can be answered to this that everybody is playing dirty and has always played dirty. Yet, if there have 

been precedents of playing dirty, that does not mean it is always justifiable to do so. And the degree to which 

governments lose their decency is important. Is the current Russian challenge so serious to demonize Russia as if it 

were Nazi Germany? It seems the Western demonization of Russia is out of proportion with the reality of the threat 

that country now, after the end of Communism in the Eastern Europe and the dissolution of the Soviet Union, presents. 

We have not seen such ferocity of Western propaganda even during the Cold War. It is just a convenient way for 

Western governments to rule their countries and suppress Russian competition.) 

 The irony of the current situation in Ukraine is that it is the nationalists speaking on behalf of the former 

minority of the Soviet Union who are now doing exactly what they used to complain about. In the Soviet Union they 

complained about Russification of Ukrainians; now they are trying to deny the cultural rights of a Russian-speaking 

minority and to Ukrainianize them. 

 "Russian aggression" is the Western media’s theme of the day. The idea is that Russia presents a huge and 

growing threat to world peace and stability. It is intended to soften us up for a war that could wipe out life on Earth. 

Russian bombers are threatening the “English” Channel (albeit strictly from international airspace). Russia is an 

expansionist power attacking sovereign nations, Ukraine in particular. And watch it — we are next! Not a single 

moderating voice is included in a typical discussion about Russia. No one to ask if alliance aircraft ever fly close to 

 

    326 John Yoo; see: Law: Yoo (2014). 

    327 The TV program about MI6 on WGBH Boston on Sunday, August 30, 2015. 
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Russia's borders (they do). No one to point out that the real Ukrainian narrative is not that of Russia's “annexation” of 

Crimea - but of NATO's U.S.-led annexation of Ukraine itself. There is usually no one to discuss NATO's plan to 

expand right up to Russia's boundary with Ukraine, to string its missile launchers along the frontier, and to seize the 

Sebastopol naval base, home to Russia's Black Sea fleet, and hand it over to the U.S. Navy. Aside: how would the 

U.S. react if Russia tried that trick in Mexico and Guantanamo, Cuba? 

 While CNN, BBC, and Euronews are prepared to speak of more than a million refugees from fighting in the 

Eastern provinces, there is no mention that those refugees have overwhelmingly fled to safety in Russia — a peculiar 

choice of destination if Russia is indeed the aggressor in the conflict.328 

The West now prefers a lawyer’s talk saying that annexation of Crimea was unlawful. Let us explore this 

chatter. The Law “About Leaving the Soviet Union” which was adopted on 03 April 1990 said that leaving the Union 

could be triggered by a referendum in which two thirds of the population of a Union Republic voted for secession. 

The corresponding Ukrainian referendum occurred on 01 December 1991 and achieved the necessary two thirds. The 

Belovezhsky declaration by the leaders of Russia, Ukraine, and Belarus about the dissolution of the U.S.S.R. followed 

on 06 December 1991. But the Law “About Leaving the Soviet Union” also stipulated that any Autonomous Republics 

on the territory of a Union Republic should have a separate referendum and might decide otherwise. That referendum 

on the territory of Crimean Autonomous Republic was not held, in violation of the law. And, contrary to what certain 

Ukrainian websites say on the subject, that Autonomous Republic existed at the time of the referendum on 01 

December 1991. When such referendum was finally held in 2014, it showed that the overwhelming majority 

of the Crimean population wanted to leave Ukraine and join Russia. In that sense, the problems with Ukraine which 

Russia now has are, according to one former senior government official of the U.S.S.R., the results of the “mindless, 

adventurous dissolution of the Union” which was made in violation of legal norms. 

Behind all the arguments of international lawyers and claims about violation of international law by Russia 

there is one simple fact of life: Russia gave the right for self-determination to Ukrainians, but current Ukrainian 

government does not want to give that right to people in Ukraine who identify themselves as Russians. It was the good 

will of Russian people that let Ukrainians to be independent. It is just a tragedy that Ukrainian nationalists do not 

respond in kind towards the Russian-leaning minority in Ukraine, but instead commit war crimes against them. (When 

I mentioned war crimes of the Ukrainian government to one of my good friends, she said that I was under the influence 

of Russian propaganda. Those, who think that war crimes of the Ukrainian side are Russian propaganda, I would like 

to refer to the Internet articles of Human Rights Watch.329) 

 One of the crucial obstacles to peace in Ukraine is the ideological attitude prevailing in Kiev now. The crisis 

would have been resolved through political dialogue long time ago if the Ukrainian nationalist parties considered the 

population of eastern Ukraine as worthy human beings — unfortunately, they do not.  That is behind the 

bombardments of Donetsk and Lugansk and the whole military tactic of the Ukrainian army that consciously goes for 

the methodical killing of people of these regions, including women, children, and elderly. At the core of such an 

ideological attitude — a view of the world from the point of view of national and ethnic “purity”, which translates 

into hatred of “others”, hatred of humankind. After that, it is not difficult to see that there is certain truth in the words 

of the people of eastern Ukraine when they call Ukrainian nationalists, who are now in power in Kiev, “Nazis.” 

 It is sometimes argued that the parallel between Crimea and Kosovo is a false one because the right for self-

determination is not absolute in international law. (One American journalist accredited in Moscow repeatedly makes 

this point on Russian political talk shows. He must be very familiar to Russian audiences by his commentaries on a 

variety of issues. I saw him making his remarks that “the right for self-determination is not absolute” on several 

government TV programs as well as on the dissident channel of “Echo of Moscow”.) 

 It is further stated that usually the precondition for self-determination is the agreement to it by both a 

separatist area and a central government and the court in Hague said that Kosovo is an exception and the reason it is 

an exception is because the central (Serbian) government committed war crimes in Kosovo. In equal measure, we 

should recognize that the central Ukrainian government committed enough war crimes in Eastern Ukraine and that, 

therefore, Donetsk and Lugansk should have the right for self-determination regardless of the opinion of the central 

government. 

 But we should analyze the argument that “the right for self-determination is not absolute” a little bit more. In 

 

    328 Law: 

http://www.theecologist.org/blogs_and_comments/commentators/2735139/russian_aggression_and_the_bbcs_drum

s_of_nuclear_war.html 

    329 http://www.hrw.org/news/2014/07/24/ukraine-unguided-rockets-killing-civilians; 

http://www.hrw.org/news/2014/07/05/day-luhansk-war-s-crimes-horrors-and-uncertainties; 

http://www.hrw.org/eurocentral-asia/Ukraine. 

http://www.hrw.org/news/2014/07/24/ukraine-unguided-rockets-killing-civilians
http://www.hrw.org/news/2014/07/05/day-luhansk-war-s-crimes-horrors-and-uncertainties
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law (domestic or international) there are no absolute principles in general. Law is always about balancing contradicting 

principles. What is at question here is not somebody’s legal absolutism, but the West’s insistence that it knows better 

than any other interested party how to draw this balance in international law. When it suits the Western governments, 

they declare themselves champions of self-determination, when it does not, they say that self-determination is a 

violation of international law. Crimea and Kosovo cases are remarkably similar (if anything, the declaration of 

independence by Kosovo had been preceded by a brutal bombardment of Serbia by NATO, while the referendum in 

Crimea was achieved without spilling any blood). To proclaim that Kosovo was not a precedent for Crimea is either 

an amazing lack of logic, or spectacular cynicism. When Western leaders need it, they hail one standard as a triumph 

of international law, when they need, they declare the same standard as a violation of international law. 

Western TV channels, mainstream and non-mainstream, practically never show images of death and 

destruction caused by the Ukrainian government army in Eastern Ukraine, even though this footage is easily available 

from Russian TV channels. If you do not have correspondents in the Eastern Ukraine, OK — show Russian footage 

with your own commentary. But they do not do this because the images are too powerful and do not fit the Western 

governments’ version of events where Russian-speaking rebels are supposed to be “bad guys” and Ukrainian army — 

“good guys”. It is now common in the West to give the example of Russian propaganda as the justification for Western 

propaganda. Since when does the West take Russia as an example? Western media supposedly operates under the 

conditions of the best freedom of speech in the world. Yet, the impression one gets from comparing Western and 

Russian news is that Western media is not free. (At least no more free than Russian media.) 

Objective truth can only be achieved dialectically, through the discussion of different views on the subject. 

That is why people have learned about the necessity of dissent. Yet almost no room is given to the dissenting voices 

about the conflict in Ukraine. In the United States, for example, there exist very clever observers of Russia, like Henry 

Kissinger and Stephen Cohen, who dare to differ with the official point of view on Ukraine. 

In particular, Henry Kissinger writes330: 

“The western part [of Ukraine] was incorporated into the Soviet Union in 1939, when Stalin and Hitler 

divided up the spoils. Crimea, 60 percent of whose population is Russian, became part of Ukraine only in 1954, when 

Nikita Khrushchev awarded it as part of the 300th-year celebration of a Russian agreement with the Cossacks.” 

“To treat Ukraine as part of an East-West confrontation would scuttle for decades any prospect to bring 

Russia and the West — especially Russia and Europe — into a cooperative international system.” 

“Leaders of all sides should return to examining outcomes, not compete in posturing.” 

 

Stephen F. Cohen, a Nation contributing editor, is professor emeritus of Russian studies and politics at NYU 

and Princeton. He is the most talented contemporary American scholar of Russian history. Our children tell us that his 

lectures in the university were very popular; the hall was always full of students even standing on their feet to hear 

these lectures. Stephen Cohen wrote in his article, which appeared in The Nation331: 

“A negotiated resolution is possible, but time may be running out.” 

“Much, therefore, now depends on [the President]. He will have to rise to the kind of leadership capable 

of rethinking a 20-year bipartisan policy that has led to disaster — and he must do so in Washington's rabid anti-Putin, 

Russophobic atmosphere.” 

 

But these clever observers are given almost no airtime on major TV stations. Western populations are for 

months bombarded by the narrow government line. 

Western diplomatic and military publications recognize that the situation is more complex. Jane’s Defence 

Weekly wrote in 2014 Annual Defence Report: 

 

“The reaction within Russia’s leadership towards the expansion of both NATO and the EU into eastern 

Europe must give both bodies pause for thought in 2015. … The expansion of both bodies, combined with 

the U.S. Ballistic Missile Defense (BMD) programme in Europe, has engendered a feeling of encirclement 

within the Kremlin. Russia’s reaction to the overthrow of Yanukovych in Ukraine was to a large extent driven 

by this fear, whether legitimate or not, and loss of influence in regions it regards as its backyard. 

NATO and the EU may be able to reasonably claim no hostile intent behind their expansion 

eastwards. However, Western Leaders should not be naive to the fact that Russia’s current foreign and 

 

    330 Military: The World Post (March 6, 2014). 

    331 Military: Cohen (April 4, 2014); see also: History: Cohen (June 15, 2014). 
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defence policy stance is substantially driven by this. 

A degree of soul-searching by NATO’s leaders on whether the expansion of the alliance has made 

its existing members more or less secure may perhaps not be unwise.” 

“Russia’s principal aims throughout the conflict have been fairly clear: to secure Sevastopol as the 

continued base for the Black Sea Fleet; protect its sphere of influence in the region; and to lay a marker 

against NATO.” 

“The overthrow of Victor Yanukovych, at the time the democratically elected president of Ukraine, 

in mid-February served as the catalyst for all this change. Russian protests that this was an undemocratic 

interruption of government were not without merit.”332 

 

 Of course, if the West did not obey the rules of the game in Ukraine, nobody should be surprised that Russia 

decided not to follow them as well. 

 But this recognition by diplomats and military specialists does not filter down to mass media. Who would 

doubt after this that the next elections would bring even more war-mongering politicians to power? Western media 

has forgotten that objectivity is not an architectural decoration of a free society, but a necessary condition for correct 

policy decisions in a democracy. Those in history who did not believe in the value of objective truth (such as the 

Bolsheviks) paid a heavy price for that mistake. 

 

 (In 1909 the collection Vekhi (Mileposts) was published in Russia333. This collection caused a sensation and 

evoked strong protests, mainly because it expressed open criticism of the Russian intelligentsia, criticism that was even 

more significant since it came from writers who themselves were members of the group of the radical intelligentsia and 

knew its spirit from the inside.334 

 In his contribution to the collection, Berdyayev drew the reader's attention to the lack of respect the intelligentsia 

had for the objective truth. He wrote that Russian educated young people would not acknowledge the independent value 

of science, philosophy, education, and universities. It was true that Russian revolutionary youth was ready to dispense with 

historical moral values in the name of science: but their utilitarian mode of thought did not allow them to attribute to 

science anything beyond utilitarian importance. The intelligentsia was ready to take any philosophy on faith that would 

sanction its social ideals. Berdyayev acknowledged that interest in theoretical truth per se was never strong in Russia. But 

in his view, this shortcoming was manifested most clearly among the intelligentsia, for whom the attainment of one or 

another social political goal was the main consideration. For example, objective economic analysis was subordinated to 

the subjective elements, such as class consciousness.335 

Years later, Bolsheviks, who were the original adherents of Communist ideology, who had this disregard for 

objective truth, and who actually made the revolution of 1917, were exterminated by the repressive apparatus of the 

system they helped to build.) 

 

We cannot but refresh our memory that supporting their governments’ wars has been an old sin of Western 

media. When have they been objective in covering wars? Even in recent history after the supposed end of the Cold 

War, they have been completely pro-government in conflicts in Serbia, Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, Syria, abdicating 

their responsibility for keeping the governments accountable in these conflicts (in the case of Iraq, at least until the 

unpleasant truth about the war had become too obvious to ignore). 

Many Russians are amazed by one-sidedness of the coverage of the Ukraine conflict by the “civilized” 

Western media. 

If we remember all that, it would be less of a surprise that in the current propaganda war the Western media 

is no better than Russian government-controlled media, and sometimes is much worse. Which leads to the next 

question: how is that possible in a democracy? The answer is simple: governments control main TV media. In the case 

of BBC and Euronews, these are government entities. In the case of CNN, this TV station needs good relations with 

the government to have access to hot spots and conflict zones (the right to be invited and “embedded” with the troops). 

It needs this to sell their advertisements. 

It is worth noting, for example, that CNN is double-faced: you would not have the correct picture of the 

domestic editorial line of CNN if you watch CNN International from abroad. While CNN International is cosmopolitan 

and seemingly sympathizes with Democratic values, domestic CNN takes a much harder line and often leans to 

 

    332  Jane’s Defence Weekly (3 December 2014). 

    333  Philosophy: Mileposts (1989). 

    334  Philosophy: Copleston (1988), p. 18-20. 

    335  Ibid., p. 20-21. 



9.10 Years 
 

98 
 

Republicans. Even many Americans have no clue about these two faces of CNN if they do not travel to other countries 

and do not compare CNN International with domestic CNN (CNN International does not broadcast in the United 

States). This feature of CNN is symbolic of American propaganda in general in that in its foreign version it tries to 

present a gentler and more humane image of America, comparative to what is revealed in its domestic variety. People 

in the editorial boards of U.S. media realize very well that if the world were fully exposed to the views of American 

right-wingers, it would not only reduce sales of toothpaste — it would increase anti-American sentiments. 

So, you could imagine that a phone call from a powerful government bureaucrat to some boss of CNN would 

do the job. This is called “networking” in the West. In the final analysis, when it comes to the most critical questions 

of war and peace, the freedom of Western media is more a myth than reality.336 

Russia nowadays is close to being an autocracy, which in daily operation reminds an elected monarchy with 

some basic parliament. How should we call the Western form of organization of society? On the highest level of the 

state, it looks like a more collective form of government. But Western societies are more tightly integrated. As one 

former Soviet dissident who now has a program on American TV said, “In America there is so much freedom — 

which nobody uses.” (As a former Soviet dissident, he was not, of course, talking about freedom from morality, but 

about political freedom.) It can be argued that if there is “freedom, which nobody uses,” it means there are other social 

mechanisms, about which you do not know, which prevent people from exercising their freedom. There is a term in 

sociology for those mechanisms — “social control.” In the West social control — of which direct state violence is 

only a part337 — has a longer history and is more entrenched than in Russia. 

As our experience with the Iraq war and Ukrainian crisis shows, decisions about war and peace in America 

are increasingly made by autonomous, self-directing, and unaccountable national security elites, without consultation 

with the public.338 These decisions are supposed to be made by the President, the foreign relations, intelligence, and 

armed services committees of the Senate and House, but since the World War II have been steadily shifting to 

unelected bureaucrats of the National Security Council, State Department, Pentagon, and CIA, and politically well-

connected “specialists” of a few foreign relations and national security think tanks. Though these national security 

elites still tolerate a degree of dissent within its own ranks, they demonstrate a strong tendency towards groupthink. 

Once they achieve some consensus, they do not engage in deliberations with outside people, but simply mobilize the 

country to work on their foreign policy objectives. Most of the journalists are out of the loop and it looks like the 

media has become a subservient transmitter of the directives of these national security elites. The latter circumstance 

is particularly worrisome and indicative of a wider problem within the Western societies. 

Media is defined as one of the main mechanisms of social control.339 It is extremely important in determining 

the opinions of the electorate and was crucial in the formation of modern nation-states in the 19th century. The issue 

of “social control over this mechanism of social control” becomes increasingly significant — if you have ways to 

control media, you have the key to the game of democracy. Therefore, the fact that Western media in its mass has not 

given a place to dissenting voices in the crisis over Ukraine, and because of that has failed to be even elementary 

objective about this conflict, is not of idle interest. The Western governments and political classes have demonstrated 

that when they consider an issue important enough, they have an iron grip over mass media. 

So, the next question arises: what purposes do these governments pursue? 

If we take Ukraine as an example, have the most important issues for the Western governments been 

democracy and human rights? The U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for Europe, Victoria Nuland said that the United 

States spent 5 billion dollars “for the development of democracy in Ukraine” in the period leading to the overthrow 

of Yanukovych.340 If it was enough for Germany to spent 300 million dollars in today’s money to bring Bolsheviks to 

power in Russia during First World War, surely 5 billion is more than enough to bring radicals to power in a much 

smaller Ukraine. Everybody forgets that democracy is supposed to be based on a freely expressed will of the people, 

not on a manipulation from aside. Also, the quality of “democracy” created in Ukraine as a result of this coup is quite 

dubious. An uninterested observer would notice that exactly in the period from independence in 1991 until the 

overthrow of constitutionally elected government of Yanukovych in 2014, Ukraine had more checks and balances and 

 

    336 See also: Sociology: Chomsky ([1991/1997] 2002). 

    337 See: Sociology: Ross (1969); Adams (1982); Kelly (1994); Garland (2002); Simpson (2002); Innes (2003); 

Pound (2006); Cohen (2007); Deutschmann (2007); Goldsmith (2008); White (2008); Beckett (2009); Fernandez 

(2009); Pfohl (2009); Byrne (2010); Blomberg (2011); Chriss (2013); Curtis (2013); Guia (2013); Inderbitzin 

(2013); Sarangi (2013); Browne (2015); Dencik (2015); Goldstein (2015); Inderbitzin (2015); Mészáros (2015); and 

Schneier (2015). 

    338 See: Law: Horton (2015). 

    339 Sociology: Chriss (2013), p. 67. 

    340 http://www.informationclearinghouse.info/article37599.htm. 
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respect for minority rights (which are essential for democracy), than after that violent “revolution”. In the period 1991-

2013, the elections, alternatively, had given power to the main opposing parties leaning West or East. Conversely, the 

political regime established after Euromaidan more resembles what American founding fathers termed as a “tyranny 

of the majority.” Have the most important motivations been economic interests? — Not even. It is a net economic loss 

(even though for the United States, who is the main instigator of the confrontation over Ukraine, the sanctions against 

Russia mean incomparably lesser damage than for Europe). Instead, when in the run-up to the overthrow of the 

government of Yanukovych, it seemed that Ukraine would temporarily abandon the idea of association with the EU 

and be friendlier to Russia, the main Western media outlets: CNN, BBC, and Euronews, declared that the West could 

not “afford a geopolitical victory for Russia.” So, geopolitics is a trump card for the Western governments not only in 

the Middle East or somewhere else in the third world. And in this game somehow Russia is never supposed to win. (It 

is like you are playing chess and think you are always supposed to win. And when your opponent once wins, you 

break the chessboard over his head.) 

 I know very well that there are people in the United States who would say that by siding with what Stephen 

Cohen (or Henry Kissinger) are saying about the Ukrainian crisis I am declaring my opposition to the independence 

of Ukraine. That is not true and that does not follow from what Cohen (or Kissinger) writes. I would like to remind 

the reader that I was imprisoned in the former Soviet Union for voicing my support in the clearest terms possible for 

the independence of Ukraine. 

 (As I have already mentioned in this book, my leaflets of 1975 called for the right for self-determination for 

the constituent republics of the Soviet Union. When I remember my friends in the prison camp, I can say with certainty 

that we were all united in our opposition to the Soviet Empire, but there was also another thing for sure — we sat in 

prison not for America to rule the world. Surprisingly enough, many Americans are enraged at a mere suggestion that 

they are not entitled to govern the Earth and do not understand moral precariousness of being at the center of a new 

Roman Empire. 

Back then, when we had our discussions in the secret prison camp, we would have found it shameful if we 

knew that America would declare the aim of its national strategy to defend “haves” against “have nots.” And we did 

not want at all for it to oppress peoples, spy on everybody, expand its military bases to every corner of the world, and 

wage wars at its will. We would be shocked if we knew that at least half of the politicians of the United States would 

not see anything wrong in torturing prisoners. We yearned for human rights; we wanted nations’ independence to be 

truly respected and for peace and justice to be the highest political principles.) 

I still maintain the opinion that there were reasons to dissolve the Soviet Union. There is a moral argument 

to be made for the right of people to maintain their own culture. And there is a judicial reason for the right for self-

determination. But there are also pragmatic reasons. Russia is better off without phony friends. The calculation is very 

simple: maintaining an empire with non-Russian-speaking nations contradicts basic freedoms at home and ruins the 

economy through excessive military spending. Byzantium used to pay Bulgaria for staying within its empire. In a 

similar way, during the Soviet times Russia subsidized all non-Russian republics while Russian population lived the 

lives of economic depravity. 

(For the first thorough analysis shedding light on Russian subsidies to other Soviet Republics see: Economics: 

International Monetary Fund, The World Bank, Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development, European 

Bank for Reconstruction and Development (1991). The consecutive developments have illustrated that these Western 

economic authorities only underestimated the value of subsidies, which Russia gave to other Soviet republics.) 

Western powers have long calculated that it is more economically efficient to get rid of their empires. The 

age of empires has gone, and the Soviet Union was the last of the great powers to follow this trend. And only for the 

better: Russia has never been freer and more prosperous in its history than now. 

(In 2013, 22 years after the dissolution of the U.S.S.R., the ratio of Russian per capita income versus 

Ukrainian per capita income increased two-and-a-half time. According to The World Bank, in 1990, at the peak of 

Soviet production, Russian GDP at Purchasing Power Parities per capita was very close to the Ukrainian one and 

exceeded Ukrainian level only 1.18 times; in 2013, the latest year for which there is data, Russian GDP at PPP per 

capita was 2.87 times greater than Ukrainian’s. That should be viewed in the context of the economic subsidies that 

Russia gave to other republics of the Soviet Union in 1990. It shows how big of a treasure Russian natural resources 

are, when properly used.) 

In the long run, for Russia, the standard of living of its people, the state of its defense, and the respect it 

receives in the international arena, will all depend on the success of its economic development. Russia has good 

ingredients for all this: an educated population, enormous natural resources, and a nuclear deterrent against any 

possible aggressors. 

At the same time, the outlook for Ukrainian economy on the road of its integration with EU is bleak to say 

the least. Western Europe does not need additional competition from Ukrainian manufacturing, like aerospace and 
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defense industry, which had been integrated with Russian economy. And these difficulties have nothing to do with the 

military confrontation in Donbass, but rather with the stiff competition, which Ukrainian exports will have in the West. 

Economically, instead of the prosperity promised by the Maidan revolution of 2014, Ukraine is set for a prolonged 

economic crisis even in comparison to Yanukovych period and, according to the IMF forecast, it is hard to be 

optimistic about a fast economic recovery after the crisis: 

Year Ukrainian GDP at 

PPP, Current 

prices341 

Ukrainian GDP at 

PPP, Constant 

prices342 

Ukrainian GDP at 

market exchange 

rates, Current 

dollars343 

Ukrainian GDP at 

market exchange 

rates, Constant 

dollars344 

2013 100 100 100 100 

2014 94.53 92.63 72.76 71.29 

2015 90.08 86.49 47.58 45.68 

2016 93.25 87.73 51.58 48.53 

2017 98.53 90.83 56.73 52.29 

2018 104.66 94.53 62.31 56.28 

2019 111.00 98.24 68.36 60.50 

2020 117.75 102.12 75.03 65.07 

     

2030 169.84 120.17 122.36 86.57 

     

2013-2020 Growth 

rates 

2.36 0.30 -4.02 -5.95 

2013-2030 Growth 

rates 

3.16 1.09 1.19 -0.84 

 

So real GDP at PPP growth rates from 2013 through year 2030 are projected at dismal 1.09 percent; and real 

GDP at market exchange rates are projected to be negative, -0.84. If we forget about emotions in relations between 

Ukraine and Russia since the Maidan, the course of the current Ukrainian government looks simply like a mistake. 

It is another question whether it was Ukraine which was the main aim in this geopolitical chess. There was a 

report by American diplomats made in 2009 and published by Wikileaks, which predicted a civil war in Ukraine in 

the case its government decided to join EU or NATO and warned that Russia would then consider its vital interests 

involved. American government must have been very conscious of this prediction when they engineered a coup in 

Kiev. (As Gorbachev said on the eve of the 25th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin wall, the United States only used 

Ukraine in order to pick on Russia. After all, America must have been very concerned with the rapid expansion of the 

Russian economy since 2000 and wanted to weaken the economic basis of the country that they consider their main 

geopolitical rival.) The IMF GDP projections for Russia are also bad and only slightly better for GDP at market 

exchange rates than for Ukraine: 

Year Russian GDP at 

PPP, Current 

prices345 

Russian GDP at 

PPP, Constant 

prices346 

Russian GDP at 

market exchange 

rates, Current 

dollars347 

Russian GDP at 

market exchange 

rates, Constant 

dollars348 

2013 100 100 100 100 

 

    341 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_IMF_ranked_countries_by_past_and_projected_GDP_(PPP). 

    342 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_IMF_ranked_countries_by_past_and_projected_GDP_(PPP) divided by 

annual U.S. GDP deflator in 1990-2013 according to the World Bank World Development Indicators Online. 

    343 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_IMF_ranked_countries_by_past_and_projected_GDP_(nominal). The 

direct data for Ukraine for year 2030 is unavailable. The dynamic of GDP at market exchange rates relative to GDP 

at PPP between years 2020 and 2030 for Ukraine is assumed to be same as for Russia. 

    344 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_IMF_ranked_countries_by_past_and_projected_GDP_(nominal) divided 

by annual U.S. GDP deflator in 1990-2013 according to the World Bank World Development Indicators Online. 

    345 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_IMF_ranked_countries_by_past_and_projected_GDP_(PPP). 

    346 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_IMF_ranked_countries_by_past_and_projected_GDP_(PPP) divided by 

annual U.S. GDP deflator in 1990-2013 according to the World Bank World Development Indicators Online. 

    347 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_IMF_ranked_countries_by_past_and_projected_GDP_(nominal). 

    348 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_IMF_ranked_countries_by_past_and_projected_GDP_(nominal) divided 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_IMF_ranked_countries_by_past_and_projected_GDP_(PPP)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_IMF_ranked_countries_by_past_and_projected_GDP_(nominal)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_IMF_ranked_countries_by_past_and_projected_GDP_(nominal)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_IMF_ranked_countries_by_past_and_projected_GDP_(PPP)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_IMF_ranked_countries_by_past_and_projected_GDP_(nominal)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_IMF_ranked_countries_by_past_and_projected_GDP_(nominal)
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Year Russian GDP at 

PPP, Current 

prices345 

Russian GDP at 

PPP, Constant 

prices346 

Russian GDP at 

market exchange 

rates, Current 

dollars347 

Russian GDP at 

market exchange 

rates, Constant 

dollars348 

2014 102.09 100.03 89.34 87.54 

2015 99.05 95.10 56.56 54.30 

2016 99.43 93.54 661.6 62.24 

2017 102.49 94.48 73.09 67.38 

2018 106.27 95.99 81.68 73.38 

2019 110.01 97.36 90.43 80.04 

2020 113.87 98.75 100.08 86.79 

     

2030 163.74 115.85 162.71 115.12 

     

2013-2020 Growth 

rates 

1.87 -0.18 0.01 -2.00 

2013-2030 Growth 

rates 

2.94 0.87 2.90 0.83 

 

Ukraine and Russia are the two countries, which suffer most economically from the Ukrainian crisis. It is 

especially obvious if we compare GDP dynamic of the U.S., Ukraine, and Russia before and after the crisis: 

Period U.S. GDP in Constant 

prices Growth rates349 

Ukraine’s GDP at market 

exchange rates in Constant 

dollars Growth rates350 

Russia’s GDP at market 

exchange rates in Constant 

dollars Growth rates351 

2000-2013 1.74 11.98 14.89 

2013-2030 2.14 -0.84 0.83 

 

If before the crisis Russia’s and Ukraine’s economies had been in upswing, now their growth is halted. This 

very conveniently coincides with the strategic objectives of the United States. 

And the next question naturally would be: what interests do these cynical, prone to prioritized geopolitical 

thinking Western governments defend? 

The social content of the Western government policies and of their social control in general is in the protection 

of the interests of the small group of people at the head of modern capitalism. But in Europe there is a strong left-

leaning counterculture and governmental policies sometimes — when social-democratic parties are in power — reflect 

the interests of the wider population. In the United States state policies are under the ideological influence of social 

Darwinism and the whole mechanism of government and social control are more overtly in favor of the powerful elite. 

There is also a real difference of state interests between America and Western Europe. In my old town of 

Baku our Jewish friends used to say: “Protect Armenians — after them it will be the turn of the Jews.” Western 

European countries like Germany and France probably understand very well that there will be “their turn” the next 

day after the U.S. gets rid of Russia. Unlike new NATO converts, like for example, Poland and the Baltic States, they 

have lived long enough in “one camp” with America to realize that the latter is not a philanthropic power and will act 

 

by annual U.S. GDP deflator in 1990-2013 according to the World Bank World Development Indicators Online. 

    349 For 2000-2013, GDP in 2011 prices according to the World Bank World Development Indicators Online. For 

2013-2020 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_IMF_ranked_countries_by_past_and_projected_GDP_(nominal) 

divided by annual U.S. GDP deflator in 1990-2013 according to the World Bank World Development Indicators 

Online. 

    350 For 2000-2013, GDP at market exchange rates divided by the U.S. GDP deflator. For 2013-2020 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_IMF_ranked_countries_by_past_and_projected_GDP_(nominal) divided by 

annual U.S. GDP deflator in 1990-2013 according to the World Bank World Development Indicators Online. The 

direct data about GDP at market exchange rates for Ukraine for year 2030 is unavailable. The dynamic of GDP at 

market exchange rates relative to GDP at PPP between years 2020 and 2030 for Ukraine is assumed to be same as 

for Russia. 

    351 For 2000-2013, GDP at market exchange rates divided by the U.S. GDP deflator. For 2013-2020 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_IMF_ranked_countries_by_past_and_projected_GDP_(nominal) divided by 

annual U.S. GDP deflator in 1990-2013 according to the World Bank World Development Indicators Online. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_IMF_ranked_countries_by_past_and_projected_GDP_(nominal)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_IMF_ranked_countries_by_past_and_projected_GDP_(nominal)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_IMF_ranked_countries_by_past_and_projected_GDP_(nominal)
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to protect its selfish interests. (The fact that these Western European governments are “not idiots” can be read, for 

example, in Anglela Merkel’s words after the Minsk accord in 2015 that European security should be built with Russia, 

not against Russia.) 

In Europe there exist different political parties on the question of relations with the United States: from trans-

Atlantic enthusiasts to trans-Atlantic sceptics. 

On one hand, there is NATO, the extreme expression of trans-Atlantic enthusiasm. As English Wikipedia 

writes in the article about NATO, the goal of this organization is “to keep the Russians out, the Americans in, and the 

Germans down.”352 (We should not overestimate the geopolitical or ideological aspect of the goal “to keep the 

Russians out and the Americans in”. It is also very much an economic one. A popular Russian journalist Petr Tolstoy 

often says that Russians may not be rich, but they are right, and this fact is the foundation of their strength. That 

opinion, which may have some following in Russia, seems to be underestimating the role of economy. It is not that 

Russians are always wrong — they may be often right. But it is much more beneficial to befriend the rich American 

uncle than poor Russian. And if Russia improves its economy, the whole calculus of many European nations may look 

different.) 

On the other hand, we should not forget that in the eyes of many founding figures of the European Union its 

creation was a balancing act between America and Russia. At any given historical moment either trans-Atlantic 

enthusiasts or sceptics may be more powerful. But overall, geography is the destiny: Europe is destined to balance 

between the United States and Russia. The same way as Russia, due to its geographic position, is destined to balance 

between Europe and China. 

The United States clearly wants to establish uncontested hegemony over the world. In the last decade, 

American military expenditures have oscillated between 40 and 50 percent of the total world military expenditures. 

That provides for a colossal military superiority in conventional (non-nuclear) arms over any potential rival. 

In 2012, American military expenditures in constant prices were 44.3% higher than in 1985, at the peak of 

the Cold War, while Russian military expenditures (measured at purchasing power parities) were only 34.2% of the 

1985 level. If in 1985 there was practical parity between the U.S. and the Soviet Union in military expenditures at 

purchasing power parities, in 2012 Russian military expenditures at purchasing power parities were 4.5 times lower 

than American. By military expenditures at market exchange rates (which better reflects the quality of armaments and 

is the more conventional way of comparing military expenditures) in 2012 Russian military expenditures were 7.6 

times lower than American. 

 

GDP at Purchasing Power Parities, Billions of Dollars, Current Prices 

 1985 1992 1995 2000 2005 2009 2012 

United 

States353 

4,346.7 6,539.3 7,664.0 10,289.7 13,095.4 14,417.9 16,244.6 

Russia354 1,500 1,020.14 833.475 1,000.5 1,696.73 2,765.27 3,385.84 

 

Military Expenditures, Percent of GDP 

 1985 1992 1995 2000 2005 2009 2012 

United 

States355 

5.940 4.666 3.639 2.932 3.844 4.637 4.201 

Russia356 16.1 5.260 4.424 3.709 3.892 4.677 4.471 

 

 

Military Expenditures of U.S. & Russia at Purchasing Power Parities, Billions of Dollars, Current Prices357 

 1985 1992

  

1995 2000 2005 2009 2012 

United 258.2 305.1 278.9 301.7 503.4 668.6 682.4 

 

    352 Reference: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NATO. 

    353 1985-2012 — Economics: The World Bank (2008-Current). 

  354 1985 — Military: International Institute for Strategic Studies (1981/1982-Current); 1992-2012 — Economics: 

The World Bank (2008-Current). 

    355 1985-2012 — Economics: The World Bank (2008-Current). 

  356 1985 — Military: International Institute for Strategic Studies (1981/1982-Current); 1992-2012 — Economics: 

The World Bank (2008-Current). 

    357 Obtained by multiplying GDP at PPP by the percent of military expenditures in GDP. 
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States 

Russia 241.5 53.7 36.9 37.1 66.0 129.3 151.4 

 

 

GDP Deflator, 2005=100 

 1985 1992 1995 2000 2005 2009 2012 

United 

States358 

62.3 76.8 82.0 89.0 100.0 108.7 114.1 

 

Military Expenditures of U.S. & Russia at Purchasing Power Parities, Billions of Dollars, 2012 Prices359 

 1985 1992 1995 2000 2005 2009 2012 

United 

States 

472.9 453.3 388.1 386.8 574.4 701.8 682.4 

Russia 442.3 79.8 51.3 47.6 75.3 135.7 151.4 

 

GDP at Market Exchange Rates, Billions of Dollars, Current Prices 

 1985 1992 1995 2000 2005 2009 2012 

United 

States360 

4,346.7 6,539.3 7,664.0 10,289.7 13,095.4 14,417.9 16,244.6 

Russia361 928.315 460.205 395.528 259.708 764.001 1,222.65 2,014.77 

 

Military Expenditures of U.S. & Russia at Market Exchange Rates, Billions of Dollars, Current Prices362 

 1985 1992 1995 2000 2005 2009 2012 

United 

States 

258.2 305.1 278.9 301.7 503.4 668.6 682.4 

Russia 149.5 24.2 17.5 9.6 29.7 57.2 90.1 

 

Military Expenditures of U.S. & Russia at Market Exchange Rates, Billions of Dollars, 2012 Prices 

 1985 1992 1995 2000 2005 2009 2012 

United 

States 

472.9 453.3 388.1 386.8 574.4 701.8 682.4 

Russia 273.8 36.0 24.4 12.3 33.9 60.0 90.1 

 

(The question has been raised how much of the total American military expenditures was the cost of current 

wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. It was 107.6 billion in 2005, 155.1 billion in 2009, and 126.5 in 2012363.) 

 

Ideologically, the U.S. drive for total world domination is formulated in the idea that the United States is an 

“indispensable nation.” In reality, of course, America behaves in the world like all other great powers in history. 

I have recently read one Western blogger who wrote that Russia and China are both “reds” and that the 

alternative to American domination in the world is their hegemony. This is a gross simplification and 

misrepresentation of facts. They are not “reds” and do not threaten the world with their hegemony. 

Russian regime is overtly right-wing and capitalist. And, during the time Putin has been in power, Russia has 

not completely lost all its democratic credentials and is still very much oriented to European values. Russian print 

press is very vibrant and diverse. People have unlimited access to the Internet. It is true that the main Russian TV 

channels are controlled by the government, but that control is not total. I, for example, regularly watch Russian First 

 

    358 Economics: The World Bank (2008-Current). 

    359 Obtained by correcting military expenditures at purchasing power parities in current prices according to the 

U.S. GDP deflator. 

    360 1985-2012 — Economics: The World Bank (2008-Current). 

  361 1985 — Economics: International Monetary Fund, The World Bank, Organization for Economic Co-

Operation and Development, European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (1991). GDP in 1985 was 

estimated at 777 billion rubles (Vol.1, p. 166). The exchange rate of ruble in 1985 was estimated at 83.70 rubles per 

100 U.S. dollars (Vol.1, p. 448). 1992-2012 — Economics: The World Bank (2008-Current). 

    362 Obtained by multiplying GDP at market exchange rates by the percent of military expenditures in GDP. 

    363 See: http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0933935.html. 

http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0933935.html
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Channel TV News “Vremya,” which presents the government point of view. I find the presentation of the news in this 

TV channel largely balanced and coinciding with my own views. But to keep the government line in check, I also 

have a habit of watching a Russian dissident TV channel “Echo of Moscow.” (In Russia it operates as a radio show. 

Approximately 900,000 people in Moscow and 1.8 million in other Russian regions listen to “Echo of Moscow” 

daily.364 In 2016, its total audience share constituted about 6.2 percent.365) It is transmitted from Moscow and expresses 

a strong critique of Russian state of affairs from primarily a progressive point of view. I frankly do not know so well-

versed and sharply worded progressive analogues in American TV. I know only a sharply worded right-wing critique 

of the government in the U.S. — Fox News. And anyway, there is simply no TV analogue of such sharp critique of 

government foreign policy in America, whether right-wing or progressive. (May be the last statement is not quite 

correct. As an answer to problems with any foreign country and perceived inadequacy of the government’s response 

you can always say: “Bomb them to the Stone Age” — it will only be considered “patriotic.”) 

China is a totalitarian state but is in the process of developing a capitalist economy and can be called 

Communist only conditionally. Both Russia and China do not have ideological ambitions for the world domination 

and are far from having the economic and military potential to achieve such domination. For their part Russia and 

China would like to be on a more or less equal footing with the U.S. But if the United States continues to make it clear 

to both of them (like the U.S. has done in recent years) that they have only one choice: vassalage or war — it would 

continue to push Russia and China into a strategic partnership. 

The main cause of the acute hostility towards Russia, which American governing elites are trying to instill in 

their population: Russia, militarily, despite the great disparity in military budgets, is still the main obstacle for 

complete U.S. world domination — that ultimate goal of all conquerors and imperialists. Russia is the only country in 

the world that has something resembling parity in strategic nuclear arms with the United States. Even China is far 

behind. And it needs to be stressed again: unlike during the Cold War, there is not much ideological difference between 

the United States and Russia now. Thus, the American establishment had real difficulty formulating a descent 

ideological justification for their hostility to Russia. When the U.S. tried to find flaws in Russia’s internal political 

situation to justify their anti-Russian propaganda, they could not come up with anything else than to raise the issue of 

gay rights, which at best is only one of a set of dozens of other rights that together constitute human rights. (For 

instance, Charles Humana uses 40 distinct rights in his calculation of human-rights index.366) And the United States 

itself is not the country with the greatest human rights record in the world, especially after 9/11. But the desire to “own 

the world” is so strong that American governing elites are becoming less and less scrupulous in ideological justification 

for their quest for world domination — they have become accustomed to disregard any laws of morality and logic. 

With regard to Russia, they settled on relying on old nationalistic prejudices and animosities, especially in Eastern 

Europe. 

Now, the prevailing point of view among American politicians, and to a lesser extent among its European 

allies, is that by its actions in Ukraine the Russian government challenged American hegemony in the world as it has 

existed since the end of the Cold War. This point of view maintains that Russia has been on the wrong course for a 

few years, at least since the war with Georgia and that it is dangerous to allow anybody in the world to challenge 

American leadership. Most of American politicians think that normal relations with Russia are probably impossible 

as long as Putin’s government is in power. The U.S., therefore, should try to facilitate the coming into power in Russia 

of a more friendly government. 

From Russian point of view all they want now is respect and a bit of security. They told the U.S. that it should 

not talk in terms of commands with Russia, should not be rude to Russian diplomats, and try to be mindful of Russian 

national security interests. In response the U.S. just “has left the negotiating table.” 

There is little chance that this collision of worldviews between the U.S. and Russia would be replaced by 

more friendly relations in the near future. But the situation may change. In 2014, China already overcame the U.S. by 

its gross GDP at purchasing power parities; its gross GDP at market exchange rates constituted 59.4 percent of the 

U.S. In 2014, China’s military expenditures at market exchange rates exceeded those of Russia 2.36 times and 

constituted 32.7 percent of the U.S. In the same year China’s military expenditures at purchasing power parities 

exceeded those of Russia 2.27 times and constituted 57.0 percent of the U.S. military expenditures. In 5-10 years, 

China is set to overcome the United States by its gross GDP at market exchange rates and achieve levels of military 

expenditures both at purchasing power parities and market exchange rates comparable with American. If Russian 

diplomacy manages to avoid a big military conflict with the West, then in 5-10 years the West will worry about things 

other than Russia. What is key, the U.S. will then pay Russia its due respect. 

 

    364 Reference: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Echo_of_Moscow. 

    365 http://adindex.ru/publication/analitics/channels/2016/09/12/136397.phtml. 

    366 See: Law: Humana (1992). 
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In the meantime, the main traditional European powers, U.K., France, and Germany, have lost a big part of 

their sovereignty to the U.S. Together with the United States, they are in the process of becoming increasingly less 

free societies. The Ukrainian crisis has illustrated and accelerated that process. 

Western commentators talk about the United States and European Union as the “centers of democratic 

capitalism”, which confront Putin “looking for sugar-highs” on international arena. They are of a too high opinion of 

themselves. There is nothing democratic in the suppression of alternative points of view on foreign policy and lack of 

critical analysis of governments’ policies vis-a-vis Russia in Western media. 

The West is quickly moving to increasing coordination of economic and political power. That leads to the 

demise of the Western states as democracies. Western democratic credentials already look shaky in the view of the 

shameless propaganda war with Russia. In today’s world media has become the main weapon of social control and its 

role is only increasing. Western “mainstream media” — the other word for media controlled by powerful elites — has 

achieved such mastery that they manage to brainwash the populations in their own countries and throughout the world 

despite obvious facts and logic. Unfortunately, most of the people do not have a habit to critically analyze the news 

and compare alternative sources of information. 

I saw a program on the “Book TV” about a new book of Lewis Lapham Age of Folly. Lapham has come from 

a privileged background; he is no Communist or radical. He plays good golf, and, as his interviewer said, among his 

partners were Donald Trump and Bill Clinton. 

Lapham’s parents made their fortune in a shipbuilding business, his grandfather was a popular mayor of San 

Francisco; he himself worked as a reporter in San Francisco Examiner, and later was a history professor at Harvard. 

Lapham is of the opinion that American foreign policy in 25 years after the collapse of the Soviet Union has 

been wrong-headed. The current strategic doctrine of the U.S. was written by Dick Cheney and Paul Wolfowitz in 

1992 on the wake of Fukuyama’s essay about “the end of history”. This doctrine calls for a military defeat of any 

country that refuses to follow American leadership in the world. Though initially formulated by Republicans, it has 

been since shared by Democratic politicians in Washington. 

And indeed, American political leadership – and here Lapham criticizes both Republicans and Democrats 

(with a little less criticism of Trump) – has tried over the last 25 years to have a foreign policy according to this 

consensus. Wars have been waged with the support of mass media, and critical questions are asked only years later, if 

at all. Knowing the American political system and media work behind the scenes, Lapham explains this in the 

following way. The American economy since the World War II has been to a large degree driven by military 

expenditures. “General Electric”, which is one of major military contractors, also owns NBC (or, as Lapham said, at 

least it owned it when he was younger; he is not sure whether this particular company owns it now). And so on. The 

same people who own military-industrial corporations, own media.367 

That is why a series of aggressive wars has become the face of foreign policy, and that is happening with the 

political apathy of a misinformed American populace. The result of such foreign policy is laughingly discordant with 

the declared purpose of promoting democracy, and if we try to consistently conduct such foreign policy, it may lead 

to dangerous consequences. 

And unless Western European powers find the will to stop on the brink of the ultimate brutal military conflict 

to establish American “ownership of the world,” the destination will be a new incarnation of long condemned 

totalitarianism. [PX=10] 

 

1139 

“— You live in the United States — why are you critical of them? 

— Because I am for international law, democracy, and human rights for real, not just when we find it convenient 

to talk about them. As philosophers of the Enlightenment formulated, all these are achievable only through checks 

and balances. There would be no justice in the world where one power dominates, only a dictatorship of that power. 

The system of checks and balances, in one form or another, is in the foundation of all democracies. We need to bring 

this into international relations.” 
«— Ты живешь в Соединенных Штатах — почему ты критикуешь их? 

— Потому что я на самом деле за международное право, демократию и права человека, а не только тогда, 

когда удобно о них говорить. Как сформулировали философы Просвещения, всего этого можно достичь 

только через сдержки и противовесы. На свете не будет никакой справедливости, если только одна держава 

доминирует в мире, а будет только диктатура этой державы. Система сдержек и противовесов, в той или иной 

форме, лежит в основании всех демократий. Мы должны привнести это в международные отношения». 
[PX=10] 

 

    367 Book TV (2016-12-05). 
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PERIOD: August 23, 2015. 
FRQ: Once. 
EMOTION: Great concern. 
CONTEXT: From the conversation with my aunt. 

Из разговора с моей тетей. [PX=10] 
METACONTEXT-A: 

 

 THE ABSENCE OF GUARANTEES FOR INTERNATIONAL LAW IF VIEWED AS A PROJECTION OF THE LAWS OF 

DOMINATING DEMOCRACIES 

 

The fact that the United States and NATO, which is led by the former, are dominating in the world, from the point of view 

of power politics, is not a guarantee of international law. 

 Indeed, the constitutional law of the U.S. excludes foreign politics from the sphere of its democratic guarantees. 

Thus, the Freedom of Information/Privacy Act gives exemptions for the interests of foreign policy and national security.  

It is well documented that the intelligence agencies of the U.S. watch over political groups opposed to the government 

purposes of foreign policy368. 

 

 AMERICAN LACK OF CONVICTION AND OPEN CYNICISM IN THE SPHERE OF INTERNATIONAL LAW AFTER THE END 

OF THE COLD WAR 

 

Any system of government is the government of the elites. The social basis for this is, as Marx very exactly 

pointed out, is the division of labor and social stratification, which is the result of that division of labor. But there are 

always some struggles within the governing elites. Western democracies are characterized by direct reference to a 

public opinion in order to resolve the struggles within the elites. However, Western elites are not the passive mirrors 

of public opinion — they are actively trying to shape this very public opinion. Sometimes, like in questions of war 

and peace in the United States, these elites try keep public opinion within the strict boundaries of their social interests. 

There exists a broad consensus between the two main U.S. political parties about the purposes of foreign policy. 

American elites — and Western elites in general — have achieved wonders in social control (primarily through mass 

media). American TV is capable of a brainwashing, which even the Soviet Union would envy. As a result, real dissent is 

rare in questions of foreign policy. 

 The content of the United States foreign policy since the Cold War, when they do not have a counter-balance in 

the face of another super-power, demonstrate that the U.S. openly turned down the concept of international law and has 

become, in fact, adherents of the doctrine that "strong is always right." The United States tried to stop payments of its dues 

to the United Nations and internal political discussions in the U.S. employ hostile rhetoric towards the organization. 

Adoption of extraterritorial embargo laws and sanctions is a well-known fact, often causing frictions with Europe. In 1998, 

the U.S. was one of the only three countries in the world (including also Libya and, as far as I remember, Iran) who voted 

against the international convention against war crimes under a purely chauvinistic pretext that the U.S. would never allow 

the trial of its soldiers (in other words, the United States are right not because they act right, but because they are always 

right). 

 

 A CASE OF RECENT AMERICAN WARS 

 

Since weakening and the dissolution of the U.S.S.R., the U.S. is always at war with somebody. In 1989, in open violation 

of the international law the U.S. invaded Panama. In 1991, they fought the first Gulf War. In 1996, they bombed Bosnia, 

siding with one party of a civil war. The 1999 attack of Yugoslavia by NATO concluded the process of transformation 

from a foreign policy appealing to international law, towards the concept declaring that the U.S. (in a union with NATO 

when it is convenient) is always right. 

 If the 2001 invasion of Afghanistan could be considered a retaliation for the terrorist attack of September 11, 

2001, the 2003 Iraq War again demonstrated lack of logic or foundation in the international law. The U.S. inspired Western 

intervention into Libya was conducted under a severely misinterpreted resolution of the UN Security Council. Starting 

from 2011 the U.S. openly interfered in the internal affairs of Syria and encouraged, armed, and trained the insurgency 

there. In 2014, the U.S. and its NATO allied instigated a violent overthrow of democratically elected government of 

Ukraine. In the open turnaround, after that the U.S. openly sided with Saudi Arabia in bombing the rebels who overthrew 

 

    368  See, for example Law: Humana (1986), (1992). 
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the American-backed president in Yemen.369 

 There is no logic in the words of the U.S. leaders. As Machiavelli said, it is not the words of politicians that are 

important, but the deeds. The logic of NATO actions is in the fact that, by its own admission, it exists to struggle against 

the Russian threat. That paranoid idea of NATO survived the collapse of the Soviet Union and is the motive behind its 

recent wars. Simply speaking, the motives are power politics (and in such a politics Russia has to seriously think about its 

security). What is important in the current context is that the United States committed unambiguous violations of the basic 

norms of international law, when it found it safe for themselves, and thus created far reaching and dangerous precedents. 

 

 THE NECESSITY FOR LAW IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

 

At the same time, international law is not an invention of academics from the point of view of its necessity.  International 

law — like any law — defends the rights of both the strong and the weak. Among other things, it gives a normative 

description of what constitutes a violation of law. Without a formally defined law, a behavior of the strong is nothing else 

than a despotic government, by the words of Montesquieu, or dictatorship, in the terminology of our time. By its very 

nature, a formal law demands certain consent of the governed (that found its expression in the theory of a social contract 

and in the modern theories of representative democracy). When the United States refuses to work through the UN, it 

undermines such consent of governed as represented by the international community of nations. The other aspect of a 

formal law is that, with the civilized process of achieving the consent of the governed, the law has a tendency to acquire 

morally positive contents. With the absence of such consent, the law loses its formal judicial characteristics (as, for 

example, authorization of the UN bodies, conformance with the UN charter, application of international conventions), and 

by contents is the arbitrary will of the powerful minority. 

 

 INTERNATIONAL LAW IS THE RESULT OF THE BALANCE OF POWERS 

 

As Hegel noticed, international law, due to the absence of the world government bodies, is the result of the balance of 

world powers370. With the rejection of the role of the UN in important international decision-making, as it is practiced now 

by the United States, we are in a Hegelian world. 

 

 THE NECESSITY OF THE INTERNATIONAL SEPARATION OF POWERS 

 

The U.S. often formulates justification for its foreign policy in terms of the common good for the world. However, because 

95 percent of the world population does not take part in American elections, the point of view of the American government 

is not the point of view of the peoples of the world. Moreover, all postulates of internal politics are applicable to 

international politics: 

 

— Any power corrupts, 

— Absolute (that is, uncontrollable from the point of view of the majority) power corrupts absolutely, 

— The first necessary step towards any democratic (that is, moral, responsible, lawful) world order is a separation 

of powers. 

 

 The tendency of human nature to be corrupted by power is not going to be changed any time soon. From the 

latter, it follows that the only hope to check this tendency and defend against a dictatorial (that is, arbitrary, not controlled 

by formal norms, uncontrollable, corrupted, immoral) handling of the world community, is building of such institutions 

which would be the implementation of the principle of the separation of powers in the international relations. We are 

talking about a restoration and ideological confirmation of the balance of powers. (In Russia, people often talk about a 

“multi-polar world” ― it is the same thing as separation of powers in international relations. The fact the doctrine of 

separation of powers has American origins does not mean that America follows it in its foreign policy ― on the contrary 

it tries to dictate to everybody and make everybody its vassals.) 

 

 RUSSIAN DILEMMA 

 

In the times of the Soviet Union American foreign policy was dominated by a school of realists. After the dissolution of 

the U.S.S.R. American foreign policy has become determined by a strive for an unrestricted hegemony. That does not 

 

    369 I have already written about that in other places in this book. 

    370 See, for example: Philosophy: Hegel (1993); see also: Shand (2019). 
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leave Russia a choice. If Russia intends to preserve its existence as a nation and as a viable entity on the international arena 

(not talking about remaining a great power), it should resist the forces wishing its destruction. It means that it should take 

on itself a role in the international separation of powers, it should mobilize. Because it is, economically, a relatively 

backward country, it cannot defend itself against the United States (which demonstrates all the same signs of hostility 

towards new Russia, as it did towards old Soviet Union) with the fully-fledged democratic order of things in Russia. The 

interests of self-preservation require a less relaxed (that is, less liberal, less tolerating internal dissent and/or economic 

freedom) state than the United States. It is obvious, therefore, that the international defense of Russia is in certain 

contradiction with the purpose to have an open society at home. Because freedom is useless when you are being killed, 

there is a question on agenda about curtailing some of the civil and political rights and/or economic liberties, which were 

achieved with such difficulty. That task would remain until Russia catches up economically with the West. The problem 

is how to find a proper balance between the requirements of foreign and domestic policy without losing vital freedoms and 

elements of democracy. 

 

 ОТСУТСТВИЕ ГАРАНТИЙ МЕЖДУНАРОДНОГО ПРАВА КАК ПРОЕКЦИИ ЗАКОНОВ ДОМИНИРУЮЩИХ ДЕМОКРАТИЙ 

 

Тот факт, что Соединенные Штаты и руководимый ими союз НАТО доминируют в мире с точки зрения силовой 

политики, не является гарантией международного права. 

 Действительно, конституционное право США исключает сферу внешней политики из сферы своих 

демократических гарантий. Так, Закон о свободе доступа к информации/Закон о прайвеси дает исключение по 

интересам внешней политики и соображениям национальной безопасности. Хорошо документировано, что 

разведывательные органы США ведут слежку за политическими группами, противостоящими интересам 

внешней политики правительства371. 

 

 МЕЖДУНАРОДНО-ПРАВОВАЯ НЕХВАТКА УБЕЖДЕНИЙ И ОТКРЫТЫЙ ЦИНИЗМ США ПОСЛЕ ХОЛОДНОЙ ВОЙНЫ 

 

Любое правительство — это правительство элит. Социальной основой этого, по точному замечанию 

Маркса, является разделение труда и следующая за ним социальная стратификация. Но всегда существует 

борьба внутри правящих элит. Западные демократии характеризуются прямым обращением к общественному 

мнению для разрешения борьбы внутри элит. Однако западные элиты не являются простым зеркалом 

общественного мнения — они активно пытаются сформировать это самое общественное мнение. Иногда, как 

это бывает в вопросах войны и мира в Соединённых Штатах, эти элиты пытаются держать общественное 

мнение в жестких границах своих социальных интересов. Между двумя основными политическими партиями 

США существует общее мнение о целях этой внешней политики. Американские элиты — и западные элиты 

в целом — достигли чудес социального контроля (в основном через средства массовой информации). 

Американское телевидение способно к такому промыванию мозгов, которому бы позавидовал даже Советский 

Союз. В результате настоящие разногласия редкость в вопросах внешней политики. 

 Содержание внешней политики США в эпоху после холодной войны, когда у них не оказалось 

противовеса в лице другой сверхдержавы, говорит о том, что США открыто отказались от концепции 

международного права и фактически стали исповедовать доктрину «сильный всегда прав». Соединенные Штаты 

попытались перестать платить членские взносы в ООН, а внутренние политические обсуждения в США полны 

открыто враждебных высказываний по отношению к этой организации. Принятие экстерриториальных законов 

об эмбарго и санкциях — хорошо известный факт, часто вызывающий трения с Европой. После ослабления и 

распада СССР, США постоянно находятся в состоянии войны с кем-то. В 1998-м году, США были одним из 

только трех государств (включая также Ливию и, по-моему, Иран), которые голосовали против международной 

конвенции об ответственности за военные преступления. Это было сделано по чисто шовинистическому 

предлогу, что США никогда не дадут судить своих солдат (иначе говоря, не потому, что США правы, что 

правильно поступают, а потому, что всегда правы). 

 

 СЛУЧАЙ С ПОСЛЕДНИМИ АМЕРИКАНСКИМИ ВОЙНАМИ 

 

Со времен ослабления и распада СССР США всегда находятся в состоянии войны с кем-нибудь. В 1989-м году, 

в открытое нарушение международного права США вторглись в Панаму. В 1991-м году, они воевали в первую 

войну в Персидском заливе. В 1996-м году они бомбили Боснию, встав на сторону одной из враждующих сторон 

в гражданской войне. В 1999-м году атака НАТО на Югославию завершило процесс перехода от внешней 

 

    371  See, for example Law: Humana (1986), (1992). 
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политики, апеллирующей к международному праву, к концепции, объявляющей, что США (в союзе с НАТО, 

когда это выгодно) всегда правы. 

 Если вторжение в Афганистан в 2001-м году может рассматриваться как ответ на террористическую 

атаку 11 сентября 2001-го года, то иракская война 2003-го года вновь продемонстрировала недостаток логики или 

основания в международном праве. Вдохновленная США западная интервенция в Ливии проводилась под 

прикрытием сильно переиначенной интерпретации резолюции Совета безопасности ООН. Начиная с 2011-го 

года, США открыто вмешиваются во внутренние дела Сирии и вдохновляют, вооружают и тренируют повстанцев 

в этой стране. В 2014-м году, США и их союзники по НАТО подстрекали к насильственному свержению 

демократически избранного правительства Украины. Тут же отвернувшись, США открыто поддерживали 

Саудовскую Аравию в ее бомбежках повстанцев, которые свергли проамериканского президента Йемена.372 

 Логики в словах руководителей США нет. Но, как говорил Макиавелли, важны не слова, а дела 

политиков. Логика действий НАТО в том, что оно, по собственному признанию, существует для борьбы с 

российской угрозой. Эта параноидальная идея НАТО, пережившая Советский Союз, и есть мотив западных войн 

последнего времени. Попросту говоря, мотивы чисто властные (и при такой политике России приходится 

задумываться о своей безопасности всерьез). Что важно в данном контексте, это то, что США пошли на 

недвусмысленные нарушения основ международного права, когда они нашли безопасным для себя это сделать, и 

создали далеко идущие и опасные прецеденты. 

 

 НЕОБХОДИМОСТЬ ПРАВА В МЕЖДУНАРОДНЫХ ОТНОШЕНИЯХ 

 

В то же время международное право не есть выдумка профессоров с точки зрения его необходимости.  

Международное право — как всякое право — охраняет права как слабого, так и сильного. Среди прочего, оно 

дает нормативное описание того, что такое правонарушение. Без формально определенного закона поведение 

сильного есть не что иное, как деспотия, словами Монтескье, или диктатура, в терминологии нашего времени. По 

своей природе формальный закон требует определенного согласия управляемых (это нашло свое выражение в 

теории общественного договора и в современных теориях представительной демократии). Когда Соединенные 

Штаты отказываются работать через ООН, они подрывают такое согласие управляемых в лице сообщества наций. 

Другой аспект формального закона заключатся в том, что при цивилизованном процессе достижения согласия 

управляемых закон имеет тенденцию принимать морально положительное содержание. При отсутствии согласия 

управляемых закон по форме теряет правовые признаки (как, например, согласие органов ООН, соблюдение 

устава ООН, выполнение международных конвенций), а по содержанию представляет собой произвол 

могущественного меньшинства. 

 

 МЕЖДУНАРОДНОЕ ПРАВО, КАК РЕЗУЛЬТАТ БАЛАНСА ДЕРЖАВ 

 

Как отмечал Гегель, международное право, в связи с отсутствием мировых государственных органов, есть 

результат баланса держав373. При отрицании роли ООН в решении важных международных вопросов, как это 

сейчас практикуется США, мы находимся в гегелевском мире. 

 

 НЕОБХОДИМОСТЬ МЕЖДУНАРОДНОГО РАЗДЕЛЕНИЯ ВЛАСТЕЙ 

 

США часто формулируют оправдание своим действиям на международной арене в терминах общей пользы для 

мира. Однако, поскольку 95 процентов мира не участвует в американских выборах, точка зрения американского 

правительства не есть точка зрения народов мира. Больше того, применимы все постулаты внутренней политики 

по отношению к политике международной: 

 

— Власть коррумпируется, 

— Абсолютная (т. е. бесконтрольная с точки зрения большинства) власть коррумпируется абсолютно, 

— Первоначальная необходимая точка для любого демократического (читай, морального, ответственного, 

правового) мирового порядка есть разделение властей. 

 

 Склонность человеческой природы подвергаться коррупции властью не имеет шансов на скорое 

изменение. Из последнего следует, что единственная надежда на сдерживание этой тенденции и защиту от 

 

    372 I have already written about that in other places in this book. 

    373 See, for example: Philosophy: Hegel (1993). 
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диктаторского (читай, произвольного, не сдержанного формальными нормами, бесконтрольного, 

коррумпированного, аморального) обращения с членами международного сообщества — это строительство таких 

институтов, которые были бы воплощением принципа разделения властей в международных отношениях. Речь 

идет о восстановлении и идеологическом подтверждении баланса держав. (В России люди часто говорят о 

«многополярном мире» — это то же самое, что разделение властей в международных отношениях. Тот факт, что 

доктрина разделения властей имеет американское происхождение, не означает, что Америка следует ей в своей 

внешней политике ― как раз наоборот, она пытается диктовать всем и делать всех своими вассалами.) 

 

 ДИЛЕММА РОССИИ 

 

Во времена Советского Союза американская внешняя политика находилась под руководством школы реалистов. 

После роспуска СССР американская внешняя политика стала определяться гегемонизмом. Это не оставляет 

России выбора. Если Россия собирается сохраниться как нация и как жизнеспособное образование на 

международной арене (не говоря уже о том, чтобы оставаться великой державой), она должна сопротивляться 

силам, направленным на ее уничтожение. Это означает, что она должна взять на себя определенную роль в 

международном разделении властей, она должна мобилизоваться. Поскольку Россия экономически относительно 

отсталое государство, она не может защищаться перед Соединенными Штатами (которые демонстрируют 

признаки враждебности по отношению к новой России, так же как они демонстрировали их по отношению к 

СССР) при полностью демократическом порядке вещей в России. Интересы самосохранения требуют менее 

расслабленного (читай, менее либерального, менее допускающего внутренние разногласия и/или экономическую 

свободу) государства, чем США. Очевидно, таким образом, что международная защита России находится в 

определенном противоречии с целью иметь открытое общество внутри страны. Поскольку свобода бесполезна, 

если тебя убивают, стоит вопрос об отказе от части с трудом завоеванных гражданских и политических прав и/или 

экономических свобод. Эта задача будет оставаться в силе, пока Россия не догонит Запад экономически. 

Проблема только в том, чтобы найти нужный баланс между интересами внешней и внутренней политики, не 

выбросив жизненно важных свобод и элементов демократии. [PX=10] 

 

1141 

“Putin ordered to erect a memorial to victims of political repressions in Russia. That only puts him in a good light. 

Kruschev did not do it, Gorbachev did not do it, and Yeltsin did not do it. If I were in Moscow, I would have visited 

this memorial.” 

«Путин приказал воздвигнуть памятник жертвам политических репрессий в России. Это выставляет его 

только в хорошем свете. Хрущев не сделал этого, Горбачёв не сделал, и Ельцин не сделал. Если бы я был в 

Москве, я бы посетил этот мемориал». 
[PX=10] 
PERIOD: October 1, 2015. 
FRQ: Once. 
EMOTION: Enthusiasm. 
CONTEXT: From the conversation with my wife. 

Из разговора с женой. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-H: Vladimir Putin has ordered a memorial to all victims of political repression in Russia’s history. 

The work named “The Wall of Grief” will be installed on a Moscow street named after famous dissident Andrey 

Sakharov. Vladimir Putin also charged the Russian government with finding sources to finance the project. 

Sources in the State Museum of Gulag History told Interfax news agency that “The Wall of Grief” monument 

will be based on a draft created by sculptor Georgy Frangulyan. The museum has already started to collect donations 

to finance the project. Frangulyan is known as the sculptor of the monument installed on Boris Yeltsin’s grave. “The 

monument will become a warning to coming generations that tragic consequences of authoritarian policies touch 

everyone and can be repeated at any given moment,” reads the author’s description of the “Wall of Grief” sculpture.374 

 

Владимир Путин только что приказал возвести памятник всем жертвам политических репрессий в 

российской истории. Мемориал, названный «Стеной скорби», будет установлен на московской улице, 

названной в честь знаменитого диссидента Андрея Сахарова. Владимир Путин также поручил российскому 

правительству найти источники финансирования проекта. 

 

    374 https://www.rt.com/politics/317172-putin-orders-to-erect-monument/ 
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Источники в Государственном музее истории ГУЛАГа рассказали агентству Интерфакс, что 

монумент «Стена скорби» будет основан на эскизе скульптора Георгия Франгуляна. Музей уже стал собирать 

пожертвования для финансирования проекта. Франгулян известен как скульптор памятника на могиле 

Ельцина. «Этот мемориал будет предупреждением потомкам о том, что трагические последствия 

авторитарной политики касаются всех и могут повториться в любой момент», говорится в авторской 

надписи на скульптуре «Стена скорби».375 [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: Some of Putin’s opponents called this hypocritical. I do not think so. 

In 2015, Russian human rights group Memorial said that there were over 50 people in jail in Russia for their 

political beliefs. [Since 2015, the situation has deteriorated somewhat. As of December 2019, these lists contained 

314 names. Of them, 250 belong to individuals deprived of freedom in connection with the realization of their right 

to freedom of religion, 64 belong to those imprisoned for other political reasons. Many of the people whom Memorial 

counts as political prisoners with regard to the freedom of religion are those belonging to Jehovah Witnesses. Jehovah 

Witnesses are distinguished by radical denial of some of the important functions of the modern state like “excessive” 

education for children and health care vaccinations. In the conditions of Russia, where there exists a compulsory 

military service, the denial of the later is probably also a matter of particular concern of the government. The 

compulsory military service is not particularly popular in Russia, and many people would elect to be called Jehovah 

Witnesses to avoid military service as a religious exemption.] The Kremlin denies Russia has political prisoners.376 

Let us think whom we call “political prisoners.” If we are talking about people who are incarcerated for 

regular non-political crimes, but in whose cases there may be doubts about real motives of the government, such 

people can be found almost in every country. 

Israel has Vanunu, who was abducted from Europe for trying to bring attention to a nuclear nonproliferation 

issue, was put on trial in Israel on charges of treason and espionage, and spent 18 years in prison, including more than 

11 in solitary confinement. Released from prison in 2004, he became subject to a broad array of restrictions on his 

speech and movement.377 American blacks can give names of persons they consider political prisoners, who are in 

prison right now. Assange is under a diplomatic house arrest in the Ecuadorian embassy in London thus avoiding 

extradition to Sweden and, possibly the U.S., under most probably fabricated charges, where the real motive of the 

U.S. and its allies is to punish him for purely journalistic work. And the list goes on and on. What distinguishes cases 

of all these people is that the charges brought against them are nominally non-political. 

And there is another, strict definition of “political prisoners” as people who are put into prison for attempts 

to exercise political freedom of speech. In this category were people imprisoned in the U.S.S.R. for “Anti-Soviet 

Agitation and Propaganda.” There is even no such or similar article in the Criminal Code of Russian Federation today. 

 

Некоторые из оппонентов Путина назвали это ханжеским жестом. Я так не думаю. 

В 2015-м году российская правозащитная группа «Мемориал» упоминала, что в России более 50 

человек находилось в тюрьме из-за своих политических взглядов. [С 2015-го года ситуация несколько 

ухудшилась. В декабре 2019-го года эти списки содержали 314 имен. Из них 250 принадлежали 

индивидуумам, лишенным свободы в связи с реализацией своей религиозной свободы, 64 относились к тем, 

кто был в заключении по другим политическим причинам. Многие из людей, которых «Мемориал» считает 

политическими заключенными в связи с реализацией их религиозной свободы, это Свидетели Иеговы. 

Свидетели Иеговы отличаются радикальным отрицанием некоторых важных функций современного 

государства, таких как «чрезмерное» образование для детей и вакцинации. В условиях России, где существует 

обязательная воинская повинность, отрицание последней вероятно также предмет особого беспокойства 

государства. Всеобщая воинская обязанность не очень популярна в России, и многие люди предпочли бы 

называться Свидетелями Иеговы лишь бы избежать воинской обязанности на религиозных основаниях.] 

Кремль отрицает, что в России есть политические заключенные.378 

Давайте подумаем, кого мы называем «политическими заключёнными». Если мы говорим о людях, 

которые заключены в тюрьму за обычные неполитические преступления, но в чьих делах могут быть 

сомнения о действительных мотивах правительства, то такие люди найдутся почти в каждой стране. 

 

    375 https://www.rt.com/politics/317172-putin-orders-to-erect-monument/ 

    376 http://www.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/putin-orders-memorial-to-victims-of-political-

repression/536325.html 

    377 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mordechai_Vanunu 

    378 http://www.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/putin-orders-memorial-to-victims-of-political-

repression/536325.html 



9.10 Years 
 

112 
 

В Израиле есть Вануну, которого выкрали из Европы за то, что он пытался привлечь внимание к 

проблеме нераспространения ядерного оружия; его осудили в Израиле по обвинению в измене и шпионаже и 

он провел 18 лет в тюрьме, из них 11 лет в одиночном заключении. Когда он освободился из тюрьмы в 2004-

м году, он подвергся целому ряду ограничений на его свободу слова и передвижения.379 Американские негры 

могут назвать людей, кого они считают политическими заключенными и которые находятся в заключении в 

настоящий момент. Ассанж находится под дипломатическим домашним арестом в эквадорском посольстве в 

Лондоне, избегая таким образом выдачи в Швецию и, возможно, в США, по скорее всего сфабрикованным 

обвинениям, в деле, где настоящий мотив США и их союзников заключается в том, чтобы наказать его за 

сугубо журналистскую работу. И этот список можно долго продолжать. Что выделяет дела всех этих людей, 

это то, что обвинения против них лишь номинально являются неполитическими. 

И есть другое, строгое определение «политических заключенных» как людей, которые заключены в 

тюрьму за попытку воспользоваться своей свободой слова. К этой категории принадлежали люди, 

осужденные В СССР за «Антисоветскую агитацию и пропаганду». Сейчас попросту нет такой или подобной 

статьи в Уголовном кодексе Российской Федерации. [PX=10] 

1142 

“Strangely, I sort of sympathize with the Russian point of view on this one.  It really looks like Syria comes down to 

choice between Assad and ISIS, with Assad being the lesser of two evils.” 

«Странно, но я как бы симпатизирую российской точке зрения по этому вопросу. Выглядит так, что Сирия 

приходит к выбору между Ассадом и Исламским Государством, где Ассад — меньшее из двух зол». 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: October 7, 2015. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Understanding. 

CONTEXT: Agreed. 

Согласен. [PX=10] 

 

1143 

“BBC said that the key to successful investment is to eliminate subconscious biases. This is totally applicable to 

foreign policy. Even I am trying to be objective in question of foreign policy. American biases are very obvious. That 

is why there is a mistake after a mistake. And the U.S. just doubles down on its biases.” 

«Би-Би-Си сказало, что ключ к успешному вложению капитала заключается в устранении подсознательных 

предпочтений. Даже я пытаюсь быть объективным в вопросе внешней политики. Американские 

предубеждения очень очевидны. Поэтому они совершают ошибку за ошибкой. И США только удваивает 

ставки на своих предубеждениях». 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: October 10, 2015. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: From the conversation with my wife. 

Из разговора с моей женой. [PX=10] 

 

1144 

“Western media, and especially BBC, are actively discussing the conclusions of the British inquiry into the death of 

Litvinenko and they are implicating the Russian state, including president Putin.” 

«Западные средства массовой информации, особенно Би-Би-Си, активно обсуждают выводы британского 

расследования смерти Литвиненко, и они возлагают вину на российское государство, включая президента 

Путина». 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: January 23, 2016. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: From the conversation with my wife. 

 

    379 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mordechai_Vanunu 
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Из разговора с моей женой. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: It is not completely proven that there was a hand of the top Russian officials in this murder. But 

even if we assume that this is true, the attempts to present this event as a unique violation of international law is really 

only a farce. President Obama signs hundreds of assassination orders, including those of U.S. citizens. Very often 

these assassinations cause deaths of innocent civilians. Mossad is covered with blood from top to toe by its 

extraterritorial assassinations. Usually these American and Israeli assassinations are aimed at suspected terrorists, but 

not only. Recently there have been assassinations of Iranian nuclear scientists which were attributed to the CIA and 

Mossad. In 2016 election cycle, Republican presidential candidates were openly bragging that “Iranian nuclear 

physicists should know that their lives are in danger from the United States”. But Western media gives only scant 

attention to these assassinations. So, the recent Western outcry about a ten-year-old assassination of Litvinenko looks 

hypocritical and staged. The world is imperfect and continues its imperfection. And that very much includes its 

supposedly advanced Western part. 

Полностью не доказано, что в этом убийстве была рука высшего российского руководства. Но даже 

если мы предположим, что это так, попытки представить это событие как уникальное нарушение 

международного права на самом деле всего лишь фарс. Президент Обама подписывает сотни приказов о 

покушениях, включая таковые на граждан США. Очень часто эти покушения вызывают смерть невинных 

гражданских лиц. Моссад покрыл себя кровью с ног до головы своими экстратерриториальными 

покушениями. Обычно эти американские и израильские покушения направлены на подозреваемых в 

терроризме, но и это не всегда. В последнее время были покушения на иранских физиков-ядерщиков, следы 

которых уходят к ЦРУ и Моссаду. Во время предвыборной кампании 2016-го года кандидаты в президенты 

от республиканской партии открыто хвастались, что «иранские ядерные физики должны знать, что их жизни 

находятся в опасности со стороны Соединенных Штатов». Но западные средства массовой информации 

только вскользь упоминают эти покушения. Так что недавнее возмущение Запада по поводу покушения на 

Литвиненко 10-летней давности выглядит ханжеским и постановочным. Мир несовершенен и продолжает 

быть несовершенным. И это включает его предположительно продвинутую западную часть. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: On January 25, 2016 BBC was saying: “Last week we reported that president Putin was linked 

to the murder of Litvinenko. Today, we are reporting that president Putin is corrupt.” This is nonsense. First of all, 

there was strong desire to link Putin to Litvinenko murder, but that is from being proven. Second, Putin does not need 

to be “corrupt” now because he has all the resources of Russian state at his disposal. And whatever he has now cannot 

be considered his property because he cannot take it with him if he stops being Russian president. 

This entire story has a taste of dirty propaganda. It has a ridiculous and comically pity aspect. What will they 

report next week? That president Putin is torturing adorable kittens? 

What is worse, it has also a more serious dimension. This unprecedented insult of a leader of a major world 

power, who is supported by close to 80 percent of his countrymen, looks like orchestrated by the Obama 

administration. It signals that Obama, instead of recognizing that Russia may have its own legitimate interests different 

from the West, closes the door for any improvement of relationships with Russia for himself and, possibly, for any 

following administration. Obama White House is demonstrating understanding of international relationships and 

gravity of its responsibilities on the world stage worthy of a Chicago street gang. 

 

25 января 2016-го года Би-Би-Си говорило: «На прошлой неделе мы сообщали, что президент Путин 

связан с убийством Литвиненко. Сегодня мы сообщаем, что президент Путин коррумпирован». Это 

бессмыслица. Во-первых, было сильное желание связать Путина с убийством Литвиненко, но это далеко не 

доказано. Во-вторых, Путину не нужно быть «коррумпированным» сейчас поскольку он имеет все ресурсы 

российского государства в своем распоряжении. И то, что он имеет сейчас, не может рассматриваться его 

собственностью, потому что он не может взять это с собой, если он перестанет быть российским президентом. 

Вся эта история имеет привкус грязной пропаганды. Она имеет абсурдный и комично жалкий 

аспекты. Что они сообщат на следующей неделе? Что президент Путин издевается над восхитительными 

маленькими котятами? 

Хуже то, что это имеет более серьезное измерение. Это беспрецедентное оскорбление лидера одной 

из главных мировых держав, которого поддерживают близко к 80 процентам его сограждан, выглядит 

инсценированным администрацией Обамы. Оно сигнализирует, что Обама, вместо того чтобы признать, что 

Россия может иметь свои законные интересы, отличные от интересов Запада, закрывает дверь для любых 

улучшений отношений с Россией для себя и, возможно, для любой последующей администрации. Белый дом 

Обамы демонстрирует понимание международных отношений и серьезности своих обязанностей на мировой 

арене достойные чикагской уличной банды. [PX=10] 
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"They are just people.” 

«Они просто люди». 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: 2015. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Seriously. 

CONTEXT: A family of one of our close Jewish friends emigrated from Russia to the U.S. more than 20 years ago. Over 

the years we have continued to have conversations on political and philosophical themes. Our friends have made a gradual 

evolution from being more “pro-American” to being more “realistic”. In one of our recent discussions they conceded: “We 

understand — Americans are just people”. Not “good people” or “bad people”, but “just people”. Many people in the 

Eastern Europe and Russia who belong to the “pro-American camp” have fantastic views of Americans. They do not have 

the luxury to spent 20 years in America to fully appreciate the significance of the simple fact that “Americans are just 

people”. 

 Семья одних из наших близких еврейских друзей эмигрировала из России в США более 20 лет назад. В 

течение этих лет мы продолжали обсуждения на политические и философские темы. Наши друзья проделали 

постепенную эволюцию от более «проамериканских» настроений к более «реалистичным». Во время одного из 

недавних обсуждений они признали: «Мы понимаем — американцы просто люди». Не «хорошие люди» или 

«плохие люди», а «просто люди». Многие в Восточной Европе и России, кто принадлежит к «проамериканскому 

лагерю» имеют фантастические представления об американцах. У них нет возможности провести 20 лет в 

Америке для того, чтобы полностью осознать важность простого факта, что «американцы — просто люди». 

[PX=10] 

 

1146 

"In this book I used the opportunity share some elements of my political philosophy.” 

«В этой книге я пользуюсь возможностью, чтобы поделиться некоторыми элементами моей политической 

философии». 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: 2015. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Seriously. 

CONTEXT: I am impatient to share my opinions on broadly understood “matters of political philosophy” because I have 

spent considerable amount of time in my life contemplating those matters. Also, I tend to think about competing ideologies 

and country outlooks as different “models” explaining “empirical realities”. If at any given moment I take a side of any 

such model that is only because I think that this particular model is more logical and is “more adequate to reality.” I am 

not afraid to include “well-designed and tested components” from different “models” into my “model” if I find that this 

would improve it. I tend to think that my life experience gave me a unique insight into the workings of different systems 

and that such insight helps in building a “model,” which “better fits empirical data.” 

 Я спешу поделиться своими мнениями о широко понятой «политической философии», потому что я 

потратил много времени в своей жизни раздумывая об этом предмете. Также я имею тенденцию думать о 

соревнующихся идеологиях и взглядах на вещи разных стран как о «моделях», объясняющих «эмпирическую 

реальность». Если в какой-то момент я беру сторону какой-то одной модели, то это только потому, что я думаю, 

что эта конкретная модель логичнее и «более адекватна реальности». Я не боюсь включать «хорошо 

сконструированные и отлаженные компоненты» из разных «моделей» в мою «модель», если я нахожу, что это 

улучшит ее. Я придерживаюсь мысли, что мой жизненный опыт дал мне уникальную возможность проникнуть в 

сущность разных систем и что это помогает в построении «модели», которая «лучше соответствует эмпирическим 

данным». [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-P: Perhaps that would be a good explanation why I have learned to dislike those politicians who are 

intellectually dishonest. 

 Возможно, это послужит хорошим объяснением, почему я научился недолюбливать политиков, которые 

интеллектуально не честны. [PX=10] 

 

1147 

"It seems that back in Russia we overestimated the degree of democracy, freedom of speech, respect for privacy, and 

non-totalitarianism in the United States.” 
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«Думается, что в свое время в России мы переоценивали степень демократии, свободы слова, уважения к 

прайвеси и не-тоталитарности в Соединённых Штатах». 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: 2015. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Seriously. 

CONTEXT: I keep remembering how in the beginning of my American life in response to my complements of its 

freedoms and spirit of independence I was told: “Do not underestimate the degree of coordination of this society.” 

Western societies have strong horizontal forces that keep them together, much stronger than in Russia social cohesion. I 

hate to admit it, but if Russian government was as democratic its Western counterparts that would bring Russians to a 

disadvantage. 

For example, the British people, with all their political freedoms, have much stronger social ties than Russians. 

In the beginning of the 1990s I spent a lot of time on business trips in London. At that time there were often scares about 

IRA bombings. Several times I was in the London underground when trains were stopped, and stations evacuated. I was 

always surprised by how calm and organized the British public was in these occasions. Nobody tried to protest, violate 

the order or even say a word of displeasure. Be in their place Russians, somebody would say or do something unexpected. 

Russians are natural anarchists. It is no accident that political anarchism originated from Russia with Bakunin. Leo 

Tolstoy illustrates  the Russian tendency for suspicion to religious authorities; Tolstoy’s religious teachings — 

characterized as anarcho-Christianity — are very dear to the Russian soul. Under conditions when the Russian state does 

not mobilize them, Russians naturally pull in different directions. By contrast the British even in comparatively 

unimportant situations demonstrate a remarkable sense of national solidarity, organization, and unity. 

Similar social forces are at play in other Western societies. 

The difference with the Soviet Union has turned out to be very relative. There is indeed a convergence between 

the systems in two old geo-political rivals, but not in a sense that theorists expected — it looks like all societies are 

evolving towards totalitarian forms of social control. 

 It took us more than 35 years of observing American political life from inside to realize that American mass 

media is so controlled that it does not argue against new wars of the government. There was only one case during these 

35 years when public opinion was so against a war that questions about the wisdom of government plans were asked. It 

was in August-September 2013, after the use of chemical weapons in Syria, when Obama wanted to use military force. 

During this time there were at least eight other American wars but not in one of the other cases were questions asked. 

Smart Americans realized this reality a long time ago. A very talented American scientist Noam Chomsky 25 

years ago published a book Media Control: The Spectacular Achievements of Propaganda380 in which he presents the 

case for exactly this observation. I have never seen Chomsky on any American TV channel — he is simply never called. 

Similarly, Stephen Cohen, who is the best Russian scholar in America, has been simply marginalized during Ukrainian 

crisis because he dared to disagree with prevalent official view. 

When I was dealing with one of my previous publishers about one of my books, I was not allowed to publish 

my opinions when I followed Stephen Cohen lead and argued against the orthodoxy on Ukrainian crisis. A variety of 

ridiculous pretexts were given, and delay tactics practiced, even though I paid my own money for the publication. The 

story continued for about a year during the peak of Ukrainian crisis, from June 2014 to spring 2015; and after the Minsk-

2 accord, in March 2015, without any explanation, I was proposed a refund of my money in lieu of printing the book. 

This is a far cry from the free “marketplace of ideas”, which was advertised to us when we lived in the Soviet Union. 

 

Я часто вспоминаю как в начале моей американской жизни на мои комплименты ее свободе и духу 

независимости мне ответили: «Не недооценивайте степень координации этого общества». Западные общества 

имеют мощные горизонтальные силы, которые держат их вместе, гораздо более сильную, чем России 

социальную сплоченность. Мне нехотя приходится признать, что, если бы российское правительство было бы 

таким же демократическим, как его западные напарники, это поставило бы русских в невыгодное положение. 

Например, англичане, при всех их политических свободах, имеют гораздо более сильные, чем русские, 

социальные связи, держащие их вместе. В начале 1990-х годов я проводил много времени в деловых 

командировках в Лондоне. В то время часто случались сообщения о возможных бомбах Ирландской 

республиканской армии. Несколько раз я находился в лондонском метро, когда поезда останавливались и 

станции эвакуировались. Я всегда поражался какой спокойной и организованной в этих случаях была английская 

публика. Никто не пытался протестовать, нарушать порядок или просто сказать слово недовольства. Будь на их 

месте русские, кто-нибудь бы да сказал или сделал что-то неожиданное. Русские — естественные анархисты. Не 

 

    380 Sociology: Chomsky ([1991/1997] 2002). 
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случайно политический анархизм происходит из России от Бакунина. Лев Толстой иллюстрирует русскую 

тенденцию относиться с подозрением к религиозным авторитетам; религиозные учения Толстого — 

характеризуемые как анархохристианство — дороги душе русского человека. Когда российское государство не 

мобилизует их, русские ведут себя кто в лес, кто по дрова. По контрасту англичане даже в относительно 

незначимых ситуациях проявляют замечательную степень национальной солидарности, организованности и 

единства. 

Похожие социальные силы действуют и в других западных обществах. 

 Разница с Советским Союзом оказалась очень относительной. На самом деле есть конвергенция между 

системами двух старых геополитических соперников, но не в том смысле, как этого ожидали теоретики; 

выглядит так, что все общества эволюционируют в сторону тоталитарных форм социального контроля. 

 Нам заняло более 35 лет наблюдения за американской политической жизнью изнутри, чтобы понять, 

что американские средства массовой информации настолько контролируются, что они не спорят против новых 

войн, затеваемых правительством. За эти 35 лет был только один случай, когда общественное мнение было 

настолько против войны, что были заданы вопросы о разумности планов правительства. Это было в августе-

сентябре 2013-го года, после использования химического оружия в Сирии, когда Обама хотел применить 

военную силу. За это время были по крайней мере восемь других американских войн. И ни в одном из остальных 

случаев вопросов не задавали. 

Умные американцы поняли это давно. Очень талантливый американский ученый Ноам Хомский 25 лет 

назад опубликовал книгу Контроль над средствами массовой информации: Потрясающие достижения 

пропаганды381, в которой он говорил как раз об этом. Я никогда не видел Хомского на американском 

телевидении — его просто никогда не зовут. Аналогично, Стивен Коэн, который является лучшим специалистом 

по России в Америке, был просто сделан маргиналом во время украинского кризиса, потому что он осмелился 

не согласиться с доминирующей официальной точкой зрения. 

Имея дело с одним из предыдущих издательств по поводу публикации одной из моих книг, мне не 

удалось опубликовать свои мнения, когда я последовал Стивену Коэну и представил аргументы против 

принятого взгляда на украинский кризис. Множество бессмысленных предлогов было выдумано и проволочек 

предложено, несмотря на то что я заплатил свои собственные деньги за публикацию. История продолжалась 

около года во время пика украинского кризиса, с июня 2014 по весну 2015; и после соглашений по Минску-2, в 

марте 2015, без объяснения причин мне просто предложили вернуть деньги вместо публикации книги. Это очень 

далеко от свободного «рынка идей», который рекламировался нам, когда мы жили в Советском Союзе. [PX=10] 

 

1148 

"The world seems to be divided into two parts: the part controlled by the Western powers and the part controlled by Russia 

and China.” 

«Похоже, что мир разделился на две части: контролируемую западными державами и контролируемую Россией 

и Китаем». 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: 2016. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Seriously. 

CONTEXT: The CIA agents do not like appearing in Russia or China — they do not like even food there. They are much 

more comfortable eating completely uneatable food in some underdeveloped country on the Western side of the divide 

where they can get respectable treatment. They are at home in the West, but not in a sense that regular people understand 

it. For example, intelligence agents can organize a fake road accident to delay a target of surveillance when they are in the 

process of surreptitious entry of his residence in the U.S. It is not a problem to do it, because the FBI and CIA say they are 

“at home” here. In Moscow or Beijing, they sense they are not in control. 

 Агенты ЦРУ не любят появляться в России или Китае — им не нравится даже еда там. Они чувствуют 

себя гораздо более комфортабельно, питаясь совершенно несъедобной едой в какой-нибудь слаборазвитой стране 

на западной стороне баррикады, где они могут получать уважительное к себе отношение. Они дома на Западе, но 

не в смысле, который вкладывают обыкновенные люди. Например, агенты разведки могут организовать 

фальшивое дорожное происшествие, чтобы задержать объекта слежки, когда они осуществляют потайное 

посещение его дома в США. Это не составляет проблемы, поскольку ФБР и ЦРУ говорят, что они «дома» здесь. 

В Москве или Пекине они чувствуют, что они не контролируют ситуацию. [PX=10] 

 

 

    381 Sociology: Chomsky ([1991/1997] 2002). 
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“The difference between Russia and America is that on a public level Russians find themselves restricted in certain periods 

of their history. But in their ‘kitchen talks’ Russians are very free and original thinkers. Americans on a private level seem 

thoroughly incapable of independent thinking on political, social, and philosophical issues and of any thinking at all: they 

are engaged in a ‘small talk’ and if they ever express any opinions on political or social issues their opinions are 

indistinguishable from their boring and hypocritical official propaganda.” 

«Разница между Россией и Америкой в том, что на общественном уровне русские в определенные периоды своей 

истории находят себя ограниченными. Но в своих кухонных разговорах русские очень свободные и оригинальные 

мыслители. Американцы на частном уровне совершенно неспособны к самостоятельному мышлению на 

политические, социальные и философские предметы и на любое мышление вообще: они заняты «разговорами на 

мелкие темы» и, если они когда-либо выражают какие-либо мнения на политические или социальные темы, их 

мнения практически неразличимы от скучной и ханжеской официальной пропаганды». 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: April 17, 2016. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Seriously. 

CONTEXT: From the conversation with my wife. 

Из разговора с моей женой. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-H: There is a very tiny percentage of American population, which primarily can be found in the 

academic life of the few very best universities, where you can find some approximation to the intensity of Russian “kitchen 

talk”. But 99.99 percent of Americans do have such talks as part of their culture. In Russia, for sure, at least 15 percent of 

the population who happen have higher education, actively think. In reality, the segment of thinking Russian population is 

probably more than that 15 percent. 

 Not surprisingly, most of the U.S. politicians come from the prevalent American not-thinking culture. Most of 

them are engaged in banal groupthink and regard any expression of independent thinking as a dangerous heresy. 

 

Существует очень маленький процент американского населения, который в основном может быть 

найден в академических кругах небольшого числа самых лучших университетов, где вы можете найти некоторое 

приближение к интенсивности русских «кухонных разговоров». Но 99.99 процентов американцев не имеют такие 

разговоры частью своей культуры. В России, наверняка, по меньшей мере, 15 процентов населения, которые 

имеют высшее образование, думают активно. В реальности, доля думающего российского населения наверно 

больше, чем эти 15 процентов. 

Не удивительно, что большинство политиков США происходят из основной не-думающей американской 

культуры. Большинство из них заняты банальным групповым мышлением и считают любые проявления 

независимого мышления опасной ересью. [PX=10] 
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“What strikes me in the critique by Russian dissidents of the Russian government is that this critique can be very easily 

applied to the United States.” 

«Что поражает меня в критике российскими диссидентами правительства России это то, что эта критика может 

быть очень легко применена по отношению к Соединенным Штатам». 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: May 6, 2016. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Seriously. 

CONTEXT: From the conversation with my wife. 

Из разговора с моей женой. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: I have a habit of watching dissident Russian TV channel “Echo of Moscow” (in Russia it broadcasts 

as a radio). Russian dissidents are sharply critical of the Russian government and often contrast the state of affairs in Russia 

with the West. But after many years living in the U.S. I can say that America hugely deserves similar criticism. 

Nevertheless, I rarely hear such criticism from the representatives of the Soviet and Russian emigration. I personally know 

many people who were very critical of the government in the Soviet Union, but refuse to apply the same universal values 

and the same logic to the U.S. I heard such justification of this refusal to criticize: “My life in America is good, therefore 

I do not criticize this country.” The first thing which comes to mind is that someone should not be “bought” by comfortable 

material life, and if the criticism of the Soviet or Russian system was driven by universal values, the same values should 

be applicable in any other country. But then I realize that maybe we have a tendency to overestimate the “value part” of 
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our anti-Soviet/anti-Russian criticism. In some sense it is natural that people react in their attitudes to material side of life. 

Let us remember this last point — we will return to it in a moment. 

 It is important to have adequate picture of the world — may be the world is not created the way we wish. 

Otherwise, Russian dissidents, who have on their side 15 percent of Russia’s population in their sharply critical attitude to 

the Russian government, would be like a lighthouse, which gives wrong signals, and would only lead Russian people to 

the sandbanks again, like they did in the 1990s. Because in purely material terms the 1990s were a disaster. According the 

World Bank, Russia’s GDP in current prices from 1992 to 2000 contracted from 460 billion dollars to 260 billion dollars382, 

that is almost two times. In constant dollars the contraction was even more severe. Let us not kid ourselves: the 1990s, so 

loved by most of Russia’s liberal dissidents, gave an example of incompetent stewardship of economy. Whether we like it 

or not, the economy is the basis of the life of the society, including such goodies as democracy and human rights. In this 

sense Russian “liberals” of the 1990s were destroying the basis for democracy and human rights. And again, whether we 

sympathize with Russian government or not, it gave a spectacular increase in GDP in current prices from 2000 to 2013 

from 260 billion dollars to 2,080 billion383, that is 8 times, and thus worked on creation of the material foundation of 

democracy and human rights in Russia. This not an empty statement: in my other book Quality of Life, Balance of Power, 

and Nuclear Weapons I give a statistical estimate of the relationship between material basis (economy plus education and 

health care) and political superstructure (in the form of democratic institutions and human rights). It shows a substantial 

positive correlation. Thus, Russian government deserves credit for objectively working in the direction, in which Russian 

dissidents seem to want to go. 

 Let us return to my observation that immigrants from the former Soviet Union are so ready to put aside their 

value-driven criticism when given comfortable material life in America and try to come to terms with it. To work on the 

improvement of Russian economy is the important task, whether you want just good material life or wish also to have 

strong military, democracy, and human rights. This may mean a necessary reduction of temperature of criticism of Russian 

government and shift towards more practical things like management of the economy, improvement of education and 

health care. The economy cannot be transformed overnight, and its improvement requires a long-term strategy. It is literally 

a work of generations and requires from Russians not to create unnecessary illusions about supposed virtues of Western 

societies, but to be as pragmatic and hard-working, as Western people. 

 

У меня есть привычка смотреть российский диссидентский телевизионный канал «Эхо Москвы» (в 

России он передается по радио). Российские диссиденты резко критикуют российское правительство и часто 

контрастируют положение вещей в России с Западом. Но после многих лет проживания в США я могу 

освидетельствовать, что Америка очень заслуживает аналогичную критику. Тем не менее, я редко слышу такую 

критику от представителей советской и российской эмиграции. Я лично знаю многих людей, которые были очень 

критически настроены по отношению к правительству в Советском Союзе, но отказываются применять те же 

универсальные ценности и ту же логику к США. Мне приходилось слышать такое оправдание этого отказа от 

критики: «Я живу хорошо в Америке, поэтому я не критикую эту страну». Первое, что приходит на ум, это то, 

что нельзя «продаваться» на комфортабельные материальные условия жизни, и что, если критика советской или 

российской системы основывалась на универсальных ценностях, то эти же ценности должны быть применимы к 

любой другой стране. Но потом я осознаю, что мы, возможно, имеем склонность переоценивать «ценностную 

часть» нашей антисоветской/антирусской критики. В каком-то смысле естественно, что люди реагируют на 

материальную сторону жизни. Постараемся запомнить это последнее наблюдение — мы вернемся к нему немного 

погодя. 

 Важно иметь адекватную картину мира — может быть мир не создан таким, как мы хотели бы. В 

противном случае российские диссиденты, которые в своем остро критическом отношении к российскому 

правительству имеют на своей стороне 15 процентов населения, будут как маяк, который дает неправильные 

сигналы, и только вновь приведут людей России на мель, как они это сделали в 1990-х годах. Потому что чисто в 

материальных терминах 1990-е годы были катастрофой. По данным Мирового Банка, ВВП России в текущих 

ценах сократился с 1992 по 2000 с 460 млрд. долл. до 260 млрд. долл.384, т. е. почти вдвое. В постоянных долларах 

сокращение было еще более глубоким. Не будем заблуждаться: 1990-е годы, так любимые российскими 

либеральными диссидентами, дали пример некомпетентного управления экономикой. Нравится нам это или нет, 

экономика — это базис жизни общества, включая такие «хорошие вещи» как демократия и права человека. В этом 

 

    382 The numbers of GDP at market exchange rates, rounded to the nearest $10 billion, are from the April 2016 

edition of the World Bank World Development Indicators Online. 

    383 Ibid. 

    384 The numbers of GDP at market exchange rates, rounded to the nearest $10 billion, are from the April 2016 

edition of the World Bank World Development Indicators Online. 
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смысле российские «либералы» 1990-х годов разрушали основу демократии и прав человека. И опять же, 

симпатизируете ли вы российскому правительству или нет, оно дало необыкновенный рост ВВП в текущих ценах 

с 2000 по 2013 с 260 млрд. долл. до 2,080 млрд. долл.385, т. е. в 8 раз, и таким образом работало на создание 

материальной базы демократии и прав человека в России. Это не безосновательное заявление: в другой моей 

книге Качество жизни, баланс держав и ядерное оружие я даю статистическую оценку взаимоотношению между 

материальной базой (экономикой плюс образованием и здравоохранением) и политической надстройкой (в форме 

демократических институтов и прав человека). Она показывает существенную положительную корреляцию. Так 

что российское правительство заслуживает благодарности за то, что оно объективно работало в направлении, в 

котором российские диссиденты, по всей видимости, хотят идти. 

 Вернемся к моему наблюдению, что иммигранты из бывшего Советского Союза так легко забывают о 

ценностной критике, когда получают комфортабельную материальную жизнь в Америке. Попытаемся осмыслить 

его. Работа над улучшением российской экономики это важная задача, хотим ли мы только хорошей 

материальной жизни или еще сильной обороны, демократии и прав человека. Это может означать необходимое 

уменьшение температуры критики российского правительства и переориентацию к более практическим вещам, 

таким как управление экономикой, улучшение образования и здравоохранения. Экономика не может быть 

изменена в одночасье и ее улучшение требует долговременной стратегии. Это буквально работа поколений и 

требует от россиян не создавать неоправданных иллюзий о предполагаемых добродетелях западных обществ, а 

быть такими же прагматичными и готовыми тяжело работать, как и западные люди. [PX=10] 
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“Rebellion against hypocrisy is one of the biggest motivations in human history.” 

«Бунт против ханжества является одним из главных побудительных мотивов в человеческой истории». 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: April-May 2016. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Agreement. 

CONTEXT: In the spring of 2016, there was a program on BBC about the history of human rights. They talked about 

the origins of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. A university professor who was commenting on that said 

in the whole history, including such key events as the French Revolution of 1789 and its Declaration of the Rights of 

Man and of the Citizen, the rebellion against “hypocrisy and double standards” was one of the main motivations of 

people. 

Весной 2016-го года была передача на Би-Би-Си об истории прав человека. В ней говорили о 

происхождении Всеобщей декларации прав человека. Университетский профессор, комментировавший это, 

сказал, что во всей истории, включая такие важные события, как Великая французская революция 1789-го 

года и ее Декларация прав человека и гражданина, бунт против «ханжества и двойных стандартов» был одним 

из главнейших побудительных мотивов людей. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-H: The British professor on BBC used exactly the term “hypocrisy and double standards”. 

Curiously enough, nowadays it is Russians on both sides of the Atlantic who raise the issue of “double standards”. 

Британский профессор на Би-Би-Си использовал буквальный термин «ханжество и двойные 

стандарты». Примечательно, что сегодня это русские на обеих сторонах Атлантики, которые поднимают 

вопрос о «двойных стандартах». [PX=10] 
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“The ban of ‘clean’ Russian athletes from Rio Olympics under the banner that the international anti-doping agency 

cannot guarantee that those Russian athletes are indeed clean has exactly the same human origins as the fact that for 

35 years they have poisoned my life in the U.S. under the pretext that I might be a spy. Basically, it is a bias, a political 

vendetta, and a simple desire to eliminate the competition.” 

«Запрет «чистых» русских атлетов от участия в олимпиаде в Рио-де-Жанейро под предлогом, что 

международное антидопинговое агентство не может гарантировать, что эти русские атлеты на самом деле 

чисты, имеет тот же человеческий источник, как и факт, что 35 лет мне портят жизнь в Америке под 

предлогом, что я могу быть шпионом. В основе своей это — предрассудки, политическая вендетта и простое 

желание устранить конкурента». 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: June 17, 2016. 

 

    385 Ibid. 
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FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Outrage. 

CONTEXT: From the conversation with my wife. 

Из разговора с моей женой. [PX=10] 
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“— These ‘security officials’ have acquired tremendous power. They are creating a totalitarian state and 

completely oblivious of the consequences. 

— They think they always will be the ‘controlling’ ones, not the ‘controlled’.” 

«— Эти представители «служб безопасности» набрали огромную власть. Они создают тоталитарное 

государство и совершенно не сознают последствий. 

— Они думают, что они всегда будут «контролирующими», а не «контролируемыми».» 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: June 17, 2016. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm observation. 

CONTEXT: From the conversation with my wife. 

Из разговора с моей женой. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: Today, a former homeland security official discussed on CNN the security around the perpetrator 

of June 12, 2016 Orlando terrorist act. She said that because he was interviewed twice by the FBI, the local police and his 

employer should have been notified and should have kept an eye on him. (Fusion Centers, Joint Terrorism Task Forces 

(JTTFs), and the Director of National Intelligence (DNI) Information Sharing Environment (ISE), which exist now, are 

designed for that purpose of sharing of law enforcement information.) She asked indignantly why this was not done. 

 I could not but notice that within her frame of reference and logic the same should be applicable to such non-

terrorist “Russian spy suspects” as me. 

 

 Сегодня одна бывшая официальная представительница Департамента внутренней безопасности 

обсуждала на Си-Эн-Эн меры безопасности вокруг человека, совершившего террористический акт в Орландо 12 

июля 2016-го года. Она сказала, что поскольку его дважды допрашивало ФБР, оно должно было уведомить 

местную полицию и работодателя этого человека, которые должны были следить за ним. (Центры объединения 

информации, Объединенные антитеррористические рабочие группы и Окружающая среда совместного 

пользования информацией Директора национальной разведки, которые сейчас существуют, предназначены для 

этой цели — для распространения правоохранительной информации.) Она вопрошала возмущенно, почему это 

не было сделано. 

 Я не мог не заметить, что в рамках ее системы рассуждений и, применяя ее логику, то же самое должно 

относиться к таким не террористическим «подозреваемым русским шпионам» как и я. [PX=10] 

 

1154 

“— Obama is trying to erect maximum obstacles on the way of the incoming administration of Donald Trump in 

case the latter would try to improve Russian-American relations. 

— He has already burned bridges with Israel, the other country which is important for the U.S. and with which 

they will have to maintain relations.” 

«— Обама пытается создать максимальные препятствия на пути новой администрации Дональда Трампа 

на случай, если последняя попытается улучшить русско-американские отношения. 

— Он уже сжег мосты с Израилем, другой страной, которая важна для США и с которой они должны 

будут поддерживать отношения.» 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: December 29, 2016. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm observation. 

CONTEXT: From the conversation with my wife. 

Из разговора с моей женой. [PX=10] 
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METACONTEXT-A: President Obama struck back at Russia on Thursday, December 29, 2016, for its alleged influence 

on the 2016 elections, ejecting 35 Russian intelligence operatives from the United States and imposing sanctions on 

Russia’s two leading intelligence services.386 

This action relies on the assessment of the U.S. intelligence community. My wife and I have no trust in these 

findings. Some reports in American media indicate that the conclusion about Russian intelligence interference in the 

2016 elections is based on a conjecture. This assessment of the American intelligence may well go in history along 

with the infamous opinion of the CIA about Iraqi WMDs, which was the pretext for the invasion of that country and 

led to the destabilization of the Middle East. 

Usually, it is somehow assumed that behind its shield of secrecy American intelligence knows more than the 

public. Sometimes they do know more, may be even often they do know more, but also often they do not know 

anything or may be very mistaken, and secrecy only serves to cover their lack of knowledge and their failures. The 

story of my family and me — where they have kept us under surveillance for decades as suspected Soviet/Russian 

spies — shows that they can be damn incompetent in the most obvious of cases. 

Also, from all the discussions in the mainstream media is missing mentioning of how the U.S. intelligence 

itself is interfering in other countries’ elections. Pike report of the committee of the House of Representatives about 

the activities of the CIA documented that 29 percent of all covert operations of the CIA since 1965 have been aimed 

at interference in foreign elections. This report is forbidden from publication in the U.S. A copy of the report was 

smuggled to the United Kingdom and published in London. All people who are in intelligence services or who are 

elementary curious know about this report. But in the United States the government takes all measures to hide it from 

its own people. You are not supposed to discuss it in a polite company, let alone on major TV networks. As a result, 

instead of discussing the international rules of the game for intelligence services, the public is now being barraged by 

statements of the outraged American intelligence operatives who themselves are involved in dirty tricks in other 

countries’ elections. The CIA and the whole intelligence community in relation to the outside world look like a parent 

who tells his children: “Do as I say, not as I do”. 

 

Президент Обама нанес ответный удар по России в четверг, 29 декабря 2016-го года, за ее 

предполагаемое влияние на выборы 2016-го года, выслав 35 российских офицеров разведки из Соединенных 

Штатов и наложив санкции на две ведущие российские разведки.387  
Это было основано на заключении разведывательного сообщества США. У моей жены и у меня нет 

никакого доверия к этим выводам. Некоторые сообщения в американской медиа говорят, что эти выводы 

базируются на том, что кажется, а не на доказательствах. Это заключение американской разведки имеет все 

шансы войти в историю наравне с печально известным мнением ЦРУ об оружии массового поражения в 

Ираке, которое послужило поводом для вторжения в эту страну и привело дестабилизации Ближнего Востока. 

Почему-то обычно считается, что за своей завесой секретности американская разведка знает больше, 

чем общественность. Иногда они знают больше, и, может быть, даже часто знают больше, но также часто они 

не знают ничего или очень заблуждаются, и секретность только служит ширмой для скрытия их незнания и 

их неудач. История нашей семьи и меня — где они содержали нас под слежкой в течение десятилетий как 

подозреваемых советских/русских шпионов — показывает, что они могут быть потрясающе некомпетентны 

в самых очевидных случаях. 

Также во всех обсуждениях в основных средствах массовой информации отсутствует упоминание 

того, как американская разведка сама вмешивается в выборы в других странах. Отчет Пайка комитета Палаты 

представителей о деятельности ЦРУ задокументировал, что 29 процентов всех скрытых операций ЦРУ после 

1965-го года были направлены на вмешательство в чужие выборы. Публикация этого отчета запрещена в 

США. Копия отчета была контрабандно переправлена в Великобританию и опубликована в Лондоне. Все 

люди, работающие в разведках или элементарно любознательные, знают об этом отчете. Но в Соединенных 

Штатах правительство предпринимает все меры, чтобы скрывать его от собственного народа. Не принято 

обсуждать его в интеллигентной компании, не говоря уже о главных телевизионных шоу. В результате, вместо 

обсуждения международных правил игры для разведок общественность сейчас подвергается барражу 

заявлений возмущенных работников американской разведки, которые сами заняты темными делишками в 

выборах других стран. ЦРУ и все разведывательное сообщество по отношению к остальному миру выглядит 

как родитель, который говорит своим детям: «Делайте как я вам говорю, а не так как я делаю сам». [PX=10] 

 

    386 http://www.nytimes.com/2016/12/29/us/politics/russia-election-hacking-sanctions.html?_r=0 

    387 http://www.nytimes.com/2016/12/29/us/politics/russia-election-hacking-sanctions.html?_r=0 
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“I like him. But they do not want to admit they have been after a good man. We received a warrant and the next day 

the car arrived.” 

«Мне он нравится. Но они не хотят признать, что гонялись за хорошим человеком. Мы получили ордер [на 

подслушивание автомобиля] и на следующий день машина прибыла.» 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: March 2017. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Sympathy. 

CONTEXT: At the end of November 2016 we ordered a new car. The car was given to us in March 2017. 

 В конце ноября 2016-го года мы заказали новую машину. В марте 2017-го года ее нам дали. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: “He crossed the line with this Folklore Unit. He probably snapped when he wrote it.” No, I did 

not snap, and this Folklore Unit is as real as it can be. 

 «Он пересек черту дозволенного с этой Фольклорной единицей. У него, наверно, был 

психологический срыв, когда он ее писал.» Нет, у меня не было психологического срыва и эта Фольклорная 

единица реальна настолько, насколько это может быть. [PX=10] 

 

1156 

“— You are scheming to give a lover to a great man. He just needs a good raise. 

— [Unclear] 

— It is your problem.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: May 21, 2017. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Sympathy. 

CONTEXT: I overheard this conversation of strangers and told my wife about that next day and said that I agreed. 

The problem is they mix business and politics. They do not want to admit they gave me a good raise. In the 

current political climate, I would have been fired long time ago if I were not a good computer programmer. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: A later commentary of the strangers to my commentary was: “He knows well we are watching 

him,” and “If anybody he deserves it.” 

It is remarkable that my conversation with my wife was very short and occurred in a private setting in a noisy 

café. Nevertheless, it was apparently picked up. That speaks to the fact how closely I am being monitored. [PX=10] 

 

1157 

“— ‘The Post’ is a good movie. I wonder if people are making the connection to today’s heroes in similar 

situations: Julian Assange and Edward Snowden. 

— There were reports that the darling of the Democratic Party, Hillary Clinton, seriously suggested an 

assassination of Assange when she the Secretary of State. 

— The 1971 Supreme Court decision about the freedom of the press was made possible by the Vietnam War 

and the popular outrage about it. Nixon did not dare to prosecute Daniel Ellsberg who provided secret Pentagon Papers 

to The New York Times and Washington Post, but Assange’s source, Chelsea Manning, got real prison time. 

— In the movie, they often change phones to avoid wiretapping. The USA-Patriot Act allowed roving wiretaps 

that follow the person being wiretapped, no matter from which phone he speaks, the wiretapping is moving with him 

— today’s technology allows it. 

— Yes, it is not 1971.” 

«— «Вашингтон Пост» хороший фильм. Меня интересует делают ли люди связь с сегодняшними героями 

в аналогичных ситуациях: Джулианом Ассанджем и Эдвардом Сноуденом. 

— Были сообщения, что любимица Демократической партии, Хиллари Клинтон, всерьез предлагала 

покушение на Ассанджа в бытность свою государственным секретарем. 

— Решение Верховного суда 1971-го года о свободе печати стало возможным из-за вьетнамской войны 

и всенародным ею возмущением. Никсон не осмелился привлечь к уголовной ответственности Даниеля 

Эллсберга, который предоставил секретные «Бумаги Пентагона» Нью-Йорк Таймс и Вашингтон Пост, но 

источник Ассанджа, Челси Мэннинг получил реальное тюремное заключение. 

— В фильме они часто меняют телефоны, чтобы избежать прослушивания. Закон Патриот-США 

разрешил подвижное подслушивание, не важно по какому телефону говорит человек, подслушивание 

передвигается с ним — сегодняшняя технология позволяет это. 



9.10 Years 
 

123 
 

— Да, сейчас не 1971-й год.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: January 13, 2018. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Sympathy. 

CONTEXT: Today, my wife and I saw the Steven Spielberg’s movie “The Post” with Meryl Streep and Tom Hanks 

about the history of the publication of the government “Pentagon Papers”. We saw this film with enthusiasm and had 

this discussion about its today’s implications afterward. 

Сегодня моя жена и я посмотрели фильм Стивена Спилберга «Вашингтон Пост», с Мерил Стрип и 

Томом Ханксом в главных ролях, об истории публикации правительственных «Бумаг Пентагона». Мы 

смотрели этот фильм с энтузиазмом и после просмотра имели это обсуждение об его сегодняшнем смысле. 

[PX=10] 

 

1158 

"I would like to be among 20 percent who say that 2 by 2 is 4, but not among 60 percent who say that it is 5.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1988. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Pride. 

CONTEXT: From the conversation with my daughter J.L.A. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: I am fully aware of association this Folklore Unit can cause. 20 percent is roughly the portion 

of American public who are liberal (left) Democrats or conservative (right) Republicans. There may be tendency to 

dismiss twenty percent as a mark of radicals. 

          Of course, in a fully developed democracy majority rules. And it is one of the tenets of pragmatism (which not 

accidentally was born in American democracy) that the criteria of truth is its acceptance by a majority of people. It is 

easy to believe in the wisdom of majority in America with its more than 200 years of democracy and 300 years of 

freedom of speech and local self-government. But people who came from the former Soviet Union are usually more 

cautious about making opinion of the majority a criterion of truth. After all, not long time ago in the Soviet Union 

99 percent of the people believed in nonsense and a few people who were smart enough to question it were in danger 

of being confined in psychiatric hospitals. As my one friend from the former Soviet Union puts it, the majority of 

people are unqualified to judge the truthfulness of the general theory of relativity. You need specialized knowledge 

for that. Similarly, the majority of people is not necessarily knowledgeable enough in all political questions for 

they too require specialized education and training. 

          The question of truth is a very relative one. Even in America, blessed by its democratic traditions, it is often not 

so straightforward. Beware of supermajorities even in democracies; new development of thought starts from a 

minority. In a democracy, of course, we always try to prove the correctness of our point of view to the majority. But 

looking at today’s dissidents, who knows where there is a future commonly accepted truth and where there is a blind 

alley? [PX=10] 

 

1170 

"— Alex overcompensates for the difficulties that he had in his early American life — he has become an 

overachiever. 

— He has a strong and smart Super-Ego and finds his psychic balance on a very high level.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1988. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Thinking. 

CONTEXT: Psychoanalyzing. [PX=10] 

 

1171 

“He is not just ‘not stupid’ — he is extremely blessed.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1988. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Approvingly. 

CONTEXT: A manager at work after a particular successful project. [PX=10] 
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1172 

"Alex is the wrong bright.” 

"The neat wrong bright.” 

"Wrong god.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1988. 

FRQ: Many times. 

EMOTION: Disapprovingly. 

CONTEXT: I wonder if these people are serious. Never been a “god-maniac”, but a cynical approach to “right” and 

“wrong” gods is remarkable. 

My wife notes: “Anti-Russian xenophobia is blossoming.” Our friends at work agree: Russians, Russian 

Jews, Russian dissidents ― the powerful people of this world (powers that be of America) see everybody in hell. The 

slogan of the day is: “Do not bless Alex.” [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: On the week of February 28, 2020 xenophobia progressed to open hatred: “Smart shit”. 

 The point is that on that week the stock market had been going down the whole week on the fears of 

coronavirus. As far we are concerned, we had been invested in the stock market when it was going up and changed to 

CDs before the market plunged. Greed + xenophobia = hatred. [PX=10] 

 

1173 

“As a former head of Israeli domestic intelligence once noted on one Russian political TV show, Western intelligence 

are very good in technology of surveillance, but suffers from very bad in analytics. They can literally watch your 

every word and move but they have very little understanding whom they need to watch. They have very poor 

understanding of the psychology and culture of people from the former Communist countries. As a result they probably 

often watch many people from the former Soviet Union ‘just in case’, because the technology allows it but not because 

they have clear understanding why they are doing it.” 

«Как однажды заметил бывший глава израильской внутренней разведки на одном из российских 

политических телевизионных шоу, западная разведка имеет очень хорошую технологию слежки, но страдает 

от очень слабой аналитики. Они могут следить буквально за каждым вашим словом и движением, но имеют 

очень плохое понимание за кем нужно следить. Они плохо понимают психологию и культуру людей из 

бывших коммунистических стран. В результате они скорее всего часто следят за многими людьми из бывшего 

Советского Союза «на всякий случай», только потому что технология позволяет это, а не потому, что они 

имеют ясное представление, зачем они это делают.» 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: May 09, 2018. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: With amusement. 

CONTEXT: From a discussion with my wife. 

Из разговора с моей женой. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-P: The fact that they are not clear why they are doing it means that some psychoanalysis should be 

applied. 

Тот факт, что у них нет ясного представления, зачем они это делают, означает, что требуется немного 

психоанализа. [PX=10] 

 

1174 

“What an interesting art had existed in the late Soviet Union!” 

«Какое все-таки интересное искусство существовало в позднем Советском Союзе!» 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: July, 2018. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Amazement. 

CONTEXT: From a discussion with my wife after watching a program on the Russian TV Channel One about the art 

of the 1970s-1980s in the Soviet Union. 

Из разговора с моей женой после просмотра программы по российскому телевизионному Первому 

Каналу об искусстве 1970-х-1980-х годов в Советском Союзе. [PX=10] 
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METACONTEXT-H: The totalitarian system established by Lenin in the Soviet Union did not depend on the 

conditions in which its citizens lived; it had everything under control and was designed to withstand any external 

pressure. We thought it would exist for at least the next hundred years. It was a miracle that people in the country 

managed to overcome this inhumane system. That might be thanks to wonderful and extraordinary art, which existed 

in the late Soviet Union — because art is the soul of the people. 

 Тоталитарная система, которую Ленин создал в Советском Союзе, не зависела от условий, в которых 

жили ее граждане; она контролировала все и была построена так, что могла выстоять против любого внешнего 

давления. Мы думали она просуществует по меньшей мере еще следующие 100 лет. Было чудо, что люди в 

стране смогли перебороть эту бесчеловечную систему. Это может быть произошло благодаря замечательному 

и выдающемуся искусству, существовавшему в позднем Советском Союзе, — потому что искусство есть душа 

народа. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: That is a riddle which Western people have difficulty grasping. 

 В этом загадка, которую западным людям трудно понять. [PX=10] 

 

1176 

“Our Company has a New York office, staffed with programmers from the former Soviet Union, and overseas 

departments. In the overseas departments, in regions like Latin America and South-East Asia, people, having long lived 

under capitalism with America at the head, are accustomed to be ‘Yes-men’ towards Anglo-Saxon high management. 

The only people in our Company who have their own opinions are ‘Russians’ and that tremendously irritates our high 

management. It is difficult to say what are the roots of this culture clash. For one thing, ‘Russians’ still remember that 

they were a superpower. But probably even more important is the fact that for 70 years in the Soviet Union it was 

impossible to fire people. That created a different culture at work where people were not so much afraid of the 

management. In general, former Soviet ‘Russians’ carry with them attitudes at work unusual for America. In American 

companies typically exists a very individualistic atmosphere where everybody is for himself and professional questions 

and answers are very limited. In our New York office there is no shame to ask and no shame to help. That set of attitudes 

is very alien for our American high management and our overseas departments. Our high management looks at cultural 

attitudes of ‘Russians’ as a form of subversion of their powers.” 

«У нашей Компании есть нью-йоркское отделение, в котором работают программисты из бывшего Советского 

Союза, и заморские отделения. В заморских отделениях, в таких регионах как Латинская Америка и Юго-

Восточная Азия, работники, имея опыт долгой жизни при капитализме с Америкой во главе, привыкли быть 

людьми, всегда отвечающими «да» англосаксонскому высокому начальству. «Русские» являются 

единственными людьми в нашей Компании, которые имеют собственное мнение, и это чрезвычайно раздражает 

наше высокое начальство. Трудно сказать, в чем корни этого столкновения культур. С одной стороны, «русские» 

еще помнят, что они были сверхдержавой. Но, наверно, еще более важно то, что в течение 70 лет в Советском 

Союзе было невозможно никого уволить. Это создало особую культуру на работе, где люди не очень боялись 

начальства. Вообще, бывшие советские «русские» несут с собой необычные для Америки отношения на работе. 

В американских компаниях обычно существует очень индивидуалистическая атмосфера, при которой каждый 

сам за себя и профессиональные вопросы и ответы очень ограничены. В нашем нью-йоркском отделении не 

стыдно спросить и не стыдно помочь. Эти отношения очень чужды нашему американскому высокому 

начальству и нашим заморским отделениям. Наше высокое начальство смотрит на культуру отношений 

«русских» как на форму подрывной деятельности по отношению к их власти.» 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: November 03, 2018. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Contemplation. 

CONTEXT: From a discussion with my friend. 

Из разговора с моим другом. [PX=10] 

 

1177 

“When we talk about Scandinavian countries, we often mean Sweden. The whole world likes Swedes. Sweden gave 

an example of an ideal modern polity. But some degree of introspection is in order. It is difficult to be a Swede. Every 

society is based on a certain type of citizens.” 

«Швеция дала идеал современного общественного устройства. Когда мы говорим о скандинавских странах, 

мы часто имеем в виду Швецию. Весь мир любит шведов. Но тут необходима определенная интроспекция. 

Быть шведом трудно. Каждое общество основывается на определенном типе граждан.» 
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[PX=10] 

PERIOD: January 09, 2019. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Introspection. 

CONTEXT: There was a program on Russian TV with Vladimir Pozner and Ivan Urgant about Sweden. A few major 

observations about Sweden were in the conclusion of this program, among them individualism, unbelievable trust in 

democracy and tolerance, and “duktig” — a habit of being decent, of doing everything well, of being hard-working. 

 But there seems to be a feature of a Swedish people, which is especially difficult to emulate.  It is good to be 

a Swede if you are average. If you are fallen behind, society will help you. But if you want to get ahead, society will 

give you a small fillip and put in your place. That is what is difficult — it is difficult to be average. 

 

По русскому телевидению была программа с Владимиром Познером и Иваном Ургантом о Швеции. 

Несколько основных наблюдений о Швеции были в заключении этой телевизионной программы, среди них 

индивидуализм, необыкновенная вера в демократию и терпимость и «дюктиг» — привычка быть порядочным, 

делать все как следует, быть хорошим работником. 

Но есть качество шведов, которое особенно трудно повторить. Хорошо быть шведом, если вы 

середняк. Если вы упадете ниже определенного уровня, общество поможет вам. Но если вы хотите вырваться 

вперед, общество даст вам небольшой щелчок и поставит на место. Вот, что трудно — трудно быть средним.  

[PX=10] 

 

1178 

“The major tool of the policy of the West on the territory of the former Soviet Union is incitement of inter-ethnic 

hatred.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: June 24, 2019. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Introspection. 

CONTEXT: There are studies in social psychology, which show that people are hard-wired for xenophobia and can 

easily be motivated to extreme hatred to anybody who is somehow different. This tendency for hatred of “others” is 

amplified in groups, especially in presence of corresponding incitement. Most of the countries in the world have come 

to realization that such hatred is very dangerous and speech that provokes it should be outlawed. 

 We have been in Singapore in the beginning of 2019 and one of the first things we were told in this 

prosperous, European-looking country is that if somebody displays any signs of inter-ethnic or inter-religious hatred 

there, he would immediately find him in jail. Similar tough laws against inter-ethnic, inter-racial, and inter-religious 

hatred exist in Malaysia. That country set the limits to free speech and introduced the laws against incitement of inter-

ethnic, inter-racial, and inter-religious hatred in the 1960s, soon after it won independence and experienced inter-racial 

and inter-religious riots. And, for that matter, similar laws exist in many other multi-ethnic countries of the South East 

Asia. 

 Our visit to Singapore coincided with attack on Muslims in Christchurch when many people were killed, and 

New Zealand found the hard way the cost of hate speech. Unrestricted free speech works well in ethnically and 

religiously homogeneous societies, but many of the most civilized countries found that there need to be restrictions 

on inter-ethnic and inter-religious hate speech. A few years ago, when a Muslim comedian in France tried to make fun 

of the Jews, he was quickly charged with incitement of inter-racial hatred. When there were pogroms of the Jews in 

Nazi Germany that was another example of the dangers of inter-racial hate speech even in the most civilized countries 

with long track record of cultural achievements. Rwanda in the 1990s gave another horrific example of the dangers of 

incitement of inter-ethnic hatred. 

 The United States can be superficially considered an exemption from the laws against incitement of inter-

ethnic, inter-racial, and inter-religious hatred. But if you dig deeper, there exist a powerful culture of political 

correctness in the U.S. and nobody would dare to incite inter-racial, inter-ethnic, or inter-religious hatred on American 

TV or other mainstream media. 

At the same time, in the view of the Russophobic events in Georgia, which started on June 20 of this year, it 

once again became obvious that incitement of inter-ethnic, or inter-religious, or inter-racial hatred is the major tool of 

the policy of the West on the territory of the former U.S.S.R. And this is very shameful of the West. [PX=10] 

 

1179 

“Today, on the program ‘Special Opinion’ of Echo of Moscow, Russian political scientist Kirill Rogov described the 
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problem Russian society is facing now with regard to elections as the problem of the First Kind. The problem of the 

Second Kind Russian society faced in 2011, which was connected to falsification of the voting results. Elections in 

Russia since then have been clean in this regard. The election problem of the First Kind Russia is facing now is related 

to admission of candidates to elections (in addition to four major parties). 

The problem America is facing with regard to elections can be characterized as the problem of Zero Kind. It 

is related to exposure of third-party candidates to mass media. All the U.S. mass media is either Democratic or 

Republican and there are no third-party mass media outlets.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: August 20, 2019. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Introspection. 

CONTEXT: This is a very severe sociological problem. All American media landscape is cleansed of third parties. 

There is no problem with counting or even admission of third-party candidates to elections, but they have no chance 

because they cannot receive exposure in mass media. 

By the nature of the material, which I have studied for this book, I can say that for the last 100+ years, roughly 

from the creation of the FBI, American repressive apparatus made its substantial contribution to this situation. There 

have been at times very unpleasant repressions against any third parties, which tried to challenge the duopoly of the 

two major parties. 

There are some very concrete consequences of this exclusion of the third-party voices. Someone can say that 

there may be many candidates in the primaries of the two major parties. But the candidates in primaries are not as free 

as if they belonged to different parties; they are constrained by the establishment, existing rules and loyalties. No 

matter how many candidates are in the primaries, the top candidates are usually very much alike, especially in foreign 

policy. As the result, the two major parties are very close when it comes to foreign policy. The U.S. Congress often 

seems like the Soviet Central Committee in its unanimity with regard to major foreign policy issues. As Humana 

World Human Rights Guide put it, the “surveillance of groups opposed to the purposes of the U.S. foreign policy” is 

one of the major reasons why the U.S. does not have a perfect human rights score. The very formula is remarkable, as 

if the purposes of the U.S. foreign are set in stone once and forever. The fact that there are hardly any dissenting voices 

with regard to foreign policy in the U.S. Congress is result of one hundred years of purposeful selection of politicians 

who could be allowed to win the elections. The favored politicians have been those who subscribed to the ideology of 

American exceptionalism and supported chauvinistic and imperialist view of the world. [PX=10] 

 

1180 

“— I think that ideals of morality are given by normal healthy people. Thus, Leo Tolstoy was outstandingly 

healthy and he gave the example of a healthy, in all respects normal, morality. 

—  I agree.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: November 10, 2019. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Introspection. 

CONTEXT: My wife and me were discussing the film Joker. We thought that the first on third of the film gives ground 

to sympathy to its hero, but the rest of the film portrays senseless murders. We can and should sympathize with 

mentally ill people, but we must not make moral norm from cruelties in their behavior, caused by however tragic 

illness. [PX=10] 

 

1181 

“In 2017-2019, Alex coded and debugged a strategic overhaul of their system. His new Text Editor turned out to be 

so convenient and useful for SWIFT that it was retrofitted to customers of all releases of the system.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: End of 2019. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Admiration. 

CONTEXT: A discussion of the state of affairs at our Company. [PX=10] 

 

1182 

“— Today, Euronews said that ‘75 years ago Auschwitz was liberated by allied forces.’ While the whole world 

knows it was Soviet Army, which liberated this death camp. 
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—  Masters of propaganda. They are busy rewriting history.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: January 27, 2020. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Introspection. 

CONTEXT: My wife and me were wondering about “European values” of Euronews. [PX=10] 

 

1183 

“Today, on Russian TV there was a discussion of the ‘decline of European civilization’. They discussed it as some 

metaphysical phenomenon. That seems to be a wrong ground for such discussion. There exists a quite material aspect 

of this. Countries with European population are declining demographically and economically, as a share of world 

population and GDP.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: June 16, 2020. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Arithmetic. 

CONTEXT: Europe and other countries with predominantly European population, like the United States and Russia, 

reached their peak as a share of the world population before the First World War. After that European population a 

share of the world population has steadily declined. That decline has been especially big for Europe and Russia and 

little slower for America and Australia, thanks to immigration. According to the U.N. World Population Prospects, 

that process is set to continue for the foreseeable future, at least until the year 2100388. On the other hand, the fastest 

growing population is predicted to be in Sub-Saharan Africa, followed by North Africa and the Middle East, followed 

by India. Economists say “demography is destiny”. With the decline of European populations as a share of the world 

population has come their decline in the share of the world GDP. According to the IMF forecasts of the total GDP, 

countries with European populations are set to lose their share in the world GDP for the foreseeable future, at least 

until the year 2050389. 

Every country and civilization of the world eventually gets military power, foreign policy, and culture it can 

afford. With decline of European civilization as a share of the world GDP there will come a decline in all these other 

“metaphysical” spheres. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: There exists a peculiar sub-section of European Christian civilization, Eastern Orthodox 

civilization, represented at its core by Russia. Even though Marxism claimed to be devoid of morality, Soviet 

Communism in fact appropriated Orthodox Christian view of morality. Contemporary Russia more overtly returned 

to its Orthodox Christian roots and feels now that what the West considers the latest chapter of the history of human 

rights is nothing else than a deep moral decline and sodomy, akin to the one experienced by the ancient Roman Empire. 

For Russians the latest round of loosening the morality in the West is only the reason to remember the words of Carl 

Jung that there is something demonic in the human nature. Interestingly enough, many former Soviet East European 

satellites, like Hungary and Poland (Catholic nations), which now celebrate their freedom from the Soviet yoke, also 

take a conservative view of morality. [PX=10] 

 

1184 

“During years after their defeat in the presidential elections of 2016, Democrats have continued to blame Russia for 

their defeat. They better figure out their relationship with the FBI.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: August 05, 2020. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Psychoanalyzing Comey. 

CONTEXT: By far the most important event leading to Trump’s victory in 2016 was the FBI Director Comey 

announcement about investigating Hillary Clinton a week before the elections. Comey personally oversaw the 

 

    388 https://population.un.org/wpp/Publications/Files/WPP2019_Highlights.pdf 
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investigations into both Hillary Clinton and Trump’s campaign390. It looks like he consciously or sub-consciously 

wanted to show that he had compromising information about both Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump and wanted to 

play the role of a king-maker. [PX=10] 

 

1185 

“In the modern democracy political elites are not passive transformers of the will of the people. They are actively 

trying to shape the opinion of the very people who vote in the elections. In this sense the proper name for this regime 

is not democracy but ‘mutual-cracy’.” 

«В современной демократии политические элиты не являются простым проводником воли народа. Они 

активно стараются формировать мнение того самого народа, который голосует на выборах. В этом смысле 

более правильное название для такого режима не демократия, а «взаимо-кратия».» 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: August 16, 2020. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Conceptual breakthrough. 

CONTEXT: From the conversation with my wife. 

Из разговора с женой. [PX=10] 

 

1186 

“I watch American politicians and media personalities on TV. They shamelessly destroy the reputation of anybody 

who disagrees with them. What decency, what morality, what democracy? I just see a bunch of guys who are crazy 

for power. I have experienced it for myself. They are driven by their lust for power and the whole world is just the 

arena where that lust plays out.” 

«Наблюдаю американских политиков и журналистов на телевидении. Они бесстыдно разрушают репутацию 

любого, кто с ними не согласен. Какая порядочность, какая мораль, какая демократия? Я вижу только людей, 

которые безумно хотят власти. Я испытал это на собственной шкуре. Они одержимы своей жаждой власти и 

весь мир — это только арена, на которой они разыгрывают свою жажду власти». 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1988. 

FRQ: Many times. 

EMOTION: Disapprovingly. 

CONTEXT: Often conclusion to my political commentaries when I discuss current events with my wife. 

Часто так я завершаю свои политические комментарии при обсуждении текущих новостей с моей 

женой. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-P: Freudian theory is that people are driven by sex and fear of death. Power is a mechanism to 

obtain sex; and money is another way to obtain power (besides direct, political power) in a market economy. 

Теория Фрейда состоит в том, что люди движимы сексом и страхом смерти. Власть является 

механизмом получения секса; и деньги есть лишь другой способ получения власти (помимо прямой, 

политической власти) в рыночной экономике. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: This interpretation of the Freudian theory can be illustrated by observation of other primates: 

they also have hierarchical societies. Hierarchy is power. It provides access to females and other resources necessary 

for survival. 

The ancient compensating mechanism to these general laws of hierarchy (on the level of an individual) is 

family. Without it, society would slide into mayhem and murder. It keeps tendencies for domination in check and, 

when normally functioning, prevents from too many people being unhappy. 

The compensating mechanism on the macro level is that no one society in history obtained absolute world 

power. There has always existed some degree of balance among major states. But there are some dangers here in the 

modern world. 

 When we observe the behavior of Western societies on the international arena, we can see that their concern 

for preserving their dominant position in the world hierarchy is in the final account their most fundamental drive. The 

domination in the world hierarchy may have different manifestations: political, economic, cultural, ideological or 

military. And, today, on the part of the West there exists an obvious desire to become unlimited masters of the world. 

 The problem that some intelligentsia often has in many less developed societies, is in its illusions about 

positive sides of the West. It is not that the West does not have a higher level of economic development, or that it is 

 

    390 The Mueller Report (2019). 
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not democratic — the first is obvious and there is a certain truth in the second. But the basic drive behind these features 

of the West is not its desire for economic development or promotion of high-minded ideology; rather, the striving for 

a better position in the world hierarchy, the drive for power. That fundamental drive for power does not guarantee that 

the behavior of the West is always noble. 

Perhaps it is time to remind ourselves that the West is not singularly defined by its humanistic and democratic 

values. True, the West gave birth to the Enlightenment. But racism, colonialism, Fascism, and militarism are also 

Western phenomena. Most of the wars in the last 200 years have originated in the West. One of the most culturally 

and technologically advanced Western nations also starved most of the population of Leningrad to death. In more 

recent times, the West was marked by the insatiable expansion of military alliances, use of sanctions against rebellious 

countries, covert subversion of perceived adversaries, wars of regime change, propaganda wars, marginalizing of 

independent thought at home, creation of global surveillance system, blatant disregard for the true interests of 

democracy and human rights in the less developed world, and the drive for the unlimited world domination. 

 

Эта интерпретация фрейдовской теории может быть проиллюстрирована на других приматах: они 

тоже имеют иерархические общества. Иерархию это власть. Она дает доступ к самкам и другим ресурсам, 

необходимым для выживания. 

 Древним компенсаторным механизмом для этих общих законов иерархии (на уровне индивидуума) 

является семья. Без нее общество сползет к анархии и смертоубийству. Она удерживает тенденции к 

доминированию в рамках и, когда она нормально функционирует, оберегает многих людей от несчастья. 

Компенсаторным механизмом на макроуровне является то, что ни одно общество в истории до сих 

пор не смогло получить абсолютной власти над миром. Всегда существовал какой-то баланс на между 

основными державами. Но здесь в сегодняшнем мире есть определенные опасности. 

Когда мы наблюдаем поведение западных обществ на международной арене, мы можем видеть, что 

их беспокойство о сохранении своей доминирующей позиции в мировой иерархии в конечном итоге является 

их самым основополагающим стремлением. Это доминирование в мировой иерархии может иметь многие 

проявления: политические, экономические, культурные, идеологические или военные. И сегодня со стороны 

Запада налицо стремление стать абсолютными властителями мира. 

 Проблема, которую имеет некоторая часть интеллигенции в менее развитых странах часто 

заключается в иллюзиях относительно положительных сторон Запада. Дело не в том, что Запад не имеет более 

высокого уровня экономического развития или, что он недемократичен — первое очевидно и во втором тоже 

есть определённая доля истины. Но базовое стремление за всем этим заключается не в желании 

экономического развития или продвижении высоких идеалов, а в стремлении к более высокой позиции в 

мировой иерархии, стремлении к власти. Это основополагающее стремление к власти не гарантирует, что 

поведение Запада всегда будет благородным. 

Может быть надо напомнить себе, что Запад не определяется только своими гуманистическими и 

демократическими ценностями. Да, Запад породил эпоху Просвещения. Но расизм, колониализм, фашизм и 

милитаризм — это тоже западные явления. Большинство войн за последние 200 лет начинались на Западе. 

Одна из самых культурно и технологически развитых западных наций также уморила большинство населения 

Ленинграда до смерти. В недавнее время Запад отмечен ненасытным расширением военных союзов, 

использованием санкций против пытающихся восстать стран, скрытыми операциями по подрыву 

предполагаемых соперников, войнами с целью изменения режима, пропагандистскими войнами, сведением 

счетов с независимой мыслью дома, созданием глобальной системы слежки, откровенным пренебрежением 

настоящими интересами демократии и прав человека в менее развитых частях света и стремлением к 

неограниченному мировому господству. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-H: Liberalism defined as a set of ideas about personal political, civil, and economic freedoms is now 

the dominant political ideology in the world. Liberal ideas are now part of ideology of most political parties of the world, 

and it is given that constitutions of all countries list rights of its citizens. Liberalism originated as a politico-economic 

ideology of capitalism in Christian European nations and their offshoots throughout the world. The historic experience 

shows that other major civilizations, like African, Muslim, Indian, and Confucian (or East Asian) are much less interested 

in the full-blown liberal ideas. 

 Another important thing about liberal ideology is that it has been always first of all directed at internal, domestic 

order of things. It has not eliminated the competition among nations in the world. Internationally liberalism has always 

coexisted with the strive for subjugation of other nations (which manifested itself under the names of wars, imperialism, 

colonialism, and racism). For countries that are the leaders of liberal world order the ideals of liberalism in international 

affairs are just tools for undermining nations competitors. The United States, for example, can never be expected to take 

achieving these ideals in Russia to their heart. 
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 American apologists routinely say that even if the U.S. does bad things in its counterintelligence and foreign 

policy, it is being done for the noble purpose of promoting democracy and human rights. That is a lie. The primary purpose 

of American counterintelligence and foreign policies is achieving unrestricted world domination. “Democracy” and 

“human rights” for the U.S. government are just the instruments of these policies. The reality of the American policies 

demonstrates again and again that these instruments are used when ― and only when ― they are useful for achieving 

unrestricted world domination. This means that for the U.S. there always will in abundance exist convenient “exceptions” 

from the proclaimed high ideals of democracy and human rights ― “exceptions” overgrowing into cynical violations of 

these ideals. And if America ever achieves its purpose of unrestricted world domination, expect only unrestricted tyranny. 

 

Либерализм, определяемый как набор идей о личных политических, гражданских и экономических свободах, на 

сегодня является доминирующей политической идеологией в мире. Либеральные идеи сейчас составная часть 

идеологии большинства политических партий мира, и конституции всех стран включают перечень прав своих 

граждан. Либерализм ведет свое происхождение как политико-экономическая идеология капитализма в 

христианских европейских нациях и их форпостах по всему миру. Исторический опыт свидетельствует, что 

другие основные цивилизации, такие как африканская, мусульманская, индийская и конфуцианская (или 

восточноазиатская) значительно меньше заинтересованы в полном арсенале либеральных идей. 

 Другим важным аспектом либеральной идеологии является то, что она всегда была более всего заточена 

на внутренний, домашний порядок вещей. Она не устраняла соревнование между разными нациями в мире. В 

международных делах либерализм всегда сочетался со стремлением к подчинению других наций (которое 

проявлялось в войнах, империализме, колониализме и расизме). Для стран лидеров либерального миропорядка 

идеалы либерализма в международных делах есть всего лишь инструменты подрыва стран соперников. Так нельзя 

ожидать, что США, например, когда-либо будут принимать достижение этих идеалов в России близко к сердцу. 

 Апологеты Америки обычно говорят, что даже если США и делают плохие вещи в своей 

контрразведывательной и внешней политике, это делается для благородной цели продвижения демократии и 

прав человека. Это ложь. Основной целью контрразведывательной и внешней политики Америки является 

достижение неограниченного мирового господства. «Демократия» и «права человека» для правительства США 

всего лишь инструменты этой политики. Реальность американской политики вновь и вновь демонстрирует, что 

эти инструменты используются тогда ― и только тогда ― когда они выгодны для достижения неограниченного 

мирового господства. Это означает, что для США всегда будут в обилии существовать удобные «исключения» 

из провозглашаемых высоких идеалов демократии и прав человека ― «исключения», перерастающие в 

циничные нарушения этих идеалов. И если Америка когда-либо достигнет своей цели неограниченного 

мирового господства, ожидайте только неограниченной тирании. [PX=10] 

 

1187 

“In the Chinese philosophy there is notion that a virtuous citizen is a sign of a strong and stable state. I translate this in the 

following way. Human nature has some evil sides. A state alienates evil from humans.” 

«В китайской философии есть понятие того, что добродетельный гражданин является признаком сильного и 

стабильного государства. Я перевожу это таким образом. Зло присуще человеческой природе. Государство 

отчуждает зло от людей.» 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1988. 

FRQ: Many times. 

EMOTION: Observing. 

CONTEXT: Think about the monopoly of violence, for example, ― it alienates violence from human nature. In the Soviet-

style Communist societies a state alienated also certain economic evils from humans by concentrating all economic activity 

in the hands of the state. Correspondently, late Soviet Communism was characterized by virtuous intelligentsia, who was 

thinking in terms common human values and made its pursuit of common values of humankind a slogan of perestroika. 

As the all-powerful Soviet state collapsed, so did evaporate in the 1990s the influence of virtuous intelligentsia, being hard-

pressed to fight for economic survival amid lawless anarchy. To the degree that the strong Russian state has reemerged 

since 2000, so has reemerged the “virtuous opposition intelligentsia” who once again tries to formulate its critique of the 

state from the point of view of “eternal common virtues of humankind”. 

Подумайте о монополии на насилие, например, ― оно отчуждает насилие от людей. В 

коммунистических обществах советского типа государство отчуждало также определенное экономическое зло, 

концентрируя всю экономическую активность в руках государства. Соответственно, поздний советский 

коммунизм характеризовался добродетельной интеллигенцией, которая думала в терминах общечеловеческих 

ценностей и сделала стремление к общечеловеческим ценностям лозунгом перестройки. Как только всемогущее 
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советское государство рухнуло, также испарилось в 1990-е годы и влияние добродетельной интеллигенции, 

которая была вынуждена бороться за свое экономическое выживание в атмосфере анархии и беспредела. В той 

степени, в какой после 2000-го года восстановилось сильное российское государство, воспряла и «добродетельная 

оппозиционная интеллигенция», которая вновь пытается формулировать свою критику государства с точки 

зрения «вечных общечеловеческих добродетелей». [PX=10] 
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10. Пост-постскриптум 

1188 

“The important question in any potential lawsuit against the government electronic 

surveillance is the one of standing.” 

«Важным вопросом в любом судебном процессе против правительственной 

электронной слежки является таковой о праве возбуждения судебного дела». 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: January 16, 2016. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Seriously. 

CONTEXT: In law, standing or locus standi is the term for the ability of a party 

to demonstrate to the court sufficient connection to and harm from the law or 

action. In the United States, the current doctrine is that a person cannot bring a 

suit challenging the constitutionality of a law unless the plaintiff can demonstrate 

that he/she/it is or will "imminently" be harmed by the law. Otherwise, the court 

will rule that the plaintiff "lacks standing" to bring the suit, and will dismiss the 

case without considering the merits of the claim of unconstitutionality.391 Even 

the U.S. Congress, when it sues the President over unconstitutionality of his 

actions, cannot do anything if it cannot prove standing. That applies even to cases 

of obvious unconstitutionality of President’s actions. 

 To prove harm from electronic surveillance or even the existence of 

electronic surveillance is very difficult. It seems that the U.S. government has 

been relying on the difficulty of proving electronic surveillance for decades. One 

of the possibilities in achieving standing would be to obtain government 

documents demonstrating such surveillance and to correlate this documentation 

with the events in one’s life. 

 

По закону, право на возбуждение судебного дела или locus standi это 

обозначение возможности истца продемонстрировать перед судом 

достаточную связь с законом или действием и ущерб от закона или действия. 

В Соединенных Штатах сейчас считается, что человек не может возбудить 

дело о конституционности закона, если истец не может 

продемонстрировать, что ему или ей нанесен ущерб законом или будет 

«неизбежно» нанесен ущерб этим законом. В противном случае суд 

постановляет, что у истца «нет права на возбуждение судебного дела» и 

отклоняет иск без рассмотрения существа дела по вопросу о 

неконституционности.392 Даже когда конгресс США подает в суд на 

президента по вопросу о неконституционности его действий, он не может 

 

    391 Reference: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Standing_(law). 

    392 Reference: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Standing_(law). 
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ничего поделать, если не может доказать ущерб от его действий. Это 

касается даже случаев совершенно очевидной неконституционности 

действий президента. 

 Доказать ущерб от электронной слежки или даже существование 

электронной слежки очень сложно. Представляется, что правительство 

США полагалось на эту трудность доказательства факта электронной 

слежки на протяжении десятилетий. Один способ доказать право на 

возбуждение судебного дела было бы получить правительственные 

документы, демонстрирующие такую слежку, и увязать эту документацию 

с событиями своей жизни. [PX=10] 

 

1189 

“The prospects for obtaining documents pursuant Freedom of Information/Privacy 

Act showing the true scale of surveillance in my case remain murky. It is unlikely 

that I would ever be allowed to prove any government wrongdoing this way.” 

«Перспективы на получение документов по Закону о свободе доступа к 

информации/Закону о прайвеси, показывающих действительные размеры 

слежки в моем случае, остаются туманными. Маловероятно, что мне когда-

либо будет разрешено доказать какую-либо правительственную 

несправедливость таким путем». 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: February 15, 2010. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Seriously. 

CONTEXT: This my statement came about after watching a few programs on the 

Book TV on the President's Day of 2010. 

 Я сказал это после просмотра нескольких программ на «Книжном 

телевидении» на праздник День президентов 2010-го года. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: There is a culture of secrecy aimed at keeping sensitive 

information or information that might embarrass the government from Congress, the 

courts, and the public. In the best-case scenarios, judges would review sensitive 

national security information in camera. But in this scenario, they would unlikely 

allow admission of national security information in the court proceedings, like it is 

all too often done under the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act, the Freedom of 

Information Act, and the Classified Information Procedures Act. In the worst-case 

scenario, the government might, as it has with increasing frequency done after 9/11, 

invoke the state secrets doctrine. Under the state secrets’ doctrine, the court is asked 

to exclude evidence from a legal case based solely on an affidavit submitted by the 

government stating court proceedings might disclose sensitive information which 

might endanger national security. Following a claim of 'State Secrets Privilege', the 

court rarely conducts an in-camera examination of the evidence to evaluate whether 

there is sufficient cause to support the use of this doctrine. This has resulted in court's 

rulings simply dismissing the cases or severely hampering the attempts to prove 

government misconduct. 

 Существует культура секретности, имеющая своей целью охранять 

чувствительную информацию или информацию, которая может побеспокоить 
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правительство, от конгресса, судов и публики. В лучшем случае судьи будут 

рассматривать чувствительную информацию, затрагивающую национальную 

безопасность, в закрытых заседаниях. Но при этом маловероятно, что они 

допустят ее в качестве доказательств в суде, как это слишком часто делается 

по Закону о слежке за иностранными разведками, Закону о свободе доступа к 

информации и Закону о процедурах обращения с засекреченной информацией. 

В худшем случае правительство может, как оно делало с все возрастающей 

частотой после террористических актов 11 сентября 2001-го года, сослаться на 

доктрину о государственных секретах. В соответствии с доктриной о 

государственных секретах правительство запрашивает суд исключить 

доказательства из дела исключительно на основе письменного показания 

правительства, подтвержденного присягой, что судебное разбирательство 

может разгласить чувствительную информацию, и, таким образом, нанести 

ущерб национальной безопасности. Вслед за заявлением «привилегии 

государственных секретов» суд редко осуществляет рассмотрение 

доказательства на закрытом заседании с целью определить было ли достаточно 

причин для использования этой доктрины. Это кончалось судебными 

решениями просто отклонить дела или сильно усложняло попытки доказать 

правительственное правонарушение. [PX=10] 

 

1190 

"In April 2010, I received my file from the FBI in a response to my 2009 Freedom of 

Information/Privacy Act request. Where in 1993 on a similar request I got an 

envelope with a few pages I now received a small box of documents. As before, most 

of the documents are completely exempted and instead of them I am given the copies 

of empty pages. There are a lot of strange notes about declassification in the years 

2034 and 2035. Major parts of the dossier are not supposed to be disclosed ever." 

«В апреле 2010-го года, я получил свое досье от ФБР  в ответ на мой запрос 

2009-го года по Закону о свободе доступа к информации/Закону о 

неприкосновенности частой жизни. Там, где в 1993-м году на аналогичный 

запрос я получил конверт с несколькими страницами, сейчас я получил 

маленький ящик с документами. Как и раньше, большая часть документов 

полностью не разрешена к выдаче и вместо них мне дали копии пустых 

страниц. Есть множество странных примечаний об окончании срока 

секретности в 2034-м и 2035-м годах. Значительные части досье не должны 

быть рассекречены никогда». 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: May 07, 2010. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Seriously. 

CONTEXT: If I am still alive in 2034, I will be 80 years old then. 

 Если я все еще буду жив в 2034-м году, мне тогда будет 80 лет. 

[PX=10] 

 

1191 

“The end of utopia.” 
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«Конец утопии». 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: 2001-2016. 

FRQ: Several times. 

EMOTION: Seriously. 

CONTEXT: American myth insists, that America is “the shining city on a hill,” 

an ultimate utopia. Never mind that the U.S. found itself ready to curtail its human 

rights with the first sign of trouble in the new age of terrorism, embrace “enhanced 

interrogation techniques” (the euphemism for torture), and generally forget about 

the ideals of its Constitution and the ideals of simple humanity when it finds them 

in conflict with new American imperialism. The final arguments in favor of 

American utopia are not any virtues of America, but that “everybody wants to be 

in America”. 
Utopia is commonly understood to be an “imaginary place or situation of 

ideal perfection.”393 For utopian theorists, from 

• Thomas More to 
• William Morris to 
• B. F. Skinner, 

utopia has generally been presented as a place where people live as they should 

and in which they realize some important good. They imagine the best of all 

possible worlds. A contemporary philosopher Robert Nozick begins his 

reflections on utopia by noting that the “best of all possible worlds for me will not 

be that for you”394. The world one prefers to live in, he observes, will not be the 

one you would choose. “Utopia, though, must be, in some restricted sense, the 

best for all of us; the best world imaginable, for each of us”395. It is suggested that 

it is crucial for any society to qualify as utopian is that it is a society whose 

members want to be there, or at least cannot imagine another place they would 

rather be. Utopia for such philosophers is not a place that is (objectively) good for 

human or rational beings be, but a place that such beings would most want to be.396 

But that is exactly the problem. It is another way of saying that humans are 

destined not to take into account their moral obligations and to choose not the 

deontologically best society, but the society which most caters to their sinful 

nature. Are we supposed to settle for that? 

 The idea that we should concentrate our thoughts and efforts around what 

people want and make it the sole criterion of “utopia” is a dangerous delusion. At 

the very least we need to be talking about striking a balance between the freedom 

of people to achieve what they want and their obligations to the overall good of 

the society. As the best philosophers of mankind pointed out, the latter includes 

the categorical imperative of respecting human rights. 

 The title of the most known work of Robert Nozick is Anarchy, State, 

and Utopia and the main premise of that work is that Utopia is achieved in a 

 

    393 Reference: Chambers Combined Dictionary Thesaurus (1997). 

    394 Philosophy: Nozick (1974), p. 298; see also: Wall (2015). 

    395 Ibid. 

    396 Philosophy: Bader (2011), p. 290. 



10. Post-Postscript 
 

137 
 

natural state of anarchy. That is one of the biggest fallacies, which besets many 

modern thinkers and politicians. Natural state is not a democracy, with its respect 

for human rights, but a terrifying, violent chaos. Recent history gives many 

examples of that. It is enough to remember the post-Saddam Hussein Iraq, post-

Kaddafi Libya, and, to some degree, the post-Communist states of the former 

Soviet Union. Western democracies are not anarchical states, but highly organized 

societies. They are the examples of cleverer, more efficient, and less bureaucratic 

organization of society than their less developed counterparts in the East, such as 

societies of the old Soviet Bloc. But the latter observation should not shield from 

us the fact that Western capitalist democracies have high degree of organization 

on a deep (usually nongovernmental) social level. I wish that the trains in the post-

Soviet Russia run so on time as in the Netherlands or Germany and people obey 

the laws as well as in the United Kingdom or United States. Culture works in its 

own mysterious ways and it is not always obvious whether for the better: you can 

be ostracized more in the West if you do not have the right haircut, than dissidents 

in the Soviet Union for their political views. For simplicity sake, let us assume 

that it is generally for the better because, for example, it is essential for economy. 

But the discussion of the necessity of that level of organization of the Western 

societies is something missing from the writings of Western political philosophers 

advocating for the seeming anarchy of Western capitalism. These political 

philosophers, such as Friedrich Hayek, have tremendous influence on many 

Russian intellectuals. Yet, the level of internal social organization we are talking 

about has been achieved in the West as a result of the long historical development. 

England, for example, had a period in its history when the state, the sovereign 

heavy-handedly instilled in its people respect for law and order. Without that 

respect for law and order, and other aspects of necessary internal social 

organization, attempts to imitate the West by simply dismantling state structures 

only lead to lawlessness and complete outrage. In some sense, totalitarian state 

structures of the former Soviet Union were a compensation mechanism for the 

lack of internal social organization. The transition of the Eastern European 

societies to the model of Western democracies as a result of dismantling 

totalitarian state structures has been more successful than in Russia because of 

deep sociological reasons: because they have older nation-states, more density of 

population, more established cultures, more advanced economies, and better 

social compact. Russia, seems to be, has a longer way ahead of her. 

 
 Американский миф настаивает, что Америка — «сияющий город на 

холме», окончательная утопия. Неважно, что США оказались готовы 

ограничить свои права человека при первых признаках тревоги в новую 

эпоху терроризма, приобщилась к «усовершенствованным техникам 

допроса» (более пристойное название для пыток) и, в целом, забыла об 

идеалах своей конституции и идеалах простой человечности, когда они 

оказались в конфликте с новым американским империализмом. Последний 

аргумент в пользу американской утопии это не достоинства Америки, а то, 

что «все хотят в Америку». 
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Утопия обычно понимается как «воображаемое место или ситуация 

идеального совершенства»397. Для утопических теоретиков от 

• Томаса Мора до 

• Уильяма Морриса до 

• Берреса Фредерика Скиннера , 

утопия в целом представлялась как место, где люди живут, как они должны, 

и где они реализуют некое важное доброе дело. Они воображали наилучший 

из возможных миров. Современный философ Роберт Нозик  начинает свои 

размышления об утопии, замечая, что «наилучший из возможных миров не 

будет таковым для вас»398. Он говорит, что мир, в котором один человек 

предпочитает жить, не будет таковым для другого. «Утопия, однако, 

должна, в каком-то ограниченном смысле, быть наилучшей для всех нас, 

наилучшей для каждого из нас»399. Он предлагает, что самое важное для 

того, чтобы любое общество считалось утопическим, является то, что его 

члены хотят быть в нем, или, по крайней мере, не могут вообразить другого 

места, где бы они хотели быть. Утопия для таких философов не есть место, 

в котором (объективно) хорошо для людей или рациональных существ 

находиться, а место, в котором такие существа больше всего хотели бы 

находиться.400 Но это в точности проблема. Это иной способ сказать, что 

люди обречены не принимать во внимание моральные обязательства и 

выбирать не деонтологически лучшее общество, а общество, которое 

наиболее потакает их грешной природе. Должны ли мы успокоиться на 

этом? 

Идея, что мы должны сосредоточить свои мысли и усилия на том, 

что люди хотят и сделать это единственным критерием «утопии», есть 

опасное заблуждение. По меньшей мере, мы должны говорить о 

выстраивании правильного баланса между свободой людей достигать того, 

что они хотят, и их обязанностями для общего блага общества. Как 

отмечали лучшие философы человечества, последнее включает 

категорический императив уважения к правам человека. 

 Название самой известной работы Роберта Нозика — Анархия, 

государство и утопия, и главный тезис этой работы в том, что Утопия 

достигается в естественном состоянии анархии. Это одно из самых больших 

заблуждений, которое владеет умами многих современных мыслителей и 

политиков. Естественное состояние — это не демократия, с ее уважением к 

правам человека, но ужасающий, насильственный хаос. Недавняя история 

дает тому много примеров. Достаточно вспомнить Ирак после Саддама 

Хуссейна, Ливию после Каддафи и, в известной мере, государства бывшего 

Советского Союза после коммунизма. Западные демократии — это не 

анархии, а высокоорганизованные общества. Они дают примеры более 

умной, более эффективной и менее бюрократической организации 

 

    397 Reference: Chambers Combined Dictionary Thesaurus (1997). 

    398 Philosophy: Nozick (1974), p. 298; see also: Wall (2015). 

    399 Ibid. 

    400 Philosophy: Bader (2011), p. 290. 
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общества, чем их менее развитые напарники на Востоке, такие как общества 

бывшего Советского блока. Но последнее наблюдение не должно закрывать 

от нас того факта, что западные капиталистические демократии имеют 

высокий уровень организации на глубоком (обычно неправительственном) 

социальном уровне. Мне бы очень хотелось, чтобы поезда в послесоветской 

России ходили также точно, как в Нидерландах или Германии, и чтобы люди 

соблюдали законы также хорошо, как в Великобритании или США. 

Культура работает своими неисповедимыми путями и не всегда очевидно, 

что к лучшему: вы можете подвергнуться большему остракизму на Западе, 

если у вас неправильная стрижка, чем диссиденты в Советском Союзе за 

свои политические взгляды. Для простоты будем считать, что в целом 

культура делает хорошее дело, потому что, например, она важна для 

экономики. Но обсуждение необходимости этого уровня организации в 

западных обществах отсутствует в работах западных политических 

философов, которые проповедуют кажущуюся анархию западного 

капитализма. Эти политические философы, такие как Фридрих Хайек, 

имеют огромное влияние на умы российских интеллектуалов. При всем при 

том, что степень внутренней социальной организации, о которой мы 

говорим, была достигнута на Западе в результате длительного 

исторического развития. Англия, например, прошла в своей истории этап, 

когда государство, монархия суровой рукой внедряли порядок и уважение к 

закону. Без этого уважения к закону и порядку, так же как без других 

аспектов необходимой внутренней социальной организации, попытки 

имитировать Запад путем простой разборки государственных структур 

ведут только к полному беспределу. В некотором смысле тоталитарные 

государственные структуры бывшего Советского Союза были механизмом, 

призванным компенсировать нехватку внутренней социальной организации. 

Переход восточно-европейских обществ к модели западных демократий 

путем разборки тоталитарных государственных структур был более 

успешным, чем в России, по глубоким социологическим причинам: потому 

что они имели более старые национальные государства, большую плотность 

населения, более установившееся культуры, более развитые экономики и 

лучший социальный компакт. России, по всей видимости, предстоит более 

долгий путь. [PX=10] 

1192 

“’The end of utopia’ is a psychological condition, or more exactly the result of a 

psychological development. It is explained by cognitive dissonance (sometimes 

called cognitive dissidence).” 

««Конец утопии» есть психологическое состояние или, более точно, результат 

психологического развития. Он объясняется когнитивным диссонансом 

(который иногда также называют когнитивным диссидентством)». 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: 2001-2016. 

FRQ: Several times. 

EMOTION: Seriously. 
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CONTEXT: Cognitive dissonance is a condition of having contradictory beliefs, 

ideas, values, or emotional reactions. Humans engage in the process of dissonance 

reduction: they try to reduce cognitive dissonance by either changing their 

external conditions or by adjusting their beliefs. Theory of dissonance reduction 

correctly predicts otherwise irrational behavior. There is a classic psychological 

experiment from the 1950s that illustrates it. 

 Students were asked to participate in a boring experiment. After the end 

of the experiment they were asked to tell lies: try to persuade somebody (“an 

actor”) that it was interesting. Some were given $20 for a lie, some $1, and some 

(a control group) were given nothing. The students who were given a small 

amount of money ($1) were more effective in their lie than the students who were 

given $20 or the control group. The explanation is that the group that was paid 

$20 for telling lies knew that they had an external justification — money — to tell 

lies had lower cognitive dissonance. The group that was paid a small amount knew 

that they were paid a small amount and, because that contradicted their values of 

being truthful and of not lying for money, had no other choice except to lower 

their cognitive dissonance by internalizing the lie.401 

 Cognitive dissonance (or lack of it) is the explanation why Hollywood 

stars or highly paid lawyers tend to be more truthful about the problems facing 

American society (and as “limousine liberals” vote for Democrats). And it would 

explain why modestly paid working-class people from some poor state in the 

middle of America tend to be sincere “patriots” and vote Republicans. I guess 

blacks in America, with their high rates of unemployment, are a “control group” 

who are paid (virtually) nothing. The more you suffer from cognitive dissonance, 

the more you like it. 

 This book illustrates on the life of our family that, as we moved from the 

category of “modestly paid” to a category of “well paid” computer programmers, 

we adjusted to that. We have changed from compensating cognitive dissonance 

by internalizing the “lie” that everything is perfect in our new country (sticking to 

the story that “we have the best peaches,” voting Republicans) to recognizing that 

there is an external factor (high salaries) that justifies our life in America (voting 

Democrats). 

 

 Когнитивный диссонанс есть состояние, при котором у человека 

есть противоречивые верования, идеи, ценности или эмоциональные 

реакции. Люди вступают в процесс уменьшения диссонанса: они пытаются 

уменьшить когнитивный диссонанс либо изменяя внешние условия, либо 

корректируя свои верования. Теория уменьшения диссонанса правильно 

предсказывает в остальном иррациональное поведение. Есть классический 

психологический эксперимент 1950-х годов, который иллюстрирует это. 

 Студентов просят принять участие в скучном эксперименте. В 

конце эксперимента их просят сказать неправду: попытаться убедить кого-

то («актера»), что он был интересным. Некоторым за ложь дают 20 долларов, 

 

    401 See: Reference: Wikipedia, 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cognitive_dissonance. 
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некоторым один доллар и некоторым (контрольная группа) — ничего. 

Студенты, которым давали маленькие суммы денег (один доллар), были 

более убедительны, чем студенты, которым давали 20 долларов, или 

контрольная группа. Объяснение заключается в том, что у группы, которой 

давали 20 долларов за ложь, знала, что у них было внешнее оправдание — 

деньги — чтобы лгать, был меньший когнитивный диссонанс. У группы, 

которой платили маленькие суммы, и которая противоречила своим 

ценностям быть правдивыми и не лгать за деньги, не было другого выбора, 

как уменьшить свой когнитивный диссонанс путем интернализации 

(принятия в себя) лжи.402 

 Когнитивный диссонанс (или его недостаток) есть объяснение 

тому, почему голливудские звезды или высокооплачиваемые адвокаты 

имеют склонность быть более правдивыми по отношению к проблемам, 

стоящим перед американским обществом (и, как «лимузинные либералы», 

голосовать за демократов). В то же время он объясняет, почему умеренно 

оплачиваемые люди из рабочего класса из какого-нибудь небогатого штата 

в середине Америки будут по большей части более искренними 

«патриотами» и будут голосовать за республиканцев. Я думаю, черные в 

Америке, с их высоким процентом безработицы, — «контрольная группа», 

которой платят (почти) ничего. Чем больше вы страдаете от когнитивного 

диссонанса, тем больше вам он нравится. 

 Эта книга иллюстрирует жизнь нашей семьи, которая, по мере того 

как она перешла из категории «умеренно оплачиваемых» в категорию 

«хорошо оплачиваемых» компьютерных программистов, приспособилась к 

этому. Она сменила компенсацию когнитивного диссонанса путем 

интернализации «лжи», что все прекрасно в нашей новой стране 

(придерживаясь теории, что «у нас самые лучшие персики», голосуя за 

республиканцев) на признание, что есть внешний фактор (высокие 

зарплаты), который оправдывает нашу жизнь в Америке (голосуя за 

демократов). [PX=10] 

1197 From the Parallel Universe 

" Hey, American Philistine!" 

«Привет, американский обыватель!» 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: Before and after 1987. 

FRQ: Often. 

EMOTION: Seriously. 

CONTEXT: Are sure you live in the democracy that you advertised to the whole 

world? 

 Our story shows that in today’s America a person or a family can be 

completely deprived privacy and that the whole system of counterintelligence or 

community surveillance is based on that practice. I have the right to say this 

 

    402 See: Reference: Wikipedia, 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cognitive_dissonance. 
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because we have been almost continuously wiretapped (or subjected to covert 

CCTV or other modern surveillance) for the 30 plus years that we have been in 

this country. Originally surveillance was initiated by the FBI. I would estimate 

that, as of now, there is 75 percent probability that surveillance against me is 

surveillance by “third parties” and 25 percent chance that the FBI is also involved 

in one form or another. 

 All our conversations at home, at work and in our car, as well as 

conversations over the phone, are being listened to. My emails are being 

intercepted, postal mail is being perlustrated, and movements are being tracked. 

Even what I am not sending to anybody, but just write on my personal computer, 

is being read. Books I buy online are being noted. I am not sure, though, that this 

last point is particularly unique to me — I may be in a company of many other 

Americans on it. I only have the privilege of listening to the ongoing commentary 

about the kind of books I buy. And, yes, I almost forgot — every so often the 

people conducting surveillance harass me for saying in private “2 x 2 = 4.” 

Everything at least a little bit controversial or interesting, which I eventually 

publish in my books, is preceded by such pre-publication harassment. At first this 

harassment was shrouded in secrecy and slightly scary and later, as I better 

understood what was going on, it became banal and irritating. I am not even 

talking here about the harm they have done to our family — that is a payback for 

raising highly politically charged issues of surveillance. 

 In this book I am discussing a lot of things, which serve as a proof of 

electronic surveillance against me. But that is not the main lesson of this story. I want 

to exclaim: “The main one is that Western intelligence services are not any ‘defenders 

of democracy’ but are damn rotten Nazis.” But I realize that is just a raw expression 

of my feelings, which needs development. 

 Some of the intelligence operatives or “enthusiasts” masquerading as 

such, who did and continue do the most harm to me, can in fact qualify as real Nazi. 

But it is probably unfair to paint all Western intelligence operatives as Nazis. 

 Still, it is an open issue why these intelligence organizations allow open 

Fascists to do what they do in their name. 

 These Nazis are not so foolish. In fact, the individuals I have in mind are 

quite devious. They are chameleons who are creating an appearance of having views 

commonly accepted in a democratic society. You need to know them very well to 

understand the true nature of their views. They managed to deceive many people in 

portraying me as a “foe,” while in reality it is them who did and continue to do some 

terrible things against my family. That is how they “respect their religion” and “stand 

for family values”. 

 That is not all. Their understanding of how to treat political dissent is very 

far from any idea of democracy. They use their state-sponsored surveillance, with all 

its violations of privacy, for defamation and libel against me. For example, when each 

year I prepare my statistical books using different open sources, including CIA 

publications, they spread rumors that I am “a mole” and “a spy”. They call it their 

“social control”. 

 And after all that they are often quite successful in mobilizing the opinion 

of some public against me — they say that, when I shed light on their ugly deeds and 
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horrible atmosphere they are creating, that makes me “anti-American”. 

 Similar issues are faced by immigrants of many different stripes and they 

are wider than just the questions of interaction with Western intelligence. The 

problems raised by this book can be framed as the issues of domination and 

submission, which exist even in the most advanced and enlightened countries. A 

good example is the problem of Muslim terrorists. Many of these terrorists in Western 

European societies are not new immigrants from the Middle East fleeing some wars. 

Many of them were born in Europe and are EU citizens. 

 There was a good program on BBC after the terrorist attacks in Brussels 

in March 2016.403 They interviewed a white Belgian trainer of a boxing club who 

trained young Muslim boys. Many of them became radicalized. He said: “The 

radicalization does not start from some religious idea — it starts from these boys 

being fed up with Western societies.” That seems to be very true. And though that 

was not the initial intention of my thoughts, I have to admit that some fault is with 

the Western societies. Despite all the talk about multiculturalism, democracy, and 

human rights Muslim immigrants find themselves caught in a very imperfect system 

of relationships. I find it difficult to find a proper label for this system of relationships. 

One possible label would be “racism.” Western European societies are very old ones, 

with strong nationalism and culture. On the day-to-day level there is certainly a strong 

racist aspect in the attitudes towards immigrants from the Middle East. More 

generally, it is a system of relationships where immigrants are given second roles, if 

not openly discriminated and exploited. And in real life this system is reinforced by 

a whole set of cultural attitudes. Usually we talk about culture in uplifting terms. But 

it is just basic Freud to note that culture is violence. Of course, young men of Middle 

Eastern origin are unhappy if they are destined to swipe floors. Radical Islam just 

gives a formulation to their unhappiness and frustration, provides an action plan, and 

gives a meaning to that action plan. In my case I am not of Muslim tradition but feel 

like Christian. Plus, I am lucky to have some education. So, my action plan is not 

directed at violent jihad — I stick to writing books. 

 By the way, it is common now to criticize the weaknesses of Belgian and 

European intelligence. I do not think that is the problem. They have quite good 

intelligence — after all Brussels is the capital of EU and NATO. When I was working 

in Brussels they were very well on my tail. There incompetence is not technical. One 

of the main points of this book: each day Western spy agencies spend on people like 

me is the day lost for capturing real terrorists. 

 Returning to the technology of modern surveillance, which has been 

applied towards me, has it occurred to you that such an intrusive violation of 

privacy is outrageous and a crime? You don’t like to hear that they’ve done 

something bad to us? — You have to pay attention to this. Ultimately, any 

government depends on the opinion of its people. It is the education of everybody 

like you, which is critically important. But this education is not given, it is taken. 

You have to study the technology and legal frontier of electronic surveillance 

wherever possible: at civics lessons in high school and university and in 

discussions over the kitchen table, — or life without a hint of privacy is your 

 

    403 BBC program on March 26, 2016. 
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future! 

Уверены ли Вы, что живете в демократии, которую рекламировали 

всему миру? 

Наша история показывает, что в сегодняшней Америке человек или 

семья могут быть полностью лишены права на свое прайвеси и что вся 

система контрразведки и общественной слежки основана на такой практике. 

У меня есть основания говорить это, потому что мы были почти непрерывно 

под прослушиванием (или подвержены скрытому замкнутому 

телевизионному слежению) в течение 30 с лишним лет, как мы живем в этой 

стране. Первоначально слежка была инициирована ФБР. Я бы сказал, что 

сейчас есть 75 процентов вероятности, что слежка против меня 

осуществляется «третьими лицами» и 25 процентов, что ФБР также 

вовлечено в это в той или иной форме. 

Все наши разговоры дома, на работе и машине, так же как 

разговоры по телефону, прослушиваются. Моя электронная почта 

перехватывается, обыкновенная почта перлюстрируется и передвижения 

прослеживаются. Даже то, что я не посылаю кому-либо, а просто пишу на 

своем персональном компьютере, прочитывается. Книги, которые я 

покупаю в интернетовских книжных магазинах, замечаются. Я не уверен, 

однако, что этот последний пункт уникален для меня — я могу быть в 

компании многих американцев. У меня есть только привилегия слушать 

продолжающийся комментарий о том, какие книги я покупаю. И, да, я почти 

забыл — иногда люди, которые осуществляют слежку, изнуряют меня за то, 

что я сказал в частном порядке «2 x 2 = 4». Всему хоть сколько-нибудь 

спорному или интересному, что я в конечном итоге публикую в своих 

книгах, предшествует такое изнурение. Сначала такое изнурение было 

облачено в завесу секретности и было слегка устрашающе и позднее, когда 

я стал лучше понимать, что происходит, стало банальным и раздражающим. 

Я даже не говорю здесь о том, что они сделали с нашей семьей — это плата 

за то, что я поднял остро политический вопрос о слежке. 

В этой книге я обсуждаю много вещей, которые служат 

доказательством электронной слежки против меня. Но это не главный урок 

этой истории. Мне хочется воскликнуть: «Главное — это то, что западные 

разведывательные службы не какие-то «защитники демократии», а 

развращенные нацисты». Но я понимаю, что это всего лишь непосредственное 

выражение моих чувств, которое нуждается в разъяснении. 

 Некоторые из представителей разведки или «энтузиастов», 

маскирующихся под таковых, которые сделали и продолжают делать 

наибольший вред мне, на самом деле могут считаться нацистами. Но наверно 

было бы несправедливо обрисовывать всех работников западных спецслужб 

как нацистов. И все же, открытым остается вопрос, почему эти 

разведывательные организации позволяют откровенным фашистам делать 

свое дело от их имени. 

Эти нацисты не так глупы. На самом деле индивидуумы, которых я 

имею в виду, очень изощрены. Они — хамелеоны, которые создают видимость, 
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что обладают взглядами, общепринятыми в демократическом обществе. 

Нужно знать их очень хорошо, чтобы понимать действительную природу из 

взглядов. Они сумели ввести в заблуждение множество людей, изображая меня 

как «врага», в то время как на самом деле это были они, кто сделали и 

продолжают совершать ужасные вещи против моей семьи. Так они «уважают 

свою религию» и «борются за семейные ценности». 

Это не все. Их понятия о том, как надо обращаться с политическими 

диссидентами, очень далеки от любой идеи демократии. Они используют свою 

спонсируемую государством слежку, со всеми ее нарушениями прайвеси, для 

диффамации и клеветы против меня. Например, когда каждый год я 

подготавливаю свои книги по статистике, используя разнообразные открытые 

источники, в том числе публикации ЦРУ, они распространяют слухи, что я 

«крот» и «шпион». Они называют это своим «социальным контролем». 

И после всего этого они часто вполне успешно мобилизуют мнение 

определенной части публики против меня — они говорят, что, когда я 

проливаю свет на их отвратительные дела и ужасную атмосферу, которую они 

создают, это делает меня «антиамериканским». 

Похожие проблемы предстают перед иммигрантами разного 

происхождения, и они шире, чем просто вопросы взаимодействия с западными 

спецслужбами. Проблемы, поднятые в этой книге, могут быть поняты как 

вопросы доминирования и подчинения, которые существуют даже в самых 

развитых и просвещенных странах. Хороший пример — это проблема 

исламских террористов. Многие из этих террористов в западноевропейских 

обществах не являются беженцами из Ближнего Востока, бегущими от каких-

то войн. Многие из них родились в Европе и являются гражданами 

Европейского Союза. 

 В марте 2016-го года, после террористических атак в Брюсселе, Би-

Би-Си показало интересную программу.404 Они проинтервьюировали белого 

бельгийского тренера одного боксерского клуба, который тренировал молодых 

мусульманских ребят. Многие из них были радикализованы. Он говорит: 

«Радикализация не начинается с какой-то религиозной идеи — она начинается 

с того, что эти ребята становятся сытыми по горло от западных обществ». Это 

звучит очень верно. И хотя первоначальное намерение моих мыслей не было 

таковым, я должен признать, что часть ответственности за это лежит на 

западных обществах. Несмотря на все разговоры о малтикультурализме, 

демократии и правах человека, исламские иммигранты обнаруживают себя 

погруженными в очень несовершенную систему взаимоотношений. Мне 

трудно найти хороший ярлык для этой системы взаимоотношений. Один 

возможный ярлык — это «расизм». Западноевропейские общества очень 

старые, с сильным национализмом и культурой. На бытовом уровне 

определенно существует сильный расистский аспект в отношении к 

иммигрантам из Ближнего Востока. Немного обобщая, это система 

взаимоотношений, где иммигрантам уготованы вторые роли, и их порой 

подвергают откровенной дискриминации и эксплуатации. И в реальной жизни 

 

    404 BBC program on March 26, 2016. 
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эта система подкрепляется целым набором культурных предрассудков. 

Обычно мы говорим о культуре как о чем-то возвышенном. Но достаточно 

вспомнить Фрейда, чтобы сказать, что культура — это насилие. Конечно, 

молодые ребята ближневосточного происхождения недовольны, что им 

суждено быть уборщиками полов. Радикальный ислам только дает 

формулировку этому недовольству и накопленному раздражению, 

предоставляет план действий и придает смысл этому плану действий. 

 В моем случае я не принадлежу исламской традиции, а чувствую, как 

христианин. Плюс мне посчастливилось иметь некоторое образование. Так что 

мой план действий не направлен на насильственный джихад — я предпочитаю 

писать книги. 

 К слову, сейчас в порядке вещей критиковать слабости бельгийской и 

европейской разведок. Мне не думается, что здесь проблема. У них вполне 

хорошая разведка — в конце концов, Брюссель — это столица Европейского 

Союза и НАТО. Когда я работал в Брюсселе, они очень хорошо висели на моем 

«хвосте». Их некомпетентность не технического характера. Одна из основных 

идей этой книги: каждый день, который западные спецслужбы тратят на таких 

людей как я, это день, потерянный для настоящих террористов. 

 Возвращаясь к технологии современной слежки, примененной ко 

мне, не кажется ли Вам, что такое глубокое нарушение прайвеси 

возмутительно и представляет собой преступление? Вы не хотите слышать, 

что они сделали что-то плохое по отношению к нам? — Вы должны уделить 

этому внимание. В конечном итоге любое правительство зависит от мнения 

своих подданных. Что критически важно, так это образование всех людей 

как Вы. Но это образование не дается, а берется. Вы должны изучать 

технологию и пограничные правовые вопросы электронной слежки, где это 

только возможно: на уроках основ гражданского права в школах и 

университетах и в обсуждениях в кругу семьи, — или существование безо 

всякого намека на прайвеси станет вашим будущим! [PX=10]
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The Art of Surveillance 

Искусство слежки 

Definition of Surveillance 

Определение слежки 

 Folklore Unit 654 

Tailing 

Хвост 

 Folklore Unit 655 

Opening of Postal Mail 

Перлюстрация почты 

 Folklore Unit 656 

Surreptitious Entry 

Потайной вход в жилище 

 Folklore Unit 715 

Listening through Walls 

Прослушивание через стены 

 Folklore Unit 727 

Seeing through Walls 

Просмотр через стены 

 Folklore Unit 728 

Listening to Conversations Far Away 

Прослушивание разговоров издалека 

 Folklore Unit 752 

Wiretapping and Eavesdropping (Bugging) 

Подслушивание телефонных и устных разговоров 

 Folklore Unit 757 

Room Surveillance through a Telephone 

Подслушивание разговоров в комнате через телефон 

 Folklore Unit 791 

Surveillance of Conversations in a Car 

Подслушивание разговоров в автомобиле 

 Folklore Unit 791 
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Cellular Interception 

Перехват разговоров по мобильному телефону 

 Folklore Unit 774 

FAX Interception 

Перехват факсов 

 Folklore Unit 729 

Pager Interception 

Перехват пейджеров 

 Folklore Unit 730 

Tracking 

Отслеживание при передвижениях на автомобиле 

 Folklore Unit 846 

Optics 

Оптическая слежка 

 Folklore Unit 851 & 852 

Night Vision Options 

Слежка через системы ночного видения 

 Folklore Unit 855 

Video-Recorded Surveillance 

Слежка с видеозаписью 

 Folklore Unit 868 

Naked Machine 

«Стриптизные машины» 

 Folklore Unit 843 

Closed Circuit TV 

Слежка через замкнутые телевизионные системы 

 Folklore Unit 867 

Covert Pinhole Lens 

Скрытые видеокамеры «размером с булавочную головку» 

 Folklore Unit 867 

Covert Bulb Cameras 

Скрытые видеокамеры-лампочки 

 Folklore Unit 867 
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Surveillance of Watches 

Слежка через наручные часы 

 Folklore Unit 846 & 757 

Surveillance of Cell Phones 

Слежка за мобильными телефонами 

 Folklore Unit 757 

Surveillance of Smart Phones 

Слежка за смартфонами 

 Folklore Unit 791 

Surveillance of Personal Computers 

Слежка за персональными компьютерами 

 Folklore Unit 892 

Surveillance of Smart TVs 

Слежка через смарт-телевизоры 

 Folklore Unit 892 

Surveillance through Concealed Items 

Слежка через спрятанные предметы 

 Folklore Unit 757 

Surveillance of Electronic Communications 

Слежка за электронными коммуникациями 

 Folklore Unit 875 & 923-931 

Total Surveillance 

Тотальная слежка 

 Folklore Unit 768 

Mass Location Tracking 

Массовая слежка за местонахождением людей 

 Folklore Unit 953 

Voice Recognition Surveillance 

Слежка распознования голоса 

 Folklore Unit 954 

Face Recognition Surveillance 

Слежка распознования лиц 

 Folklore Unit 955 
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Gait Recognition Surveillance 

Слежка распознования походки 

 Folklore Unit 956 

Mass Surveillance 

Массовая слежка 

 Folklore Unit 953, 954, 955 & 956 
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134 

"We live in Greenwich Village." 

«Мы живем в Гринвич-Виллидж». 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: 1982. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Matter of fact. 

CONTEXT: This was said by my English teacher when he described where he lived. The region of Greenwich Village is 

architecturally one of the most interesting in New York. It is a traditional center of culture, with many art galleries. But 

this is not what most strikes a visitor to Greenwich Village. There are many streets here, in which men walk with their 

arms around other men (sometimes women with women). There are bars in which there are only men, stores with only 

men, and, I believe, movies are also only for men. 

 Сказано преподавателем английского при описании дома. Район Гринвич-Виллидж — архитектурно 

один из самых интересных в Нью-Йорке. Это традиционный центр искусства, здесь много картинных галерей. 

Но не это больше всего поражает посетителя Гринвич-Виллидж. В нем есть много улиц, где под руки ходят 

мужчины с мужчинами (иногда женщины с женщинами). Бары, где сидят одни мужчины, в магазинчиках — одни 

мужчины и, по-моему, кинотеатры — тоже только для мужчин. [PX=10; OPX=9] 

METACONTEXT-A: In New York there are many pornographic movie houses of all kinds. Three quarters of the New 

York newspaper kiosks sell "dream-girls." The distinguishing feature of Greenwich Village is homosexual pornography. 

 В Нью-Йорке много порнографических кинотеатров всякого рода. Три четверти Нью-Йоркского 

газетного киоска — «девушки моей мечты». Отличительная черта Гринвич-Виллидж — порно гомосексуальное. 

[PX=10; OPX=9] 

METACONTEXT-P: Generally, I considered indecent to pay attention to magazines with photos of “dream-girls”. But 

here comes one remarkable episode. 

 I had many interviews looking for a job as a computer programmer in New York City in 1982, but all without 

success, even though I had an experience as a computer programmer back in the U.S.S.R. Finally, I was given a job in a 

peculiar software company where all programmers were “Russians” – immigrants from the Soviet Union. 

 Once, at home, I took an interest in a women’s fashion magazine with pictures of nice-looking young women. 

The next day, a manager in our company, S. T., asked me, looking directly into my eyes, with particular expression 

in his voice: “You like pictures of beautiful girls?” 

 It has to be said that I was looking at the fashion magazine at the counter in the kitchen. The magazine was lying 

horizontally, so there was no chance it was visible through the windows by external observation. The only possibility was 

a CCTV installed near the bulb at the ceiling of the kitchen, or more probably, from the bulb itself. So, the idea that there 

could be a covert CCTV through bulbs, used for surveillance against me in the U.S., crossed my mind for the first time.  

 

Вообще-то я считал не вполне моральным обращать внимание на журналы с фотографиями «девушек моей 

мечты». Но стоит упоминания один примечательный эпизод. 

 В 1982-м году у меня было много попыток найти работу программистом в Нью-Йорке, но все 

безуспешные несмотря на то, что у меня был опыт работы программистом в СССР. В конце концов я устроился 

на работу в одной очень своеобразной компьютерной компании, где все программисты были «русскими» - 

иммигрантами из Советского Союза. 

 Однажды, находясь в нашей квартире, я заинтересовался женским журналом моды с фотографиями 

красивых молодых женщин. На следующий день менеджер нашей компании, С. Т., спросил меня, глядя прямо в 

глаза, с особым выражением в голосе: «Ты любишь фотографии красивых девочек?» 

 Нужно сказать, что я смотрел фотографии в журнале мод на стойке на кухне. Журнал лежал 

горизонтально, так что не было никакой возможности, чтобы его увидели из окон через наружное наблюдение. 

Единственной возможностью было использование замкнутой телевизионной системы слежения, установленной 

около лампочки на потолке кухни, или, более вероятно, через саму лампочку. Так идея о том, что замкнутые 

телевизионные системы слежения могут использоваться для слежки за мной в США, впервые посетила меня. 

[PX=10] 
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645 

"— Have you had multiple sexual partners? 

— In the whole my life, I have not had any kind of sex with anybody except my wife.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: Beginning of the 1990s. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calmly. 

CONTEXT: This was a conversation at with a doctor. My response remains true up to this day (2020). [PX=10] 

 

646 

"The boss thinks he is a masturbator.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: 1990s. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Laughingly. 

CONTEXT: This was the part of a conversation at a business trip. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-H: I have made a lot of business trips, but on business trips I live like a monk. Sometimes also — 

though rarely — it has been inferred that I was a pervert, a masturbator. 

 It is probably caused by a collision of attitudes towards sexual abstinence that differ to those of the country and 

cultural strata from which I came. I consider that to be a form of rationalization by people who have difficulty imagining 

sexual attitudes different from their own. 

 In the teenage years I had gone through all the normal periods of sexual development of boys, including, when it 

was supposed, masturbation, but no more than that and not after that. 

 Studies show that a vast majority of teenage boys go through a period of masturbation. “The U.S. zoologist Alfred 

Kinsey and others estimated that at mid-20th century at least 92 percent of all U.S. males and 70-80 percent of all females 

have indulged in masturbation and European studies show comparable figures.”405 

 I stopped masturbation after the teenage years, that is many years before I married at the age of 27 and have never 

done it since being a teenager. [PX=10; OPX=9] 

METACONTEXT-P: Three Essays on the Theory of Sexuality is a 1905 work by Sigmund Freud which advanced his 

theory of sexuality, in particular its relation to childhood. These essays are one of Freud’s most momentous and original 

contributions to human knowledge. 

 Freud’s first essay, on “The Sexual Aberrations”, designated “the person from whom sexual attraction proceeds 

the sexual object and the act towards which the instinct tends the sexual aim,” and stressed that “numerous deviations 

appear in respect of both of these — the sexual object and the sexual aim.” Turning to neurotics, Freud emphasized that 

“in them tendencies to every kind of perversion can be shown to exist as unconscious forces… neurosis is, as it were, the 

negative of perversion.” Freud concluded that “a disposition to perversions is an original and universal disposition of the 

human sexual instinct and that… this postulated constitution, containing the germs of all the perversions, will only be 

demonstrable in children.” 

 His second essay, on “Infantile Sexuality”, demonstrated that “children are born with sexual urges, which undergo 

a complicated development before they attain the familiar adult form.” Freud argued thereby that “perversion” was present 

even among the healthy, and that the path towards a mature and normal sexual attitude began not at puberty but at early 

childhood. Looking at children, Freud claimed that “infantile sexual emotions and desires take many and varied forms, not 

all of them palpably erotic: thumb sucking and other displays of autoerotism, retention of feces, sibling rivalry, 

masturbation.” 

 The years of puberty and adolescence, to which Freud devoted the last of his three essays “consolidate sexual 

identity, revive long-buried oedipal attachments, establish the dominance of the genitals for the attainment of sexual 

gratification.” In “The Transformations of Puberty” Freud also formalized the distinction between the pleasures of infantile 

sexuality which “may be suitably described as ‘fore-pleasures’ in contrast to the ‘end-pleasure’ or pleasure of satisfaction 

derived from the sexual act.” 

 Freud sought to link to his theory of the unconscious put forward in The Interpretation of Dreams (1899) and his 

work on hysteria by means of positing sexuality as the driving force of both neuroses (through repression) and 

perversion.406 [PX=10] 

 

    405 Reference: Encyclopedia Britannica (1983)(2), v. VI, p. 682. 

    406 Psychology: Freud (1962-1975), v. VII and edited Wikipedia. 
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METACONTEXT-A: According to Freud, neuroses almost universally accompany young people when they realize that 

they are sexual beings and go away from perversion. In Three Essays on the Theory of Sexuality Freud employs a simple 

contrasting of perversion and neuroses, but in a broader context it makes sense to talk about the period when young people 

stop perversion, but do not have sex yet, as the period when neurotic tendencies are at their peak. In the modern Western 

societies that period is typically short, but in more traditional societies, like pre-1917 Russia and, to some degree, classical 

Soviet Union, it was longer and more expressed. In their neurotic adaptation, young people of that period of sexual 

development in pre-1917 Russia were naturally enthusiastic about the “mystique of revolution”; in the late Soviet times 

they could have been easy recruits to the “dissident” movement. [PX=10] 

 

747 From the Parallel Universe 

“They run this company like a totalitarian state.” [PX=10] 

“Surveillance is everywhere in this company.” [PX=9] 

“In other companies there is also surveillance sometimes, but people are told about it.” [PX=10] 

“They are so right-wing — they are true Fascists. They hate Alexander because he is a smart Democrat.” [PX=9] 

PERIOD: 1999-2003. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Compassion and [wild?] guesses. 

CONTEXT: My wife and I worked at the same workplace in one of the companies with which we had been engaged over 

the years. [PX=10; OPX=2] 

 

748 Completely Fictionalized 

“I do not see anything wrong in a totalitarian state.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: May 19, 2015. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Self-justification. 

CONTEXT: G. is saying at work. [PX=0] 

 

767 

"I drove in a heavy snowstorm from Oklahoma-City to Duncan, Oklahoma at night on January 21, 2000 to see my gravely 

ill father.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: January 21-22, 2000. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Sorrow. 

CONTEXT: My father died on the next day after my arrival with my mother at this bed-site to the very end. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-P: The standard Freudian interpretation of my 1975 leaflets would probably be that they were caused 

by Oedipus complex. 

 I can only say to this that in 1975 I did not know the ideas of subconscious psychodynamics of Freudian 

psychoanalysis. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: I am aware that modern psychology is skeptical about Freudian psychoanalysis. Still, Freud was a 

great psychiatrist who had good practical results and Freudian psychoanalysis is a part of our cultural tradition. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: My dad was dying from cancer. He had burned away in less than a year. A standard questionnaire 

to cancer patients in the United States includes a supposedly unscientific question: “What do you think was the cause of 

your illness?” My father answered: “The U.S. and NATO’s war against Yugoslavia”. 

 I often think about that answer. 

 In March 1999, the airplane with then Russian Prime Minister Yevgeny Primakov was on the route to 

Washington, DC for negotiations to try to find a peaceful solution to the Kosovo crisis when the U.S. Vice President Al 

Gore phoned Primakov and told him that a decision was made to bomb Serbia. Primakov said: “You are making a big 

mistake, the mistake of historic proportions” and turned his plane back over the Atlantic Ocean. 

 The story about the Primakov’s conversation with Al Gore was told on a popular show of Russian First TV 

Channel on April 15, 2017. The man telling the story was President of Russian news agency ITAR-TASS. He was a very 

influential personality during perestroika years in the 1980s and in Yeltsin government in the 1990s. Being a very talented 

man, at 29 he was marked to be the Chief Editor of one of the main Russian newspapers, and at 34 he was appointed the 

head of ITAR-TASS. He was one of the early supporters of Gorbachev. Many times, he risked his life in support of the 

reforms. In 1991, during the attempted coup against Gorbachev he smuggled a videotape of Gorbachev’s denunciation of 
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the coup plotters. He said that Gorbachev at the moment of the interview did not know if he would live. Perhaps the head 

of ITAR-TASS did not know he would survive the ordeal either. In 1993, during the constitutional crisis in Russia, the 

armed representatives of the pro-Communist rebellious parliament came to the headquarters of ITAR-TASS and demanded 

to transmit a proclamation about the overthrow of Yeltsin. Again, the head of ITAR-TASS and his staff sabotaged the 

demands of these armed men with the risk for their lives; the history of Russia might have turned the other way if they 

transmitted this proclamation. When telling the story about Primakov’s turning back over the Atlantic, he commented that 

they did not feel they were left any other dignified choice by the Americans. That was a very painful admission taking into 

account the role of this man in perestroika and the following reforms. 

 The historic turnaround of Russia coincided with the story of our family in a very personal way too. [PX=10] 

 

1140 

“— He is a public enemy. 

— Yes, enemy of the people.” 

«— Он — враг народа. 

— Да, враг народа.» 

[PX=10] 
PERIOD: August 7, 2015. 
FRQ: Once. 
EMOTION: Condemnation. 
CONTEXT: The conversation of customers of one of car dealerships. 

I have just finished going through the next bunch of books about private investigators, the FBI, CIA, MI5, 

Mossad, surveillance, privacy, and social control. I made some notes and wrote what I thought about Western 

intelligence services. 

 

Разговор между посетителями одного автомобильного дилерства. 

Я только что закончил просматривать следующую порцию книг о частных детективах, ФБР, ЦРУ, 

МИ-5, Моссаде, слежке, прайвеси и социальном контроле. Я сделал кое-какие заметки и написал, что я думаю 

о западных разведслужбах. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-H: Recently, in the connection with my opinions on the Ukrainian crisis, they have started to call 

me a “public enemy” and “enemy of the people.” I would only suggest them to Google the history of the words “enemy 

of the people.”407 

In many matters, including surveillance, Americans like to act collectively. They think it somehow makes 

their actions “democratic” and gives them some kind of ethical indulgence. But very often that “collectivity” is just 

thinly disguised power of the crowd. And, of course, the moral level of the crowd is below the lowest imaginable. 

 

В последнее время, в связи с моими взглядами по украинскому кризису, меня начали называть 

«врагом народа». Я бы только предложил этим людям поискать в Интернете историю слов «враг народа».408 

Во многих делах, включая слежку, американцы любят действовать сообща. Они думают, что это 

каким-то образом делает их поведение «демократическим» и дает им некую индульгенцию. Но очень часто 

эта «коллективность» служит лишь тонким прикрытием власти толпы. И, конечно, морально-этический 

уровень толпы ниже плинтуса. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-P: The realistic concept of human nature seems to be required. Very often there is a politically 

correct tendency to view people in exclusively positive light. In Russia specifically, the opposition intelligentsia, 

aggrieved by severity of Russian problems and impressed by superior level of material life in the West, often creates 

an unrealistically favorable picture of Western people. As one opposition journalist in Russia recently has stated, 

“Even a policeman in London looks like a professor of Moscow State University”. 

 Human nature is much more dualistic: people everywhere are capable of both good and evil. Freud and Jung 

understood that particularly well. 

 

Видна необходимость в реалистической концепции человеческой природы. Очень часто существует 

политически корректная тенденция рассматривать людей в исключительно положительном свете. В России, 

 

    407 See, for example: political entries on the Internet: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Enemy_of_the_people; 

http://www.crossroad.to/text/articles/teotp1196.html; and a philosophical work: Literature: Ibsen (1999). 

    408 See, for example: political entries on the Internet: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Enemy_of_the_people; 

http://www.crossroad.to/text/articles/teotp1196.html; and a philosophical work: Literature: Ibsen (1999). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Enemy_of_the_people
http://www.crossroad.to/text/articles/teotp1196.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Enemy_of_the_people
http://www.crossroad.to/text/articles/teotp1196.html
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в частности, оппозиционная интеллигенция, уставшая от серьезности российских проблем и впечатленная 

более высоким уровнем материальной жизни на Западе, часто создает нереалистично положительную картину 

о характере западных людей. Как недавно сказал один оппозиционный российский журналист, «Даже 

полицейский в Лондоне выглядит как профессор МГУ». 

 Человеческая природа гораздо более дуалистична: люди везде способны как к добру, так и ко злу. 

Фрейд и Юнг понимали это очень хорошо. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: According to The Economist, “It apparently takes from 20 to 60 people to follow a single 

suspect around the clock.”409 “But the numbers [of suspects] are so large that it is impossible even for the most 

generously funded agencies to monitor them all.”410 For this reason and because of legal restrictions on electronic 

surveillance by government entities, a group conducting surveillance would often be constituted mostly from regular 

people (the scale of this nongovernment extension of surveillance is however a speculative matter). Regular people 

involved in surveillance would talk to their friends. That would be the immediate environment where I hear my 

“folklore”. 

 Many years ago, I thought that this “folklore” is just the evidence of low level of professionalism of American 

intelligence services. Now, I realize that they may comparatively openly speak because electronic surveillance is 

judicially unpunishable. The existence of such surveillance is almost impossible to prove in a court of law. Most of 

the people who are talking are unknown to me. Even if I pinpoint any of them, they most probably would not testify 

in court. They are bound by mutual responsibility, frankpledge, and laws (such as the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance 

Act) prohibiting them to disclose the existence of electronic surveillance. 

There is interesting geographic twist to people’s attitudes to what I have to say. In the country-side heartland 

I meet mostly negative reactions (or, more exactly, most of the negative reactions). In Jersey City, where we have our 

working office, and in New York City across the Hudson River, people usually are quite interested in my views and I 

sense friendly attitude to me. 

There is also another interesting coincidence. New York has a disproportionate part of all wiretaps in the 

United States. In 2014, 10,579 thousand communications were intercepted in criminal wiretaps (federal and state) in 

the whole of the U.S. In the same year, 2,131 thousand communications (federal and state) were intercepted in New 

York.411 That would constitute 20.14% of all intercepts in criminal wiretaps. In 2014, the population of New York 

constituted 6.19% of the total population of the United States.412 In other words, a New Yorker was 3.25 times more 

likely to be wiretapped than an average American. It looks like the governing elites of New York are much more 

accustomed to rule with the help of wiretaps than it is customary in other places of the U.S. Not surprisingly New 

Yorkers are very receptive the main topic of this book — electronic surveillance. 

 

В соответствии с Экономистом, «По-видимому, требуется от 20 до 60 людей, чтобы следить за одним 

подозреваемым в течение суток».413 «Но число (подозреваемых) так велико, что даже для самых хорошо 

финансируемых агентств невозможно следить за всеми ими».414 По этой причине и из-за легальных 

ограничений на электронную слежку правительственными службами группа, осуществляющая слежку, часто 

состоит из по большей части обыкновенных людей (масштабы такого неправительственного расширения 

слежки, однако, есть предмет спекуляции). Обыкновенные люди, вовлеченные в слежку, говорят со своими 

друзьями. Это составляет непосредственное окружение, в котором я слышу свой «фольклор». 

 Много лет назад я думал, что «фольклор» в основном доказательство низкого уровня 

профессионализма американских спецслужб. Сейчас я понимаю, что они могут относительно открыто 

говорить, потому что электронная слежка юридически не наказуема. Существование такой слежки почти 

невозможно доказать в суде. Большинство говорящих людей незнакомые мне люди. Даже если я 

идентифицирую кого-то из них, они скорее всего не будут давать показаний в суде. Они связаны круговой 

порукой и законами (такими как Закон о слежке за иностранными разведками), которые запрещают им 

разглашать существование электронной слежки. 

Есть интересный географический аспект отношения людей к тому, что я говорю. В пригородах и в 

глубинке страны я слышу по большей части отрицательные отзывы (или, точнее, большинство отрицательных 

отзывов). В Джерси-Сити, где у нас рабочий офис, и через реку Гудзон в Нью-Йорке люди обычно очень 

 

    409 The Economist (November 21st-27th, 2015), p. 22. 

    410 Ibid. 

    411 Calculated on the basis of Wiretap Report, 2014. 

    412 Encyclopedia Britannica Book of the Year, 2015. 

    413 The Economist (November 21st-27th, 2015), p. 22. 

    414 Ibid. 
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заинтересованы услышать мои взгляды, и я чувствую дружеское к себе отношение. 

Есть также другое интересное совпадение. На Нью-Йорк выпадает непропорциональная часть всех 

подслушиваний в Соединенных Штатах. В 2014-м году, 10,579 тысяч сообщений было перехвачено в 

криминальных подслушиваниях (федеральных и штатных) во всем США. В том же году, 2,131 тысяча 

сообщений (федеральных и штатных) было перехвачено в Нью-Йорке.415 Это составило 20.14% всех 

перехватов по криминальным подслушиваниям. В 2014-м году, население Нью-Йорка составило 6.19% 

общего населения Соединённых Штатов.416 Другими словами, ньюйоркец был подвержен в 3.25 большей 

вероятности быть подслушан, чем средний американец. Похоже, что правящие элиты Нью-Йорка привыкли 

гораздо больше полагаться на управление с помощью подслушиваний, чем это принято в других местах США. 

Не удивительно, что ньюйоркцы очень восприимчивы к главной теме этой книги — электронной слежке. 

[PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: I would like to stop on three aspects of 24 x 7 surveillance I am subjected to in the United 

States: eavesdropping, wiretapping of computers, and covert CCTV. 

 With regard to eavesdropping I just would like to give this citation: "Most individuals may be confident that there 

is no possibility that they could be followed on a 24-hour basis for a period ranging from months to years, having their 

most intimate secrets and conversations compromised without any indication. There are a number of spies, terrorists, and 

general criminals in prison today who now know the truth."417 It happens that I have become aware of the indications of 

eavesdropping and I am telling about them in this book. 

 In the beginning of 2017, I was writing a special program, which I did not want others to know. Mindful of 

my previous experience with wiretapping of my company laptops, I bought my own laptop for that occasion. 

Nevertheless, when the work on my program was in progress, I overheard a conversation discussing this program. 

From this we may conclude that even non-work laptops, not connected to our business networks in any way, may be 

subjected to (almost) real-time wiretapping. Most probably this type of wiretapping is achieved through a program 

(virus), which is installed on a laptop. Such program (virus) may capture various information on the laptop and 

transmit it when the laptop has Internet access. 

 I also have incontrovertible evidence that my other desktop at home, which is not connected to the Internet 

at all, is also being wiretapped, apparently using more sophisticated technical means. Most probably they broke in 

when I was not home, installing a device on my computer that would report my keystrokes. 

 Also, in the beginning of 2017, I found a confirmation of the thought that regular bulbs could be used for 

covert CCTV. There was an advertisement on Internet for a “spy camera hidden in a light bulb is a great solution for 

those who are looking for a hidden camera solution… where wireless hidden cameras can't be used.” It “can be plugged 

in to any light bulb fixture and lets you carry the video signal over … electrical lines.” “It is really easy to use and 

gets rid of all the wires and power cords needed for most hidden cameras. All you have to do is screw the light bulb 

into any fixture.” The light bulb camera and decoder cost 285 dollars.418 

 

Я бы хотел остановиться на трех аспектах слежки, которой я подвергаюсь 24 часа в сутки 7 дней в 

неделю в США: подслушивании, слежке за компьютерами и слежке через скрытые замкнутые телевизионные 

системы. 

 Касательно подслушивания я только хотел бы привести следующую цитату: «Может быть, большинство 

людей уверены, что невозможно, чтобы за ними следили 24 часа в сутки на протяжении месяцев или лет, узнавая 

об их самых интимных секретах и разговорах безо всяких на то признаков. Сегодня значительное число шпионов, 

террористов и обычных преступников, находящихся в тюрьмах, знают истинное положение вещей».419 Так 

сложилось, что я стал обладателем знания о признаках подслушивания и я рассказываю о них в своей книге. 

В начале 2017-го года я писал программу, о которой я не хотел, чтобы знали другие. Имея в виду мой 

предыдущий опыт слежки за компьютерами в нашей компании, я купил свой собственный ноутбук для этой 

задачи. Тем не менее, в дни, когда я работал над своей программой, я услышал разговор, обсуждающий эту 

программу. Из этого мы можем заключить, что даже не рабочие ноутбуки, не связанные никак с рабочими 

сетями, могут подвергаться слежке (почти) в режиме реального времени. Скорее всего такой тип слежки 

достигается некой программой (вирусом), установленной на ноутбуке. Такая программа (вирус) может 

 

    415 Calculated on the basis of Wiretap Report, 2014. 

    416 Encyclopedia Britannica Book of the Year, 2015. 

    417 Law: ACM IV Security Services (1993), p. x. 

    418 http://www.123-cctv.com/spy-cameras/hidden-light-bulb-camera.html (retrieved 2017-11-02). 

    419 Law: ACM IV Security Services (1993), p. x. 

http://www.123-cctv.com/spy-cameras/hidden-light-bulb-camera.html
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собирать разнообразную информацию на ноутбуке и передавать ее, когда ноутбук имеет доступ к Интернету. 

 У меня также есть бесспорные свидетельства того, что мой другой персональный компьютер дома, 

который вообще не подключен к Интернету, также «подслушивается» (за неимением лучшего русского 

термина), по всей видимости с использованием более сложных технических методов. Наиболее вероятно, что 

они взломали двери с помощью отмычек или копии ключа, когда я был не дома, установив устройство на 

моем компьютере, которое сообщает мои нажатия клавиш на клавиатуре. 

Также в начале 2017-го года я нашел подтверждение мысли, что обычные лампочки могут 

использоваться как скрытые замкнутые телевизионные системы слежения. На Интернете была реклама 

«шпионской камеры, спрятанной в электрической лампочке, которая служит великолепным решением там,… 

где скрытые камеры, передающие по радио, не могут быть использованы». Она «может быть использована в 

любой системе освещения и позволяет вам передавать видео сигнал по… электрическим проводам». «Ею 

очень легко пользоваться, и она избавляет вас от проводов и подачи электроэнергии, необходимых для 

большинства скрытых камер. Все, что вам нужно сделать, это ввернуть эту лампочку в любую систему 

освещения». Лампочка с камерой и расшифровывающее устройство стоят 285 долларов.420[PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-H: Section “Folklore of 1987” mentions instances when the word “Black” was used. 

 Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA) is aimed at “agents of foreign powers”. FISA specifically 

prohibits “agents of foreign powers” from suing the American government for violations of their constitutional rights. 

The only way to prove that you are not an “agent of foreign power” is in court. So, while you are named an “agent of 

foreign power” you cannot do anything. That is why this is a Fascist law. 

 What blacks? Blacks have constitutional rights. 

 

Раздел «Фольклор 1987-го года» упоминает случаи употребления слова «Черный». 

Закон о слежке за иностранными разведками нацелен против «агентов иностранных держав». Этот 

закон специально воспрещает «агентам иностранных держав» судить американское правительство за 

нарушение их конституционных прав. Единственный способ доказать, что вы не «агент иностранной 

державы» это в суде. Так что, пока вас называют «агентом иностранной державы», вы не можете ничего 

сделать. Поэтому это фашистский закон. 

Какие черные? Черные имеют конституционные права. [PX=10] 

 

1159 Completely Fictionalized 

“G. knows everything.” 

«Г. знает все». 

[PX=0] 

PERIOD: 1990s. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Scared. 

CONTEXT: One of our co-workers after a conversation with G. in which G. one more time demonstrated the 

knowledge about private details of a family life of that co-worker. 

Одна из наших сотрудниц после разговора с Г. еще раз убедилась, что Г. знает детали частной жизни 

ее семьи. [PX=0] 

METACONTEXT-A: It was one of the first hints that not our family might be under close surveillance in our 

company. 

Это был один из первых намеков, что не только наша семья может быть под колпаком в нашей 

компании. [PX=0] 

METACONTEXT-H: Bad things can happen spontaneously in life. There is common saying: “That is life” to explain 

such inevitabilities. But one should be careful applying that to our Company. G. and other people like him were either 

indeed connected to some spy organizations or were thoroughly paranoid. They had a habit for surreptitious watch 

over their employees. 

To many other examples in this book I would like to add that I remember instances when certain individuals 

who had the trust of the high management of our Company were calling the FBI to discuss “suspicious” passages from 

my books. Needless to say, the manuscripts were obtained covertly. 

It has recently become common knowledge in our Company that special persons were authorized to have full 

access to all emails of all employees and to electronically eavesdrop on their oral conversations. Among those special 

persons was my uncle, Zaven (during the last 30 years, Zaven had worked in our Company; he died from a heart attack 

 

    420 http://www.123-cctv.com/spy-cameras/hidden-light-bulb-camera.html (retrieved 2017-11-02). 

http://www.123-cctv.com/spy-cameras/hidden-light-bulb-camera.html
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during a business trip to Saudi Arabia in 2019). Such surveillance was an expensive exercise in both time and money. 

According to the surveillance industry standards the in-depth electronic monitoring of a person (which I had reasons 

to think was the case with me) cost at least about 70 thousand dollars a year421. Though the sources in our Company 

insisted that the in-depth monitoring was not them — it was the FBI. Nevertheless, the specifically authorized people 

in our Company (other than my uncle who was very upset because of his assignment) had enough capability to watch 

over the most intimate aspects of the life of the Company employees. 

 

Плохие вещи происходят в жизни спонтанно. Обычно говорят: «Это жизнь» чтобы объяснить такие 

неизбежности. Но нужно быть осторожным, применяя это к нашей компании. Г. и другие подобные ему люди 

или на самом деле были связаны с какими-то спецслужбами или были большими параноиками. У них была 

привычка скрытно наблюдать за своими работниками. 

Ко многим другим примерам в этой книге я хотел бы добавить, что я помню случаи, когда 

определенные индивидуумы, имевшие доверие высшего руководства нашей компании, звонили в ФБР чтобы 

обсуждать «подозрительные» отрывки из моей книги. Излишне говорить, что черновики были получены 

скрытными методами. 

В недавнем прошлом в нашей компании стало достоянием гласности, что особые лица получили 

разрешение на полный доступ ко всей электронной переписке всех работников и на электронное 

подслушивание их устных разговоров. Среди этих особых лиц был мой дядя, Завен (в течение последних 30 

лет Завен работал в нашей компании; он умер от инфаркта во время командировки в Саудовскую Аравию в 

2019-м году). Такая слежка ― дорогостоящее упражнение, как по времени, так и по деньгам. По стандартам 

индустрии слежки глубокая электронная слежка за одним человеком (на что у меня были основания думать 

применительно к себе) стоила по крайней мере 70 тысяч долларов в год422. Хотя источники в нашей компании 

настаивали, что глубокая слежка была не их рук делом, а ФБР . Тем не менее, особо уполномоченные люди в 

нашей компании (иные, чем мой дядя, который был очень расстроен и возмущен таким заданием) имели 

достаточно средств, чтобы следить за самыми интимными аспектами жизни работников компании. [PX=0] 

  

 

    421 See: Wiretap Report 2018. 

    422 See: Wiretap Report 2018. 
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My uncle, Zaven, in 2018, before the last trip to Saudi Arabia. 

Мой дядя, Завен, в 2018-м году, перед последним путешествием в Саудовскую Аравию. 
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1160 Completely Fictionalized 

“Imagine that Nazis have taken over.” 

«Вообразите, что нацисты захватили власть». 

[PX=0] 

PERIOD: Beginning of 2000s. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Scared and outraged. 

CONTEXT: Our manager A.C. has a conflict of interests with J. On a meeting of team leaders asking for heroes. 

У нашего менеджера А.К. конфликт интересов с Дж. На собрании руководителей групп спрашивает, 

кто из нас будет героем. [PX=0] 

METACONTEXT-A: My wife and I had the impression that this was a very literal expression of his feelings and that 

A.C. might have been scared of surveillance in our company. 

Моя жена и я подумали, что это было буквальным выражением его чувств, и что А.К. мог быть 

напуган слежкой в нашей компании. [PX=0] 

 

1161 Completely Fictionalized 

“J. needs to watch over them.” 

«Дж. нужно следить за ними». 

[PX=0] 

PERIOD: 2010s. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Explaining. 

CONTEXT: During lunch G. talks to somebody who looks like another businessman. 

Во время ланча Г. разговаривает с кем-то, кто выглядит как другой бизнесмен. [PX=0] 

 

1163 Completely Fictionalized 

“— It is not fair. 

— It is my social control.” 

«— Это несправедливо. 

— Это мой социальный контроль». 

[PX=0] 

PERIOD: 2010s. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Frustration. 

CONTEXT: One of our managers tries to talk to G. 

Один из наших менеджеров пытается отговорить Г. [PX=0] 

METACONEXT-A: On May 28, 2018 national security analyst Samantha Vinograd was talking on CNN about “an 

intelligence officer’s information war” against ostensibly hostile foreign influences. 

If G. was indeed “an intelligence officer,” I have now a good name for what he was doing against me: 

“information war”. 

 

28 мая 2018-го года аналитик по вопросам национальной безопасности Саманта Виноград говорила 

на Си-Эн-Эн об «информационной войне, которую ведет офицер разведки» против предположительно 

враждебного зарубежного влияния. 

Если Г. и в самом деле был «офицером разведки», у меня сейчас появилось хорошее слово для того, 

что он делал против меня: он вел «информационную войну». [PX=5] 

 

1164 Completely Fictionalized 

“I do not want to say anything to them — I do not want to be in the same situation as Alex.” 

«Я не хочу перечить им — я не хочу быть в такой же ситуации как Алекс». 

[PX=0] 

PERIOD: 2010s. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Explaining. 

CONTEXT: One of our managers says to another manager during a lunch break. 
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Один из наших менеджеров говорит другому менеджеру во время ланча. [PX=0] 

 

1165 Completely Fictionalized 

“— J. may be working for some intelligence service and found it very useful for business. He keeps watch on 

people in our company and hints to them that he knows some compromising private details about them. That is how 

he keeps them under control — and they are scared. 

— Or maybe they just do not want to get involved with him.” 

«— Дж. может быть работает на какую-то разведку и нашел, что это очень помогает бизнесу. Он следит 

за людьми в нашей компании и намекает им, что он знает какие компрометирующие детали из их частной 

жизни. Это то, как он держит их под контролем — и они напуганы. 

— Или, может быть, они просто не хотят связываться с ним». 

[PX=0] 

PERIOD: September 25, 2016. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calmly. 

CONTEXT: From a conversation of my wife with me. 

Из разговора моей жены со мной. [PX=0] 

 

1167 

"— Somebody is saying that today’s Anti-Russian campaign in America is not a new McCarthyism. I think it is. 

Sometimes, I am feeling a pressure of certain disinformation and defamation campaign myself. 

— It would not make any sense. What would be the reason for it? 

— It does not need to have a reason in a normal rational sense. American history knows witch-hunts. What is a 

reason for a witch-hunt? It is first of all a feature of mass psychology. But that does not preclude that some people 

who organize this campaign may have a rationale for conducting it. 

— Who would need to do it to you? 

— It just happened that somehow, besides my will, I might have obtained certain public image. There are some 

powerful people around us who are also interested in politics. Their ideologies may be different from my views. They 

do not want my public image to be too positive. They are more comfortable creating a ‘public Devil’ image. That is 

easy to achieve, taking into account that there are some cultural differences between Americans and the Russian 

immigrants. For example, the later have more traditional views on family and morality. But I think that the major 

driving motivation in this demonization is wariness about some Russian having too much political influence on 

American psyche. In this respect, for them the fact that I was a Soviet dissident is a minor point; in any case, in their 

eyes it is not a point, which would give me the right to openly speak my mind, but rather is a point of concern. 

— Do you know who they are? 

— I have some idea who they could be. If I were more certain, I would sue them for defamation for many 

millions. 

— You will never be able to prove it. 

— We will see.” 

«— Некоторые говорят, что сегодняшняя антирусская кампания в Америке не является новым 

маккартизмом. Думаю, что является. Иногда я чувствую давление определенной кампании по дезинформации 

и диффамации на себе. 

— Это не имеет смысла. Какая могла бы быть для этого причина? 

— Для этого не нужно причины в обычном рациональном смысле. Американская история знает охоты 

за ведьмами. Какая причина у охоты за ведьмами? Она прежде всего представляет собой явление массовой 

психологии. Но это не исключает того, что у людей, организующих эту кампанию, могут быть рациональные 

причины для ее проведения. 

— Кому нужно было бы делать это против тебя? 

— Так получилось, что, может быть, каким-то образом, помимо моей воли, у меня создалось некое 

общественное имя. Вокруг нас могут быть могущественные люди, которые тоже интересуются политикой. Их 

идеологии могут отличаться от моих взглядов. Они не хотят, чтобы мой образ в глазах общества был чересчур 

положительным. Они чувствуют себя более в своей тарелке, создавая образ «народного Дьявола». Этого легко 

достичь, учитывая некоторые культурные различия между американцами и иммигрантами из России. 

Например, последние придерживаются более традиционных взглядов на семью и мораль. Но, я думаю, 

главной движущей пружиной в этой демонизации служит беспокойство о том, чтобы какой-то там русский не 

приобрел слишком большого политического влияния на сознание американцев. В этом смысле тот факт, что 
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я был бывшим советским диссидентом имеет незначительное значение; в любом случае в их глазах он не дает 

мне право открыто высказывать свои мысли, а скорее вызывает тревогу. 

— Ты знаешь, кто они? 

— У меня есть кое-какие идеи, кто это может быть. Если бы я бы знал более определенно, я бы судил 

из-за диффамацию на многие миллионы. 

— Ты никогда не сможешь этого доказать. 

— Посмотрим.» 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1988, 2017-beginning of 2018. 

FRQ: Several times in variations. 

EMOTION: Thinking. 

CONTEXT: This is a general theme of some conversations, which I had with my wife from to time. 

Такова общая схема некоторых из моих разговоров с женой, происходящих время от времени. 

[PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: As far as the broad outlines of this story, I am only sure that at different periods the 

primary motive in this surveillance and violations of privacy often has been simply political PR and defamation of 

inconvenient opponents, while the those conducting surveillance were displaying the behavior of the people who had 

neither mind nor conscience. 

В самых общих чертах моей истории, я могу быть только уверен, что основным мотивом в этой 

слежке и нарушениях прайвеси часто был просто политический пиар и диффамация неудобных оппонентов, 

при том, что те, кто осуществляли слежку, демонстрировали поведение людей, у которых нет ни ума, ни 

совести. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-P: One observer in the connection with my book talked about “mania of persecution”. 

Is this book the evidence of a mania of persecution? Is the recognition of the fact of surveillance the same as 

recognition of persecution or is it just recognition of a potential of persecution? This potential for persecution is 

materialized only in occasional acts, with animosity ranging from half-hearted to openly evil; but when should we 

agree that it fully justifies the use of the word “persecution”? May be the word “persecution” is too loaded in this case, 

maybe we should be talking about recognition of the existence of the “hostile environment”? More specifically, of the 

“environment hostile to different culture”, “hostile to other”? 

 When on a chicken farm you put a colored chicken into a flock of white chicken, the flock would attack the 

colored chicken and eat it alive. It would be funny to say that the colored chicken had a “mania of persecution”. Human 

society is different, but only a bit different and natural science can give us important clues to the laws of behavior of 

large number of humans. The world religions and ethical teachings have left only a slight mark on human nature, and 

our leaders too often do not even attempt to lead in the right direction, but instead simply reflect or amplify this sad 

state of affairs. 

 “J’s” say they recognize my positive sides and certain achievements, for example in my profession, but have 

made everybody’s brains with their standard rebuttal that I am a “wrong person”. The real question is not their way 

of logic, but why do they think that I am a “wrong person”. The answer seems to be in their political carefulness. 

Crazy fanatics are a minority among “chicken attacking chicken of different color”. The inner psychology of most of 

the chicken (“J’s”) attacking chicken of “different color” is political conformism423. “J’s” of this world react to 

somebody being investigated by counterintelligence even if such investigation did not produce any results. “J’s” do 

want to have any trouble. They do not want to be in a position of arguing against the old suspicions of the FBI even if 

the latter contradict their own observations. This is quite understandable because the reality of daily life in this country 

is very harsh; there exist extralegal social mechanisms that severely punish independence and nonconformism. 

America may advertise itself as the freest society in the world but in practice very few in this country dare to use their 

freedom. America can claim that it is “free” exactly because rarely who uses freedom. 

 

Один наблюдатель в связи с моей книгой говорил о «мании преследования». 

Является ли эта книга свидетельством мании преследования? Является ли признание факта слежки 

признанием преследования или оно является лишь признанием потенциала преследования? Этот потенциал 

преследования материализуется лишь в спорадических поступках, с враждебностью, варьирующейся от 

неуверенных недружелюбных действий до откровенно злоумышленных; но, когда мы должны согласиться, 

что он полностью оправдывает использование слова «преследование»? Может быть слово «преследование» 

 

    423 Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Conformist_(1970_film). 
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слишком серьезное для этого случая, может быть мы должны говорить о признании существования 

«враждебной среды»? Более точно, «среды, враждебной к другой культуре», «враждебной к иному»? 

Когда на птицеферме вы помещаете цветную курицу в стаю белых куриц, они атакуют и съедают 

цветную курицу. Было бы смешно говорить, что эта цветная курица имела «манию преследования». 

Человеческое общество отличается, но отличается ненамного и естественные науки могут дать нам важные 

намеки о законах поведения большого числа людей. Мировые религии и этические учения оставили только 

слабый след на человеческой природе, и наши лидеры слишком часто даже не пытаются вести в правильном 

направлении, а вместо этого просто отражают или усиливают это печальное положение вещей. 

 «Дж'с» говорят, что они признают мои положительные стороны и определенные достижения, 

например в моей профессии, но сделали всем мозги со своим стандартным ответом, что я — «не тот человек». 

Настоящий вопрос не в их логике, но в том, почему они считают, что я — «не тот человек». Ответ по всей 

видимости заключается в их политической осторожности. Невменяемые фанатики составляют меньшинство 

«цыплят, атакующих цыплят другого цвета». Внутренняя психология большинства цыплят («Дж'с»), 

атакующих цыплят «другого цвета», это политический конформизм424. «Дж'с» мира сего реагируют на то, что 

кто-то подвергается расследованию контрразведки даже если такое расследование ничего не выявило. «Дж'с» 

не хотят никаких проблем. Они не хотят оспаривать давнишние подозрения ФБР даже, если последние 

противоречат их собственным наблюдениям. Это вполне понятно, потому что реальность повседневной 

жизни в этой стране очень жестка; здесь существуют экстралегальные социальные механизмы, которые 

сурово наказывают независимость и нонконформизм. Америка может рекламировать себя как самое 

свободное общество в мире, но на практике очень немногие в этой стране осмеливаются использовать свою 

свободу. Америка может заявлять, что она «свободна» как раз потому, что редко кто пользуется свободой. 

[PX=10] 

 

1193 

“Russia is doing great reputational damage to itself by assassinating leaders of political opposition”. 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: September 02, 2020. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: With sadness. 

CONTEXT: The assassination of Alexei Navalny looks like a proof that the assassination of Boris Nemtsov was not 

the work of some out-of-control elements in Russian security services from North Caucasus. It looks like a pattern of 

getting rid of the leaders of political opposition, and, as such, it had to be approved at the very top of Russian state. It 

pales in comparison the harassment of opposition and dissidents in America to which I have devoted my book. It is a 

mystery why Russian government disregards the great reputational damage they are doing to themselves. 

In the 1970s, French philosopher Michel Foucault wrote works about the system of punishment in the West. 

But his works were undercut but “The Gulag Archipelago” of Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn published in 1973. On smaller 

scale (I do not dare to compare myself to the great French philosopher) the history is being repeated now with my 

book. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-H: Though, the way they perfected the mechanism of punishment of independent people in the 

U.S., you do not need to kill. [PX=10] 

 

1194 From the Parallel Universe 

"— Damned. 

― No doubt about this. He has been damned all his life." 

«— Проклятый. 

― Никакого сомнения. Он был проклят всю свою жизнь». 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: Before and after 1987. 

FRQ: Dialogue — once. With variations — often. 

EMOTION: On a light note. 

CONTEXT: Variation on the theme is one very American thought: “If you are neat, you are nut.” 

Everyone believes in what he wants to believe in. 

 Вариация на тему — одна очень американская идея: «Если вы чисты, вы — сумасшедший». 

Каждый верит в то, во что он хочет верить. [PX=10] 

 

    424 Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Conformist_(1970_film). 
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METACONTEXT-H: 

Grigory Leps 

 

“I’m happy”425. 

 

Who will be able to believe it — I can’t believe it myself, 

Either luckily or unluckily, 

I have seven Fridays in the week 

And thirteen months in the year. 

  

My sky is blue and all in diamonds. 

It’ll be presenting something to me along my life. 

I’m christened or may be anointed, 

In short, I’m happy and that’s all it’s about! 

  

I’m happy like nobody else! I’ve been happy for like 100 years. 

I’m happy, I’m not lying! And so, I will leave happy too! 

I’m happy like nobody else! I’ll be happy for like 100 years. 

I’m happy, I’m not lying! And so, I will leave happy too! 

Somebody knows, I don’t know myself even, 

Where that finish is, where that line is, 

Behind which are only the gates of paradise, 

And behind them are just heavens. 

  

And now all the sky is just in stars, 

Not in my dreams, notably, but in reality. 

And so, I will tell about my life simply like this: 

I’ happy because I’m alive. 

I’m happy like nobody else! I’ve been happy for like 100 years. 

I’m happy, I’m not lying! And so, I will leave happy too! 

I’m happy like nobody else! I’ll be happy for like 100 years. 

I’m happy, I’m not lying! And so, I will leave happy too! 

 

Лепс Григорий 

 

«Я счастливый»426. 

 

Кто поверит, я и сам не верю,  

То ль на счастье, то ли на беду,  

У меня семь пятниц на неделе  

И тринадцать месяцев в году.  

Моё небо синее в алмазах,  

Что-то мне по жизни принесёт,  

Я крещён, а может быть помазан,  

В общем, я счастливый, вот и всё. 

  

Я счастливый как никто, я счастливый лет уж сто,  

Я счастливый, я не вру, так счастливым и уйду.  

Я счастливый как никто, я счастливый лет на сто,  

Я счастливый, я не лгу, так счастливым и уйду. 

 

    425 http://lyricstranslate.com/ru/%D1%8F-

%D1%81%D1%87%D0%B0%D1%81%D1%82%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B2%D1%8B%D0%B9-im-happy.html 

    426 http://www.karaoke.ru/artists/leps-grigorij/text/ya-schastlivyj/ 
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Кто-то знает, я и сам не знаю,  

Где финал тот, где та полоса,  

За которой лишь ворота рая,  

А за ними просто небеса.  

А пока всё небо только в звёздах,  

Не во сне, причём, а наяву,  

Что скажу за жизнь свою я просто,  

Я счастливый тем, что я живу. 

  

Я счастливый как никто, я счастливый лет уж сто,  

Я счастливый, я не вру, так счастливым и уйду.  

Я счастливый как никто, я счастливый лет на сто,  

Я счастливый, я не лгу, так счастливым и уйду. 

[PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-P: On April 26, 2019 it was reported in the news that according to a comparative international research 

people with healthiest emotional life live in Latin America. 

 At the same time people who are objectively the happiest live in Scandinavian countries. They have one of the 

highest material standards of living, long life expectancy, low infant mortality, honest, non-corrupt government, plentiful 

social programs. 

 People in Latin America have many objective problems, of which they are aware: average standard of living, 

corruption, crime, and many other problems. But they have a habit of enjoying closer ties with family and friends. And 

that is emotionally very healthy. People in Scandinavian countries are more individualistic; thus, no wonder, that Sweden 

suffers from high suicide rate. 

 I think there is a great wisdom in close ties with family and friends. As far as I am concerned, I have been 

lucky that in the difficult periods of my life  ⸺ in the Soviet Union after the imprisonment, and in America in other difficult 

times ⸺ I had very good friends and family, who understood and supported me. 

 

26 апреля 2019-го года в новостях прозвучало, что, в соответствии с одним международным сравнительным 

исследованием, люди с самой здоровой эмоциональной жизнью живут в Латинской Америке. 

 В то же самое время, люди, которые объективно самые счастливые, живут в скандинавских странах. 

У них один из самых высоких материальных уровней жизни, большая продолжительность жизни, маленькая 

младенческая смертность, честное, не коррумпированное правительство, богатые социальные программы. 

 У людей в Латинской Америке много объективных проблем, о которых они хорошо знают: средний 

уровень достатка, коррупция, преступность и многое другое. Но у них есть привычка к более тесным отношениям 

с семьей и друзьями. И это означает хорошее эмоциональное здоровье. Люди в скандинавских странах более 

индивидуалистичны; так, не удивительно, что Швеция страдает от высокой частоты самоубийств. 

 Мне представляется, что есть большая мудрость в тесных связях с родственниками и друзьями. В том, 

что касается меня, мне посчастливилось, что в трудные периоды моей жизни ⸺ в Советском Союзе после отбытия 

срока заключения, и в Америке, в другие трудные времена, ⸺ у меня были очень хорошие друзья и семья, которые 

понимали и поддерживали меня. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: Surprisingly enough, the reaction of Americans to the latter self-evident observation was far from 

universally positive, with some calling it “freakish”. 

 It is only necessary to add to this the necessity, as the FBI formulates it, to struggle against “malign foreign 

influence”427. “Influence away from outside, get used to the novelty”428. 

 

На удивление реакция американцев на последнее очевидное наблюдение была далеко не всеобще положительной, 

некоторые назвали ее «причудливой» или «чудаковатой». 

 Остается только добавить к этому необходимость, как это формулирует ФБР, бороться с «вредоносными 

иностранными влияниями»429. «Прочь влияния извне, привыкайте к новизне»430. [PX=10] 

 

    427 See the pronouncement of the FBI Director on April 27, 2019. 

    428 Vladimir Vysotsky. 

    429 See the pronouncement of the FBI Director on April 27, 2019. 

    430 Vladimir Vysotsky. 
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1195 From the Parallel Universe 

"The high management of our Company joined the PR game of declaring me a ‘public Devil’”. 

«Высшее руководство нашей компании присоединилось к пиар игре, объявляющей меня «общественным 

Дьяволом»». 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 2013. 

FRQ: With variations — often. 

EMOTION: On a light note, if not thinking of it seriously. 

CONTEXT: Somebody, playing their own games, deprived me of privacy and made me a public person without my 

consent. When they found that I had my own opinions, they adjusted to the situation by defamation and harassment. Our 

Company high management found it convenient to do the same. 

 During George W. Bush administration, I was a staunch Democrat arguing against the violations of constitutional 

rights after 9/11. Two times, in 2008 and 2012, I voted for Obama. But in 2013 I took a position against the U.S. military 

involvement in Syria. That coincided with the opposition in Congress and in the wide American public. But Obama and 

his administration took my opposition as a symbolic afront and had made personal attacks against me. 

 That has continued in various forms since then, sometimes becoming ridiculous. There are enough fools in the 

world. More than once sale-assistants refused to serve me in stores saying that they did not want to serve a “devil” and had 

to be replaced by other sale-assistants. On a trip from Manila, Philippines, to JFK on March 28, 2019 a woman behind us 

loudly complained that it was dangerous to travel with a “devil” and needed to be calm down by the flight attendants. 

 A wide variety of American journalists and politicians have repeatedly tried to demonize me while pursuing their 

own political agendas. In the current atmosphere of confrontation with Russia and of catching Russian “spies” they did not 

want a “Russian” with his own opinions, especially if they cannot win in an honest debate. That concludes the 

transformation from the “wrong bright” to a “public Devil”. 

 

Кто-то, в своих собственных играх, лишил меня прайвеси и сделал меня общественной персоной без моего на то 

согласия. Когда они обнаружили, что у меня есть свои собственные мнения, они приспособились к ситуации, 

встав на путь моей диффамации и мелочного преследования. Высшее руководство нашей компании нашло 

удобным для себя последовать примеру. 

 Во время администрации президента Джорджа Буша младшего я был последовательным Демократом, 

выступая против нарушений конституционных прав после террористических атак 11 сентября 2001-го года. 

Дважды, в 2008-м и 2012-м, я голосовал за Обаму. Но в 2013-мо году я выступил против военного вовлечения 

США в Сирии. Это совпало с оппозицией в конгрессе и среди широких слоев американской публики. Но Обама 

и его администрация восприняли мою оппозицию как символический афронт и предприняли персональные атаки 

против меня. 

 Это продолжалось в разных формах с тех пор, иногда становясь смехотворным. На свете достаточно 

дураков. Более, чем однажды продавщицы отказывались обслуживать меня в магазинах, говоря, что они не хотят 

обслуживать «дьявола», и должны были быть заменены другими продавщицами. Во время полета из Манилы, 

Филиппины, в аэропорт имени Кеннеди в Нью-Йорке 28 марта 2019-го года одна женщина, сидевшая за нами, 

громко жаловалась, что путешествие с «дьяволом» опасно, и стюардессам пришлось ее успокаивать. 

 Широкие круги американских журналистов и политиков, преследуя свои политические интересы, вновь 

и вновь пытались меня демонизировать. В текущей атмосфере конфронтации с Россией и поимки русских 

«шпионов» они не хотят «русского» со своим собственным мнением, особенно если они не могут выиграть в 

честных дебатах. Это завершает трансформацию из «неправильного умного» в «общественного Дьявола». 

[PX=10] 

 

1196 

 “— People in our Company, who came from the former Soviet Union, had very good attitudes to me. The fact that I 

was imprisoned in the Soviet Union by political reasons was perceived by them as a plus. That contrasted with the situation 

in American companies where I have happened to work. There were people of different nationalities in those companies: 

Americans, Englishmen, Indians, Pakistanis; I did not talk about my political imprisonment in the U.S.S.R., but when they 

somehow learned about it, their attitude was generally negative. America gave birth to eugenics, and I have heard from 

some Americans, especially on the right side of the political spectrum, that criminals should be castrated. The same outlook 

was characteristic for some American managers in our Company who had right-wing views. They did not understand the 

situation, which existed in the Soviet Union. That was quite different with the people who came to America from the 

former U.S.S.R. That is why we felt at home in this Company with Russian-speaking programmers and have spent here 

most of time in America. 
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— That is why you have to live in the country where you were born and raised. 

— It is too late — we have already lived our lives here. 

— You are reading my thoughts. 

— Even though there are some positive sides, like our high material standard of living.” 

“— Люди в нашей Компании, приехавшие из бывшего Советского Союза, очень хорошо относились ко мне. 

Тот факт, что в Советском Союзе я отбывал заключение по политической статье, воспринимался ими как плюс. 

Это контрастировало с ситуацией в американских компаниях, где мне приходилось работать. В этих компаниях 

были люди разных национальностей: американцы, англичане, индусы, пакистанцы; я не разговаривал с ними о 

моем политическом сроке заключения в СССР, но, когда они каким-то образом узнавали об этом, реакция была 

скорее отрицательной. Америка родина евгеники, и мне приходилось слышать от некоторых американцев, 

особенно с правой стороны политического спектра, что преступников нужно кастрировать. Такое же мнение было 

характерным для некоторых американских менеджеров в нашей Компании, имевших правые взгляды. Они не 

понимали ситуации, которая существовала в Советском Союзе. Это в корне отличалось от отношения людей, 

приехавших в Америку из бывшего СССР. Поэтому мы чувствовали себя как дома в этой Компании с ее 

русскоязычными программистами и провели в ней большую часть нашего времени в Америке. 

— Поэтому надо жить в стране, где вы родились и выросли. 

— Поздно об этом говорить — мы уже прожили наши жизни здесь. 

— Ты читаешь мои мысли. 

— Хотя есть некоторые положительные стороны, такие как наш высокий материальный уровень жизни.” 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: October 25, 2019. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm. 

CONTEXT: From a conversation with my wife. 

 Из разговора с женой. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-H: The twilight of our sociopolitical and individual circumstances may cast a shadow on the ability of 

Jane and Jessica to have their children (even though our daughters keep bold faces and do not display any direct signs of 

such effect yet). And the final result of our lives in America may be that we will not have grandchildren. 

But considering that a person’s contribution to the history of human race is not only immediately biological one, 

let us concentrate on what we can say to the future generations. [PX=10] 

METACONTEXT-A: Our life adventures in America have passed under the sign of surveillance and violations of privacy 

by the government counterintelligence and third parties. 

The real big picture, which represents public interest, is that surveillance is the sign of new times ― they have 

tested all new surveillance technologies on me. 

 The FBI was involved as a minimum in the beginning (about the FBI surveillance in the 1980s there exists a 

documentary evidence; 24 x 7 surveillance happening today, looks, despite all pronouncements to the contrary, 

suspiciously like the continuing FBI surveillance). 

When 35 years ago I started to complain about high-tech surveillance, many people did not believe me. They 

were saying: “He is talking about surveillance in the United States — he is crazy.” In the United States there has been 

created a system of social control, which maybe managed to lower crime, but in which the old mechanisms of keeping 

the state in check do not work anymore, because people cannot prove the existence of electronic surveillance in court. 

That does not make this surveillance less real. I often compare what you can prove in court with the “real component” 

of a complex number. There exists another dimension of this number (“imaginary component”), which has its roots 

in electronic surveillance. 

Recently, The Economist published an editorial article “The surveillance state”431. Here are the few citations 

from it. 

 “The state can gather more information, more easily than ever before. Do not underestimate the risks. They’re 

watching you.” “When East Germany collapsed in 1989, people marveled at the store of information the Stasi security 

service had garnered on them, and the vast network of informants it took to compile it.” Since then the advances in 

technology “has transformed surveillance, as it has so much else, by making it possible to collect and analyze data on 

an unprecedented scale.” “Hundreds of American police officers are known to have used confidential databases to dig 

dirt on journalists, ex-girlfriends and others.” And the article finishes with the words: “Police rightly watch citizens 

to keep them safe. Citizens must watch the police to remain free.” — So, there is no even argument now that the state 

 

    431 Law: The Economist (June 2nd-8th, 2018). 
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in the West watches citizens. And security services have worked hard to convince people that there is no right to 

privacy anymore.432 

One way to grasp the ubiquity of electronic surveillance in contemporary society is to consider all the 

instances of this kind of surveillance one would encounter in a typical 1-week period. The log will likely burgeon with 

entries: the digital traces left when using ATMs and your debit card, your smartphone’s continuous tracking of your 

location and messages, the applications on your smartphone generating detailed data each time you use them (and 

sometimes when you are not using them), the web browser’s storage of your Internet search queries and sending the 

data to websites concerning your software usage, and the numerous occasions you were observed by video cameras 

whether at work, in stores, on the sidewalk, or at other public spaces. Additional log entries may include your 

employer’s remote scan of your work computer, the update made to your digitized medical record after visiting the 

doctor, social media sites such as Facebook and Twitter creating records of your interactions with others, and your 

wearable fitness device collecting data on your weight, steps taken per day, sleep quality, calories burned, and GPS 

location. Moreover, your car’s online computer records your location, performance, and driving practices, and when 

reading an e-book on an e-reading device, the e-book and e-reader companies may be monitoring how quickly you 

read, whether you finished the book, and whether you highlighted certain passages.433 

At the same time, as electronic surveillance has suffused through these various domains, information flows 

across the domains have increased greatly. Certain private sector enterprises routinely use government-collected data 

to build consumer profiles that can be used for marketing. Police agencies regularly acquire personal information 

collected and stockpiled by banks, airlines, libraries, telecommunication companies, and Internet service providers.434 

The revelations by Edward Snowden made clear how much the U.S. National Security Agency relies on corporations 

to monitor electronic communications on a massive scale.435 In the post-9/11 era, U.S. intelligence agencies have 

become prized customers of database companies, which maintain billions of records on hundreds of millions of 

Americans.436 

All this is happening to everybody routinely. The amount of collected information increases dramatically if 

the attention concentrates on somebody in particular. 

When people like Assange and Snowden tried to bring attention to the issue of surveillance, they were 

condemned as traitors. Ordinary people usually dismiss discussions of the problem of surveillance as alarmist.  

 It is customary to claim that privacy is dead anyway and one should consider surveillance as a norm in a modern 

society. Still, there is some expectation of privacy. Even if somebody can claim that “nothing drastic” happens as a result 

of surveillance, when your privacy is violated, it can be very unpleasant, to say the least. Be it a billionaire and president 

of the country or a small person like me, the reaction can be rightfully the one of indignation. Trying to say that “privacy 

is dead anyway”, is an attempt to avoid the question of surveillance in a hope that it would not affect you, and this does 

not give this issue the attention it deserves. It is in fact a big philosophical problem. And, among other things, we are 

talking about the future of democracy in this country. 

Serious social consequences are already happening. There are visible signs that power is shifting from elected 

political leadership to the depth of secret police. Surveillance of the state actors is more and more reinforced by that 

of private corporations. It is a proto-totalitarian state437. 

 

 Наши жизненные приключения в Америке прошли под знаком слежки и нарушений прайвеси 

правительственной контрразведкой и третьими лицами. 

Настоящая большая картина, представляющая общественный интерес, заключается в том, что слежка — 

это знамение времени, ― они проверяли все новые технологии слежки на мне. 

ФБР было задействовано, как минимум, в начале (о слежке ФБР в 1980-е годы существуют 

документированные доказательства; слежка 24 часа 7 дней в неделю, происходящая сегодня, выглядит, несмотря 

на все заявления о противном, подозрительно как продолжающаяся ФБР слежка). 

Когда 35 лет назад я начал жаловаться на высокотехнологичную слежку, многие люди мне не верили. 

Они говорили: «Он жалуется на слежку в Соединенных Штатах — он сумасшедший». В Соединенных Штатах 

 

    432 Now, this is obvious, but for decades, when I tried to insist that surveillance was real, they engaged in absolutely 

dishonest talk about my paranoia — all they wanted to achieve is to create a smoke screen for themselves and as much 

as possible keep their surveillance methods secret. 

    433 Law: Arrigo (2018), v. 3, p. 343. 

    434 Ibid., p. 344. 

    435 Ibid. 

    436 Ibid. 

    437 “Proto-Fascist” is the usual term; it sounds better, but it is less exact. 
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создана система социального контроля, которая, может быть, преуспела в снижении преступности, но при 

которой старые механизмы защиты от произвола государства больше не работают, потому что люди не могут 

доказать существование электронной слежки в суде. Это не делает ее менее реальной. Я часто сравниваю то, 

что вы можете доказать в суде с «реальной компонентой» комплексного числа. Существует другое измерение 

этого числа («мнимая компонента»), которая уходит своими корнями в электронную слежку. 

Сейчас, в одном из своих последних номеров журнал Экономист поместил передовую статью 

«Государство слежки» 438. Вот некоторые цитаты из нее. 

 «Государство может собирать больше информации и легче, чем когда-либо раньше. Не 

недооценивайте рисков. Они наблюдают за вами». «Когда Восточная Германия перестала существовать в 

1989-м году, люди поражались количеству информации, которую секретная полиция «Стази» накопила на 

них, и обширной сети осведомителей, которой было нужно, чтобы собрать ее». С тех пор достижения 

технологии «преобразили слежку, как и все остальное, сделав возможным сбор и анализ данных на 

беспрецедентном масштабе». «Известно о сотнях американских полицейских, которые использовали 

конфиденциальные базы данных для того, чтобы добывать компромат на журналистов, на бывших подруг и 

на других людей». И эта статья заканчивается словами: «Полиция вправе следить за гражданами, чтобы 

обеспечивать их безопасность. Граждане должны следить за полицией, чтобы оставаться свободными». — 

Так что сейчас нет никакого спора, что государство на Западе следит за гражданами. И секретные службы 

очень старались убедить людей, что больше не существует права на прайвеси.439 

Один способ представить себе вездесущность электронной слежки в современном обществе — это 

рассмотреть все случаи электронной слежки, с которой вы сталкиваетесь за одну типичную неделю. Этот 

список вероятно начинается цифровыми следами, оставленными при использовании автоматических 

банкоматов и вашей дебит карточки, непрерывным слежением вашего смартфона за вашим 

местонахождением и вашими электронными сообщениями, программами на вашем смартфоне, 

генерирующими детальные данные каждый раз вы пользуетесь ими (и иногда, когда вы не пользуетесь ими), 

памятью браузера о ваших поисках на Интернете и посылках данных на вебсайты о вашем использовании 

программного обеспечения, и многочисленные случаи, когда вы наблюдением видеокамер на работе, в 

магазинах, на тротуарах и в других общественных местах. Дополнительные записи в этом списке могут 

включать удаленный просмотр вашего компьютера вашим работодателем, записи, внесенные в вашу 

цифровую медицинскую историю при вашем посещении врача. Социальные сети, такие как Фейсбук и 

Твиттер создают записи о ваших связях с другими, и ваше наручное устройство для слежки за вашим 

здоровьем собирает данные о вашем весе, количестве шагов, сделанных за сутки, качестве сна, потраченных 

калориях и ваших координатах. Далее, компьютер вашего автомобиля записывает ваше местонахождение, как 

вы управляете машиной. При чтении электронной книги на электронном устройстве компании могут 

записывать как быстро вы читаете, закончили ли вы книгу и сделали ли вы какие-либо заметки.440 

В то же самое время, как электронная слежка застилает все различные области, передача информации 

между этими различными областями сильно увеличилась. Для определенные предприятий частного сектора 

стало обычным делом использование данных, собранных государством, для создания потребительских досье 

для целей коммерции. Полицейские агентства регулярно покупают личную информацию, собранную и 

хранимую банками, авиакомпаниями, библиотеками, телекоммуникационными компаниями и Интернет 

провайдерами.441 С разоблачениями Эдварда Сноудена стало ясно, насколько американское Агентство 

Национальной Безопасности полагается на массовую слежку за электронными коммуникациями, 

осуществляемую  корпорациями.442 В эпоху после террористических атак 11 сентября 2001-го года 

американские разведывательные агентства стали бесценными пользователями баз данных корпораций, 

поддерживающих миллиарды записей на сотни миллионов американцев.443 

Все это происходит со всеми в порядке вещей. Количество собираемой информации увеличивается 

драматически, если внимание сосредотачивается на ком-либо в особенности. 

 

    438 Law: The Economist (June 2nd-8th, 2018). 

    439 Сейчас все это очевидно, но в течение десятилетий, когда я пытался настаивать на том, что слежка 

реальна, они занимались абсолютно бессовестными разговорами о моей паранойе — все, чего они пытались 

добиться, это создать дымовую завесу для себя и настолько, насколько это возможно хранить в секрете свои 

методы слежки. 

    440 Law: Arrigo (2018), v. 3, p. 343. 

    441 Ibid., p. 344. 

    442 Ibid. 

    443 Ibid. 
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Когда такие люди, как Ассанж и Сноуден, пытались привлечь внимание к вопросу слежки, они были 

объявлены предателями. Обыкновенные люди часто отмахиваются от обсуждений проблем слежки как 

преувеличивающих угрозу.  

Часто говорят, что прайвеси мертво в любом случае, и что нужно смотреть на слежку как на норму в 

современном обществе. И все же, существует некоторое ожидание прайвеси. Даже, если кто-то может заявлять, 

что «ничего драматического» не происходит в результате слежки, когда ваше прайвеси нарушается, это может 

быть, мягко говоря, очень неприятным. Будь то миллиардер и президент страны или маленький человек, как я, 

реакцией по праву может быть возмущение. Пытаться говорить, что «прайвеси мертво в любом случае», это 

попытка избежать вопрос о слежке в надежде, что она вас не затронет, и это не дает этому вопросу внимания, 

которого он заслуживает. На самом деле это большая философская проблема. И, среди прочего, мы говорим о 

будущем демократии в этой стране. 

 Серьезные социальные последствия уже налицо. Есть все признаки того, что власть перемещается от 

избираемого политического руководства в глубины тайной полиции. Слежка агентами государства все более 

усугубляется слежкой, осуществляемой частными корпорациями. Это ― прото-тоталитарное государство444. 

[PX=10] 
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“Rights against third parties.” 

«Права по отношению к третьим лицам». 

[PX=10] 

PERIOD: After 1987. 

FRQ: Once. 

EMOTION: Calm consideration. 

CONTEXT: 

"In all of history, we have found just one cure for error — a partial antidote against making and repeating 

grand, foolish mistakes, a remedy against self-deception. That antidote is criticism."445 

 "Alas, criticism has always been what human beings, especially leaders, most hate to hear."446 

 

One of the most fundamental open issues of the constitutional doctrine of the United States is a question of rights against 

third parties. This can be well illustrated by the comparison of privacy regulation in Europe and in the United States. 

 Europe is the site of the first privacy legislation, the earliest national privacy statute, and now the most 

comprehensive protection for information privacy in the world. That protection reflects apparent consensus within 

Europe that privacy is a fundamental human right that few if any other rights equal. In the context of European history 

and civil law culture, that consensus makes possible extensive, detailed regulation of virtually all activities concerning 

"any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person." It is difficult to imagine a regulatory regime 

offering greater protection to information privacy, or any greater contrast to U.S. law.447 

 Fundamental rights in the United States are generally articulated in the federal Constitution. Two features of 

those rights are central to understanding the legal protection of privacy in the United States. First, rights articulated in 

the Constitution generally are protected only against government actions. Only the Thirteenth Amendment, which 

prohibits slavery, applies directly to private parties. The second significant characteristic of constitutional rights is that 

they are generally "negative"; they do not obligate the government to do anything but rather to refrain from taking 

certain actions.448 

 An assessment of constitutional rights is essential to any discussion of privacy regulation in the United States 

precisely because the Constitution constrains the power of the government to act on the citizenry and to create and 

enforce laws regulating conduct among citizens.449 

 Although the Fourth Amendment right of privacy is clearly established and routinely, if unevenly applied, it 

is of limited value outside of the criminal defense context for several reasons. First, like all constitutional rights, it 

applies only to government activities. Second, the Supreme Court has determined that it applies neither to readily 

 

    444 Обычный термин — «прото-фашистское»; он звучит лучше, но менее точен. 

    445 Philosophy: Brin (1998), p. 10. 
    446 Ibid., p. 11. 
    447 Law: Cate (1997), p. 47-48; see also: Simmons (2019). 
    448 Ibid., p. 50-51. 
    449 Ibid., p. 51. 
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discernible activities or objects nor to objects controlled by a third person.450 

 The requirement that an expectation of privacy be "reasonable" fundamentally erodes the Fourth Amendment 

privacy right's usefulness as a way of protecting individuals against societal encroachment and diminishes its 

effectiveness in keeping pace with technological change. What public views as "reasonable" tends to evolve far more 

slowly than information technologies. As a result, the Court evaluates privacy issues presented in the context of new 

technologies against measures of reasonableness that were formed without regard for those technologies. By the time 

society incorporates into its view "reasonableness" regarding the benefits and risks of a new technology, the Court is 

likely to have already decided one or more cases determining the applicable expectation of privacy based on the 

inapplicable measure of reasonableness. Society's views have evolved, but the precedent established by those cases is 

not likely to change.451 

 As a result of the absence of legal protection of privacy against private parties, personal information has 

become an openly marketable commodity.452  

 But that is not all.  The fundamental flaw of the American constitutional doctrine is that it does not recognize 

rights against third parties. It should not be this way. In particular, there should exist a constitutionally recognized 

protection of privacy against third parties, as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and laws of other democracies 

imply. 

 The Executive Order 12333 issued by President Reagan in 1981, which is largely still in effect, went in the 

direction exactly opposite to what is needed from this point of view. It allowed the FBI and CIA to use private 

investigators and otherwise rely on the private sector.453 Any restrictions on the use of surveillance can be bypassed this 

way. 

 America is fast becoming an electronic totalitarian state. A lot of people in the U.S. and outside of this 

country still cannot come to terms with this. While Russians and many other nations of the former Communist Bloc 

have been honestly struggling against totalitarianism, Americans have been cheating — they have created an extension 

of the government system of electronic surveillance on a corporate level. This corporate extension of the government 

system of electronic surveillance has all the characteristics of totalitarianism, with all its abuses. There was even an 

article in The New York Times “Remember Big Brother? Now He’s a Company Man”.454 

If protections against third parties cannot be deduced from the current text of the constitution, we need a 

constitutional amendment addressing it.  Otherwise, the modern technology opens the potential for abuses that are worse 

than slavery.  

 

Such amendment, based on the amendment proposed by Laurence H. Tribe, a constitutional scholar at 

Harvard University455, could read: “This Constitution's protections for the freedoms of speech, press, 

petitions, and assembly and its protection against unreasonable searches and seizures and the deprivation of 

life, liberty, or property without due process of law, shall be construed as fully applicable without regard to 

the technological method or medium through which information content is generated, stored, altered, 

transmitted, or controlled, and without regard to the party, public or private, which does this." 

 

 Historically, personal rights first appeared as rights against a state. The oldest working constitution in the world, 

the U.S. Constitution, was formulated with that singular priority in mind. But it created a society where we are all slaves 

against third parties. That is deeply ingrained in American culture. An outsider can be particularly struck by a popular 

American notion that you may be rightfully fired by your employer for your exercise of free speech, but that this does 

not violate your rights. 

The idea of Communism, which appeared later, tried to solve the problem of rights against third parties by 

eliminating the private economy as such. Living in the free United Kingdom Marx did not even bother to think that there 

may be future states where citizens would not have rights against a state. Yet that exactly what happened with Communist 

states, which created absolute slavery towards the state. 

 

    450 Ibid., p. 58. 
    451 Ibid., p. 59; see also: Law: Agre (2001), p. 202-209. 
    452 Law: Branscomb (1994); see also: Philosophy: Angwin (2014). 
    453 See: https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/codification/executive-order/12333.html, section 2.7 

Contracting. 
    454 Law: The New York Times (Sunday, March 31, 1991). 

    455 Ibid. 

https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/codification/executive-order/12333.html
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 When citizens of the Soviet Union finally had their say and wanted to abandon Communism, they temporarily 

lived in the end of the 1980s under conditions of utmost freedom. But the economy did not function and people with 

good reason wanted to recreate a private market economy. It did not occur to them then that the economy in private hands 

will also recreate the problem of rights against third parties. 

 Looking back at these historical oscillations, one comes up with the observation that in today’s world the 

nations, which have achieved pragmatic, working balance of these contradicting principles, with rights both against the 

state and third parties, are some social democracies of Western Europe, in particular in its Scandinavian version. Keeping 

with this example seems to be the order of the day. 

 

«Во всей истории мы находим только одно лекарство от ошибок — частичное противоядие от того, 

чтобы делать и повторять большие и глупые ошибки, лекарство от самообмана. Это противоядие есть 

критика».456 

 «Хотя критика всегда была тем, что люди, особенно лидеры, больше всего ненавидят 

слышать».457 

 

Одним из наиболее важных открытых вопросов конституционной доктрины США является вопрос о правах по 

отношению к третьим лицам. Это может быть хорошо проиллюстрировано сравнением правового 

регулирования прайвеси в Европе и Соединенных Штатах. 

 Европа есть место первого законодательства о прайвеси, наиболее раннего национального закона о 

прайвеси и, сейчас, наиболее всеобъемлющей защиты информационного прайвеси в мире. Такая защита 

отражает общепринятую в Европе точку зрения, что прайвеси есть основное право, с которым немногие 

другие человеческие права, если какие-либо вообще, могут сравниться. В контексте европейской истории и 

культуры гражданского права такая общая точка зрения делает возможным широкое и детальное 

регулирование любой деятельности, касающейся «какой-либо информации об идентифицированном или 

идентифицируемом физическом лице». Трудно представить режим правового регулирования, предлагающий 

большую защиту информационного прайвеси или больший контраст с законами США.458 

 Основные права в США в целом сформулированы в федеральной конституции. Два обстоятельства 

являются центральными для понимания правовой защиты прайвеси в США. Первое заключается в том, что 

конституция в целом защищает только от правительственных действий. Только 13-я поправка к конституции, 

запрещающая рабство, применима прямо к частным лицам. Вторая важная характеристика конституционных 

прав заключается в том, что они в целом «негативны»; они не обязуют правительство делать что-либо, а скорее 

обязуют воздерживаться от определенных действий.459 

 Оценка конституционных прав существенна для любого обсуждения правового регулирования 

прайвеси в США, в точности потому, что конституция ограничивает власть правительства действовать по 

отношению к гражданам и создавать или добиваться выполнения законов, регулирующих поведение между 

гражданами.460 

 Хотя право на прайвеси, вытекающее из Четвертой поправки к конституции, ясно установлено и в 

порядке вещей, хотя и непоследовательно, применяется на практике, оно имеет ограниченную ценность вене 

контекста уголовной защиты по нескольким причинам. Во-первых, как все конституционные права, оно 

применимо только по отношению к правительственной деятельности. Во-вторых, Верховный суд США 

постановил, что оно не применимо к ясно определимой деятельности или объектам либо к объектам, 

контролируемым третьими лицами.461 

 Требование, чтобы ожидание прайвеси было «разумным», основательно умаляет полезность 

Четвертой поправки к конституции с точки зрения прайвеси, как способа защиты индивидуумов против 

общественных посягательств и уменьшает ее эффективность в следовании в ногу с технологическими 

изменениями. То, что публика считает «разумным», имеет тенденцию эволюционировать гораздо медленнее, 

чем информационные технологии. Как результат, Верховный суд дает оценку проблемам прайвеси, 

 

    456 Philosophy: Brin (1998), p. 10. 
    457 Ibid., p. 11. 
    458 Law: Cate (1997), p. 47-48; see also: Simmons (2019). 
    459 Ibid., p. 50-51. 
    460 Ibid., p. 51. 
    461 Ibid., p. 58. 
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представленным в контексте новых технологий по мерам разумности, которые были сформулированы без 

учета этих технологий. К тому времени, когда общество включает в свое понятие «разумности» выгоды и 

риски новой технологии, верховный суд по большей вероятности уже решил одно или более одного судебных 

дел, определяющих полагающееся ожидание прайвеси, основываясь на неприемлемой мере разумности. 

Взгляды общества продвинутся вперед, но прецедент, установленный этими делами, скорее всего не 

изменится.462 

 В результате отсутствия правовой защиты прайвеси по отношению к частным лицам, личная 

информация открыто стала рыночным товаром.463  

 Но это не все.  Фундаментальный недостаток американской конституционной доктрины заключается в 

том, что она не признает прав по отношению к частным лицам. Так не должно быть. В частности, должна 

существовать конституционно признанная защита прайвеси по отношению к третьим лицам, как Всеобщая 

декларация прав человека и законы других демократий того подразумевают. 

 Исполнительный приказ 12333, который был издан президентом Рейганом в 1981-м году и который по 

большей части все еще в силе, пошел в направлении в точности противоположном тому, который был нужен с 

этой точки зрения. Он разрешил ФБР и ЦРУ использовать частных сыщиков и в остальном полагаться на 

частный сектор.464 Любые ограничения на использование слежки могут быть таким образом обходиться. 

Америка быстро превращается в электронное тоталитарное государство. Многие люди, как в США, 

так и за ее пределами все еще не признаются себе в этом. В то время как русские и другие народы бывшего 

коммунистического блока искренне боролись против тоталитаризма, американцы жульничали — они создали 

расширение правительственной системы электронной слежки на корпоративном уровне. Это корпоративное 

продолжение правительственной системы электронной слежки имеет все характеристики тоталитаризма, со 

всеми его злоупотреблениями. Была даже статья в Нью-Йорк Таймс «Помните Большого Брата? Он сейчас 

работает на частную компанию».465 

Если защита от третьих лиц не может быть логически выведена из существующего текста конституции, 

мы нуждаемся в конституционной поправке об этом.  Иначе современная технология открывает возможности 

для злоупотреблений, которые хуже, чем рабство. 

Такая поправка, основанная на поправке, предложенной Лоуренсом Х. Трайбом, специалистом по 

конституционному праву Гарвардского университета466, могла бы гласить: «Защита данной 

конституцией свободы слова, печати, петиций и собраний и ее защита от необоснованных обысков и 

изъятий и от лишения жизни, свободы или собственности без надлежащей правовой процедуры 

должны рассматриваться  как полностью применимые безотносительно к технологическому методу 

или способу, посредством которых информация генерируется, хранится, изменяется, передается или 

контролируется, и безотносительно к лицу, государственному или частному, которое это делает». 

Исторически личные права сначала появились как права по отношению к государству. Старейшая в 

мире действующая конституция, Конституция США, была сформулирована с этим главным приоритетом ввиду. 

Но она создала общество, где мы все — рабы по отношению к третьим лицам. Это глубоко укоренилось в 

американскую культуру. Посторонний наблюдатель будет поражен популярным американским взглядом, что 

вас имеет право уволить ваш работодатель за ваше использование свободы слова, но ваши права при этом не 

будут считаться нарушенными. 

Идея коммунизма, которая появилась позднее, пыталась решить проблему прав по отношению к 

третьим лицам, путем устранения частной экономики как таковой. Живя в свободной Великобритании, Маркс 

даже не находил нужным задумываться, что могут быть будущие государства, в которых граждане не будут 

иметь прав по отношению к государству. И именно этому суждено было произойти в коммунистических 

странах, которые создали абсолютное рабство по отношению к государству. 

Когда граждане Советского Союза наконец смогли высказать свое мнение и захотели уйти от 

 

    462 Ibid., p. 59; see also: Law: Agre (2001), p. 202-209. 
    463 Law: Branscomb (1994); see also: Philosophy: Angwin (2014). 
    464 See: https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/codification/executive-order/12333.html, section 2.7 

Contracting. 
    465 Law: The New York Times (Sunday, March 31, 1991). 

    466 Ibid. 

https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/codification/executive-order/12333.html
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коммунизма, они на короткое время в конце 1980-х годов жили в условиях максимальной свободы. Но 

экономика не функционировала и люди с полным основанием захотели воссоздать частную рыночную 

экономику. Они не могли тогда подумать, что экономика в частных руках приведет к воссозданию проблемы 

прав по отношению к третьим лицам. 

Смотря назад на эти исторические колебания, можно заметить, что в сегодняшнем мире нации, достигшие 

прагматического, рабочего баланса этих противоречащих друг другу принципов, с правами как по отношению 

к государству, так и по отношению к третьим лицам, это некоторые социальные демократии Западной Европы, 

в особенности скандинавского образца. И в следовании этому примеру наверно есть повестка дня. [PX=10] 
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Format 

Формат 
 

All the material is divided into "folklore units." The formal structure of the material is described as follows. (A reader who 

is not familiar with this kind of notation used in mathematics may skip it.) 

 

 

Ɐ FolkloreUnit ε {FolkloreUnit} Ǝ Interpretation: (Phrase, Period, Frequency, Emotion, Context, Metacontext-H, 

Metacontext-A, Metacontext-P, Cross reference) → Meaning 

 

 

<Folklore unit>:: = <Number> <Phrase> <Period> <Frequency> <Emotion> <Context> [<Metacontext list>] [<Cross 

reference>] 

<Number>:: = <Ordinal number of the factual phrase from my universe> | <Ordinal number of the partially fictionalized 

phrase from the parallel universe> | <Ordinal number of the completely fictionalized phrase or of what “they are 

going to say is completely fictionalized”> 

<Phrase>:: = <Proposition list> | <Dialogue list> 

<Proposition list>:: = <Proposition> | <Proposition list><Proposition> 

<Dialogue list>:: = <Dialogue> | <Dialogue listé> <Dialogue> 

<Dialogue>:: = — <Proposition> | <Dialogue> — <Proposition> 

<Proposition>:: = <Sentence list> 

<Period>:: = PERIOD: <Period of time when a folklore unit was (first) encountered> 

<Frequency>:: = FRQ: <Frequency of use during the period> 

<Emotion>:: = EMOTION: <Emotional loading> 

<Context>:: = CONTEXT: <Context of the direct emotional reaction> 

<Context of the direct emotional reaction>:: = <Sentence list> 

<Metacontext list>:: = <Metacontext> | <Metacontext list> <Metacontext> 

<Metacontext>:: = <Metacontext-X> 

<Metacontext-X>:: = <Metacontext-H> | <Metacontext-A> | <Metacontext-P> | <Metacontext-J.A.A.> | <Metacontext-

J.L.A.> 

<Metacontext-H>:: = METACONTEXT-H: <Metacontext humanist perspective> 

<Metacontext-A>:: = METACONTEXT-A: <Metacontext anthropological perspective> 

<Metacontext-P>:: = METACONTEXT-P: <Metacontext psychological perspective> 

<Metacontext-J.A.A.>:: = METACONTEXT-J: <Metacontext of the daughter Jane Alexandra Avakov> 

<Metacontext-J.L.A.>:: = METACONTEXT-J: <Metacontext of the daughter Jessica Lina Avakov> 

<Metacontext humanist perspective>:: = <Sentence list> 

<Metacontext anthropological perspective>:: = <Sentence list> 

<Metacontext psychological perspective>:: = <Sentence list> 

<Metacontext of the daughter Jane Alexandra Avakov>:: = <Sentence list> 

<Metacontext of the daughter Jessica Lina Avakov>:: = <Sentence list> 

<Cross reference>:: = XREF: <Sentence list> 

  

 In addition the last sub-section of the sections "Folklore of 1987" and "Folklore After 1987" contains general 

metacontexts in the format: 

 

<General metacontext>:: = <Folklore unit> | <General context> 

<General context>:: = GENERAL CONTEXT: <General context of the section> 

<General context of the section>:: = <Sentence list> 

 

 In all its formats the following convention is used: 

 

<Sentence list>:: = <Sentence> | <Sentence list> <Sentence> 

<Sentence>:: = <Clause list> 
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<Clause list>:: = <Clause>[<Perception indexes>] | <Clause list> [<Perception indexes>] <Clause>[<Perception 

indexes>] 

<Perception indexes>:: = <"["<Perception index>"]"> | <”[“<Overall impression perception index>”]”> | <”[“<Perception 

index>”;”<Overall impression perception index>”]”> 

<Perception index>:: = <PX= <PX-index>> 

<Overall impression perception index>:: = <OPX= <PX-index>> 

PX=<Perception index, 0 to 10. 0 ― complete certainty of perception problems and/or paranoia or what “they are going 

to say are perception problems and/or paranoia”; 10 ― complete factual certainty> 
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List of Folklore Units 

Список фольклорных единиц 
 

 2. Preface 

 

   1 "Why is he suffering? He could have written a book at least." 

    About 1993 

 2 “The book is written around a set of observations, or ‘Folklore Units,’ accompanied 

by commentaries, ‘Contexts’ and ‘Metacontexts.’” 

    About 1993 

 3 “The section ‘Folklore of 1987’ consists of a letter written to friends in the Soviet 

Union in 1987.” 

    About 1993 

 4 “I have a decidedly subjective perspective on folklore.” 

    About 1993 

 5 “I dare to write about things, which are ordinarily shielded by claims of ‘privacy.’” 

    About 1993 

 6 “Secondly, and perhaps more importantly, it is impossible to reach a wider audience 

with a work of literature if you do not sacrifice some of your privacy.” 

    About 1993 

 7 “I prefer to think about particularly outrages Folklore Units as phrases from a parallel 

universe.” 

    About 1993 

 8 “This diary is written as a ‘Flow of Folklore’ or ‘flow of consciousness.’ It is modeled 

as an anthropological study using some of the techniques of Freudian psychoanalysis.” 

    About 1993 

 9 “In this diary a great deal of attention is given to group psychology.” 

    About 1993 

 10 “Possible aspects of this diary could include folklore, mass psychology, and 

anthropology.” 

    About 1993 

 11 “I would like to underscore that what I am describing as phrases or conversations 

in Folklore Units not necessarily relate to me.  I am just trying to candidly describe the free 

associations caused by what I heard.” 

    About 1993 

 

 3. Early Background 

 

  3.1  Family Origins. Enthusiasm for Economics and Philosophy 

 

   12 "I was born on September 14, 1954." 

    Since 1954 

 13 “My name is Alexander Avakov. The family name, Avakov, is Armenian in origin 

— my father and my father's father were Armenian.” 

    Since 1954 

   14 “My mother, Valentina, was a Russian from Leningrad.” 

    1954 

 15 “My grandparents on both sides were simple people without any higher education, 

but they were very distinguished, good people.” 

    Since 1954 

 16 “Both my mother and my father are extraordinarily talented people.” 

    Since 1954 

 17 "My favorite book in the early childhood was an encyclopedia." 
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    1950s-1960s 

   18 "Russia is a prison of nations." 

    1960s-1970s 

 19 “My parents sent me to the English school in Baku. In 1964, when I was 10, we 

moved to Sverdlovsk.” 

    1961-1964 

 20 “In Sverdlovsk, once again, I was enrolled in an English school.” 

    1964-1971 

 21 “In 1965, when I was 11, my grandmother gave me a reference book on international 

economics.” 

    1965 

   22 "To understand economics, you must learn philosophy." 

    About 1965 

 23 "My father would challenge me with questions that were far from orthodox." 

    1965-1971 

 24 "My interest in philosophy soon included ‘opportunists’." 

    1965-1975 

   25 “I especially liked Trotsky.” 

    1965-1975 

  26 “I also had at hand the Bolshevik leaflets of the democratic revolution of 1905.” 

    1965-1975 

 27 "I had proceeded to non-Marxist philosophies." 

    1965-1975 

  28 “I read the books on the history of the World War II.” 

    1965-1975 

  29 “We religiously listened to foreign radio stations.” 

    1965-1975 

  30 “My interest in economics led me to the journals opening the window to the world.” 

    1965-1975 

  31 “I read many interesting books on economics — too many of them to be presented 

here.” 

    1965-1975 

  32 “Literature consisted primarily of the regular school curriculum.” 

    About 1965-1971 

  33 “At school, we also had an extended course in English language literature.” 

    About 1965-1971 

  34 “There were literature books outside of the regular school curriculum.” 

    About 1965-1971 

  35 “It should also be mentioned that, in my school and university years, I was intensely 

impressed by Andrei Tarkovsky’s films and Taganka Theater.” 

    1965-1975 

   36 “I understood Marxism in my own way.” 

    About 1965-1975 

 

  3.2  At the University 

 

   37 "Only mathematicians are able to do anything in economics." 

    About 1971 

 38 "The books read during the university years had not differed much from the books 

read during school years." 

    1971-1975 

   39 "Only God has power over a human." 

    About 1975.06-1975.07 

 

  3.3  Leaflets: Psychological Motivator and Convictions 



List of Folklore 
 

179 
 

 

 40 “My friend had done exactly what our best teachers and parents had taught us.” 

    1974.12.10 - about 1975.11.28 

 41 “On the other hand, it was very possible to understand all this extremely well and 

still not do anything much beyond telling a political joke to one's friends.” 

    About 1971-1975 

   42 “I was suffering from unrequited love.” 

    About 1974-1975 

 43 “In the cause of this I acquainted with many modern poets, both Soviet and foreign.” 

    About 1974-1975 

   44 "… Beauty exists, but it is not really present in the world…" 

    1974.12.10 - 1975.11.28 

   45 “It is worth noting that any action having ethical implications, and morality in 

general, probably does not exist before we are faced with some formative events in 

our life.” 

    1974.12.10 - 1975.11.28 

 46 “At this particular moment of my life, it seemed to me that if I did something 

nonconformist, I would be on the right track, that I would be doing what my education and 

upbringing had prepared me for. This story would be ‘good’ as long as there is a ‘happy end.’” 

    1974.12.10 - 1975.11.28 and after 

 47 “The first problem can be paraphrased as a problem of will.” 

    1974.12.10 - 1975.11.28 

 48 “In a totalitarian state, family members serve as hostages guaranteeing the behavior 

of the individual. For this reason, everything is vastly more complicated than simply the 

problem of will.” 

    1974.12.10 - 1975.11.28 

 49 “Finding in myself, after some self-analysis and vacillation, such unconscious self-

justifying authority, I started my ‘subversive activities’.” 

    1974.12.10 - 1975.11.28 

 50 “The leaflets were actually more interesting than the slogans, which I wrote on walls, 

or the speeches of Trotsky.” 

    1975.10-1975.11 

 51 “Bearing in mind the potential reaction of the KGB, I composed the leaflets mainly 

by piecing together excerpts from official Soviet sources.” 

    1975.10-1975.11 

 

  3.4  Leaflet: "This is Our History in Brief" 

 

   52 "This is our history in brief… " 

    1975.10-1975.11 

 

  3.5  Leaflet: "Do You Know What Kind of Country You Live in?" 

 

   53 "Do You Know What Kind of Country You Live in? " 

    1975.10-1975.11 

 

  3.6  Leaflet: "You Must Be Aware of Your Power and Your Role" 

 

   54 "You Must Be Aware of Your Power and Your Role" 

    1975.10-1975.11 

 

  3.7  Leaflet: "Do You Want to Avoid a Nuclear Catastrophe?" 

 

   55 "Do You Want to Avoid a Nuclear Catastrophe?" 

    1975.10-1975.11 
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  3.8  Investigation and Trial. Encounter with the Committee for State Security (KGB) 

 

 56 "It would have been better if he were a drunkard." 

    Soon after 1975.11.28 

 57 “The worst moment was when the door slams behind you for the first time.” 

    1975.11.28 

 58 “Strange as it may seem, the stumbling block was my refusal to acknowledge my 

guilt.” 

    After 1975.11.28 

   59 "What blatant anti-Soviet propaganda! — He's quoting Lenin! That's Lenin!" 

    About 1975.11-1976.03 

 60 “Finally, after a month's investigation they sent me for a forensic psychiatric 

examination, which was obligatory for prosecution of especially dangerous state crimes (i.e., 

it was obligatory for Article 70: Anti-Soviet Agitation and Propaganda).” 

    1975.12 

 61 “The University ‘Komsomol’ (Communist Youth) organization resisted the orders 

to expel me.” 

    1975.12-1976 

 62 “Before the trial, they promised me that they would let me go, if I wrote an article for 

the newspaper about the harmful influence of Western radio stations.” 

    1976.01-1976.03 

 63 “At the trial, I was sentenced to a year and a half in a stringent-security camp (the 

article of the Criminal Code stipulates from 6 months to 7 years of stringent-security and/or 

from 2 to 5 years of exile).” 

    1976.03.11-1976.03.13 

 64 “After the trial, my truce with the KGB ended on its own.” 

    After 1976.03.13 

 65 “I had read many books in the prison during the investigation.” 

    1975.12-1976.03 

 

  3.9  At the Camp: My Horizons Expand 

 

   66 “I ended up in camp 37 in the Perm region.” 

    1976-1977 

   67 “The camp was modern.” 

    1976-1977 

 68 “The total number of people in the camp fluctuated during my stay there from 30 to 

55, including 20-25 imprisoned for anti-Soviet agitation and propaganda.” 

    1976-1977 

 69 "There were ‘students’ and ‘soldiers’ in this camp." 

    1976-1977 

 70 "The freedom of speech in the camp makes you feel like in the British Parliament." 

    1976-1977 

 71 “I took advantage of the ambiguity present in the camp and as soon as I arrived and 

behaved as if I were in a political camp.” 

    1976-1977 

 72 “When I was in the camp, I found common ground with nationalists from all over 

the U.S.S.R.” 

    1976-1977 

 73 “My closest friends in the labor camp were: one Armenian, one Lithuanian, 

Moldovan Gimpu, Russian Dmitry Mikheyev, and Ukrainian Dolishniy.” 

    1976-1977 

   74 "Those convicted of violating Article 70 would be allowed to emigrate from the 

Soviet Union." 

    1976 

 75 "You will be under surveillance in the West all your life." 
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    1976 

 76 “My behavior in the camp made the authorities uneasy.” 

    Leading to 1977.04 

 77 "A special regime prisoner — to the head of the column. One step aside — the guards 

open fire without a warning." 

    About 1977.04 

 78 "I was carrying a heavy pack containing books bought with the money I had earned." 

    About 1977.04 

 79 “In Sverdlovsk, they tried to brainwash me, but nothing came of it: my convictions 

had been strengthened in camp.” 

    1977.04-1977.05 

   80 "I felt that I found authentic existence." 

    About 1977.04 

 

  3.10  After the Camp: Life Got More Dangerous and More Interesting 

 

 81 “Because I showed no signs of being ‘rehabilitated,’ I was placed under 

administrative supervision.” 

    1977.05-1978.05 

 82 “Because of this restriction, the only job I could get was as a mail carrier. After a 

year, the administrative supervision was terminated, and I began to work as a computer 

programmer.” 

    1977-1978 

   83 "You are denied the right to serve in the Soviet Army due to your behavior." 

    About 1979 

 84 “My life only began in earnest after the camp.” 

    1977-1981 

 85 “It should be stated that after my arrest, society (the people around us) split with 

regard to our family: some friends turned away from us, and others remained.” 

    1977-1981 

   86 “I had read intensely in this period.” 

    1977-1981 

 87 “The presence of my brother and I, the young rebels, combined with the prestige of 

my father, a Doctor of Science, created a very strong nonconformist symbiosis and evoked 

unusual sympathy.” 

    1977-1981 

 88 “It is true that we had to be very careful and constantly analyze the people around us 

for signs that someone might be an agent provocateur.” 

    1977-1981 

 89 “In general, the KGB relied more on the traditional secret police work than on 

technical surveillance.” 

    1975-1981 

 90 “During the period after my release from the camp and before our emigration, my 

brother and I adapted to our situation better than our parents did.” 

    1977-1981 

 91 “Although I had begun to think about emigration while I was still in the camp, the 

first one to mention it was my father.” 

    1977 

 92 “We would like to emigrate to any capitalist country.” 

    1977 

   93 “You can go now.” 

    1977.11.07 

 94 “Our first attempt to emigrate by Israeli papers was in 1978; we received permission 

to emigrate in 1981 from the third attempt.” 

  1978-1981 

 95 “I should mention one important aspect of this period: I got married.” 



List of Folklore 
 

182 
 

    1981 

 96 “My parents and I left the Soviet Union in October 1981, before the Soviet 

‘Constitution Day’.” 

  1981.10 

 97  “In hindsight, of all the material possessions we left behind I regret only losing our 

large book library, which we had to sell to pay ‘Tax for the Refusal from the Soviet 

Citizenship’ and for visas.” 

    About 1981 

   98 "I want to register as Avakov." 

    About 1982-1983 

 99 "In the emigration we were exposed to the books that were unavailable in the Soviet 

Union." 

    1981-1987 

 100 "In the 1980s, we had the opportunity to acquaint ourselves with the films of 

Tarkovsky, which we had not seen before." 

    1981-1987 

 101 “All of us — my wife, my parents, my brother, and I — began to live in the United 

States with a very positive attitude toward this country and its ‘right wing.’” 

    1981-1987 

 

 4. Folklore of 1987 

 

  4.1  First steps in America. Fog over New York 

 

   102 "Please to not move papers from the table..." 

    1987.03.17 

 103 "I do not quite like the taste of American chicken. They say it is grown with 

hormones. ― I do not believe it. …” 

    Around 1982 

 104 "Were you a member of the Communist Party? — At the age of 21 I dissociated 

myself from the Communist ideology and its totalitarian practices.”  

    1981.10-1981.11 

   105 Homer The Iliad: "What god was it then set them together in bitter collision?" "You 

look like Lenin, very much look like." 

    1981.11 

 106 “I think I have s. — I charge 50 dollars for a visit.” 

    1981.12 

   107 "It would have been better if you hadn't come here..." 

    1984-1986 

 108 "Funny, we're taught in school that America's the great melting pot." 

    2001-2012 

   109 "You must not be quiet..." 

    1982-1987 

 110 "It's not a matter of being aggressive, but of being extroverted.  American culture 

loves extraverts." 

    2001-2012 

 111 "I wonder how much these different perspectives toward these ‘well-meaning’ 

bits of wisdom come from the collision of two different sets of cultural norms." 

    2001-2012 

 112 "Despite disagreements with my children, I greatly appreciate their input." 

    2001-2012 

   113 "In a public opinion poll, nations of the West were asked 'Do you believe in God?' 

Americans were the most likely to answer affirmatively (90 percent). " 

    1982-1983 

 114 “I regard all this ‘mass psychology’ stuff with skepticism.  Unfortunately.” 

    2001-2012 
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 115 “I don’t consider the above evaluation of the polling results as ‘mass psychology’ 

stuff but rather a philosophical consideration of what happens to things that we value in 

our [western/industrial/developed] society.” 

    2001-2012 

   116 "God bless America." 

    All the time 

   117 "Hello, girl" 

    1981.12-1982.01 

 118 "Around NYU, Washington Square, West Village, we used to joke the guys were 

‘assumed gay until proven straight.’" 

    2001-2012 

 119 "There is something strange about this restaurant. Only men visit it. But there are no 

fights among them, everybody is very polite." 

    2001-2012 

   120 "Thus, appeared a new theme - homosexuality in America." 

    1981.12-1982.01 

   121 “I can’t help but emotionally react to such a comment. It upsets and angers me.” 

    2001-2012 

 122 “If this excuses me, I should note that this was my first reaction to the open display 

of homosexuality in New York. Unlike today's America, the old Soviet Union had no open 

homosexuality.” 

    2001-2012 

   123 "You are too independent. …" 

    1981.12-1982.01 

   124 "Don't wear jeans at work" 

    1982.08 

 125 "Twenty-five years later, jeans aren't work clothes, unless you're blue collar... or 

an IT guy." 

    2001-2012 

   126 "It is a rather obvious point for Americans." 

    2001-2012 

   127 “2000 people have died from AIDS” 

    1982 

 128 “There's a feeling (especially in the liberal circles I travel in) that if something 

affects the straight white male population, it gets a disproportionate amount of attention. 

Look at many insurance policies: they'll cover Viagra, but not birth control pills.” 

    2001-2012 

 129 “Such a tendency in the distribution of media (and consequently popular) attention 

is truly a signifier of the insidious nature of prejudices and their harmful consequences to the 

whole of society.” 

    2001-2012 

   130 "I live with a roommate" 

    1982.01-1982.03 

   131 "Disgruntled gay." 

    2001-2012 

 132 "This is so, so unfortunate.  But isn't part of being progressive (at least in theory) 

trying to overcome your prejudices?" 

    2001-2012 

   133 "In the U.S. researches about the economies of Eastern Bloc are done by government 

organizations like the CIA…" 

    1982.03-1982.05 

   134 "We live in Greenwich Village" 

    1982 

   135 ” Greenwich Village also has a history of being the epicenter of bohemia and 

counterculture forces, the Haight-Ashbury of the East Coast.” 

    2001-2012 
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   136 “New York is a reservation for foreigners” 

    1982-1983 

 137 “A story of starting from poverty is well reflected in literature; Charles Dickens 

begins Little Dorrit with ‘Book the First: Poverty.’” 

    2001-2012 

 138 “On NPR, they were saying something along the lines that 40% (60%?) of New 

Yorkers are foreign-born.” 

    2001-2012 

   139 “In America we got acquainted with several families who had similar political 

ticket to emigration.” 

    The 1980s-1990s 

   140 "I love NY" 

    1982-1987 

   141 "Yeah, not so much anymore." 

    2001-2012 

 142 "Despite all these things I still feel that New York City is the greatest city in the 

world." 

    2001-2012 

   143 "The best thing in American TV is advertising..." 

    1982-1983 

 144 "I especially like how they try to sell you drugs on TV because of all the side 

effects." 

    2001-2012 

 145 "When it comes down to it, advertising is the attempt to influence consumers; it 

is a type of sanctioned propaganda." 

    2001-2012 

   146 "TV is working on the market..." 

    1986.12-1987.03 

   147 "Infotainment!" 

    2001-2012 

   148 "Dream-culture" 

    1986 

 149 "I think that many imagine New York City as the place to make one’s dreams come 

true and, depending on the kind of dream they have, it determines if they (and their dreams) 

flourish into actuality or dwindle into nothingness." 

    2001-2012 

   150 "Long live the American Dream..." 

    2001-2012 

   151 "What roads..." 

    1981-1987 

   152 "The time will pass, and we too will assimilate..." 

    1985 

 153 "Even in the second generation, it persists.  I'm still ‘ethnic’ because I can point 

to a recognizable heritage." 

    2001-2012 

 154 "When an individual (particularly an adult) comes from one culture to another 

many obstacles and challenges prevent full acculturation from ever occurring." 

    2001-2012 

   155 "Alex, don't you want to go back?..." 

    1987.03 

 156 "I can't help but think of myths of people descending into the Underworld." 

    2001-2012 

 

  4.2  The train is picking up the speed. Early years 

 

   157 "The spell of Plato." 
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    1981-1985 

   158 "Have you ever committed any crime? ..." 

    1982-1985 

 159 "I don't think it would count.  Crimes don't carry over from legal systems like that 

do they?" 

    2001-2012 

   160 "My answer is: wait." 

    2001-2012 

   161 "He is their dissidents' ambassador. — Diplomats are all spies." 

    1982 

   162 "They are cheap..." 

    1982.08 

   163 "These sprinklers on the ceiling have cameras." 

    1983 

 164 "Sure, you know, to ensure the employees aren't committing any fraud, right?" 

    2001-2012 

   165 "Why did this guy commit this crime? ..." 

    1984.11-1985.01 

166 "They say any criticism will demoralize the troops." 

    2001-2012 

167 "I can’t help but question whether these comments had much of anything to do 

with the author." 

    2001-2012 

 168 “The distinctive feature of the Anglo-Saxon law is that the subject of law is 

thought to be not at the bottom of power pyramid, but on the same level with the 

government, protected by certain procedural guarantees.” 

    1981-1987 

   169 "How do you find America? ..." 

    1981-1987 

   170 "What do you find different between America and Russia? …" 

    1984.06-1984.08 

 171 "Let’s consider the issue addressed in this Folklore Unit in more concrete terms. For 

instance, the rapid growth of the Internet has led to new issues concerning copyright, privacy, 

and freedom of speech that existing legislation is unable to deal with." 

    2001-2012 

   172 "Welcome to the United States..." 

    1982.01 

 173 "Practically everyone still assumes that if you're Russian-American, you're 

Jewish-Russian-American." 

    2001-2012 

   174 "These Russians must be placed in camps..." 

    1983.09 

 175 "Oh fun, I've heard them say the same of ‘terrorists.’" 

    2001-2012 

 176 "Today we are taught that the internment of the Japanese (and other Asians) 

during WWII was a horrendous misstep in America’s history much like the abuse of Native 

Americans, slavery, segregation, etc." 

    2001-2012 

   177 "Should we move to New Zealand?" 

    Around 1983 

 178 "What are you doing? I am working for you not in order for you to start a nuclear 

war!" 

    1983.11 

   179 "Are you hiding any disease? Are you a spy?" 

    Spring of 1984 

   180 "This guy is in trouble" 
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    1984 

   181 "He is dying" 

    1984.06-1987.03 

   182 "He visited physician not having any problem..." 

    1984-1985 

   183 "Of course he was a homosexual..." 

    1984.11-1985.01 

   184 "Sounds like someone had a faulty gaydar." 

    2001-2012 

 185 "It is impossible to understand the essence of this letter unless the reader realizes that 

what is being said about you often does not have any foundation." 

    2001-2012 

   186 "Please, describe for us, why do you want to leave?" 

    1985.01 

 187 "I have the impression there are only a few acceptable responses to that sort of 

thing, all of them pithy and cryptic." 

    2001-2012 

   188 "Kick him out" 

    1985.06-1985.10 

   189 "I do not like you controlling my every step! I do not like you watching over me! It 

is a violation of my human rights! — And this is a very good point." 

    1985.05-1985.08 

 190 "In some workplaces, there is a common unofficial policy of razing that occurs to 

serve as a sort of initiation into the brotherhood." 

    2001-2012 

   191 "As I looked at him for the first time..." 

    1985.06-1985.08 

 192 "How overly dramatic.  Did they throw Holy Water on you next?" 

    2001-2012 

 193 "I sense here in J.A.A.'s words a certain stylistic objection to my style as a 

storyteller." 

    2001-2012 

   194 "You know, we did not expect..." 

    1985.09-1985.10 

 195 "Might not the discussion be about the quality of a music recording, a videocassette, 

or even a new stereo system?" 

    2001-2012 

   196 "Would you like to look at his (intimate parts)? ..." 

    1985 

 197 "Maybe someone has a crush on a movie-star." 

    2001-2012 

   198 "Today it was slower..." 

    1985.09-1985.10 

 199 “My best friend and I joke online sometimes: ―You think the NSA is listening 

into our IM conversation? ―Oh probably.  Hi NSA! ―Wait, I've got it: Arab bomb 

terrorist.  Ok, now they're listening. ―Hi NSA!” 

    2001-2012 

 200 “Big Brother guys (the NSA, whatever) can repeat after Jean Racine Berenice: "Pray, 

pardon me if, too importunate,/ I dare intrude upon your privacy."” 

    2001-2012 

   201 "What is the name of that guy from his old job? ..." 

    1985.09-1985.10 

   202 "Prostitute." 

    1985.06-1985.08 

   203 "He knows the system." 

    1985.06-1985.08 
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 204 "While I can’t condone manipulation of government assistance programs, I can 

understand the immigrants." 

    2001-2012 

   205 "We are paying him so much money..." 

    1985.09-1985.10 

   206 "He has been a homosexual since his school years" 

    1985.09-1985.10 

 207 "This can't be simply because two guys are friends and correspond. More likely 

because there's this strong pressure for guys to act all macho — anything less and they're 

open to ridicule." 

    2001-2012 

 208 "My American life started as a withdrawn and quiet one and what I missed most in 

the first few years of this life were the good friends I left behind in the Soviet Union." 

    2001-2012 

   209 “AIDS” 

    1985.09-1985.10 

   210 "He has dirty eyes" 

    1985.09-1985.10 

 211 "Men often stare at women.  Because of this, if someone smiles, we often react 

cynically." 

    2001-2012 

 212 "There is also another, less obvious aspect of this: any society punishes deviation 

from the statistically average behavior, even if conformity with the average means certain sins 

and even if the particular ‘deviation’ in question is in compliance with the supposed moral 

norms of that society." 

    2001-2012 

   213 "Deaf" 

    1985-1987 

   214 "Jesus" 

    1985.09-1986 

 215 "They can say ‘Jesus’ to any incredible, or significant, or emotional event." 

    2001-2012 

 216 "Most probably. But also, from the ‘theory of psychological operations:’ when they 

think that there is a need to control you and that you are dying, they tell you ‘Jesus.’" 

    2001-2012 

   217 "Do not worry, you will kick him out..." 

    1985.09-1985.10 

   218 "So it goes." 

    2001-2012 

 219 "There isn’t cost for love, only the life, the life, the life…" 

    2001-2012 

 

  4.3  The first period of the last project 

 

   220 "We are unhappy with this driver" 

    1985.11 

 221 "Good thing we find ourselves in a meritocracy, huh?" 

    2001-2012 

   222 "He is stupid" 

    1985.11 

   223 "You must prove..." 

    1985.12 

 224 "Women are told such things.  So are minorities.  So is anyone who's not the 

default." 

    2001-2012 

   225 "We must finish the Internal Design by ..." 
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    1985.11-1986.02 

 226 "This seems to be common, at least with what I see with my peers." 

    2001-2012 

 227 "This may be common in some fields, but I doubt all." 

    2001-2012 

   228 "You offended people" 

    1986.01 

 229 "It's hard to strike a balance between performing well, even spectacularly, and 

being a ‘team player.’" 

    2001-2012 

   230 "The project is mismanaged" 

    1985.12 

 231 "I wonder how much of this was active threat and how much was simply their 

incompetence." 

    2001-2012 

   232 "Did you see how much they did? ..." 

    1986.01 

 233 "You should've left a pack of crayons and a coloring book to play with." 

    2001-2012 

   234 "He is crazy..." 

    1986.01-1986.08 

   235 "Wishful thinking?" 

    2001-2012 

   236 "He is one of these crazy guys..." 

    1986.01-1986.02 

 237 "Sounds like he was trying to save his own skin by distancing himself from 

anyone less Americanized." 

    2001-2012 

   238 "Let us go to drink some coffee" 

    1986.01-1986.02 

   239 "Your wife and you should not have children, because they would be idiots." 

    1986.01-1986.02 

 240 "SAT is a really stupid way to measure intelligence." 

    2001-2012 

 241 "Still, we should not underestimate SAT because it is a part of the educational 

system; and I think we all agree that education is important." 

    2001-2012 

   242 "Do you know that the first congress of eugenics..." 

    1986.01-1986.02 

   243 "People like this can't really be talked to." 

    2001-2012 

   244 "According to scientist X..." 

    1986.01-1986.02 

 245 "Funny, nowadays it's shifted a bit: anyone with the hardline attitude of ‘anyone who 

denies it is gay’ is more suspect than the denier." 

    2001-2012 

   246 "You are assigned..." 

    1986.01-1986.03 

   247 “Office politics.” 

    2001-2012 

   248 “Unfortunately, maybe more than that.” 

    2001-2012 

 249 "He has 3 6's in the size of his file. — Monster." 

    1986.02-1987 

 250 "Goya's series: ‘Reason's sleep gives birth to monsters.’" 

    2001-2012 
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   251 "I think I am being eavesdropped." 

    1985 or 1986 

 

  4.4  Complements without a plot 

 

   252 "He has become a real PIN..." 

    1986 

   253 "He does not have anything to do..." 

    1984.12-1985.01, 1985.10, 1986.08-1986.09, 1987.01-1987.03 

   254 "And now there's outsourcing..." 

    2001-2012 

   255 "He looks like a gay..." 

    1982-1987 

 256 “Most people outgrow it by the time they're holding down jobs.” 

    2001-2012 

   257 "That is a big fish." 

    1986 

   258 "These albums are gorgeous." 

    1986.06-1986.08 

   259 "Let us see if he deserves his salary" 

    1986-1987 

 260 "I think this was your cue to draw a colorful flow chart." 

    2001-2012 

 261 "Remember Joseph Conrad Heart of Darkness?" 

    2001-2012 

   262 "Your employment also depends on this" 

    1986.06-1986.08 

   263 "I explained to him that we could lose a project because of this." 

    1987.01-1987.03 

   264 "There are many ways to skin the cat" 

    1986.06-1987.03 

 265 "Usually, the phrase is, ‘There's only one way to skin a cat.’" 

    2001-2012 

   266 "They call him a political extremist..." 

    1987.01-1987.03 

   267 "Did you receive a raise?" 

    1987.02-1987.03 

   268 "We can divide his money" 

    1987.01-1987.03 

   269 "Wonderful! Sounds like Communism!" 

    2001-2012 

   270 "Keep him pushed back" 

    1987.02-1987.03 

   271 "Sucker" 

    1986.12-1987.03 

 272 "There's a quote often attributed to PT Barnum: ‘There's a sucker born every 

minute.’" 

    2001-2012 

   273 "Jerk..." 

    1986.12-1987.03 

   274 "Schmo" 

    1986-1987 

 275 "Funny, this is a Jewish/Yiddish word.  Means more along the lines of ‘idiot,’ 

connotes someone who's held in contempt." 

    2001-2012 

   276 "Like Herman Melville Moby Dick." 
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    2001-2012 

   277 "Chicken" 

    1985.09-1987.03 

   278 “To me ‘chicken’ connotes a coward.” 

    2001-2012 

   279 "Crocodile" 

    1986.12-1987.03 

 280 "More specifically, with rough skin, i.e. scaly like a crocodile or alligator." 

    2001-2012 

 281 "It might be related to the movie, which appeared approximately at the same time, 

Crocodile Dundee (1986), an Australian comedy about a weathered and eccentric crocodile 

poacher." 

    2001-2012 

   282 "It is best to laugh at him" 

    1987.03 

   283 "Send him back..." 

    1986.09-1987.03 

   284 "Also said towards straight-up Americans with no discernible ethnic background: 

‘if you don't like it, leave.’" 

    2001-2012 

   285 "They are undermining our wages" 

    1982-1987 

 286 "They don't even have to be immigrants anymore!" 

    2001-2012 

   287 "They are robbering the country" 

    1986.12-1987.03 

 288 "Let me guess: if they're paying income taxes and not collecting welfare, right?" 

    2001-2012 

   289 "Black." 

    1986.09-1987.03 

   290 "Sigh, at least they weren't using the n-word." 

    2001-2012 

   291 "Maniac" 

    1984-1987 

   292 "Nut..." 

    1986.12-1987.03 

 293 "Well, there is a saying: ‘There's a fine line between genius and madness.’" 

    2001-2012 

 294 "Isn’t it possible for an individual who gone mad to be capable of intelligent 

thinking?" 

    2001-2012 

   295 "Shoot him..." 

    1985.08, 1986.08-1987.03 

 296 “Or shoot him like Cheney shot that lawyer in the face.” 

    2001-2012 

   297 "He is awfully bright, but he is the wrong person." 

    1986.09-1987.03 

   298 "He is a public personality" 

    1986-1987 

   299 "What would have Plato said?" 

    2001-2012 

 

  4.5  Storm-kick 

 

   300 "He will swallow this..." 

    1987.01-1987.03 
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   301 "Vegetable..." 

    1986.12-1987.03 

 302 "Taken together, all these quotes suggest a sort of single-minded diligence to the job, 

with few insights into your personal life (with the conclusion that you don't have a personal 

life)." 

    2001-2012 

 303 "A vegetable is non-responsive to stimuli, even agitation." 

    2001-2012 

 304 "I think that ‘vegetable’ here is just a metaphor for general attitudes toward will to 

do something ‘right.’" 

    2001-2012 

 305 "He is terrible, but he was the only one [dissident] in their city." 

    1986 

   306 "Perfect..." 

    1986.09-1987.03 

 307 "This whole thing sounds more like a ‘perfect storm’ to me." 

    2001-2012 

   308 "He is a Jew" 

    1987.01-1987.02 

   309 "No Russians, no Jews" 

    1987.01-1987.02 

 310 "You're only allowed to make these jokes about yourself." 

    2001-2012 

   311 "Nick told Swani..." 

    1987.01-1987.02 

   312 "Unnatural accent" 

    1986.12-1987.03 

   313 "You can't win here, either." 

    2001-2012 

   314 "Upch-hi! ..." 

    1987.01 

 315 "Among my non-religious friends, it's en vogue to use the German, or even Russian 

expressions (Gesundheit and But' sdarov)." 

    2001-2012 

   316 "He is the most vicious" 

    1987.02-1987.03 

 317 "Hm, I can see this being used as a positive thing, too." 

    2001-2012 

 

  4.6  March diary. Beginning of notes 

 

   318 "There is no place here" 

    1987.03 

 319 "You could try clicking your heels together, saying to yourself, ‘There's no place like 

home, there's no place like home...’" 

    2001-2012 

   320 "Your contract will expire on the 19th..." 

    1987.03.06 

   321 "Whom are they carrying into the emergency?..." 

    1987.03.06 

   322 "Why are you against him? — Because he is Russian." 

    1986-1987 

 323 "Political correctness also shifts with social groups." 

    2001-2012 

   324 "Homo, homo, homo..." 

    1987.03.06 
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 325 "Seems reasonable; anxiety attacks to present with chest pains." 

    2001-2012 

   326 "Can anybody shoot..." 

    1987.03.08 

   327 "What a pain to work with..." 

    1987.03.08 

 328 "Well, if people keep throwing themselves at a problem without resolving it, 

naturally they get frustrated." 

    2001-2012 

   329 "Bloody shit" 

    1987.03.08 

 330 "Nothing like being in the trenches to bring people together." 

    2001-2012 

   331 "I don't like the idea..." 

    1987.03.10 

   332 "I am sorry..." 

    1987.03.10 

   333 "Nut..." 

    1987.03.12 

   334 "More outdated terms?" 

    2001-2012 

   335 "Black..." 

    1987.03.19 

 336 "Helping rescue the system during that night got you a couple of brownie points, it 

seems." 

    2001-2012 

   337 "What are you trying to achieve? ..." 

    1987.03.20 

   338 "May be this story..." 

    1987.03.20 

 339 "Probably. Most likely. All stories have other sides." 

    2001-2012 

 340 "It’s true that all stories can be told from different perspectives, but this does not 

invalidate the legitimacy of each perspective." 

    2001-2012 

   341 "Alex, hold your breath..." 

    1987.03.25 

   342 "This preacher who drives Mercedes" 

    1987.03.26 

 343 "Also, preachers, as opposed to priests or ministers, are associated with branches of 

Christianity which are predominantly black." 

    2001-2012 

   344 "Some schmo..." 

    1987.03.27 

 345 "And that's what we call New York hospitality." 

    2001-2012 

   346 "You get all this money..." 

    1987.03.27 

   347 "No more chickens..." 

    1987.03.30 

 348 "You've got yourself a whole Animal Farm here." 

    2001-2012 

   349 "There are total rejects..." 

    1987.03.30 

   350 "You will never get a job..." 

    1987.03.30 
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   351 "If he does it, he will pay for it." 

    1987.03.31 

   352 "This is your last day..." 

    1987.03.31 

 353 "Maybe now you can be a cat, you know, with nine lives?" 

    2001-2012 

   354 "He is a big piece of this..." 

    1987.03.31 

   355 "Stupid..." 

    1987.03.31 

 356 "I bet. If they place sole responsibility on you for your own happiness, they don't 

have to own up to their own behavior." 

    2001-2012 

   357 "He is insane..." 

    1987.03.31 

   358 "Make sure he does not come back" 

    1987.03.24-1987.03.31 

 

  4.7  Bridge to the surprising 

 

   359 "He is a traffic nut..." 

    1987.03.31 

 360 "Again, with the linguistic habits. I, for one, love traffic circles." 

    2001-2012 

 

  4.8  The surprising is near. Fall of 1986 

 

   361 "He is a loser" 

    1986.10-1986.11 

 362 "’Loser’ is also a social trait. Someone uncool, basically." 

    2001-2012 

 363 "The loser is not always to only one to receive ridicule." 

    2001-2012 

 364 "In 1986, I alone earned enough for our family income to be in the top 8% of all U.S. 

families." 

    2001-2012 

 365 "You have to send letters registered with return receipt." 

    The 1980s. 

   366 "We have some prospects for you..." 

    Before 1986.10.20 

   367 "Unfortunately, we don't have anything for you in New York right now." 

    After 1986.10.20 

   368 "Show your license, registration, and insurance..." 

    1986.10 

   369 "We were eating sandwiches..." 

    1986.11 

   370 "You have a good chance..." 

    1986.11 

   371 "Unfortunately, this job has gone to another person." 

    1986.11 

   372 "There was a small crack on the wind-shield..." 

    1986.11 

   373 "In the college we made experiments..." 

    1986.12 

 

  4.9  Instead of the epilogue 
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   374 "How are you?..." 

    1987.02 

 375 "This reads like something out of a drugstore spy novel." 

    2001-2012 

   376 "This is the best man who has ever seen him..." 

    1987.02 

 

  4.10  General Metacontexts of 1987 

 

   377 George Mead expresses the idea... 

    1987 

   378 "He lacks adjustment." 

    1981-1987 

 379 "I would like to describe my ‘subjective psychology’ and inner workings of mind 

leading to the conclusion of this story in 1987." 

    1987 

   380 "Mafia." — "They want to stage a funeral." 

    Summer of 1987 

 381 "Everybody knew you had to be an object of the criminal investigation to justify a 

surveillance court order." 

    1987 

   382 "This was a serious psychological trauma." 

    1987 

 383 "A perception of the arbitrariness of fortune is very ancient." 

    2001-2012 

384 "Love män[iac].” 

    Summer of 1987 

   385 GENERAL CONTEXT: Profession — Reporter ... 

 

 5. A Philosophical Interlude 

 

  5.1  The First Impressions Between Epochs. "On 'The Tibetan Book of the Great 

Liberation'" 

 

   386 “We will burn him on the cross.” 

    Summer of 1988 

   387 "The first hint of support for my self-inquiry I found in the essay On "The Tibetan 

Book of the Great Liberation" where Carl Gustav Jung ridicules the "fetish of 

'complete objectivity'" "at the cost of losing every trace of inner life." " 

   388 "Privacy is central to all fundamental rights." 

    1988 

 389 "In an attempt to put my diaries in a philosophical context I intend to look at every 

philosophical school that I can get access." 

    1988 

 

5.2   Intuition. Objects and Subjects 

 

 390 “My take on the experience of my American life would be impossible without 

intuition.” 

     After 1988 

 391 “Intuition as a counterweight to analysis is also a counterweight to rationalism.” 

  After 1988 

 392 “My attention to the objects of my investigation (surrounding people) has feedback 

on them.” 

  After 1988 
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 393 “My use of language in this diary, having influence on the other people, hopefully 

has a positive transformational effect on my relationships with them.” 

    After 1988 

 

5.3  Leaps of Logic and Being Judgmental 

 

 394 “In the descriptions of my experience I often rely on certain leaps of logic. I do not 

find anything wrong in such leaps. I think it is my right as an author to be judgmental to a 

degree.” 

    After 1988 

 

5.4  Experience as a Chain of Events 

 

 395 “My experience is a chain of events where the earlier ones reinforced the later ones.” 

     After 1988 

 

 5.5  The World as It Appears to Us Directly. This is Humanism 

 

 396 "As a starting point, I am trying to describe my experience in practice, not in theory. 

" 

    After 1988 

   397 "I am describing a real person." 

    After 1988 

   398 "This is humanism." 

    After 1988 

 399 "Universal human rights can be a basis for morality." 

 After 1988 

 

5.6   The Purpose Is to Overcome Self-Ignorance 

 

   400 "The purpose is to overcome self-ignorance." John Calvin: "Our wisdom, in so far as 

it ought to be deemed true and solid wisdom, consists almost entirely of two parts: the 

knowledge of God and ourselves." 

    After 1988 

   401 "'Radical honesty' is a very interesting thing. It may be the main idea of this book." 

    After 1988 

   402 "Honesty frightens many people. " 

    After 1988 

   403 "The world is full of self-serving memoirs of politicians, which contain practically 

no real information. This book is the opposite of these meaningless memoirs. " 

    After 1988 

 

5.7  World of Ideas 

 

   404 "This book is a diary with a constantly changing meaning." 

    After 1988 

   405 "The facts of my life with the help of Metacontexts become just illustrations to the 

world of Ideas." 

    After 1988 

   406 "An extreme view of the world of ideas belongs to Nicolas Malebranche." 

    After 1988 

   407 "On the other side of the argument about the world of ideas is Thomas Reid." 

    After 1988 

   408 "I am just making a weak attempt to produce a more or less logical account out of 

chaotic events of my life. " 

    2009 
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  5.8  Trying to Prove Surveillance Beyond a Reasonable Doubt 

 

   409 "I am trying to move the reader from blind faith in what I am saying to rational 

argument." 

    After 1988 

   410 "I am writing to reason and logic." 

    After 1988 

   411 "I am trying to come back to foundations of philosophical logic as Frege understood 

them. For me Frege’s works is an unachievable ideal. What I tried at least to do in this book is 

to adhere to a formalized structure." 

    After 1988 

   412 "The problem investigated in this book is the one of the existence of surveillance. " 

    After 1988 

   413 "I am not trying to impose my view of surveillance as a matter of trust — I am trying 

to prove it." 

    After 1988 

   414 "I accept the legitimacy of skepticism on the topic of surveillance, but whether or not 

I prove its existence, this does not move me to despair and depression." 

    After 1988 

   415 "With the modern techniques of surveillance it becomes almost impossible to prove 

its presence beyond a reasonable doubt." 

    After 1988 

   416 "My depiction of the events of my life is grounded in the experience. " 

    After 1988 

 417 "Most people would question my conclusions and judgments about surveillance 

because my evidence is outside of their perceived reality." 

    After 1988 

 

  5.9  The Genre of This Book Is Ethnographic Surrealism 

 

   418 "By genre this book belongs to ethnographic surrealism." 

    After 1988 

419 "There are certain restrictions of the methods that come with the territory of 

anthropology and ethnography." 

    After 1988 

 

5.10  My Side of the Story 

 

   420 "Whatever the opinions to the contrary, I intend to investigate my side of the story." 

    After 1988 

   421 "The best that we can do is truthfully express ourselves. To ‘truthfully express’ means 

to understand and describe in detail what is subjectively given."  

    After 1988 

   422 "Different people will see different things in this book." 

    After 1988 

   423 "My view of the truth is my right as an author." 

    After 1988 

 

 6. Religious Sympathies 

 

  6.1  God 

 

   424 “You need to know only Torah.” 

    After 1988 

 425 “My general attitude towards religion, may be traced to natural theology.” 
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    After 1988 

 426 “Voltaire is one of the most powerful philosophical influences on views about 

religion since the Enlightenment.” 

    After 1988 

 427 “Spinoza is close to scientific thinking of our times.” 

    After 1988 

 428 “Plato started the argument for the existence of God.” 

    After 1988 

 429 “Aristotle continued the argument for the existence of God.” 

    After 1988 

 430 “Anselm of Canterbury was first to provide classical arguments for the existence of 

God.” 

    After 1988 

 431 “Thomas Aquinas developed the argument for the existence of God further.” 

    After 1988 

 432 “Duns Scotus thought that only revelation could be a proof for the existence of God.” 

    After 1988 

 433 “Avicenna created a philosophical argument for the existence of God as a necessary 

existent.” 

    After 1988 

 434 “Descartes argued for the existence of God as a perfect Creator.” 

    After 1988 

 435 “John Locke and George Berkeley modeled their arguments for the existence of God 

on methods of the new science.” 

    After 1988 

 436 “Leibniz thought of God as a supreme monad.” 

    After 1988 

 437 “David Hume and Immanuel Kant subjected the arguments for the existence of God 

to serious critique.” 

    After 1988 

 438 “Our times see the rise of alternative arguments for the existence of God to overcome 

critique of David Hume and Immanuel Kant.” 

    After 1988 

   439 “My God is God of Spinoza.” 

    After 1988 

 

  6.2  Revelation 

 

 440 “Someone may find natural theology a bit too cold. Paul Florensky wrote about the 

Iconostasis revealing the divine in a manner that may be appealing to believers of many 

religions. As Florensky said he would not need any further proof of the existence of God after 

seeing a Holy Trinity Icon by Andrei Rublev: ‘There exists Rublev’s Trinity, therefore there 

is God’.” 

    After 1988 

 

  6.3  Christianity 

 

   441 “By tradition I am basically a Christian.” 

     After 1988 

 442 “My father by tradition belonged to the Armenian Church.” 

    After 1988 

 443 “On my mother’s side and paternal grandmother’s side by tradition I am an Eastern 

Orthodox Christian.” 

    After 1988 

 444 “Philosophically I am most at home with the Roman Catholic Church.” 

    After 1988 
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 445 “On a human level I sympathize with Protestantism.” 

    After 1988 

 446 “One of the best explanations of the essence of Christianity was given by Leo 

Tolstoy. Despite the fact that Tolstoy was excommunicated from the Church in 1901, I find 

his description the closest to my intuitive understanding of Christianity.” 

    After 1988 

 

  6.4  Judaism 

 

 447 “Having spent a great deal of my life among Jews, I am also greatly influenced by 

Judaism.” 

        After 1988 

 448 “The right wing of the right wing of Judaism is Hasidic Judaism.” 

    After 1988 

 449 “The right wing of Judaism is Orthodox Judaism.” 

    After 1988 

 450 “Closer to the political center is Conservative Judaism.” 

    After 1988 

 451 “On the left wing of Conservative Judaism is Reconstructionist Judaism.” 

    After 1988 

 452 “I would feel myself most comfortable in Liberal Judaism.” 

    After 1988 

 

  6.5  Islam 

 

 453 “By its strict monotheism Judaism is very similar to Islam.” 

       After 1988 

 454 “The majority of Muslims are Sunni.” 

  After 1988 

   455 “A lesser part of Muslims are Shi’ah .” 

    After 1988 

   456 “The hippies of the Muslim world are Sufis.” 

    After 1988 

 

  6.6  Buddhism 

 

 457 “Having been brought up in an atheistic society, I find a natural continuity between 

scientific materialism and pantheism of Buddhist thought. I am especially attracted to its 

emphasis on morality, which was missing in Marxism." 

          After 1988 

 458 “Probably the best known form of Buddhism is Zen Buddhism." 

  After 1988 

 459 “Another well-known school of Buddhism is Lamaism." 

  After 1988 

 460 “Tendai is a Japanese Buddhist school, named after Tien Tai mountain in China, and 

the Tien Tai school of Chinese Buddhism that arose there." 

    After 1988 

 461 “Nichiren Buddhism is a sect founded by the Japanese Buddhist reformer Nichiren 

(1222-1282), sometimes called the Lotus sect, because of his claim that the Lotus Sutra 

contained the ultimate truth." 

    After 1988 

 462 “Pure Land Buddhism is a school of Buddhism founded, it is said, by the Chinese 

monk, Hui Yuan (334-417), which is one of the commonest forms of Mahayana Buddhism." 

    After 1988 

 463 “Soka Gakkai is a new religious movement in Japanese Buddhism that has grown 

rapidly since its foundation in 1937 by Tsunesaburo Makiguchi." 
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    After 1988 

 

  6.7  Hinduism and Sikhism 

 

 464 “Given my respect for Buddhism, I had to pay attention to its roots in Indian 

philosophy and Hinduism.” 

         After 1988 

 465 “It is impossible to talk about Indian religions without Sikhism.” 

         After 1988 

 

  6.8  Confucianism and Taoism 

 

 466 "Family is more important for morality than religion. In the Soviet Union there had 

not been any organized religion for people to practice for 70 years. But there were a lot of truly 

good families and, therefore, moral people." 

    After 1988 

 467 "Confucianism is intertwined with Taoism throughout history." 

    After 1988 

 

  6.9  Atheism 

 

 468 "Scientific materialism is essentially a religion — or more exactly a pseudo-religion. 

Communism and Fascism in the 20th century had strong elements of religious movements. " 

    After 1988 

 

  6.10  Ethics 

 

 469 “Having identified morality as the most important God-given gift of humankind, we 

need an ethical theory.” 

    After 1988 

 470 "Distinguishing descriptive and normative claims." 

    After 1988 

 471 "Law as a category of social mediation between facts and norms." 

    After 1988 

   472 "Ethical relativism." 

    After 1988 

   473 "Utilitarianism." 

    After 1988 

   474 "Intrinsic and instrumental value." 

    After 1988 

   475 "Acts versus rules." 

    After 1988 

   476 "Deontological theories." 

  After 1988 

   477 "Rights as moral issue." 

    After 1988 

   478 "Rights and social contract theories." 

    After 1988 

   479 "Rawlsian justice." 

    After 1988 

   480 "Virtue ethics." 

    After 1988 

 481 "Justice." 

    After 1988 

 

 7. Literary Ideas 
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  7.1  1901-1910 

 

 482 "Leo Tolstoy, Resurrection (1899-1936)." 

  After 1988 

   483 "Henry James, The Ambassadors (1903)." 

    After 1988 

   484 "Henry James, The Beast in the Jungle (1903)." 

    After 1988 

   485 "Jack London, The Call of the Wild (1903)." 

    After 1988 

   486 "Sigmund Freud, Three Essays on the Theory of Sexuality (1905)." 

    After 1988 

 

  7.2  1911-1920 

 

   487 "Thomas Mann, Death in Venice (1912)." 

    After 1988 

   488 "Alain-Fournier, Le Grand Meaulnes (1913)." 

    After 1988 

   489 "Marcel Proust, Swann in Love (1913)." 

    After 1988   

   490 "D. H. Lawrence, The Prussian Officer (1914)." 

    After 1988 

   491 "W. Somerset Maugham, Of Human Bondage (1915)." 

    After 1988 

   492 "D. H. Lawrence, Women in Love (1920)." 

    After 1988 

   493 "Edith Wharton, The Age of Innocence (1920)." 

    After 1988 

 

  7.3  1921-1930 

 

   494 "Luigi Pirandello, Six Characters in Search of an Author (1921)." 

    After 1988 

   495 "Yevgeniy Zamyatin, We (1921)." 

    After 1988 

   496 "T. S. Eliot, The Waste Land (1922)." 

    After 1988 

   497 "James Joyce, Ulysses (1922)." 

    After 1988 

   498 "Sinclair Lewis, Babbitt (1922)." 

    After 1988 

   499 "Willa Cather, A Lost Lady (1923)." 

    After 1988 

   500 "E. M. Forster, A Passage to India (1924)." 

    After 1988 

   501 "Thomas Mann, The Magic Mountain (1924)." 

    After 1988 

   502 "Mikhail Bulgakov, Heart of a Dog (1925)." 

    After 1988 

   503 "F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby (1925)." 

    After 1988 

   504 "André Gide, The Counterfeiters (1925)." 

    After 1988 

   505 "Franz Kafka, The Trial (1925)." 
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    After 1988 

   506 "Ernest Hemingway, The Sun Also Rises (1926)." 

    After 1988 

   507 "Willa Cather, Death Comes for the Archbishop (1927)." 

    After 1988 

   508 "François Mauriac, Thérèse Desqueyroux (1927)." 

    After 1988 

   509 "Virginia Woolf, To the Lighthouse (1927)." 

    After 1988 

   510 "André Breton, Nadja (1928)." 

    After 1988 

   511 "D. H. Lawrence, Lady Chatterley’s Lover (1928)." 

    After 1988 

   512 "Erich Maria Remarque, All Quiet on the Western Front (1928)." 

    After 1988 

   513 "Paul Claudel, The Satin Slipper (1929)." 

    After 1988 

   514 "William Faulkner, The Sound and the Fury (1929)." 

    After 1988 

   515 "Virginia Woolf, A Room of One’s Own (1929)." 

    After 1988 

 516 “Andrei Platonov, The Foundation Pit (late 1920s).” 

    After 1988 

   517 "William Faulkner, A Rose for Emily (1930)." 

    After 1988 

 

  7.4  1931-1940 

 

   518 "Louis-Ferdinand Céline, Journey to the End of the Night (1932)." 

    After 1988   

   519 "William Faulkner, Light in August (1932)." 

    After 1988   

   520 "Aldous Huxley, Brave New World (1932)." 

    After 1988 

   521 "André Malraux, Man’s Fate (1933)." 

    After 1988 

 522 “Vladimir Nabokov, Invitation to a Beheading (1935-1936).” 

    After 1988 

   523 "Hergé, The Blue Lotus (1936)." 

    After 1988 

   524 "Margaret Mitchell, Gone with the Wind (1936)." 

    After 1988 

   525 "John Steinbeck, The Grapes of Wrath (1939)." 

    After 1988 

   526 "Dino Buzzati, The Tartar Steppe (1940)." 

    After 1988 

   527 "Graham Greene, The Power and the Glory (1940)." 

    After 1988 

   528 "Ernest Hemingway, For Whom the Bell Tolls (1940)." 

    After 1988 

   529 "Arthur Koestler, Darkness at Noon (1940)." 

    After 1988 

   530 "Carson McCullers, The Heart Is a Lonely Hunter (1940)." 

    After 1988 

   531 "Richard Wright, Native Son (1940)." 

    After 1988 



List of Folklore 
 

202 
 

 

  7.5  1941-1950 

 

   532 "Thomas Mann, Joseph and His Brothers (1926-1943)." 

    After 1988 

   533 "Robert Musil, The Man Without Qualities (1930-1942)." 

    After 1988 

   534 "Bertolt Brecht, The Good Person of Szechwan (1938-1943)." 

    After 1988 

   535 "Albert Camus, The Stranger (1942)." 

    After 1988 

   536 "Vercors, Le Silence de la mer (1942)." 

    After 1988 

   537 "Ayn Rand, The Fountainhead (1943)." 

    After 1988 

   538 "Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, The Little Prince (1943)." 

    After 1988 

   539 "Jean-Paul Sartre, Being and Nothingness (1943)." 

    After 1988 

   540 "Evelyn Waugh, Brideshead Revisited (1945)." 

    After 1988 

   541 "Robert Penn Warren, All the King’s Men (1946)." 

    After 1988 

   542 "Anne Frank, The Diary of a Young Girl (1947)." 

    After 1988 

   543 "Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz (1947)." 

    After 1988 

   544 "Boris Vian, Froth on the Daydream (1947)." 

    After 1988 

   545 "George Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Four (1948)." 

    After 1988 

   546 "Simone de Beauvoir, The Second Sex (1949)." 

    After 1988 

   547 "Samuel Beckett, Waiting for Godot (1949)." 

    After 1988 

   548 "Eugène Ionesco, The Bald Soprano (1950)." 

    After 1988 

 

  7.6  1951-1960 

 

   549 "Hannah Arendt, The Origins of Totalitarianism (1951)." 

    After 1988 

   550 "J. D. Salinger, The Catcher in the Rye (1951)." 

    After 1988 

   551 "Ralph Ellison, Invisible Man (1952)." 

    After 1988 

   552 "James Baldwin, Go Tell it on the Mountain (1953)." 

    After 1988 

   553 "Ray Bradbury, Fahrenheit 451 (1953)." 

    After 1988 

   554 "Françoise Sagan, Bonjour Tristesse (1954)." 

    After 1988 

   555 "Claude Lèvi-Strauss, Tristes Tropiques (1955)." 

    After 1988 

   556 "Vladimir Nabokov, Lolita (1955)." 

    After 1988 
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   557 "Elie Wiesel, Night (1955)." 

    After 1988 

   558 "Michel Butor, Second Thoughts (1957)." 

    After 1988 

   559 "Jack Kerouac, On the Road (1957)." 

    After 1988 

   560 "Boris Pasternak, Doctor Zhivago (1957)." 

    After 1988 

   561 “Vasily Grossman, Life and Fate (1959).” 

    After 1988 

   562 "Harper Lee, To Kill a Mockingbird (1960)." 

    After 1988 

   563 "John Updike, Rabbit, Run (1960)." 

    After 1988 

 

  7.7  1961-1970 

 

   564 "Joseph Heller, Catch-22 (1961)." 

    After 1988 

   565 "Jorge Luis Borges, Ficciones (1962)." 

    After 1988 

   566 "Anthony Burgess, A Clockwork Orange (1962)." 

    After 1988 

   567 "Alexander Solzhenitsyn, One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich (1962)." 

    After 1988 

   568 "J. M. G. Le Clézio, The Interrogation (1963)." 

    After 1988 

   569 "Sylvia Plath, The Bell Jar (1963)." 

    After 1988 

   570 "Marguerite Duras, Ravishing of Lol Stein (1964)." 

    After 1988 

   571 "Arkady and Boris Strugatsky, Hard to Be a God (1964)." 

    After 1988 

   572 "Truman Capote, In Cold Blood (1966)." 

    After 1988 

   573 "Michel Foucault, The Order of Things (1966)." 

    After 1988 

   574 "Mikhail Bulgakov, The Master and Margarita (1967)." 

    After 1988 

   575 "Milan Kundera, The Joke (1967)." 

    After 1988 

   576 "Gabriel García Márquez, One Hundred Years of Solitude (1967)." 

    After 1988 

   577 "Marguerite Yourcenar, The Abyss (1968)." 

    After 1988 

   578 "Philip Roth, Portnoy’s Complaint (1969)." 

    After 1988 

   579 "Kurt Vonnegut, Slaughterhouse-Five (1969)." 

    After 1988 

 

  7.8  1971-1980 

 

   580 "Alexander Solzhenitsyn, The Gulag Archipelago (1973)." 

    After 1988 

   581 “Varlam Shalamov, Kolyma Tales (1973).” 

    After 1988 
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   582 "Heinrich Böll, The Lost Honor of Katharina Blum (1974)." 

    After 1988 

   583 "Georges Perec, Life: A User’s Manual (1978)." 

    After 1988 

   584 "Arkady and Boris Strugatsky, Beetle in the Anthill (1979)." 

    After 1988 

 585 “Chingiz Aitmatov, The Day Lasts More Than a Hundred Years (1980).” 

    After 1988 

   586 "J. M. Coetzee, Waiting for the Barbarians (1980)." 

    After 1988 

   587 "Umberto Eco, The Name of the Rose (1980)." 

    After 1988 

 

  7.9  1981-2000 

 

   588 "Alice Walker, The Color Purple (1982)." 

    After 1988 

   589 "Martin Amis, Money (1983)." 

    After 1988 

   590 "William Gibson, Neuromancer (1984)." 

    After 1988 

   591 "Milan Kundera, The Unbearable Lightness of Being (1984)." 

    After 1988 

   592 "Margaret Atwood, The Handmaid’s Tale (1985)." 

    After 1988 

   593 "Gabriel Garcia Márquez, Love in the Time of Cholera (1985)." 

    After 1988 

   594 "James Ellroy, The Black Dahlia (1987)." 

    After 1988 

   595 "Toni Morrison, Beloved (1987)." 

    After 1988 

   596 "Peter Carey, Oscar and Lucinda (1988)." 

    After 1988 

   597 "John Irving, A Prayer for Owen Meany (1989)." 

    After 1988 

   598 "Kazuo Ishiguro, The Remains of the Day (1989)." 

    After 1988 

   599 "John McGahern, Amongst Women (1990)." 

    After 1988 

   600 "Pat Barker, Regeneration (1991)." 

    After 1988 

   601 "Ben Okri, The Famished Road (1991)." 

    After 1988 

   602 "Michael Ondaatje, The English Patient (1991)." 

    After 1988 

   603 "Vikram Seth, A Suitable Boy (1994)." 

    After 1988 

   604 "Nick Hornby, High Fidelity (1995)." 

    After 1988 

 605 “Vladimir Makanin, The Prisoner of the Caucasus (1995).” 

    After 1988 

   606 "Don DeLillo, Underworld (1997)." 

    After 1988 

   607 "Haruki Murakami, The Wind-up Bird Chronicle (1997)." 

    After 1988 

   608 "J. M. Coetzee, Disgrace (1999)." 
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    After 1988 

   609 "Margaret Atwood, The Blind Assassin (2000)." 

    After 1988 

   610 "Peter Carey, The True History of the Kelly Gang (2000)." 

    After 1988 

   611 "Michael Chabon, The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier and Clay (2000)." 

    After 1988 

   612 "Joseph Heller, Portrait of an Artist as an Old Man (2000)." 

    After 1988 

   613 "Zadie Smith, White Teeth (2000)." 

    After 1988 

 

  7.10  2001- 

 

   614 "Jonathan Franzen, The Corrections (2001)." 

    After 1988 

   615 "Neil Gaiman, American Gods (2001)." 

    After 1988 

   616 "Yann Martel, Life of Pi (2001)." 

    After 1988 

   617 "Ian McEwan, Atonement (2001)." 

     After 1988 

   618 "Ann Patchett, Bel Canto (2001)." 

    After 1988 

   619 "Richard Russo, Empire Falls (2001)." 

    After 1988 

   620 "Haruki Murakami, Kafka on the Shore (2002)." 

    After 1988 

   621 "Orhan Pamuk, Snow (2002)." 

    After 1988 

   622 "Margaret Atwood, Oryx and Crake (2003)." 

    After 1988 

   623 "Mark Haddon, The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time (2003)." 

    After 1988 

   624 "Kahled Hosseini, The Kite Runner (2003)." 

    After 1988 

   625 "Jhumpa Lahiri, The Namesake (2003)." 

    After 1988 

   626 "Susanna Clarke, Jonathan Strange and Mr. Norrell (2004)." 

    After 1988 

   627 "Philip Roth, The Plot Against America (2004)." 

    After 1988 

   628 "Cormac McCarthy, No Country for Old Men (2005)." 

    After 1988 

   629 "Salman Rushdie, Shalimar the Clown (2005)." 

    After 1988 

   630 "Zadie Smith, On Beauty (2005)." 

    After 1988 

   631 "Alison Bechdel, Fun Home (2006)." 

    After 1988 

   632 "Philip Roth, Everyman (2006)." 

    After 1988 

   633 "Philip Roth, Exit, Ghost (2007)." 

    After 1988 

   634 "Richard Russo, Bridge of Sighs (2007)." 

    After 1988 
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   635 "Thomas Pynchon, Inherent Vice (2009)." 

    After 1988 

   636 "Jonathan Franzen, Freedom (2010)." 

    After 1988 

   637 "Tom Rachman, The Imperfectionists (2010)." 

    After 1988 

   638 "Eleonor Henderson, Ten Thousand Saints (2011)." 

    After 1988 

   639 "Stephen King, 11/22/63 (2011)." 

    After 1988 

   640 "Téa Obreht, The Tiger’s Wife (2011)." 

    After 1988 

   641 "Karen Russell, Swamplandia (2011)." 

    After 1988 

 

 8. Folklore After 1987 

 

  8.1  Surprise, Surprise — There Was Some Surveillance 

 

   642 “Is this paranoia?” 

    1988 

 643 "I have not had sex since…” 

    1989.08 

 644 "One of the basic ideas of psychiatry is that if you develop ideas different from those 

of an average person, you are not normal. — If that were true, all the dissidents in the Soviet 

Union should have been considered not normal.” 

    About 1989 

 645 "Have you had multiple sexual partners? — In the whole my life, I have not had any 

kind of sex with anybody except my wife.” 

    Beginning of the 1990s 

   646 "The boss thinks he is a masturbator.” 

    1990s 

 647 "There are no signs of dementia. I think you were misdiagnosed and instead of a 

tranquilizer you should have been prescribed a mild sedative.” 

    Around 1994 

   648 "He is being watched in his own mind." 

    1988 

   649 "He is dying — his wife needs a lover."... 

    1989.05 

   650 "He is an Arab." 

    After 1989.05 

   651 "So any rotten Jew is a 'good bull' and any Kosher Christian is a 'freak'?" 

    After 1989.05 

 652 "Is not the most basic postulate of Judaism: 'Do not do to others what you do not 

want them to do to you'? — Yes, but there are different interpretations [of this postulate]." 

    After 1989.05 

   653 "I am watching the watchers." 

    1987-1989 

   654 "What is surveillance?" 

    1987-1989 

 655 "The prime surveillance used by the KGB at my time was tailing." 

    1977-1989 

 656 "I have suspected opening of postal mail to the Soviet Union and Russia.” 

    1985-2015 

   657 "A laser beam looks like a blinking red light." 

    1986-1989 
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   658 "Unlikely it was a laser." 

    2001-2012 

   659 "FBI has no interest in this." 

    1989 

 660 "Our company is a joint venture of the FBI and Mossad." 

    1989 

   661 "Be careful — they are murderers." 

    1989 

   662 "In 1989, I made 3 business trips abroad." 

    1989 

 663 "In 1989, our family income has already recovered and constituted 121% of the 1986 

level." 

    1989 

   664 "He is just a wig." 

    1989-1990 

 665 “1989-1990 was for me a period of the intense ideological soul-searching.” 

    1989-1990 

 666 “With the passage of time, my views changed — they moved to the left, i.e., became 

more moderate.” 

    1989-2001 

 667 “Interestingly enough, I do not necessarily like thinkers with whom I have acquainted 

during that my years in America and it seems that the proportion of works that I dislike is 

greater than in the earlier periods of life (maybe that is because the excitement of discovery is 

not so strong a feeling when you have unrestricted access to sources).” 

    1989-2001 

   668 “I liked left-leaning and centrist thinkers.” 

    1989-2001 

 669 "In 1990, I made 7 business trips abroad; my wife and I were together on one business 

trip." 

    1990 

   670 "Oh, this stupid law." 

    1990 

   671 "I can imagine the President saying this." 

    2001-2012 

 672 "Now, ‘national security’ interests seem to trump all else." 

    2001-2012 

   673 "Smart nut." 

    Summer 1991 

 674 "I imagine that if a professional surveillance team let themselves be spotted by their 

target then it must mean one of two things, either they are very bad (not professional) or they 

want the target to know they are being watched." 

    2001-2012 

   675 "In 1991, I made 3 business trips abroad." 

    1991 

 676 "In 1992, I made 4 business trips abroad; my wife and I were together on one business 

trip; our family was on vacation on one trip abroad." 

    1992 

   677 Mark Twain Huckleberry Finn: "Now the way that the book winds up is this:" "There 

was some surveillance." 

    1993 

 678 “The FBI also mentioned that according to Moscow’s list of dissidents incarcerated 

after accusation by Article 70 of the Criminal Code (‘Anti-Soviet Agitation and Propaganda’) 

I was not in the political labor camp number 37 as I insisted.” 

    1993 

   679 “To an analogous request made to the CIA in 1990, I received a response in 1991.” 

    1993 
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 680 “In the first half of this diary, ‘Folklore of 1987,’ ― the description of events prior 

to 1987 ― the idea of surveillance was treated more like near-paranoid experience.” 

    1993 

 681 “From the second half of this diary, an impression may arise that I think that 

everybody is busy watching me all of the time.” 

    1993 

 682 “I realize it is highly unlikely that professional FBI personnel would talk about their 

work near the subject of surveillance.” 

    1993 

 683 “In my case, in addition to the FBI (and in some form the CIA), there are also other 

police entities that could have conducted surveillance.” 

    1987-2015 

 684 “The technology police now receive as part of their crime-fighting tools of the trade 

is the stuff of science fiction.” 

    1987-2015 

 685 “I have reason to believe that there might have been corporate surveillance in some 

of the companies where I worked.” 

    1993 

 686 “Over the years, there have been many discussions concerning different aspects of 

my life.” 

    1993 

 687 “My realization that I was indeed an object of FBI as well as third party surveillance 

was only one particular episode against the general background of the described material.” 

    1993 

 688 "How did the content of this book help to make the right decision about the existence 

of surveillance?" 

    After 1993 

 689 "I wonder if the fact that one participated in political dissonance in one nation 

inevitably leads to the suspicion of whether you will follow your tradition of activism in 

another. After all, old habits die hard." 

    2001-2012 

 690 "I once watched a program on Book TV about hedge funds, which led me to some 

thoughts about my discovery of surveillance." 

    2001-2012 

 691 "If it is not hallucinations, what could it be? — Cocktail party phenomenon." 

    After 1993 

   692 "Dynamics of political spying." 

    1987-1993 

   693 "Transgressions of the 18th century." 

    1987-1993 

   694 "Undercover surveillance in the 19th century." 

    1987-1993 

   695 "Undercover surveillance in the beginning of the 20th century." 

    1987-1993 

   696 "Emergence of organized political spying." 

    1987-1993 

 697 “Between 1928 and 1967 eavesdropping on telephone conversations and electronic 

surveillance by the federal government, as far as the main constitutional doctrine of the time 

was concerned, were not restricted.” 

    1987-1993 

 698 “The content of the previous Folklore Unit reminds me a story, which is a good 

illustration to the power of electronic surveillance.” 

    1987-1993 

   699 "The intelligence culture." 

    1987-1993 

   700 "Rationale for political spying." 
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    1987-1993 

   701 "Political spying since the outset of the Cold War." 

    1981-1986 

   702 "Political spying in the 1950s." 

    1987-1993 

 703 "The 1950s gave birth to a new kind of political espionage." 

    1987-1993 

 704 “As the Supreme Court put the matter of electronic surveillance in Silverman v. 

United States (1961), for there to be a Fourth Amendment search the police must have 

physically intruded into ‘a constitutionally protected area.’” 

    1987-1993 

 705 "The Omnibus Act of 1968 may be a missing link for the explanation of my surprise 

about electronic surveillance in 1982 DeLorean case." 

    1982-1993 

 706 "Political spying in the 1960s." 

    1987-1993 

   707 "Political spying in the 1970s." 

    1987-1993 

 708 “In 1972, in a decision on the case United States v. United States District Court, the 

Supreme Court abolished the right of the government to perform electronic surveillance 

without a court order with regard to individuals suspected of subversive activity within the 

country.” 

    1987-1993 

   709 "Political spying in the 1980s." 

    1987-1999 

 710 "He has never said that he is Jewish. Just his friends are Jewish, and he is a good 

friend." 

    After 1993 

   711 "Why did not you give him his file?" 

    1993.08 

 712 "In 1993, I made 3 business trips abroad; our family was on one vacation trip abroad." 

    1993 

  

  8.2  Starting a Book 

 

   713 "Why do not you write a book about your life? It would be an interesting book." 

    1993 

 714 "It's fairly standard practice to watch the computers of employees." 

    2001-2012 

 715 "There are reasons to believe that a surreptitious entry is practiced." 

    1987-1993 

   716 "Completely makes sense." 

    1994 

   717 "Does he complain about being followed?” 

    1994 

 718 "In 1994, I was on 6 business trips (3 abroad); my wife and I were on one business 

trip abroad." 

    1994 

   719 "If you do not make a sin — you are a mad mole." 

    1994-2008 

   720 "Sartre." 

    Beginning of 1990s 

 721 “I think this is more Kafkaesque than anything.” 

    2001-2012 

   722 "Mad Carter." 

    First half of 1990s 
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   723 "He knows the rules of the game." 

    Mid 1990s 

 724 "In 1995, I was on 8 business trips (4 abroad)." 

    1995 

 725 "In 1996, I was on 8 business trips abroad; my wife and I were on one business trip 

abroad; I made one business trip for my personal corporation abroad." 

  1996 

 726 "In 1996, our family income achieved 196% of the 1986 level." 

    2001-2012 

 727 "Easy to understand form of surveillance is listening through walls." 

    1987-1997 

 728 "A more counter-intuitive form of surveillance is seeing through walls." 

    1987-1997 

   729 "I think there is FAX interception." 

    1987-1997 

   730 "I am certain there is pager interception." 

    1987-1997 

   731 "He is a genius." 

    1997 

 732 "This new suburban town was where I met my first Republican (at least to my 

knowledge)." 

    2001-2012 

   733 "In 1997, I made 4 business trips abroad. " 

    1997 

 

  8.3  Simply a Vendetta 

 

   734 "The FBI is now simply on a vendetta against him. God bless him." 

    1997 

   735 "Apparently he has been followed by the FBI. ..." 

    1997 

 736 "Not that there's a conspiracy or anything on the level of the common man.  However, 

a big publishing company is unlikely to go for such scandalous nonfiction.  He was most likely 

saying it was futile." 

    2001-2012 

   737 "It has been nice watching Alexander." 

    1998 

 738 "Maybe they were talking about babysitting?  This book is filled with clumsy (and 

imagined) spies." 

    2001-2012 

 739 "Maybe they are clumsy because they are not professional." 

    2001-2012 

 740 "In 1998, I made 5 business trips abroad; my wife and I were on 2 business trips 

abroad (on one of them with our children); my wife was on 2 business trips abroad." 

    1998 

 741 “The U.S. Constitution is relevant to the right to privacy with regards to the state. 

However, the biggest growing area of surveillance and associated violations of privacy is 

the private sector.” 

    About 1998 

   742 "Why do you write so much about surveillance?..." 

    About 1998 

 743 "Writing about surveillance isn't exactly a commonplace thing.  Possibly because it's 

rare?  Or because it's difficult to notice, much less prove?" 

    2001-2012 

   744 "That is one of the challenges of this book." 

    2001-2012 
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   745 "They sent his wife on a business trip with a sinner."... 

    1998 

   746 "They promoted him to a vice president for making a sin to her."... 

    1999 

 747 “They run this company like a totalitarian state.” … 

    1999-2003 

 748 “I do not see anything wrong in a totalitarian state.” 

    2015.05.19 

 

  8.4  Perfect... Spy 

 

   749 “He is a freak. ― Your President is a freak.” 

    1999.04 

 750 “If, by these standards, you think the President is a freak, just wait till the next one.  

Makes the first guy look like a saint.” 

    2001-2012 

 751 “Perhaps the reaction to my opinion may be slightly different in some other parts of 

the world (after all, such ‘small’ countries as Russia, China, and India were critical of the 

war).” 

    2001-2012 

 752 "When listening to conversations far away, we are going high tech." 

    1987-1999 

   753 "It does not make sense to have a Samsonite. ..." 

    1999.09 

 754 "There's also something where any luggage you fly with is subject to search ― there 

are no rights prohibiting this." 

    2001-2012 

 755 "My dear children: beware of dangers I am talking about." 

    2001-2012 

 756 "Our trip to St. Petersburg was already after 9/11. …" 

    2001-2012 

 757 "In the Hollywood film, The Conversation, a man engaged in wiretapping had to be 

present in the vicinity of his devices." 

    1987-1999 

 758 “To avoid common misconceptions, I would like to emphasize that according to 

current constitutional doctrine we are talking about the right to privacy only when there is 

reasonable expectation of privacy.” 

    Late 1990s 

   759 "What about minimization?" 

    Late 1990s 

 760 "In 1999, I was on 6 business trips abroad; my wife and I, with our children, were on 

one business trip abroad." 

    1999 

 761 "Look how they react — they wiretap your laptop." 

    1999 

   762 "She got a rot with a security man." 

    Around 1997-2000 

   763 "Have you heard what he has said?..." 

    1999-2008 

   764 "If you do not respect this person, why are you following him?..." 

    1999-2008 

 765 "Couldn’t this also be referring to why someone is following a leader they do not 

respect?" 

    2001-2012 

   766 "He has a right to send it." 

    1999 
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 767 "I drove in a heavy snowstorm from Oklahoma-City to Duncan, Oklahoma at night 

on January 21, 2000 to see my gravely ill father.” 

    2000.01.21-2000.01.22 

   768 "Did you see what he is carrying in his luggage?..." 

    2000.07 

 769 "Funny, how our attitudes have changed with the war on terror." 

    2001-2012 

 770 "Actually, here I am talking about this Court only to demonstrate the techniques of 

surveillance used and to underscore that (unlike the NSA surveillance) FISC surveillance is 

‘total.’" 

    2001-2012 

 771 "In 2000, I was on 9 business trips (8 abroad)." 

    2000 

 772 “The new law-enforcement-friendly system has been set up, apparently, as part of 

the CALEA: Communications Assistance to Law Enforcement Act.” 

    2000   

   773 "He is a spy." 

    2000 

 774 "Cellular interception technology has made some leaps and bounds lately." 

    1987-2000 

   775 "He is a snake." 

    2000 

   776 "He is perfect — he has personality of a 'tiger.' You must be mad to anger a tiger." 

    2000 

   777 "Alexander just had a good walk." 

    2000 

   778 "Political spying in the 1990s." 

    1987-2001 

 779 “One of the items that had been broadly discussed in the 1990s as circumventing 

restrictions on political spying was use of ECHELON.” 

    1987-2001 

 780 “Even the closest U.S. allies are not immune to political spying by ECHELON.” 

    1987-2001 

 781 “The use of Mossad on the U.S. territory had been discussed in the 1990s.” 

    1987-2001 

 782 “A Clinton White House official asked the CIA in 1995 to provide intelligence on 

several U.S. citizens despite a presidential order banning the agency from distributing such 

information.” 

    1995-2001 

 783 “In the 1990s, American public became aware of the fact that a new secret court has 

been created, which roughly authorizes as many court orders for electronic surveillance per 

year as all federal and state courts together.” 

    1987-2001 

   784 "I will publish it. ..." 

    2001.03 

 785 "Maybe there are more people out there like you, writing subversive books..." 

    2001-2012 

 786 "In 2001, I was on 9 business trips (8 abroad); my wife and I were on 3 business trips 

abroad." 

    2001 

   787 "... No wonder Americans think he is too dangerous." 

    2001 

 788 “In 2001, our family income reached 309% of the 1986 level.” 

    2001 

 

  8.5  The First "Reviews" of the Book 



List of Folklore 
 

213 
 

 

   789 "Did you read his book?..." 

    2001 

 790 "Sometimes I feel this ‘energy source’ is precisely what is most at risk in our nation." 

    2001-2012 

 791 "I stumbled over room surveillance through a phone." 

    1987-2001 

   792 "The market is ripe for this kind of book." 

    2001 

 793 "Let's let the invisible hand of the market decide!" 

    2001-2012 

   794 "To sell this kind of book you need a big name." 

    2001-2008 

   795 "It would be difficult for him to sell this book. They defamed their great vet. This 

book is too good for this mafia." 

    2001-2008 

 796 “J., what is your problem? Why are you saying such bad things about Alex?” “I asked 

him: 'Why are you defaming a nice Russian?'” 

    2001-2008 

 797 "You are opposing this man like a true Nazi. — I cannot be a Nazi — I am Jewish. 

— Nazism is not an ethnicity or religion, it is an extreme right-wing ideology." 

    2001-2008 

   798 "He talks about surveillance — surveillance in the U.S. He is nut. ..." 

    1990s 

   799 "He is a nice person and people tell him about surveillance." "They made sure he 

knows the system." 

    About 2000-2001 

   800 "He was a dissident. He was trained first by KGB and then by them." 

    About 2000-2001 

   801 "Ha, if only." 

    2001-2012 

   802 "He went through a good school in the Soviet Union. He knows his mission." 

    About 2000-2002 

   803 “In the end of the 1990s a petition of law professors to Congress was distributed in 

the United States. It talked about the necessary improvements with regards to human 

rights in the country. Nobody knew then that there would be 9/11 and the situation 

would become much worse.” 

     End of the 1990s 

 

  8.6  9/11. Treated Like Terrorist 

 

   804 "Are they going into a war against the whole Muslim world?..." 

    Days after 2001.09.11 

   805 "He is a devil." 

    2001.09.14 

 806 "That could be intended that you're very clever, as in, ‘That devil figured it out!’" 

    2001-2012 

   807 "Let him get out of here, unless he accepts the kind of society we live in." 

    2001.09.19 

 808 "The senators talked on C-SPAN about changing Foreign Intelligence Surveillance 

Act probable cause from surveillance of foreign intelligence being ‘the purpose’ of 

surveillance to ‘a purpose’." 

    After 2001.09.11 

 809 "The War in Afghanistan began as the armed forces of the United States and the 

United Kingdom, and the Afghan United Front (Northern Alliance), launched Operation 

Enduring Freedom in response to the September 11 attacks on the United States.” 
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    2001.10.07 

   810 "Political spying and rights in the 2000s." 

    2001-2012 

 811 “Because of the actions of a handful of terrorists on September 11, federal agents 

could have more power over all Americans in perpetuity.” 

    2001-2012 

 812 “The most questionable restrictions of liberties after 9/11 included …” 

    2001-2012 

 813 “The CIA and the NSA in particular received expanded powers.” 

    2001-2012 

 814 “Since the September 11, 2001, attacks, the Justice Department and FBI have 

dramatically increased the use of two little-known powers that allow authorities to tap 

telephones, seize bank and telephone records and obtain other information in counterterrorism 

investigations, often with no immediate court oversight, according to officials.” 

    2001-2012 

 815 “The roundup that followed the attacks of 9/11, conducted with wartime urgency and 

uncommon secrecy, led to the detentions of more than 1,200 people suspected of violating 

immigration laws, being material witnesses to terrorism, or fighting for the enemy.” 

    2001-2012 

   816 “The extra-legal zones have been created.” 

    2001-2012 

 817 “In addition to Guantanamo, which is run by the Pentagon, the CIA has quietly 

established its own detention system to handle especially important prisoners.” 

    2001-2012 

 818 “It has become known that the United States outsources torture in the form of 

‘extraordinary rendition’.” 

    2001-2012 

 819 “Photographs have an insuperable power to determine what we recall of events, and 

it now seems probable that the defining association of people everywhere with the war that the 

United States launched pre-emptively in Iraq in 2003 will be photographs of the torture of Iraqi 

prisoners by Americans in the most infamous of Saddam Hussein's prisons, Abu Ghraib.” 

    2001-2012 

   820 “The extra-legal persons have been created.” 

    2001-2012 

 821 “The USA-PATRIOT Act also resurrected another practice thought to be put to rest 

in 1990 — the ideological exclusion of immigrants.” 

    2001-2012 

 822 “Attorney General Ashcroft relaxed the guidelines for FBI domestic spying.” 

    2001-2012 

 823 “The George W. Bush administration has done violence to the cherished traditions 

of the freedom of speech by challenging not simply the ideas but the patriotism of its critics.” 

    2001-2012 

 824 “On the backdrop of these tectonic shifts over civil liberties some less noticeable 

changes have occurred. The veil of secrecy once again descended over the government 

operations.” 

  2001-2012 

 825 “But the most disturbing of shifts were connected with the Fourth Amendment 

protection and privacy in general.” 

  2001-2012 

 826 “In the beginning of 2000s, it was declared that the government started working on 

the Total Information Awareness Program (T.I.A.), which would maintain a database of any 

information on all residents of the U.S.” 

  2001-2012 

 827 “The officials of Justice Department are on the record claiming that at the time of 

clear and present danger to national security the executive branch has a ‘legal right’ to obtain 
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information without a court order for search and seizure.” 

    2001-2012 

 828 “You can be stopped in an airport because your name is on the government's No Fly 

or Selectee lists, a collection of names gathered through myriad intelligence sources and 

distributed to airlines and security officials around the country.” 

    2001-2012 

 829 “It is only logical that the onslaught on liberties at home found its continuation in 

intensifying of the ‘dirty diplomacy’ abroad.” 

    2001-2012 

 830 “American government was trying to solve the dilemma of promoting war policies, 

which contradicted democratic ideals, not through self-examination and trying to make sure 

that their actions were truly just, but by ‘selling’ to other world the idea its wars were just.” 

  2001-2012 

 831 “The Bush administration's massive disinformation campaign, abetted by a lazy and 

timid press, succeeded spectacularly in driving the public to support its long-planned Iraq 

war.” 

    2001-2012 

 832 “The human rights activists over the world expressed their concern over these 

developments.” 

  2001-2012 

   833 "There is nothing criminal in what they are discussing. ..." 

    After 2001.09.11 

   834 "He questions the U.S. foreign policy." 

    After 2001.09.11 

   835 "You are saying he should go to a psychiatrist — he just knows too well you follow 

him." 

    After 2001.09.11 

 836 "There's a saying: ‘Just because I'm paranoid, doesn't mean I'm not being followed.’" 

    2001-2012 

 837 "Terrorism differs from regular crime in that it has a political antecedent." 

    After 2001.09.11 

   838 "He is a foe!" 

    After 2001.09.11 

 839 "We need less bureaucratic controls over intelligence." 

    After 2001.09.11 

   840 "Shame they do not trust him — he has travelled all over the world." 

    After 2001.09.11 

 841 "Having a beard, a tan, and a stamp on your passport from Saudi Arabia probably 

doesn't help." 

    2001-2012 

 842 "There are currently more than a million people on this watch list. Are we any safer?" 

    2001-2012 

 843 "After 9/11, I have been subjected to a ‘naked machine’ in an airport." 

    2002 

   844 "Why then are you watching him?..." 

    2002 

 845 "In 2002, I was on 8 business trips abroad; our family was on one vacation trip 

abroad." 

    2002 

   846 "An interesting technology is tracking." 

    1987-2002 

   847 "This spy has just been here." 

    2002 

 848 "His luggage is full of books. ― For how long will we be watching this Brahmin?" 

    2002 

   849 "They undressed him — he exposed the system." 
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    2002 

 

  8.7  Wearing a Wire 

 

   850 "His book contains unique information." 

    2003 

 851 "I have noticed somebody watching us with binoculars." 

    1987-2003 

 852 "I have also noticed somebody photographing us." 

    1987-2003 

   853 "His book is awesome." 

    2003-2008 

   854 "I am searching for ‘Mossad’ in Yahoo and am getting Done and empty page. What 

can it be?” 

    2003 

 855 "The American law enforcement is armed with night vision goggles." 

    1987-2003 

   856 "You do not like you are being followed?..." 

    About 2003 

   857 "Americans think he is a mole. — His only problem — he is too smart." 

    About 2003 

 858 "He talked such a bull [In Russian: “On zavernul takuyu hirnyu.”] 

    Around 2002-2003 New Year 

 859 "In 2003, I was on 8 business trips abroad; our family was on one vacation trip 

abroad." 

    2003 

   860 "Clever bastard!” “Dangerous person." 

    2003.02-2003.03 

 861 "It was former Governor Pataki who recently said, at the RNC, of Barak Obama and 

John McCain ‘I don't want a citizen of the world as our next president ― I want an American 

patriot!’  … " 

    2001-2012 

   862 "He was right — there are no weapons of mass destruction in Iraq." 

    Spring 2003 

 863 "I disagree. In the U.S., leisure time has become deeply commodified over the last 

century since the rise of Industrialization." 

    2001-2012 

 864 "I only wish that American leaders who led us to the fiasco in Iraq would take 

responsibility for that as in an allegorical example in Sophocles’ play Ajax." 

    2001-2012 

   865 "He views American wars after 9/11 as the wars of opportunity." 

    Spring 2003 

   866 "He is an absolutist." 

    About 2003 

 867 "I have gradually come to a conclusion that there is surreptitious closed-circuit TV." 

    1987-2004 

 868 "Video recording today has eliminated the need to develop film." 

    1987-2004 

 869 "All New York have read his memo 'IF FIRED.'" 

    2003 and after 

   870 "I do not want another Carter." 

    Summer 2003 

   871 "His Converter from CICS is awesome. ..." 

    Second half of 2003 

   872 "The cost of the job would be 54 thousand dollars." 

    2003.12 
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 873 "Conveniently for ‘them,’ this Byzantine copyright system is another hurdle to jump 

if you want to publish something subversive.  Is nothing fair use?" 

    2001-2012 

 874 "I wrote the book (or books) during my spare time on business trips. Very often I 

carried in my luggage many pounds of heavy books, which I read during these trips." 

    2001-2012 

 875 "Surveillance of electronic communications by the U.S. government is a well-known 

fact and one of the reasons for the United States not having a perfect score in a human rights 

index by The World Human Rights Guide." 

    2003-2004 

   876 "If it goes like this, I will have to learn Russian." 

    2004.01 

 877 "In 2004, I was on 4 business trips abroad; my wife and I were on 2 business trips 

abroad; my wife and I, with our children, were on one business trip abroad." 

  2004 

   878 "He is wearing a wire. ..." 

    Summer 2004 

 

  8.8  "The Worst Terrorist in the World" 

 

 879 "In 2005, I was on 4 business trips abroad; my wife and I were on one business trip 

abroad; our family was on one vacation trip abroad." 

  2005 

   880 "He wrote a System Parameterizer that would allow us to create versions of our 

system with 3 and 4 decimals in amounts…" 

    2005.06 

 881 "I recommend you see the film Syriana. … " 

    2005 

   882 "It has been a part of my book since 2002 — there is a special chapter about the NSA 

surveillance. Nobody published it." 

    Two days before Christmas of 2005 

 883 "The New York Times had the big name already." 

    2001-2012 

884 “The President is violating the Constitution by executive fiat. …” 

    Two days before Christmas of 2005 

   885 "He is the worst terrorist in the world. His book should be suppressed." 

    On Christmas Eve of 2005 

 886 "’Poor’ Bin Laden, everyone keeps forgetting about him." 

    2001-2012 

 887 "The warrantless NSA surveillance was an obvious violation of the laws and the 

Constitution by the President. … " 

    2001-2012 

 

  8.9  “Mr. Pitkin in Rear of the Enemy” 

 

   888 "He has built his book gradually — otherwise, they would not let him live." 

    2006.01 

   889 "Do you know what 'due process' is?..." 

    2006.02.20 

 890 "In 2006, I was on 2 business trips abroad; my wife and I were on one business trip 

abroad; my wife and I were on one vacation trip abroad." 

    2006 

 891 "I doubt that the reasons for the start of this war are sound and I am especially 

concerned about the use of cluster bombs by Israel.” 

    2006.07-2006.08 

 892 "There are several technologies, which may use special hardware or special software 
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to monitor personal computers." 

    2007 

   893 "You robbed this person. It could have been a best-seller." 

    2006.11.19 

 894 “There is a very good film, Rendition. …” 

    2007 

 895 "In 2007, I was on one business trip abroad; my wife and I were on 2 business trips 

abroad." 

    2007 

   896 "Alex changed the entire system to 18-digit amounts in merely 2 months. … " 

    2008.05 

 897 "In 2008, I was on 3 business trips abroad; my wife and I were on 2 business trips 

abroad." 

    2008 

   898 "Here is another angry Democrat. …" 

    2008.10 

899 "I would like you to see the Israeli film Waltz with Bashir — it is called the new 

word in cinematography." 

    2009 

 900 "There exist myths about the use of parapsychology for surveillance purposes." 

    1987-2006 

901 "How all-encompassing can surveillance be?" 

    1987-2006 

   902 "What about surveillance countermeasures? " 

    1987-2006 

 903 "He is an old master, like Cezanne. … " 

    2007 

 904 "The Reader is a very good film full of contradictions." 

    2009 

 905 "I personally liked the music of Hvorostovsky and Krutoi." 

    2010.03.06 

   906 "There are two typical reactions among the immigrants from the former Soviet Union 

to surveillance. ..." 

    Summer of 2007 

 907 "Americans often think, ‘It can't happen to me...’" 

    2001-2012 

   908 "The name recognition would explain the situation by 99%...." 

    2007.09.09 

   909 "I asked my friends in the FBI in Washington, 'Why are you following him?'..." 

    About 2003 

   910 "Dying? Still?" 

    2001-2012 

 911 "There is a long philosophical tradition about that." 

    2001-2012 

   912 "He has been on the perfect diet." 

    1990s-2000s  

 913 "I do not like that Mossad assassinated an Iranian nuclear physics professor. …" 

    2010.01 

 914 "CIA World Factbook kindle edition can be bought for $9.15 that is substantially 

cheaper than the print edition. …" 

    2010.02.09 

   915 "Did you see that man and woman on the elevator?..." 

    2007.10.22 

 

  8.10  General Metacontexts After 1987 
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 916 "Are the wiretapping provisions of the USA-PATRIOT Act necessary? — Yes: 

These provisions are needed to prevent terrorism." 

    2001-2012 

 917 "No: These provisions violate the rights of law-abiding Americans." 

    2001-2012 

 918 "Was National Security Agency (NSA) wiretapping without warrants legal? — Yes: 

The president had legal authority for the NSA wiretapping. " 

    2001-2012 

 919 "No: Wiretapping without obtaining a warrant is against the law." 

    2001-2012 

 920 "Should the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA) be modernized? — Yes: 

The FISA must be updated to deal with international terrorism." 

    2001-2012 

 921 "No: Expanding the FISA would restrict the rights of Americans." 

    2001-2012 

 922 "How are new technologies affecting domestic wiretapping?" 

    2001-2012 

923 "As some commentators put it, the Fourth Amendment is dead in the U.S. after 9/11." 

 2001-2015 

 924 "Potential checks on the newly expanded discretionary powers of the executive 

branch, written into the USA-PATRIOT Act itself, consisted of a number of sunset provisions 

which had to be reauthorized by Congress if they were to continue as law after December 31, 

2005." 

  2001-2015 

 925 "On May 26, 2011 President Barack Obama signed into law yet another extension of 

key provisions of the USA-PATRIOT Act, including sections 215, 206, and of section 6001 

of the Intelligence Reform and Terrorist Prevention Act of 2004." 

  2001-2015 

 926 "Available statistics about the electronic surveillance in the United States shows 

exponential growth of surveillance." 

 2001-2020 

 927 "Recent media reports insist that NSA surveillance without court orders was 

aimed at communications of Americans with people abroad. However, knowing the NSA 

technical capabilities and reading between the lines of some published reports, it is possible 

to come to much broader conclusions." 

 2001-2015 

 928 "It is sometimes noted that the number of warrants in proportion to the volume of 

phone calls and Internet communications perhaps is not increasing. That may be true, but 

that is an inaccurate analysis." 

 2001-2015 

 929 "What is more is that we already see the abuses of electronic surveillance for 

political purposes." 

 2001-2015 

930 "The archive of documents Edward Snowden had assembled was stunning in both 

size and scope." 

 2001-2015 

 931 "President Obama made a speech about how to correct the most outrageous abuses 

of NSA surveillance." 

 2014.01.17 

 932 “In fact — to address at least domestic electronic surveillance — something much 

more radical is required, like a new constitutional amendment.” 

 1991-2015 

 933 "The new totalitarian paradigm is an Electronic Police State.” 

  2001-2015 
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 9. Postscript 

 

  9.0  The Continuing Saga of Surveillance in the U.S. 

 

951 “Contemporary conversations about government surveillance technologies trace 

to a Supreme Court case decided in 2012 called United States v. Jones.” 

    After 2012 

952 “By far the most notorious story of the government surveillance came next in 2013 

with revelations by former government contractor Edward Snowden.” 

    After 2013 

953 “The new coronavirus pandemic gave rise to mass surveillance. Among old areas 

was location surveillance.” 

 After 2020 

954 “Another old area of mass surveillance was voice recognition surveillance.” 

 After 2020 

955 “Among new areas was face recognition surveillance.” 

 After 2020 

956 “Another new area of mass surveillance was gait recognition surveillance.” 

 After 2020 

   1000 “Endemic surveillance society.” 

    After 2020 

 

  9.1  Rights 

 

   1001 “Definition of rights.” 

    After 1987 

   1002 “Natural and positive law.” 

    After 1987 

 1003 “Historical aspect of legal theory.” 

    After 1987 

 1004 “Legal validity of law.” 

    After 1987 

   1005 “Are rights a reality of an illusion?” 

    After 1987 

   1006 “Rights as a normative value.” 

    After 1987 

 1007 “Individualism and community in moral context.” 

    After 1987 

   1008 “Rights and responsibilities.” 

    After 1987 

   1009 “Rights and material interests.” 

    After 1987 

   1010 “Axiomatic foundation of rights.” 

    After 1987 

   1011 “Differences between law and morality.” 

    After 1987 

   1012 “Positivism and anti-positivism.” 

    After 1987 

   1013 “Basis for positivistic position.” 

    After 1987 

 1014 “Is ‘morality’ a jurisprudentially neutral term?” 

    After 1987 

   1015 “Distinction between law and justice.” 

    After 1987 

   1016 “Concern for rights is a trait of modern times.” 

    After 1987 
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   1017 “The key argument about the value of rights.” 

    After 1987 

 1018 “Connection of the key argument to classical political theory.” 

    After 1987 

   1019 “Resume about the value of rights.” 

    After 1987 

   1020 “Fundamental rights.” 

    After 1987 

   1021 “Due process of law.” 

    After 1987 

 1022 “Rights of non-citizens on the territory of the United States.” 

    After 1987 

   1023 “Anthropological view of privacy.” 

    After 1987 

 1024 “A connection between rights and the concept of privacy.” 

    After 1987 

 1025 “Without privacy there is no autonomy of person, and without autonomy there is no 

freedom.” 

    After 1987 

   1026 “Main types of privacy.” 

    After 1987 

   1027 “Standards of fair information practices.” 

    After 1987 

   1028 “Privacy in the world.” 

    After 1987 

   1029 “Privacy in the American Constitution.” 

    After 1987 

 1030 “Reduction of physical privacy to informational privacy.” 

    After 1987 

   1031 “The publicity principle.” 

    After 1987 

   1032 “Rights against third parties.” 

  After 1987 

   1033 “May fundamental rights be violated?” 

    After 1987 

   1034 “Key constitutional rights as special points.” 

    After 1987 

 1035 “Legal precedents with respect to privacy violations.” 

    After 1987 

 1036 “Existing outlooks on the state and future of privacy.” 

    After 1987 

   1037 “Surveillance society.” 

    After 1987 

 1038 “Erosion of privacy as an issue of social control.” 

    After 1967 

   1039 “Has the nature of surveillance changed?” 

    After 1987 

 1040 “Is this really important for an average person?” 

    After 1987 

 

  9.2  Philosophy 

 

 1041 "Lower taxes! Down with tyranny! Down with Obamacare!” 

    2010.10.30 

 1042 "Health care as a right is socialism. A moral argument must be made to the electorate 

that socialism creates a society of unpatriotic, inferior, weak, and immoral people.” 
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    2010.10.31 

 

  9.3  Economics 

 

   1043 "The Austrian school of economics is like a pair of eyeglasses — it lets me see 

better.” 

    2010.11.13 

1044 "Is big government stifling the American spirit?” 

    2010.11.14 – 2011.05.07 

1045 "We should not allow government bureaucrats ration health care.” 

    2009 – 2011.06.17 

 

  9.4  Starting a Political Discussion 

   

   1046 "The first half of the book is 'Fog over New York,' the second one is ‘Surprise, 

surprise…’” 

    2008.02.16 

 1047 "Where Ernest Hemingway wrote The Short Happy Life of Francis Macomber, this 

book should be renamed into The Long Happy Life." 

    2008.02.16 

   1048 "Mom and I are opposite by three of the four characteristics (but are both judging); 

the girls are opposite by three of four characteristics (but are both perceiving); I am complete 

opposite of J.L.A. and Mom is complete opposite of J.A.A." 

    2009.06 

 1049 "Looking back over all these years there is a completely different perspective. … " 

    2009.07.01 

   1050 " I do not like the emphasize on surveillance. …’” 

    2009.05.16 

   1051 "Why are there so many philosophy citations in the text? Are not such citations 

merely banal common places?” 

    2008.02.19 

   1052 "Today is December 10, the day of adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights and U.N. Human Rights Day. ..." 

    2006.12.10 

   1053 "A common reaction to my book is: 'He is talking about violations of his privacy 

while he himself violates it.'  ..." 

  2009.05.31 

 1054 "Some think that a promotion of morality undermines democracy." 

    2009.10.21 

 1055 "If you do not believe in American exceptionalism, if you do not believe in 'God 

bless America,' you are not considered a real American." 

    2009.11.01 

   1056 "Why did not they like him? — Why did not they like Gorbachev?" 

    2007.06.06 

   1057 "I know a guy who lived in America for a few years and then wanted to naturalize as 

a U.S. citizen. …" 

    2010.01.30 

 1058 "'He is a great person.' 'This book is great.' Etc. — 'I do not like this.' Or 'I do not like 

what you are doing.' — 'Do not worry, this is standard procedure.'" 

    1980s, 1990s, 2000s 

1059 “I strongly recommend the film Enemy of the State.” 

    Eve of 2006 

 

  9.5  Seconds 

 

 1060 "In the beginning of 2009, I made a request to the FBI pursuant Freedom of 
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Information/Privacy Act to obtain my latest dossier." 

    Beginning of 2009 

 

  9.6  Minutes 

 

 1061 "He subscribes for The Economist and the weekend edition of The New York Times. 

— They did not know he had Jane’s Defence among his sources. — He looks like a spy.” 

    2010.07.15 

 1062 "The Driver Generator is written like an ideal program and that is the only way to 

maintain the program of such size and complexity. …” 

    2010.08.05 

 1063 "Do not say that the story of this book cannot happen here [and with us]. It can happen 

anywhere [and with anybody]. — I do not argue against this. God forbid. " 

  2010.08.28 

 1064 "He has an executive salary working as a programmer. — He is worth every penny 

of it.” 

    2010 

 1065 “By 2010, our family income achieved 364% of the 1986 level and was in the top 

2% of all U.S. families, with 57% of our family income coming from my salary.” 

    2010 

 

  9.7  Hours 

 

 1066 "He was not always the old man he is now. … " 

    2010.09 

 1067 "He is trying to get access to the intelligence assets. …” 

    2010.09.10 

 1068 "Why don’t you like him? — … — You will always find a reason not to like him.” 

    2010.09.17 

 1069 "But I have to admit here is a real contradiction between longing for privacy and 

living an active life. … " 

  2010.09.30 

   1070 "They decided to investigate…" 

    2010.10.02 

 1071 "In 2010, I was on 4 business trips abroad; my wife and I were on one business trip 

abroad." 

    2010 

 

  9.8  Days 

 

   1072 "He is a Democrat. In November we will have two strong Republican governors. 

[We will] nude this mole.” 

    2010.10.07 

   1073 "This is barbarism.” 

    2010.10.10 

   1074 "F…k! F…k! When are you going to die!?” 

    2010.10.17 

1075 "Former President Bush in his book Decision Points writes that it was near 

unanimous conclusion of the intelligence services on the eve of the Iraq war that Saddam 

Hussein had weapons of mass destruction…” 

    2010.11.14 

   1076 "The Republicans make their top political priority cutting government deficit. …” 

    2010-2011 

1077 "Should racial and religious profiling be used in U.S. airports?” 

    2010.12.05 

1078 "Is the founder of Wikileaks, Julian Assange, a journalist or a pariah? …” 
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    2010.12.12 

 

  9.9  Months 

 

 1079 "The KGB did not converse with anybody. The FBI talks to everybody. …” 

    2011.01.10 

 1080 "One of the reasons of the FBI’s persistent attention to me might be the 1987 letter. 

…” 

    2011.01.09 

 1081 "When I lived in the Soviet Union, I thought that the two major parties in the United 

States have shared respect for some basic principles of democracy, like human rights. …” 

  2011.02.21 

 1082 "We have been blessed with our manager over the last 15-something years. …” 

    2011.02.28 

   1083 "He is so sly!” 

    1988-2011 

1084 "Enhanced interrogation techniques, including waterboarding, helped to establish 

early leads to the location of Osama Bin Laden.” 

    2011.05.08 

1085 "If I agreed with you, I would be scared to death —  I would not win reelection 

then.” 

    2011.05.11 

1086 "At the time of war law is silent. — It should not be like this.” 

    2011.05.13 

1087 "What kind of car do you have? …” 

    2011.06 

1088 "What is your net worth: …” 

    2011.06 

1089 "Nazis thought that Slavs and Jews were subhuman. …” 

    2011.07.24 

1090 "Obama will be 50 tomorrow. What would be your advice to him? — Obama 

should stop trying to please Republicans and start being a liberal Democratic President.” 

    2011.08.03 

1091 "The persons at the FBI who decided to subject me to surveillance are simply 

criminals. …” 

    2011.09.10 

1092 "Quickly after September 11, 2001 any attempts to analyze the reasons that 

precipitated 9/11 we suppressed by the centers of power in the United States. …” 

    2011.09.11 

1093 "It is notable that most politicians, when they have national name recognition, can 

publish books and receive substantial incomes from their sales even though they say almost 

nothing substantial in these books. …” 

    2011.10.23 

1094 "I would have just shot him, just shot him.” 

    2011.10.28 

1095 "I find that I mostly agree with CNN Fareed Zakaria on economics. — I do not 

like Zakaria. I do not trust him — he is a Muslim.” 

    2011.11.01 

1096 "When American media discusses education, they at least mention that the U.S. 

is 26th in the world on education. When they are discussing health care, the mantra is that 

the American health care is the best in the world. …” 

    2011.11.06 

   1097 "I do not know, and I do not want to know.” 

    2011.11.19 

   1098 "Access to information is a great social issue.” 

    2011.11.20 
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1099 “He is funny. — But he has done a really great job in his book.” 

    2011.12.06 

1100 “There are many possible interpretations for this book. …” 

    2011.12.13 

   1101 “Look at this program from the Occupied Territories on BBC. …” 

    2011.12.17 

1102 “Culture shock makes you think.” 

    2011.12.17 

1103 “Things like this at work had driven me crazy in the run-up to 1987. — That is 

simply how it is organized here and how it is at work here. — And I did not expect such 

violations of my privacy.” 

    2011.12.22 

 1104 "In 2011, I was on one business trips abroad; my wife and I were on 2 business trips 

abroad; our children were on 2 business trips abroad; my wife and I were on one vacation trip 

abroad." 

    2011 

 

  9.10  Years 

 

1105 "He is mad… — No, he is normal.”  

 2012.01.06 

1106 "What are you trying to prove by the last Folklore Unit: that you are normal? …” 

 2012.01.06 

1107 "Is he a bad loser? How is he losing? …” 

 2012.01.07 

1108 "U.S. Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta warns Israel that an Israeli strike at 

nuclear targets in Iran can have global consequences and says that he still prefers diplomacy 

and sanctions. …” 

    2011.11.18-2012.03.02 

 1109 “It is necessary to psychoanalyze the subconscious motives of the foreign policy of 

nations in a similar way to Sigmund Freud’s psychoanalysis of the subconscious 

psychodynamics of an individual. …” 

    2012.03.23-2012.09.08 

   1110 “In being obsessed with the geopolitical chess game v. Russia and China, the U.S. 

governing elite miss the point of today’s main ideological struggle. …” 

    2012.03.31 

 1111 “[A Republican presidential contender] Rick Santorum said that Iran is evil, that like 

Reagan he would not negotiate with evil, but would defeat it.” 

    2012.04.01 

1112 "I think I am under surveillance. …” 

 2012.04.10 

 1113 “We should mobilize the best in human nature, instead of allowing the worst to 

dominate.” 

    2012.04.13 

 1114 “In his book Peter Beinart aims to save Israel from itself, and the United States from 

the Israel lobby.” 

    2012.04.14 

 1115 “Today BBC said that the destroyed CIA tapes of waterboarding terror suspects 

showed them screaming and vomiting. …” 

    2012.05.13 

 1116 “If you are lefty — you are ‘rotten’, but if you are obviously perfect — you are ‘nut’.” 

    2012.05.20 

 1117 “We have been praying for his death. — If that is true, you wished the death of a 

great person.” 

    2012.05.21 

 1118 “As soon as you say something original and slightly daring, you get baked.” 
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    2012.06.03 

 1119 “I think Israel has the right for the first use of nuclear weapons against Iran in self-

defense. …” 

    About 2012.11 

 1120 “After the elections on November 6, 2012, I finally saw an example of critique of 

Israel by American Jews for which I have been waiting for many years.” 

    2012.11.11 

 1121 "In 2012, our children were on 4 business trips abroad." 

    2012 

   1122 “There is a new book by Melvin A. Goodman, National Insecurity: The Cost of 

American Militarism, which is a damning assessment of U.S. defense spending and covert 

operations.” 

    2013.01 

1123 “The best known American liberal economist Paul Krugman wrote in the 1990s 

that there is no period in history when growing productivity is not accompanied by growing 

standard of living. Yet it was happening in America right when he was writing. “ 

    2013.02 

   1124 “Secretary of State Kerry made an emotional speech saying that there is a need to 

punish Assad government. …” 

    2013.08.26 

1125 “He told his wife that he had a physical mishap. …” 

    2013.09.29 

1126 “How do you think your close friend [name of the friend] relates to Julian 

Assange? …” 

    2013.10.19 

   1127 “Somebody just said about my book: ‘Nothing happens in this book’. …” 

    2013.10.25 

   1128 “I am listening to a Book TV program broadcast from the Los Angeles Holocaust 

museum. …” 

    2013.11.03 

   1129 “Today Secretary of State John Kerry said that he had some doubts that Lee Harvey 

Oswald acted alone in JFK assassination. …” 

    2013.11.08 

1130 "I have just listened to an excellent presentation by Malcolm Gladwell on Book 

TV about his new book David and Goliath.” 

 2013.11.09 

1131 "It is very interesting to listen to lectures of Dmitry Bykov about Russian 

literature. However, beautiful formulas, which Bykov likes, are not necessarily closest to 

truth.” 

 2013.12.14 

 1132 "This year he made two new revolutionary releases of our system: with 35-character 

accounts and 18-digit accounting sequence. 35-character accounts will accommodate the 

longest bank’s accounts in the world. He is in his top form as a programmer now." 

 2013 

 1133 "In 2013, our children were on 7 business trips abroad and were on one vacation trip 

abroad; my wife and I were on one vacation trip abroad." 

  2013 

1134 “Senators are outraged by CIA spying on the very same intelligence committee, 

which is supposed to oversee the CIA. Angry John McCain called it the stuff from the 

movies. Only in May the Director of the CIA said allegations of such spying could not be 

further from the truth. …” 

  2014.08.01 

1135 “There is new evidence of the fast-growing American surveillance state in the 

news.” 

  2014.08.05 

1136 “The fighters of the Islamic State are extraordinarily cruel. What they are doing 
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is fantastic barbarism. — Over the years I have started to look at such cruelty by Islamic 

militants more from Freud’s point of view. …” 

 2014.08.15 

1137 "I have listened to a discussion on C-SPAN2 about the new book by the lawyer 

who wrote the famous memo justifying torture for the Bush administration. Now he argues 

that international law and the United Nations as they have existed since the Second World 

War are an obstacle for the use of war by the United States and, for the best interests of the 

world, should be ignored. — A very useful person. …” 

 2014.09.06 

   1138 ""The West is engaged in a propaganda war over Ukraine and openly admits it.” 

    2014.10.02 

1139 "You live in the United States — why are you critical of them? — Because I am 

for international law, democracy, and human rights for real, not just when we find it 

convenient to talk about them. As philosophers of the Enlightenment formulated, all these 

are achievable only through checks and balances. There would be no justice in the world 

where one power dominates, only a dictatorship of that power. The system of checks and 

balances, in one form or another, is in the foundation of all democracies. We need to bring 

this into international relations.” 
    2015.08.23 

1140 “He is a public enemy. — Yes, enemy of the people.” 
    2015.08.07 

1141 “Putin ordered to erect a memorial to victims of political repressions in Russia. 

That only puts him in a good light. Kruschev did not do it, Gorbachev did not do it, and 

Yeltsin did not do it. If I were in Moscow, I would have visited this memorial.” 
    2015.10.01 

1142 “Strangely, I sort of sympathize with the Russian point of view on this one.  It 

really looks like Syria comes down to a choice between Assad and ISIS, with Assad being 

the lesser of two evils.” 

    2015.10.07 

1143 “BBC said that the key to successful investment is to eliminate subconscious 

biases. This is totally applicable to foreign policy. Even I am trying to be objective in 

question of foreign policy. American biases are very obvious. That is why there is a 

mistake after a mistake. And the U.S. just doubles down on its biases.” 

 2015.10.10 

1144 “Western media, and especially BBC, are actively discussing the conclusions of 

the British inquiry into the death of Litvinenko and they are implicating the Russian state, 

including president Putin.” 

 2016.01.23 

 1145 "They are just people.” 

  2015 

 1146 "In this book I used the opportunity share some elements of my political philosophy.” 

  2015 

 1147 "It seems that back in Russia we overestimated the degree of democracy, freedom of 

speech, respect for privacy, and non-totalitarianism in the United States.” 

  2015 

 1148 "The world seems to be divided into two parts: the part controlled by the Western 

powers and the part controlled by Russia and China.” 

  2016 

 1149 “The difference between Russia and America is that on a public level Russians find 

themselves restricted in certain periods of their history. But in their ‘kitchen talks’ Russians 

are very free and original thinkers. Americans on a private level seem thoroughly incapable of 

independent thinking on political, social, and philosophical issues and of any thinking at all: 

they are engaged in a ‘small talk’ and if they ever express any opinions on political or social 

issues their opinions are indistinguishable from their boring and hypocritical official 

propaganda.” 

  2016.04.17 
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 1150 “What strikes me in the critique by Russian dissidents of the Russian government is 

that this critique can be very easily applied to the United States.” 

  2016.05.06 

1151 “Rebellion against hypocrisy is one of the biggest motivations in human history.” 

    2016.04-2016.05 

1152 “The ban of ‘clean’ Russian athletes from Rio Olympics under the banner that the 

international anti-doping agency cannot guarantee that those Russian athletes are indeed 

clean has exactly the same human origins as the fact that for 35 years they have poisoned 

my life in the U.S. under the pretext that I might be a spy. Basically, it is a bias, a political 

vendetta, and a simple desire to eliminate the competition.” 

 2016.06.17 

1153 “These ‘security officials’ have acquired tremendous power. They are creating a 

totalitarian state and completely oblivious of the consequences. — They think they always 

will be the ‘controlling’ ones, not the ‘controlled’.” 

 2016.06.17 

1154 “Obama is trying to erect maximum obstacles on the way of the incoming 

administration of Donald Trump in case the latter would try to improve Russian-American 

relations. — He has already burned bridges with Israel, the other country which is 

important for the U.S. and with which they will have to maintain relations.” 

 2016.12.29 

1155 “I like him. But they do not want to admit they have been after a good man. We 

received a warrant and the next day the car arrived.” 

 2017.03 

1156 “You are scheming to give a lover to a great man. He just needs a good raise. — 

[Unclear] — It is your problem.” 

 2017.05.21 

1157 “‘The Post’ is a good movie. I wonder if people are making the connection to 

today’s heroes in similar situations: Julian Assange and Edward Snowden. …” 

 2018.01.13 

1158 "I would like to be among 20 percent who say that 2 by 2 is 4, but not among 60 

percent who say that it is 5.” 

    After 1988 

   1159 “G. knows everything.” 

    1990s 

   1160 “Imagine that Nazis have taken over.” 

    Beginning of 2000s 

   1161 “J. needs to watch over them.” 

    2010s 

   1162 “I do not know why J. needs it.” 

    2010s 

   1163 “It is not fair. — It is my social control.” 

    2010s 

1164 “I do not want to say anything to them — I do not want to be in the same situation 

as Alex.” 

    2010s 

1165 “J. may be working for some intelligence service and found it very useful for 

business. He keeps watch on people in our company and hints to them that he knows some 

compromising private details about them. That is how he keeps them under control — and 

they are scared. — Or maybe they just do not want to get involved with him.” 

    2016.09.25 

1166 “You nude a good man and gave a lover to his wife.” 

    After 1988, 2017-beginning of 2018 

1167 "Somebody is saying that today’s Anti-Russian campaign in America is not a new 

McCarthyism. I think it is. Sometimes, I am feeling a pressure of certain disinformation 

and defamation campaign myself. …” 

    After 1988, 2017-beginning of 2018 
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1168 “We are very upset with Jessica parting with Ivan.” 

    2016 

   1169 Welcome to Dogville. 

    2018.11.14 

1170 "Alex overcompensates for the difficulties that he had in his early American life 

— he has become an overachiever. — He has a strong and smart Super-Ego and finds his 

psychic balance on a very high level..” 

    After 1988 

1171 “He is not just ‘not stupid’ — he is extremely blessed.” 

    After 1988 

1172 "Alex is the wrong bright.” “The neat wrong bright.” … 

    After 1988 

1173 “As a former head of Israeli domestic intelligence once noted on one Russian 

political TV show, Western intelligence are very good in technology of surveillance, but 

suffers from very bad in analytics. …” 

 2018.05.09 

1174 “What an interesting art had existed in the late Soviet Union!” 

 2018.07 

1175 “Listen to what Fareed Zakaria said today on CNN about Trump-Putin summit. 

…” 

 2018.07.16 

1176 “Our Company has a New York office, staffed with programmers from the former 

Soviet Union, and overseas departments. In the overseas departments, in regions like Latin 

America and South-East Asia, people, having long lived under capitalism with America at 

the head, are accustomed to be ‘Yes-men’ towards Anglo-Saxon high management. …” 

 2018.11.03 

1177 “When we talk about Scandinavian countries, we often mean Sweden. The whole 

world likes Swedes. Sweden gave an example of an ideal modern polity. But some degree 

of introspection is in order. It is difficult to be a Swede. Every society is based on a certain 

type of citizens.” 

 2019.01.09 

1178 “The major tool of the policy of the West on the territory of the former Soviet 

Union is incitement of inter-ethnic hatred.” 

 2019.06.24 

1179 “Today, on the program ‘Special Opinion’ of Echo of Moscow, Russian political 

scientist Kirill Rogov described the problem Russian society is facing now with regard to 

elections as the problem of the First Kind. … The problem America is facing with regard 

to elections can be characterized as the problem of Zero Kind. It is related to exposure of 

third-party candidates to mass media. All the U.S. mass media is either Democratic or 

Republican and there are no third-party mass media outlets.” 

 2019.08.20 

1180 “I think that ideals of morality are given by normal healthy people. Thus, Leo 

Tolstoy was outstandingly healthy and he gave the example of a healthy, in all respects 

normal, morality. …” 

 2019.11.10 

1181 “In 2017-2019, Alex coded and debugged a strategic overhaul of their system. His 

new Text Editor turned out to be so convenient and useful for SWIFT that it was retrofitted 

to customers of all releases of the system.” 

 End of 2019 

1182 “Today, Euronews said that ‘75 years ago Auschwitz was liberated by allied 

forces.’ While the whole world knows it was Soviet Army, which liberated this death camp. 

— Masters of propaganda. They are busy rewriting history.” 

 2020.01.27 

1183 “Today, on Russian TV there was a discussion of the ‘decline of European 

civilization’. They discussed it as some metaphysical phenomenon. That seems to be a 

wrong ground for such discussion. There exists a quite material aspect of this. Countries 
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with European population are declining demographically and economically, as a share of 

world population and GDP.” 

 2020.06.16 

1184 “During years after their defeat in the presidential elections of 2016, Democrats 

have continued to blame Russia for their defeat. They better figure out their relationship 

with the FBI.” 

 2020.08.05 

1185 “In the modern democracy political elites are not passive transformers of the will 

of the people. They are actively trying to shape the opinion of the very people who vote in 

the elections. In this sense the proper name for this regime is not democracy but ‘mutual-

cracy’.” 

 2020.08.16 

1186 “I watch American politicians and media personalities on TV. They shamelessly 

destroy the reputation of anybody who disagrees with them. What decency, what morality, 

what democracy? I just see a bunch of guys who are crazy for power. I have experienced 

it on myself. They are driven by their lust for power and the whole world is just the arena 

where that lust plays out.” 

    After 1988 

1187 “In the Chinese philosophy there is notion that a virtuous citizen is a sign of a strong 

and stable state. I translate this in the following way. Human nature has some evil sides. A 

state alienates evil from humans.” 

    After 1988 

 

 

 10. Post-Postscript 

 

 1188 “The important question in any potential lawsuit against the government electronic 

surveillance is the one of standing.” 

  2016.01.16 

   1189 "The prospects for obtaining documents showing the true scale of surveillance in my 

case remain murky. …" 

    2010.02.15 

 1190 “In April 2010, I received my file from the FBI…” 

  2010.05.07 

 1191 “The end of utopia.” 

  2001-2016 

 1192 “’The end of utopia’ is a psychological condition, or more exactly the result of a 

psychological development. It is explained by cognitive dissonance (sometimes called 

cognitive dissidence).” 

  2001-2016 

1193 “Russia is doing great reputational damage to itself by assassinating leaders of 

political opposition”. 

    2020.09.02 

   1194 "Damned..." 

    Before and after 1987 

   1195 "The high management of our Company joined the PR game of declaring me a 

‘public Devil’”. 

    After 2013 

   1196 “People in our Company, who came from the former Soviet Union, had very good 

attitudes to me. …” 

    2019.10.25 

   1197 "Hey, American Philistine!" 

    Before and after 1987 
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